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A SHORT PREFACE, 

By Mr. Burgess. 



KING ^olomoft made filver in Jerufalem as ftones and cc^ 
. dars, as the very fycamore-trees for abundance. I 
would be allowed to fay, the Author of this treatife is a New- 
Teftanpent-&/(9W(jf?, a right princely divine. His works are 
truely filvpr and cedar ones-, excellently rich in their fubjefts; 
and the management of them. His rare and royal liberality 
(which the Title-page is cpmmanded to publifli) maketh them 
as plenty, and as eafy to be come by, as the writings of vuU 
gar fcribes are. 

Unto my difpofal it pleafed him to (commit a good number 
of thefe his books, which, -withput his commiflion or know- 
ledge, I affume to fend forth with tljefe fliort advertifements. 

The author is that Mr. Flemings of whom, in another trea** 
tife, * thou haft the honourable thoughts of Dr. Bates y Mr. 
Mede^ Mr. Honve^ Mr. Cole^ Mr. Syhejler^ Mr. Williams^ 
Mr. Shoivers. A treatife Jaden with the praifes of feveral 
eminent church-men, as well as diffentersj (as we muft ftill 
unhappily diftinguifli.) 

This work of his, full like unto Mofesy was born in evil 
days; not ^ all propitious unto fo rtiafculine f:^cred iflues. 
By reafon whereof, it was in a manner hidden in thefe do* 
minions, while extolled beyond the feas. Indeed the zeal of 
good families in Scot land j (and of fome devout ones in Eng- 
land) kept it clofe unto their hojy Bibles, valuing it next 
thereto, becaufe of its mighty fervice to the faith, life, and 
joy thereof. But till (through the kindnefs of God) the 

t^jpp * Confirming work: or, great things made plain." 

V.) 78611 
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forci'./iJ v'iiiit r-c]?.y3 were paft, and their rain was over and 
;-/)!!?, tli'r, fio'^'CT apjXarcd not much in our land. So that 
ilui ilh'd Kililion * ij unto us but as a firft. 

Ilrr.uily I congratulate the needy age, this antidote againfl: 
Athcjfm, and medicine againA the languors of faith and vir- 
tue: for, though I do competently know how rich our Lon- 
don-Empory h m both, I do not know any equal to Mr. Fie* 
r;.V.r-'.f, that are to found in our fhops. 

Wherefore I praifc and thank thofe religious perfons, 
V/ho have prcnifcd to make known this hitherto hid trea- 
fure.* And I humbly and earneftly befeech, both minifters 
and private Chriflian?, efpecially gentlemen, and the few 
noble who love God, and are known of him, to confult 
well this book themfelves, to commend it unto their rela- 
tions, ?.nd to bcftow It upon the poor in their neighbourhoods. 

With this facrifice God will be well pleafedj and by this 
fci\i:e {hall they gain the good report of all good men, and 
of tlie truth itfclf. iS^ tejlifieth^ 

0ns amhtttous to promote 

the common falvation^ 

s 

D. BURGES. 

Bridges-ftreet, near 
Covent-Garden, 
JiUy 17th, 1693. 



* This Preface was prefixed to a number of copies of the Third Edition, 
printed in the year i68i, thnt was unfold at this time, which was fomc more 
than a year before the author's death, he dying Jixly 25th, 1694. 
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TO THE READER. 



READER, 



IT is like you may expect fome account anent the rife and 
occafion pf this difcourfe, that on fo great and weighty a 
fubjedi, fo fmall an ejfay ftiould venture abroad, efpecially in a 
time, when it feemeth more fafe and prudent to keep filence, 
to be fwift to hear, and flow to fpeak, which feldom hath an 
after-challenge: the author will fay little for his apology here- 
in, though he hopeth he may find it more eafy to fatisfy 
others, than he did himfelf 5 this freedom only he fhall take, to 
conf efs, that lomtftirae it hath been matter of earneft,yea,hath 
caufed fop;ie toffing and exercife upon his fpirit, and preffed 
a more ferioij^s enquiry and fearch, with a refpeft to his own 
cafe, to be perfuaded anent the Scripture's divine authority, 
that godlinefs is not an empty name or fhadow, but of an un- 
doubted Uuth, which indeed of all other things is the great- 
eft, and of moft near concernment; andtruely, anent that^ 
this grave convincing argument of the Scripture's ' certain 
accomplifhment, hath not only oft ftared him in the face, 
with a fatisfying difcovery and impreflion thereof, as a moft 
quieuhg and- unanfwerable demonftration of the truth, but 
he piuft alfo fay, that by very remarkrtble confirmations from 
the Lord, this hath been fo convincingly witnefled to his ex- 
perience, "as Icaveth him under engagement (were fuch a 
poor teftimony of weight) to put his leal to the wofd, that 
it falleth not to the ground^ neither doth the promife of God 
fail. 

It is a dark time now with the church of Chrift, v/hich 
we fee every where almoft fufFering and afflifted, whilft the 
whole earth befides feemeth to be at eafe. Chriftians alfo, 
^ca beyond others, in their private lot, tryfted with very 
Iharp trials, though I think fufFering msy be the leaft of our 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



yi Td THE READER. 

fear at this day, while Atheifm dotji now appear on fo for- 
midable a growth, and bath a more threatening afpeft, tha?i 
the rage or violence of men. We fee a fad decay like wife on 
the churches abroad; religion every where under a great 
confumption, and wearing out, that feemeth to have reach- 
ed it in its vital parts. Men fearch after an unufual way of 
finning,, as if they fcorned to be wicked, at a common and orr 
diriary rate; prejudice eafily taken up, and- entertained againft 
the way of God, whilft the good man doth, alas! perifh, with- 
out any affecting obfervation thereof; the choice and excel7 
lent' of the earth pluckt away, and none to fill their room; 
Chriftian burials now frequent, but ^he birth and in-bring- 
ing of fuch to the church rare. 

This is indeed a fad fubjeft, and fo much the fadder, that 
few are found, whofe eye zWeOicth their heart, whofe tears 
and groanings feem to anfwer fuch a ftroke and ruin, which 
now is like to fall under our hand. But I {hall leave this. 
Prayer will be the beft cure, and is this day more fit than 
complaining, to turn unto him who feeth tlie ways of his 
people, that" he may heal them; and can prevent thefe with 
mercy, who feem lead fit for the fame: only two or three 
fad remarks of this time, I cannot altogether pafs, which in- 
deed are ftrange fymptoms of the church's prefent cafe and 
diftemper. 

I, To fee m.en own the do6lrinc of fandiification, who 
yet can profefTedly difown, yea, make it their work, by re- 
proach, to beget a prejudice againft the pra£tice thereof; 
• oh> ftrange ! to find fuch as will dip their pen in gall, againft 
a tender and ftrift walk in religion, and revile it in the power 
tjjereof, whilft they do not deny thefe truths and principles, 
that neceflarily oblige to fuch a tender praftice; who in the 
mo ft grave concerning duties of chriftianity, think it enough 
to charge their brethren with pharifalcal oftentation and hy- 
pocrify, whilft they muft confefs thefe duties to be unquef- 
tionably binding, and that they can be no competent judges 
of fuch a challenge, which the great witnefs of the heart ^nd 
inward parts of men, can only determine. 
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' % It 1^ a fad remark alfo of the time, that proteftant writerSf 
pTofeffing the reformed religion, fhall ftate themfelves in op* 
jofition to the meft concerning grounds thereof, fuch as im* 
puted rightebufnefs, and j unification by faith, which are well 
called, Articulus Jiantis^ Jff cadentis ecclefia, I cannot have 
that charity, that it is from ignorance, but from a height of 
malice, that fome of late reproach the Proteftant doftrinc, 
in this great fundamental of juftification, as if it preffed be- 
lieving and refting upon Chrift, without refpcO: to works 
and holinefs! 1 confefs, we put not inherent righteoufnefs in 
the room of imputed, though we afTert each is ncceflarjr in 
their own place, the one in order to our right, the other in 
order to our a<ftual and full pofleflion of that right: yea, that 
holinefs is abfolutely neceflary, not only necejfttate precepti^ 
fid 7/iediis and juftifying faith doth neceflarily require works, 
fid noil qua^ isf quatenus jujlificat: but fure, if thefe mc» 
giant we are ju^ified by tlie fatisfa<aion of Chrill, they mud 
needs confefs it is by imputation, fmce, if the debtor bc 
acquit by the cautioner's payment, is it not by the imputation 
thereof to him ? O fad ! to fee fome put their invention upon 
the rack, how to wound the church, (yea, a death-wound 
it would be,' if they could reach their end) in that great truth 
of imputed righteoufnefs: but it were bell they denied that 
fixth verfe of the fourth chapter to the Romans^ to be cano- 
tiic Scripture, w'hicK "noiie can read and fliift, it being fo 
clear, that the blefled man is there held forth, unto whom 
God impute^ righteoufnefs without works: fure that cannot 
he inherent righteoufnefs, elfe it were contradiEtlo in adjeSlo. 
I profefs, thefe, whatever they pretend, I muil look on as ad- 
vtafaries to the reformed churches, and there is nothing more 
dat^gerous than a pirate going forth under a counterfeit flag. 
. 3. Is it not liiewife fad, yea aftonilhing, to fee miniftera 
now in thefe times, who are the exprefs ambafladors of 
Chrift^ given to the cliurch for her edification, ftand fo di- 
lecily ctofs to the very end of their work and miniftry ? 
naaiiy of whom may be faid, that knowingly and deliberately 
tibey oppofc piety, .that fuch fhould perfecute, whofe work. 
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is to feed, and wpundinftead of healing: grieve the fpiritof 
the godly, who fliould be helpers of their joy, that none are 
a greater plague to cqrrupt the church, and qaufe the facrifice 
of the Lord be abhorred, tlian fome of thefe who ftiould be 
the fait of the earth: yea, none more obilruci: the treaty of 
the gofpel betwixt Church and his church, than minifters 
who are called the friends of the bridegroom. Oh ! what a 
ftrange and aftonifhing contradiction may this feem, but it 
Ihould be no reproach to that holy and excellent calling of 
the miniftry, for of fuch the Scripture hath exprefsly warned. 

I confefs it may be faid, no Atheift like an unfanftified 
njinifterj yea, no Atheifm of fo black a dye as their's, who 
being ftill inured with holy things, have yet no fenfe thereof. 
. Now in this very dark hour, wherein the church feemeth 
to have fallen in a death-like pang, and, oh! many of her 
children iu a fad lethargy, that if we looked in an ordinary 
way, her wound might ^eem incurable. There are two 
great and concerning queries, that I think fhould much take 
us up. 

The one is, to know what the Scripture fpeaketh to the 
church, what folid ground of encouragement is there held * 
forth 5 for truely, if we had not that fure teftimony of the 
word, we might fear religion fhould quite wear out, an<d 
truth perifh from the earth: but doth the Scripture fpeak 
peace? all then is well; that, O thatl is fufficient fecurity 
to put the church's hope beyond further debate, though men 
ihould threaten, though the earth were over-turned, and the 
foundations fhaken: J:his is a determination above men, above 
all the rules of human policy, yea, above the ftars, which 
fruftrateth the tokens of the liars, and maketh diviners mad, 
even that revealed council of God taking place, anent his 
work and people. 

I know fome grave writers, of thefe late times, do exprefs 
their fear, that tlie horrid wickednefs and apoftafy of the 
Gentile church, may at lail refolve in the Lord's departure, 
and an univerfal llarknefs, that aa the rejeftion of the Jews 
made way for the GenfiW in-coming, -fo their fall may a-s 
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remarkably precede that folemn return and reftoration of 
dic Jewi/h Church. It is alfo become the fear of many, 
that Popery may yet once over-run the whole reformed 
churches before antichrift's fall. But fince thefe fad thoughts, 
nor any appearance of the time, are no part of our Bible, 
we Ihould learn neither to ftretch our fears nor expeftations, 
beyond that which the Scripture warranteth; and if the 
Lord be God^ and this his very word, let us adhere to it, 
and wait for its accompli/hment. 

A fecond query, which is indeed ho lefs concerning in 
fuch a time, may be anent duty, what fo eminent an hazard 
of the church, and this great decay of chriftianity, doth 
moft preffingly call for : but this is a fubje^ which requir- 
eth another pen, and too large to touch with a paffing word ; 
yea, we may fay, the great want of thefe days is not anent 
the difcovery of duty, but of the praftice of known and dif- 
covered duties j for the Scripture giveth a certain and dif- 
tinft found in the darkeft time, and hath not left us to 
doubtful enquiries and debates in this matter. I (hall there- 
fore leave it with a few things only, to be in the general cpn- 
fidered. 

1. It is fure, that every time hath its prefent duty, and 
the wife difcerners thereof will kn6w thence what they 
ought to do, what work and fervice the prefent circumftan- 
ces of that time call for. Shall the earth have its feafons, 
wherein things are beautiful? Shall the ftork and fwallow * 
know their time, and yet Chriftians not know how to bring 
forth in their feafon, and difcern the fpecial time and oppor- 
tunity of duty? ' 

2. It is alfo fure, that every Chriftian, in whatfoever ca- 
pacity or condition, as he hath his meafure and talent, fo 
hath fome work and opportunity of duty, wherein they may 
fcrvethe Lord in their generation; yea, it is not the meaneft 
fet or condition that (hutteth that door upon any, that they 
have na work for God, wlio defire to be ' faithful for him. 
CMiI that in this threatening time, when dSrknefs is like to 
oferfpread the church, it were more upon the heart of Chrif- 

VoL. I. B 
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tians to ftrivc together, and contend, by a ferious improve-' 
ment of their feveral capacities, to preferve religion, and 
tranfmit the knowledge of Jefus Chrift to the pofterity, that 
the Chriftian parent, or matter of family, did tvitnefs more 
that great refolution, in a time when many are drawing back,. 
but as for mcy I and my houfe willfirve the Lord, 

3. It is found, that the moft eminent and honourable fervice 
of the church, doth ufually tryft her in a low and fufFering: 
condition, when there hath been but little ftrength, many 
outward difadvantages, then both their call and furniture 
hath been mtoft obfervaWe, to confefs the truth, to endure' 
for the gofpei of ChrHl, to overcome by the word of his tef- 
tiraony -, a piece of fervice, whereto more profperous times 
do not give fuch an opportunity: yea, it hath been in fuch a. 
cafe, Dan. xi. 32^ that thefe who know their God, were made 
ftrong to do exploits^ 

4. It dotli much concern us to put a high value on the 
truth, in a time when men muft either lofe it, or buy it; and 
O ! what a choice purchafe is that, which Cannot be bought 
too dear, though at the rate of our liberty, eftate, credit^ 
and reputation ? ye^, with the lofs of peace, when it cometh 
in competition with it: for it is that ptTit depofitumy once de- 
livered to the faints, the inheritance of our children, that 
way whereby Jefus Chrift keepeth intercourfe with his bride 
on the earth J yea, the charter of all our mercies, and ouj 
hope through eterriityr 

5, Though every line of divine truth is ineftimable, yet it 
is fure, there is a more preffing call for our adherence ta 
that truth which is moft controverted in the time-, for it is 
the word of his patience, and the matter of our prefent tef- 
timony: and it is known through all ages, what a Angular 
bleffing hath followed the contending and witneffing of a 
few for the taruth, in a ipate of public defe£kion, to keep it 
alive, when it was like to be fwallpwed upj yea, to effect* 
above rational belief. Wtus Athanajiusy contra totum orbem. 

. Many fuch remarks have not been wanting. 

^ 6. I Ihall only add that which is always neceflary axt)d 
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binding, yet we may fay, in a time of the church's hazard 
and fuffering is more prelBngly called for, even the ftudy of 
Chriftian prudence, a duty convincingly neceffary, for re- 
gulating of duties, according to the circumftanccs of the 
churches cafe, which doth fo nearly copcem the intcrcft and 
prcfervation of religion, that I muft fay, a breach in that 
concord betwixt zeal and Chriftian prudence, when there is 
not fome equal refpeft ftudicd in the exerctfe of both, caji- 
fiot hut give the church a fore wound : this is indeed a large 
theme, but {hall only point at jn three things: i. In our a- 
voiding and being tender to give^ofibnce, not only to keep 
a diftance from evil, but from the fmalieft appearance there* 
of, I muft fay, they are bad cafuifts, and have little refpcft 
to the church's edification, who make it dieir work, not (b 
Tttueh to keep men from fin, as to fliew them, quam prope ad 
peccatumy fine peccato accedere liceat, Q what a becoming fear 
is that, "mot to lay a ftumbling'-block in the way of others, to 
grieve the weak, or confirm fuch who ufe to found their 
prejudice againft the truth and way of God, upon the mif- 
carriage of fuck as profefs the fame. 2. This excellent ftudy 
of Chriftian prudence, hath a refpeft to men's taking ofp 
fence, as well as their giving it, to our being fober in judg- 
ing,, in perfonal refleftions, to cover and hide the infirmities 
of others, rather than fpread them, even for the gofpel's 
jRake; yea, to ftiut as' it yere our eyes, and caft a mantle on 
their nakcdnefs, who overtaken witii the violence of fome 
temptation, may yet be ferviceable to the church, but efpe^ 
daily, diis flioiild prefs^into a watchful regard of any breach 
«nd rent in the church, and to ftudy a healing fpirit fo 'far 
atf^is poffible, without prejudice to truth. 3. It is alfo a 
Coih^vkiing piece of Chriftian prudence, how to walk wifely 
towards th«fe who are without, when prejudice againft the 
tiriy of God is now on fuch a growth, to ftudy how we may 
"CdhviiiCe, gain ground, and by Chriftianly prudent and ten- 
d#1»9riage, conciliate refped to the truth, and thus comT 
nlend.lKdbiefs, and thefe who profefs it to the confcience 
'^sJbiB^ tgDf'ftudy that rule of expediencv much in things qf 
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themfelvcs' warrantable, what fitnefs and advantage prefent 
circumftances may offer, or deny for edification, and pro- 
moting that great interefl of the gofpel in our converfe with 
men. 

I Ihall now ceafe to trouble you further, only would pre- 
mit fome few things with a refpeft to the fubjeft of this 
following efTay. i . Should we not with wonder and aflo- 
njflvnent look on this great record of Scripture? by which 
the glorious majeily of God doth fpeak to men; yea, doth 
as certainly communicate his counfel and mind, we may fay 
more certainly, than if we had an immediate audible voice 
from heaven. O could we have fuch ordinary thoughts of 
this, if we confider how near God cometh therein to us? I 
think if there were but one corner of the earth, thoagh in 
the remoteft parts, where men might go and get a look of fo 
wonderful and important a thing, as God's exprefe will, 
written and fent from heaven to the eartli, anent our duty 
here, and bleflednefs for ever, fhould we not think it worth 
our croffing the fea, and of the greateft expence of time or 
labour? It is truely a wonder how we can read and confider 
the Scripture without wondering. 2. It is a great concern- 
ment to know that the Scripture hath fuch a witnefs as expe- 
rience, and that there is fuch a trade and correfpondence as 
this, betwixt the faints and the word, which Ueth not in the 
common road of the world. O what an empty thing fhould 
religion be, if it had not this word experience in its gram-^ 
mar, that fecret and Cure mark, whereby the Chriflian know- 
eth the Scripture is of God^ how tiius the Xord hath oft 
fealed their inftruftion in a dark plunge; hqw life and power,i 
enlivening influences, to the melting of their heart, have 
oft tryfted them there in a very dead frame; and now they 
know that verily God heareth prayer; npw they are perfuad- 
ed, and have learned by the crofs, that he is indeed a com- 
forter; yea, many can fhew hc^ by the word, their firfl ac^ 
quaintance with the Lord did begin, how fome particular 
truth, like a pickle of com thrown in at their heart, by the 
kleflSing of the great hufbandman, was mad.e to take life an4 
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grow. 3- It much concerneth us to know what an excellent 
key die Scripture is, to unlock that fealed book of pro- 
vidence, and that no other key can fit the fame, mahj have 
tried another way, but loft themfelves on the fearcb, and 
the more they preft by human wifdom, they became the 
mor^ dark. I truely think there is not a more fatisfying dit 
covery within time, than this, to trace divine truth back, 
until we fee its firft breaking forth out of Hs eternd decree 
and council, who is the audior thereof, how thence it taketh 
hold of the word, which is the adequate fign and declara- 
tion of his purpofe, and then, how the word taketh hold of 
his work and providence, where we may fee the face and 
condition of the church, clearly written out through all the 
changes of time, how providence keepeth a certain and Aead j 
courfe, even aoiidft the moft perplexed motions and reelings 
of the earth; yea, how all things, even thefe which would 
feem moft contradiftory, xyn within that ilraight channel 
of the word, and <:annot go without thefe bounds. 4. Itig 
the principal an4 moft coficerning Scripture^^promifes, that 
are only touched m this following difcourfe, thefe ^diuch 
carry along with them a clea^ continued feries of the church's 
condition through time, and fliew the moft remarkable 
changes of her lot, for it is clear, that in divers prophecies, 
and in a different manner the Spirit doth point at one an4 
the fame thing ! and truely it fhould caufe no miftake or 
prejudice, that we find feveral of the Scripture-prophecies 
expreft in fuch dark terms, fmce the wifdom of God faw it 
fit that for a time theCefctruths fhould be locked up and feal- 
ed; but now light hath fo far broken up with the event,* a^ 
we may fee how very fignificant and fuitable to the matter 
thefe moft dark enigmatick terms are. 5. We would 
upon no account fhut our ears where the Scripture is clear, 
and giveth us ground to wait,' that the out-goings of the 
Lord for h^s people in their deliverance, and for the deftruc- 
tion of his enemies now in thefe laft times, fhall be very 
gkirious; yea, by fome ftately and ftupendous adts of pro-^ 
Yidence, that he (hall accomplifla his judgments on A»ti- 
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chrift: neither muft we take a prejudice at truth, becaufe 
of die wild fancies of many who would extend it beyond its 
bounds, or that near refemblance, which the error of fome 
in this time may feem to have thereto; for that hath been 
an old ftratagem of the devil, to prejudice the world at fome 
of the truths of God, by fetting up a counterfeit thereto. 

I (hall add no more, only what account is given upon the 
clofe of the laft argument, of fome remarkable paflages of 
providence in the late times; as herein the author hath fome 
confidence to profefs, he did endeavour what could be at- 
tained for certainty of the fame; and if any circumftance of 
thefe relations fhould be found a miftake, he dare fay, before 
him who is greater than our confcience, it was not the ne- 
gleft of ferious enquiry, fo he muft alfo premit, the infert- 
ing of them, was upon no further intent, than to be a wit- 
nefs to that truth of the Lord's eminent appearance for his 
church in the laft days. It would be of great ufe and profit 
to the church, that fome more fitly qualified, woiild ftudy 
a more large coUeftion of this kind. O that this might go 
forth with a bleffing from him, who by the meaneft thing, 
can ferve himfelf, and promote the edification of his church, 
and that the Lord would raife fome up with much of his 
fpirit, to make a further fearch and enquiry in this great 
and weighty truth. 
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THERE ate two means by which the blefled Majefty of 
God hath chofen, to reveal himfelf to the fons of 
men, his word and his works, which may be called tbefe 
two great luminaries, for giving light to the church, though 
the one be greater, I mean doth more clearly fhine forth, 
yea doth communicate light to the other; thefe men muft 
not divide, which by fo ftrait a tie the Lord hath joined, 
aud by a marvellous correfpc«idence hath fet the one over 
againft the other, that it may be eafy to fee his fai^ulhefs, 
and tfee accompliihment of the Scripture therein, and indeed 
this is a great concerning truth, that calleth for a ferious 
ftudy, the folid perfuafion of which fhould afford a fweet 
ground of repofe, and reft for the foul, though the earth 
were all in a combuftion round about, and give a fatisfying 
anfwer to our folicitous thoughts and fears: Now this being 
the intended fubje£t of the following difcourfe. I (hall firft 
touch it a little in the general, and then hold forth fomc 
mote particular grounds, whence it may be clearly demon- 
ftrated* 

L That the Scripture pf God hath a certain accompliih- 
ment here in the world, and what is to be underftood by 
the fame, I (hall endeavour to clear in thefe things, which 
wo^ldhe confidered. . . 



Digitized by LjOOQIC ^ 



l6 , THE FULFILLING 

1. This is the very uafoldmg of the Lord's decree and fe- 
cret purpofe, the bringing forth of his work, now within 
time, jto the view of angels and men, which was before him 
in the deep of his thoughts, and council from eternity; it is 
an opening up of the fealed book, which we muft not under- 
ftand to be that fecret roll of eleftion, and the book of life, 
wherein the names of the cleGt are writ; but Liber fat idicus, 
the fealed book of God's difpenfations in the world, fhewr 
ing out bis counfels and defigns, which fhould be brought 
forth in the after ages of time; for as the Lord did fully 
comprehend what he was to do, and all that was to befal 
his church and people, from the beginning to the end, long 
before there was a beginning, before the ' mountains were 
formed, .fo hath he copied and written out his heart in 
the word hereanent, wherein he hath moft plainly ihewed 
forth, what wer^ his bl^fled purpofes and counfel of old, 
and thus the thoughts of his heart, his word and his works do 
fweetly agree, and each one wonderfully anfwers to another, 
for his work doth bring forth, and ac(;omplifh his word, 
that his decree and council from all eternity may take plac^. 

2. The Scripture's accompliihment is the tranfcript and 
writing of it over in providence, where we m^y fee and ad- 
mire how the word doth Ihine upon all the paths and foot- 
fteps of the Lord toward his church in every age, and gives 
light to the fame, and what an evident refleftion, his work 
hath again upon the word; fo that through the whole feries 
and courfe of providence in the earth, we have a moft exadl^ 
portraiture ^d image in the Scripture^ anfwering one to ano- 
ther as face anfwers to face in the glafs, where it may be 
eafy to difcern the copy by the principal, and that refemb- 
lance which is betwixt the building, and that excellent pat- 
tern and model, which is held forth thereof in the word. 

3. The accomplifhment of the Scripture is the very turn- 
ing that, which was the objeft of our faith and contempla- 
tion, to be the objeft of our fenfe and feeling, it is the real 
birth and bringing forth thefe truths unto the world in their 
appointed time and feafon concerning the church, and par- 
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. ticulaf Cferiftians, wiuch ijvfere hid itt that womb of the pro* 
tnik, and many dark prediftions of the word-, it is fuch a 
thing as giveth the ptomifes and prophecies, a vifible being, 
jrea, bringeth tnith fp near within the reach of our fenfes, 
that we may eveh touch as it were, and handle the words 
of life. O what an excellent interpreter is experience! Taftc 
and fee; for thus the ferious Chriftian gettcth a view of the 
Scripture and fpiritual things, which the moft fubtile, and 
pietcing eye of unfandified fchool-men cannot reach, yea, 
by theprafiice of truth, nearnefs to God, and retiring of 
the foul to him, hath oft got more light in one hour than 
others by many days, putting their judgment and inven- 
tion upon the rack. 

4. This is God's own feal, which he putteth to the word 
to confirm and ratify the fame, I do not only mean that fe- 
cti^feal of the fpirit Mrithin, but fomething more external, 
that folemn teftimony of his works, whereby he doth every 
day appeal men's confciences anent his truth, for his works 
a^ vary manifcft, whereon there is fo clear an engravening 
(^his trmh an4 faithfulnefs, that as the imprefs and image of 
tfee feal is upon the wax, men may alfo fee whofe fuperfcrip- 
t^ md image that is, which doth appear on fuch and fuch 
p«8l]ges of providences. 

5. /Phis is fomething we are not to fcek only in the extra- 
oitinafy zSts of providence, or in any fingular and eminent 
psrtil"6f a Chriftian experience, nay, it doth ihine forth in 
the fmalleft and moft cafual things that falls out, yea, in 
eftry ppgc of that great volume of providence may be clear- 
ly read. 

'^. Ttie Scripture's accompliihment is fuch a thing as con- 
cfifHI ev^ Qiriftian in his perfonal cafe, to which his ordi- 
imf.tWpcrknce doth relate, whereof thefe have a large re- 
^MT; ^hat of ih^ word hath been xertainly proven in the 
fef^id^eps; and changes of their 4ife, whofe pra^ice doth 
rtP^^betwixt imptotement of the. word, rfhd obfervation 
hWtH&^f^iliHled, fuch can witnefs how under a fpiritual 
*Spifj(rti**e- carnall^^ miii^e^^ is death, and when its wcU, 
* Vol. L C 
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that great peace they have who love God's law, they have 
oft found that in a ftrait he is a very pr^ent help, and in the 
way of duty, that its furely good to draw near to him, and 
in the clofe of their life, can from many remarkable and con- 
vincing providences declare the truth and faithfulnefs of 
God 5 and truely, whilft I fpeak here of the Chriftian's ex- 
perience, I think its fad, and a great (hort-coming, that 
there is not a more ferious improvement of it for this end, 
which is a very concerning duty on fuch who have tailed 
tliat the Lord is gracious, and O ! what an excellent addi- 
tion would this be to their teftament, when they are to leave 
the world, to leave a teftimony behind them to the. faithful- 
nefs of God in his word, and thus put their feal to the fame, 
from what they have oft proven by fure experience, for this 
fliould prove a fingular help to ftrengthen others, and fpread 
abroad the fame, and good report of religion, yea, thus one 
generation Ihould declare the works of the Lord to another, 
and tranfmit the memory of his goodnefs to fucceeding ages. 
7. This is fomething which not only the Chriftian's ex- 
perience doth witnefs, and in every time take place, but hath 
alfo a peculiar reference to thefe ages and periods of times, 
wherein fuch particular truths fhould have their accompliih- 
ment; for its true that the prophets of old did not only in 
their prediftions, hold forth in general tlje truth and cer- 
tainty of thefe Aings, which fhould fall out, but they alfo 
enquired and fearched diligently anent the time, to what, or 
what manner of time the Spirit by them did point at, i Pet. 
1. II. For 'tis truely clear, that a piece of the word, w^* 
under the law to have its peculiar accomplifhment, that part 
of it alfo, under the Meiliah's kingdom, in the d^ys of the 
gofpel, lliould be fulfilled, and we find a very concerning 
part thereof belongs to thefe latter times 5 and thefe is be- 
twixt fuch periods of time, and revolution of the church's 
cafe, and the bringing forth of fuch a piece of the Scripture 
to a performance^ a very certain and undoubted connexion. 
'Tis true we do not yet well underftand (which will be one of 
the laft manifeflations, the church ftiail have at the end of time. 
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when the myftery of God is finiflied) how to fort the event 
cxadly to the word, but it is fure (and were worthy of our 
ftndy and obfervation) how every age hath fomething of the 
Scripture peculiat thereto, yea, carrieth forward the Lord's 
work and defign a further ftep, may we not fee how one age 
fulfiUeth fuch a piece of the church's fufFerings appointed 
for her, and puts fome great trial and fad perfecution over 
her head, which (he was to meet with, whilft another age 
carrieth her through another change, and" giveth her a time 
of reft and breathing, how fuch a time bringeth Antichrift 
forward to his height, and fuch a following age begins the 
turn of the church's cafe, yea, every feveral period and re- 
volution of time, ftill addeth fomethirtg to that excellent hif- 
tory of the word and providence, which we have fince the 
beginning, and bringeth forth fomething further into the 
world of the Lord's coupfel and defign about his church. 

8. Th^ accomplifhment of the Scripture is fuch a thing, 
we are to look after, in a fpecial way here, which concerns 
this militant and travailing condition of the church, for if 
Ae Scriptures were once fully accompliflied, and the great 
myftery of God therein finifhed, there were then nothing 
more to do, his work of providence were at an end, and time 
(hould be no more; this is fomething, that is not herq per- 
fefted at once, but is ftill gradually carrying on, and then 
ftiall be complete at the refurreftion of the juft, and fecond 
coining of the Lord, which is tlie laft part of canonic Scrip- 
ture to be made out, when both his work and his word, and 
time, ihall be' all finiftied together; but while the faints are 
yet by the way, they have the written word and all thefe 
precious promifes therein, for prefent ufe and encourage- 
ment, for that is its proper work to take them fafe tlirough 
this labyrinth of the world, and when it hath brought them 
to land, it hath no more to do, there will be then no more 
need for a Chriftian to go to a promife, and adventure upon 
iti' we (hall then no more watch with the watchman, in a 
dark and ftormy night, and hope for the breaking of the 
«iay, faith then (hall not be at ^ ft^nd, how fuch a word 

C2 ' 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



50 THE FULFIL1.1NG 

* ihall be made cut, becaufe of invincible diiliculties in ii^ 
way, no, then it hath done its work, and that which is 
written, (htll be fwallowed up in that which is feen and en-, 
joyed; all the ftreams of our encouragement, will then lofe 
themfelves hi a greater depth. O! then it is finifhed, and 
done what all the promifes, prophecies, and thre^tnings of 
the word was bringing forth, and then no more need of 
ibmething as a pledge and earneft in hand, to them wha 
have the full poflcffion pf the inheritance, under whofe feet,, 
the God of peace, hath trod fatan, and all their enemies. 

9. I ihall add this, the accomplifhment of the Scripture is^ 
fbmething, which is not only dcmonftrate to. a Chriftian by 
fenfible influences, and God's fecret working with his Spirit, 
but is made out to the obfervation of men, in the way of 
providence, and not only witnefled by that internal evidences 
of the Spirit, but by an external teftimony, which both ra- 
tionally, holdeth this put to the judgment, and fenfibjy ta 
the fight and experience, and this is the ftrongeft and moit 
full of all outward evidences, fince the world muft {hut their 
eyes if they do not fee it, and a Chriftian muft deny what he. 
both feeth and feeleth, if he deny a witnefs to this. 

II. We would ^onfider the accomplifhment of the Scrip-- 
ture, as that which is the Lord's peculiar work and defign 
in the world, and that great bufmefs which is upon the,^ 
wheels of providence amidft the various changes and revolu- 
tions, which are here within time, for bringing about 
whereof the bleffed thoughts of his heart, are fixed and un- 
alterable. This ig indeed a grave and ferious truth worthy 
to be more noticed and hid to heart by men, that the glori- 
ous providence- of God which goeth throughout the earth, 
and doth particularly reach all things which come to pafs, 
the fmalleft as well as the greateft interefts of men, in. all 
thefe, doth move certainly and infaliibly for the accomplifti- 
«^nt of the Scripture, which is that great thing God hath 
e ore his eyes, for it is no perfonal interefts of men how 
gi^eat foever they be, that can anfwer this end, it is fome- 
g oeyond the fctting up of kingSj or €tvertuming king- 
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doms and nations, that he doth mind amidft thefe various 
changes^ which ai?e in the world,' 'tis fome greater things 
than that which we muft notice, the Lord thereby defigns, 
how fuch a party is advanced, and others bxK>aght low, for 
thefe things come within the reach of his care and provi- 
dence, in fo far as the fnl&Uing of th6 Scripture is therein 
concerned; the put-snaking of the prpmifes and threatnings, 
one fyllable whereof he doth more value than all the crowns 
and kingdoms of the ea^, yea will not let it fall to the 
ground, though it ftould be at the rate of laying cities, and 
countries defolate, for its in this the Lord taketh pleafure, 
and exerciieth his bleffed thoughts, even the bringing about 
^hat he hath fpofcen in his word. 

^Now to clear this further, I ftiall hold forth thefe follow- 
ing grounds, whence it may appear, 

I. The fulfilling of ^e Sc^iptuiie, and written word isfo 
gre^ a tiling, and of fuch concernment, that the blefled 
oiajefty of God, thought it worthy of a place in his heart 
from ^ etepuity, thi§ was tefore him in his thoughts and 
coui^^ of old; even that marvelloi^ work which fhouldbe 
Ihe aftcr-produA, and out-making of his word to his church 
beve^^lrltfain time, and fufcly was fuch a plot and contrivance 
idi3lii^ jM) lefs than infinite love, wifdom and power, was re-. 
^^«^raH0 bring it about, ^ it was well becoming tlie ma- 
jciky^ Ciod, and wprdiy to be the work of all the three 
bMhi {Kffons pf the Trinity; Ol if we could go down a 
M^t^.ihis d^epj smd fee the wonders that are there, we 
iNKdidrfod that knowledge which ufually lefl^neth our ad<» 
IMiioarof other things, w^uld heighten it here, it would 
^miem'tot m eveiy day, ^o think how great and marvQlloua 
jutt j hgft tet is whkdi the word is, bringing forth. 
^^^•S^TSr^upon this, even Ae pejrforn^ance^pf the word that 
4ili||iffi»^encot|r^gement, and after blefiednefs of the faints 
, |I(B^|J^»*|^ the g^^ of the church is adventured 

. ^ttNdli|9#ftr^^^ % which iliould be loft; 

fH|liii|fist^ft«>cfe aBd isresdhre which is iaid up in heaven, 
'llPllJ^PM^lr^C^uri^ Mf^kh is laid U]^ in the 



^Digitized by VjOOQIC 



aa THE FULFILtlNG 

pramife, were then pcrifhed, if the Scripture fhould want 
an accomphfliment, the godly man hath then run and laboqr- 
ed in vain, and thefe who are fallen afleep in Chrift have 
died in a fad deluficn, providence would be like the work of 
the foolilh builder, who began and knew not how to finifti. 
O how highly then is the Lord concerned in fulfilling of his 
word? that he may perfeft what concerns his people, and 
having furely payed the price, put them alfo in pofTefTion. 

3. There is yet more than the interefts of angels and men, 
yea than heaven and 'earth is worth, that depends upon the 
out-making of the Scripture, the glory of God, and efpeci- 
ally, the praife of that great attribute, his faithfulnefs, which 
he will have no lefs fliine forth in the performance of his 
word, than his power and wifdom in this great fabric of the 
unlverfe, and thefe marvellous productions of nature; for^ 
he hath magnified his word above all his works, therefore is 
his heart greatly fet upon this, even the bringing to pafs 
what he hath fpoken, which if in the leaft fliould fail, were 
no lefs than to make God a liar, and falfify his word, who 
is through all the church known by his hleffed name. The 
God of truth, 

4. ^e W4)i;ld confider this, as that great truft, which i^ 
put in his hand, who only in heaven and earth, was found 
worthy to open the book of God's decrees and counfels, 
and loofe the feals thereof; a truft which the Lord did not 
adventure upon the angels, the fmalleft promife, being fuch 
as requires no lefs than an omnipotent power, and the arm 
of Jehovah to bring it about; for which end, he whom the 
Father hath anointed, is gone forth as a mighty man wha re- 
joiceth to run his race, that he may perform his word, and 
through this great defign in the adminiftratioh of providence, 
about his church and people, which he will not ceafe or give' 
av^r, until the myftery of God in the Scripture, and all that 
was fpoken by the prophets be put to a clofe, when heaven 

^ and earth at the pouring out of the laft vial, Ihall give that 
folemn fhout and exclamation. It is fimjhedy it is finijhed. 
O if this were once fully perfeft, there would be no mora 
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to do, then the winter w6re paft, and Ae fiunmer eome^ 
the fong of Mofes and the Lamb fhould be heard, becaufe 
the bride hath made hprfelf ready; then let all the trees of 
the wood rejoice, the hills break forth into finging, and all 
that is therein be glad, becaufe the Scripture, and tlie great 
defign thereof is fully finiflied, and the day of the perfeft 
liberty of the fons of God is come* 

5. The accompliihment of the Scripture is of fuch con- 
cernment,' that nothing can be done until it be once finilh- 
ed, for this, time muft waitj the fun muft keep its courfe, 
and the ordinances of the heaven continue as they are, the 
world is but a _ fcafFold< until this building be perfeded, for 
this the grave doth ftill retain her prifoners and the duft of 
the faints mull yet reft in hope, the creation ftill groaneth, 
and the marriage fupper of the Lramb is deferred, the cry of 
the fouls under the alter get not a full return, until all that 
is written in the word be fulfilled. 

6. We would confider, this is the great tiling which the 
Lord this day is carrying on, even the accompliOiment of 
his word, for this is moft brought upon debate, of any thing 
befides; the world challengeth it, and the hearts of the 
godly do oft call it in queftion ; the Atheift fcofts at it, ^nd 
fayeth where is the promife of his coming, there are often 
to appearance infuperable difficulties in the way of its per^ 
formance, therefore doth the majefty of God fo much con- 
cern himfelf in this, for bringing about of which he is in a 
Jioly way rcftlefs, and providence in an incelTant motion, 
xuitil he hath done that which he hath fpoken in his word. 
It was for this caufe that the Scripture might be accomplifh- 
ed, that the word was made ftefti, and he who counted it 
•no robbery to be equal with God, did take upon himfelf the 
form of a fervant^ this is of fuch apcount in his eyes, tjiat 
what time he fpeaks concerning a nation or people, ere it 
come not to pafs, he will ratlier put forth omnipotency, for 
tb^-v^xking of miracles, and change the very courfe of na- 
tmc^ for this, he will make the deep dry, make a way 
^unmgh the Red Sea^ and caufe Jordan ftand as in 
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heaps, tliathe may keep promife to his people; if thereby 
no way for bringing about his Word, but through a fea of 
blood, and over the bones and carcafes of hi^ enemies, he 
will do it, and bring it to pafs, though walled cities, and the 
fons of Anak, mighty and fttong, fliould ftand in the way 
thereof. Abtaham's old age, and Sarah's dead womb miift 
not fraftrate this, if the promife of the church's reftoration 
cannot be made out without a wonder fliewed upon dry 
bones fcattered at the grave's mouth, this fhall not be want- 
ing; when God faith, he will bring down the enemies of 
his church, if the duft of the ground fhould arife, down they 
muft come; how many great defigns of men hath this blefled 
defign (that tlie cOunfel of the Lord may ftand) crufhed and 
broken? fo that their work and counfcl hath been as the fpi- 
der's web, when it ftood crofs to this end, the godly need 
not fear, that he be not a prefent help in time of trouble, 
for he will keep his word herein, though the earth fhould 
be overturned, and the mountains caft into the midft of the 
fea; G who hath refitted his counfcl! What are all thefe vi* 
ciffitudes and changes here in the world, but making way fpr 
the Scripture's accompliftiment? With what defire doth he 
move towards this end? fo that, as in Zech. vi. 8. the inftru* 
mcnts by him appointed for executing his judgment, and the 
threatnings of the word, its faid they have quieted his Spirit, 
his decrees are mountains of brafs, which are unchangeable, 
the thoughts of his heart take place in all generations, there- 
fore the word which is gone forth out of his mouth (hall not 
return in vain, but the pleafure of the Lord fhall ptofper in • 
his hand. 

ill. The accomplifhment of the Scripture is a truth very 
clear and manifeft, whereof none can pretend ignorance, if 
they do not fhut their eyes, and force their own light from 
the fear of fuch a difcovery; for the obftruftion doth not lie 
in the darknefs of the obje<ft, or that men cannot fee this, 
fince we have it fo clearly held forth in great and legible cha- 
tafters, nay, we iliuft fay the caufe is culpable, there is much 
of the will in it, which renders. fuch an ignorance without 
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«C^c. O that 4iis fliouM be fo little lookt after, a matter 
pfiixchnear and weighty concernment, when there needs 
aot anpt;her demonftration, but come and fee the works of 
the Lord through the earth, for he hath here fo far conde- 
fcended to his people, to bring the truth near, t^at they 
' even feel and grip the Came, yea, doth in a manner fay to 
every one as to Thomasy put in your hands, touch the word, 
and truth thereof, and be no longer faithkfs, tafte but and 
fee, that the Lord is good, and that he is true in what he 
hath fpoken. 

We are indeed to look after a more clear, and full difco- 
very of this truth the nearer the church is to the end of time; 
there is a labyrinth as it were of turnings and windings, 
through which we may fee the word oft brought, fo as we loie 
fight thereof, and are ready to ftagger anent its performance; 
but its as true that the mofl eminent confirmations, the faints 
ever had of this truth, hath been after greateft fiiakings there- 
anent, yea, the Lord hath in all ages, fo vifibly fealed his 
word by its performance, that we may fay^ can he be a 
Chriftian and a ftranger to this in his experience, and a 
feripus onlooker on providence and the difpenfations of 
the, time, wherein he lives, and a ftranger to it, in his ob- 
fervation; yea, can any be fo wholly brutifh, not to 
difcem a thing fo clear that oft times thefe, who run, may 

read? 

.-Buf to fpeak a little more to this I fiiall here point at fome 
ihmgii^ that may fliew how manifeft this truth is. 

I. Is it not very clear, which we fee every <iay, brings to 
light? A truth fo confpicuous, both in God's ordinary way 
jrifh his church, and in the feveral fteps-and paflages of a 
Chriftiau's life: For thefe mercies v/hich bring the word, 
and.promife to pafe, are new every morning, and, cry aloud, 
if :^ccpul4 }iear, greai i§ his faithfulnefs, tliis is indeed tried-, 
■ 2^^ n^e^ there more, , to convince a blind man, that his 
^^ip reftored to him, but that he certainly feeth; fure 
!j^ v^^t wanted confirmations here w;ho do but ferioufly 
^fljj^ be confirmed. 

V0L.L D 
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2. ts It not a clear truth, which not only is found upon tfie 
exafteft trial; but is witnefled by fuch who ever tried it iii 
their mod prefling ftraits and extremity ; for its in the dark- 
eft night this truth hath moft brightly fhined, and thefe more 
remarkable venturous afts of faith, have they not ftill 
brought forth moft convincing experiments thereanent ? We 
may fay there is none can give a better account of the per- 
formance of the word, than thefe who againft hope, have be- 
lieveid in'hope, that this never made them aftiamed. 

3. Is it not alfo clear, whftreof there are fuch folemn extra- 
ordinary confirmations in all ages? For that his name is near, 
his wondrotis works declare, I am fure no time could ever 
deny its witnefs, how by great convincing providences, both 
cf judgment and mercy it hath been fo fealed, as hath forced 
Atheifts to keep filcnce, no time wherein the church had not 
caufe to erefl: a pillar, and engrave thereon, We have feen 
ivith our eyes the great and wondrous works of the Lord, by 
which he hath witnefled £he truth of his word. 

4. Is It hot a nianifeft truth, which even in the moft 
ftrange, and dark footfteps of providence, fo clearly fliineth 
forth, thefe which at the fir ft look are an aftonifliment, and 
hard to be underftood, yet after moft clearly verify the Scrip- 
ture, that whilft the Lord's way goeth ouf of our fight, yea, 
6ut of the ordinary road of his Working, through a labyrinth 
of turnings, and crofs difpenfations, yet at length, it doth 
evidently clear, and difentangle itfelf ; which men may oft 
fee break forth as the fun out of a dark cloud, that fhineth 
the more brightly, tlie more it was obfcured. 

5. Is it not very clear which can be dembnftrated by fuch 
vifible elTeiS^s in thefe great clianges of the world? For the 
fulfilling of the Scripture, is not a thing hid in a corner, but 
often publilhed on the houfe tops, that men may fee legibly 
written upon kingdoms and nations : the defolate ruins, and 
devaftation of cities and houfes great and fair, which are 
made to be without inhabitants, fo as thefe who go by may 
clearly read the caufe, and bear that witnefs, Lo there is fm 
vifiBlx pumjbedy according to the ivord. 
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- 6^ How clear is this, which we have fo evidently drawn 
fmtf and afted over in a Chriftian walk ? For what elfe is 
the fpiritual converfation of fuch, thefe vifible effefts and 
evidences of the grace of God, all along a Chriftian's way, 
but a vifible convincing witnefs to the performance of the 
word? Hath not fuch a very audible echo and refound to 
that which is the great drift and fcope of the Scripture; 
.where men may fee the Bible turned over into a pra<iiical 
hiftory, written forth, and a<9:ed on the heart and conver- 
fation of the faints, as on a ftage, or theatre: the word liv- 
ing, fpeaking, moving, and clearly difFufing itfclf through all 
the veins, as it were, and conduits of a Chriftian's life, fo 
that if the truth and reality of the grace of Qod, be a tiling 
manifeft and unqueftionable, we muft alfo fee therein the 
xefil performance of the Scripture. 

7. I (hall add, we may clearly fee how one piece of the 
Scripture, is nothing elfe, but the pundual fulfilling and 
ajCCtoiplifhment of the other, how that which was fhadowed 
out by 4^rk types, under the law, and held in a prophecy, 
IJbJrOttgfa the Old Teftament, is written before our eyes in a 
p^Mn axid^real hiftory, in the New Teftament, and that the 
^^el is oyily a fulfilling of the law and the prophets. 
^fjB?* Though its very manifeft, and by undeniable proofs 
^ip b^ demonftrated, that the Scripture hath a real accom- 
j^^b^ient, and doth certainly take place in the conftant 
^|^igi|s,pC providence, here in the world, that I am fure, if 
|(|5A.dpj^ot. darken themfelves, they can be no ftrangers to 
'^ich ^ ^^ng, yet we muft fay. This truth which mofl nearly 
fffm^ ;ifSf is to the tnoji of men^ (even fuqh who feem to 
^.j^g^ affent to the word) a m^ery and a dark riddle, 
\ ^^ew who do but enquire if there be fuch a thing, 
\ MEWOifes and threatenings have indeed a certain out- 
kjl^w do fcriQufly ponder the providences of God in 
truth and. faithfulnefs of the word (hineth forth, 
jDgcay thereby .lie further confirmed, we fee that to 
^ to many) j^ gf eat concernments of the law^ 
talbfng happinci^ are a trivial and impertinent butfi-i 
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tiefs, this is a truth the word doth pafs without regarding: 
fuch as fport at religion when they come to earneft here, 
dare not (land before this difcovery, it concemeth them 
much to reconcile their principles with their praftice, their 
fear begetteth hatred, and both put their wit and invention 
on the rack, how to difpute away any remainder of a con- 
fcience, to imprifon their light, and under the pretext of 
reafon, tun down godlinefs, and the abfolute neceffity there- 
of, yea befides, doth not fenfuality, wherein many wallow 
and fteep themfelves, fo dull and drown the foul, put fuch 
an interpofition of the earth betwixt them and this truth, as 
wholly darkens it? And, oh how fad I that many having a 
large profeffion to be Chriftians, fcarce ever knew, what it 
is to put the word to an eifay arid trial, in the concernments 
of their life, to have their light followed with experience, 
wherein the very truth and reality of religion Heth. '■ 

To clear this, I (hall hold forth fome things, which may 
(hew how Uttle this truth of the Scripture's accomplilhmetit; ' 
is known, or ftudied by the moft of men, 

I. The abounding of fo much Atheifm^ that there are fo 
many, who not only difclaim the praftice of that religion 
they feem to profefs, but do ftate themfelves in moft dire£l 
oppofition to the rules and principles thereof, thefe to whom , 
the Scriptute is but as a romance, yea, do only converfe there- 
with to prove their wit, and parts in impunging the famej . 
who avowedly mock at the judgments, and providences of: 
God; I confefs, thefe may be reckoned monfters, a very 
prodigy in the time, wherein they live, though alas, it is* 
not the leaft part of the world; and which is ftrange, we 
fee the moft horrid Atheifts do ufually abound, where the 
light of the gofpel hath moft ihined, the favage places of the ' 
earth bring forth no fuch monftrous births, as are hatcht 
within the fifible church, for thus the 'judgment of GoA 
putteth a blacker dye on them than others; O what a ter^ 
rible found, fliould the fulfilling of the Scripture have in 
men's ears, if they once came to have ferious thoughts 
thereof, fmce they cannot admit this, butdiey muft certamly: 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



OF THE SCRIPTUHE. 29 

read Aeir own fentence of death, which a few days (ball 
put io execution, and if the Scripture be true, they arc then 
uii^e:Bcably miferable. 

1. That indifierency which we fee amongft men abo^t 
religion, and the mod concerning truths of Scripture doth 
(hew how little this is known or laid to heart, whence there 
is fuch a generation who do not profcffcdly deny the Scrip- 
ture, yet can turn it over in a fchool problem, and wonders 
that men fliould engage fo far upon it; it is not that it is 
hid from them, but they truely choofe to hide themfelves 
from it, as more fuitable to that iptereft they drive, 
that the truth of God, (hould be rather a matter of opinion 
than of iaith, a diihg which they wotdd difpute, but not 
tdfievc; but, O! what other Noughts would a clear fight of 
thir caufe ? that within fo few days, the truths and threaten- 
ings of the word fliall be fad eameft, the fulfilling whereof 
no^rpnefs of wit, nor fubtile arguments, will be able to 
evade ^ 

3. That there is fo much barren theory of divine truths in 
^t ^trorld, with fo little ferious Chriftian diligence, doth 
blidt &dly witnefs how {mall acquaintance men have with 
^Ih^itdi? • Thence we fee fo great a part of thefe who pro- 
MSitf aobiowlcdge the word, and are daily converfing with 
^:* y g ?fe B h give no other accou;it thereof but report, fo many 
^iralBn&isfyingly difcourfe of the Scripture, could never 
|AI A£i^%al to it, * that God is true therein. Whence are 
fi^ttB%gfeat fchool; divines, and able minifters for parts, 
AilFvffil^ Atheifts in their way and pradice? Is it not; 
4l|^«^pbp'|udgedivlnily and religion rather a fcience, and 
AlHiSBip^culation^ dian a matter of fenfe and feeling, 
^Mtt^tt& /fttould more live than fpeak, and cannot be. 
IlifallliSiridiout experience, die true end of knowledge; but 
: be fotind in books, men will not meet with it 
of choifeeft notions, it confoundeth the wife, 
fd tiris^ Vorid, whilft the meaneft, and moft 
oft 'toowetfi more dian thefe of greateft 
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4. The great hypocrify which is in the world, I mttn 
vithin the vifible church, doth too clearly fhew that thi$ 
truth is little thought on, or laid to heart; for what is that 
falfe fhewj and appearance (which we may fay is not a fin, 
but the very finfulnefe of fin,) Is it not the height of Athe- 
ifm ? . and a real contradidlion in tlieir praftice to this, that 
the Scripture of God is true, and will have an unqueftion- 
able accomplifhment: O could any be fo monftroufly irra- 
tional, to drive this poor plot, how to appear that which they 
are not, to be at fuch pains to aci the part handfomely of a 
ierious Chriflian, to perfonate liis tears and grief, his fpirlt- 
ual frame, his zeal for God, if he did think gravely on this 
trutli, and did believe the threatenings of the word; that 
they will furely take place and be within a little no comple- 
ment, but fad earneft, and that he is every hour (landing 
under that Scripture^woe againft hypocrites? I am fure it 
^ould make his very hair (land upright, his joints loofe; and 
his thighs fniite upon one another, could he but ferioufly 
think upon this. 

5* Thefe unwarrantable ways, which in a time of trial, 
men take for their efcape, may witnefs this, that the word 
they do not judge a fure ground to adventure on: Whence 
16 there hefitation in fuflPering times? From that day many 
taking their leave of Chrift, who have rather choofed fin 
dian affliftion; O! is it not? They judge the teftimony of 
the God of truth is not fufficient fecurity . to carry them 
through fuch a ftrait, and are not fully perfuaded that it 
mull come to pafs what he hath promifed; for if this were^ 
tliey ihould reckon it their greateft fafety, to embark their 
intereft on fo fure a ground, and with much quietnefs re- 
pofe their foul, . and difburden their care, by putting it over 
on the word. . , 

6. Wliat doth the frequent difcouragement and uncomfort- 
able walk of the people of God fpeak forth? Dotli it not 
witnefs how little they are in earneft with tliis great trutlx 
of the Scripture's accomplifhment, or eftabliflit thereanent I 
What meaneth thefe diftruftful fears and perplexed ccrn^ 
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|ilaints! If their eyes be but open to know, they have fudi a 

"Well as the promife of God at their hand : How is it that 

the fmalleft ftraits are fo puzling, and ready to out-wit them, 

that they fo ufually ftumble at the crofs? and as things 

from without do appear, their encouragement made to 

ebb and flow: Is not here the caufe? that they ftagger at 

the promife, whilft probabilities in ferae vifible way, da not 

go along for its performance: Its truely eafy to have fome 

fweet notions of faith at a diftance, but whilft the trial 

comes near, upon fuch a clofe approach, that there is not 

another way, but to put the whole ftrefs of their particular 

interefl on the word, and on it alone, many are then at a 

ftand, becaufe thpy are rtot thoroughly aflured, that though 

the earth fhould be overturned, there is an abfolute nccef- 

fity for the promife of God to take place. 

Now from thefe things, may it not appear, that this grave 
truth of the Scripture's accomplifhment is but little know:i 
or ftudied ? I confeft we may fliink on it with aftonifhrnent^ 
how a matter fo nearly concerning is not more our work; 
there are indeed many things worthy to be known, but our 
Ihort life can fcarce allow time, or give leifure for tlie (ludy 
thereof, but O ! this, though we had only two days to live, 
I think might require the one, to be fare and perfuaded a- 
nent the truth of that whereon our heaven and eternal blef- 
fednefs lieth, to which wje muft lay the dead-grip, when 
we are in the paflage, at that ftrange ftep betwixt time and 
eternity. O ! what a wonder, how rational fouls, who walk 
on the border of the greateft hope and fear imaginable, can 
yet be fo unconcerned thereanent; fuch fcrious thoughts 
might force men to retire, and go fit alone; and truely thefe 
things, gravely confidered, may feem ftrange and hard to 
reconcile, 

I. That there is fuch a thing as the very word and tefti- 
mony of God, this day upon record, wherewith we have fo 
much "to do, which doth offer itfelf to men's trial and exaft- 
eft fearcli, and yet we put it fo little to that touchftone, that 
we may know it upon another account, than report or hearfay . 
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2. How in a niiatter of fuch high imporiance^ ais falvation 
through all eternity, and the ground of this hope men 
ihould take the truth on an implicit faith, or fatisfy them* 
felvcs with a common affent thereto, as though it were 
enough to witnefs our believing the fame, becaufe we did 
hever doubt or call it in queftion; 1 am fure men would not 
be fo lax, and fo eafy to fatisfy, in the moft common inte- 
reft they have here in the world. 

3. How can men render to others a reafoil of their hope 
when it is enquired, who did never afk a reafon of this at 
themfelvesj or will thefe feal the truth with their blood, 
who never had it fealed upon their heart by experience- 

4. Whence id it that men can have comfort in Scripture, 
who are not well grounded in the faith thereof? Indeed thefe 
who are folidly perfuaded anent the truth, and its certain 
out-making, may have much joy arid peace, whilft they 
know the ground of their confidence, can bear up any ftrefs 
or burden they lay upon it 5 and for what end did the Lord 
witnefs the certainty of the word by two immutable things, 
wherein 'tis impoffible for him to lie, but that from fo furc 
and ftrong a ground, his people might have ftrong confo* 
lation ? 

5. How can any think to adventure their immortal foul 
upon that, whereon they fear to venture an outward intereft, 
or put over, their deareft things in his hand and keeping, who 
could never fay, they know in whom they believed? 

6. May it not feem ftrange, that men can believe a cer- 
tain performance of the word and promifes, and not be 
more deeply afFefted therewith? O! is this true? Shall it 
furely come to pafs, and not one jot thereof fall to the 
ground, and fhould it not caufe us awake in the night, and 
bear us more company? Ought we not to think ourfelves at 
a lofs that day, wherein we take not a turn in the medita- 
tion of divine truth, if we be fure that thefe muft take place? 

7. I would add, if this be indeed the Scripture of God 
which furely hath an accomplifhment. O ! how arc we fo" 
little Chriflians? Why doth men's walk fo fadly jar -vYi^h fo 
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great an hope? What manner of perfons ihould thefehe, 
that arc perfuaded within a little thefe heavens muft pafs 
awajr as a fcroll, the elements melt with fervent heat, and 
the earth be burnt up? I think if this will not prefs home on 
men to be ferious and diligent, they muft, be in a very fad 
lethargy. 

V. The accomplilhment of Scriptwe is a moft clear, and 
undeniable witnefs of its divinity, that it is his word who is 
not like man to lie, or the fon of man to repent, and hath 
this as its diftingui/hing charafter, that not o^e fyllabk 
thereof falls to the ground: This is the undoubted privilege 
of Gadf and of him alone, to forefee things contingent 
which are many ages after to fall out, and h«tK no depen* 
(lence upon neceffary, and natural caufes 5 and truely, this 
may bega convincing argument, yea, we may fay of ail ex- 
ternal teftimonies is the greateft; but its ftrange to ^think 
what a generation there is who can fport at the Scripture; 
and queftion the truth thereof, who yet did never once feri- 
oufly enquire if fuch a thing be true, elfe fo clear a witnefs 
might ftare them in the face, fuch a party wc fhould look 
on with compaffion, its alfo fad to think at how poor a rata 
far below their allowance, niany of the faints do here live, 
becaufe there is fo little of that excellent and more noble 
Spirit, to fearch the Scripture for their further copifort and 
eftablifhment thereby. 

It is true this bleffed record doth bear witnefs to itfelf, 
and is knowii by its own light whereon there is fuch a vifiblc 
imprefs of the glorious God, fuch convincing marks of its 
true defcent, as may thoroughly fliew whofe it is, and how 
far it exceeds all human invention, and thus by a clear mani- 
fcftation of the truth, doth commend itfelf to men's con- 
fqiences as a fafe ground, whereon they may repofe their 
foul: It is alfo clear, how wonderfully the Scripture hath 
been preferved, and the original copies tliereof kept through 
all ages, that whatever fmall variation there may appear as 
to fome jipiculi^ which in forxie places hath caufed divers 
readings, yet, in any neceffiiry or.fevitig truth the greatefl 
Vol. I. E 
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critics \x^iil confefsthcy do not in tlie lead vary, arid it i& 
kiiown (wherein we are to adore that fpecial providence of 
God) that the Jewifh church, to whom this hcxtd, depofttum 
was delivered, did with fuch exa£l: and fmgular care look to 
the fame, even in the leaft tittle or letter thereof, this being 
the great work and ftudy of the Mazprites, from one age to 
another, to fee to the preferving of that great record, from 
being in the leaft vitiate, or corrupt-, and the greateft adver- 
faries of the truth cannot poffibly deny that agreement be- 
twixt thefe many original copies, in the whole fubftance, 
which may be very convincing to the world. And do not 
men fee, how marvellous the whole frame of the Scripture 
is? What a correfpondency betwiit all the parts thereof, 
that nothing in it doth in the leaft, vitiate the proportion, 
and beauty of the work, but all alongft an evident tendency 
to advance holinefs and conform the foul to God: With a 
wonderful confent and harmony in anfwering to this great 
end; we fee the (implicity, and plainnefs of its ftile, yet 
backt with a convincing majefty, and authority upon die 
confciencej yea, befides it hath been attefted by miracles 
th^t were great in.themfelves, famous in their time, tranf^ 
initted to the church in after ages, with unanfwerable evi- 
dences of their truth, that not only the witnefs of the word, 
hut other prefling,. and rational grounds may let us fee there 
could be no deceit, or impofture therein. ' 

'^Fliefe are a great teftimony to the truth, but I may fay, 
on very fure ground^ that next to that great witnefs of the 
Spirit, there is no argument more convincing to reach Athe- 
ifm a ftroke, and thoroughly fatisfy an exercifed fpirit, wha 
may be plunged aneftt this great thing, the authority of the 
Scripture, tlian a clear difcovery of its performance, whilft 
under the aflault of fuch a temptation; if this be the very 
word of God, they may but retire within and then turn their 
eyes abroad in the world, to fee what a vifible imprefs of the 
word is ftamped on every piece of the work and providence of 
God. Now for further clearing 1 would offer thefe few tilings.- 
• I. Firft tlic acGompIiftiment of. the Seripture is a very 
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public, teftimony from heaven to its divinity, wliilft the Lord 
by his works through the earth which are done in the view 
of angels and men doth folemnly avow that this is his word ; 
• for we miift fay his work within on the hearts of his people, 
and without about the church is fuch, whereat men, yea, 
all the magicians of the earth may {land amazed, and con- 
fefs that nothing lefs than a divine almighty power can ac- 
compjifh the fame. 

2. This gives in the witnefs of all the generation of the 
righteous, who from the beginning have proven the truth 
thereof, yea fealed by the blood of many excellent Chriftians, 
fome of whom though they could not well difpute for it, yet, 
had fo ftrong a demonftration of the truth within, as made 
k an eafy work to die for the fame. 

3. This doth clearly fhew the Scripture is an unchange- 
aWfe rule of righteoufnefs, that alters not but takes place in 
all ages, whence fuch as are wife to bring providence into 
the word, and compare the experience, and remarks of one 
time with anotlier, may have a great reach, and be thus led 
in a fiite path as to the forefeeing of events. 

4. This alfo doth demonftrate that it is his wokI who doth 
anfl^ and guide the world, and hath a fovereign dominion 
ov6t" thfe fame, whilft we may here fee fuch remarkable 
^eifts which both in the pr^fent, and in former times have 
falfenout, as may fhew a power, that can reach the great- 
eft liH^ a ftroke, (hake the moft eftabliihed kingdoms, and 
ty^'0e¥lhz belly of infuperable difficulties accomplifh the 
^$^6i^l'ft^ that furely the^ Spirit of the wheels which moves 
^ISeSI^'^i&^rom him, whofe word this is; for it is not more 
'4^il^*A4t tihcfe curtains of the h^ayena are ftretcht forth 
a*#a(fe*^l^rth, than that the Scripture is ftt-eteht out over 

^BWhl^lBVork artd frame of providence, fo as all the n\o- 
4llpe^%iii fteps thereof, even of the moft cafual things that 
§lfrl|i^ hl^th a vifible tendency to accompKlh thefs ends 
""""' eriS<ii^^ture Ifeth held forth. 

f^learly flieweth it muft be Ills word, who hath 
[ tfiitigs, that were to befal the church, ^^^ thQ 

E2 



Digitized by vJjOOQ IC 




3^ THE FULfILLIKC 

various changes and adventures of every Chriftian's life 
through time, whilft it is fo wonderfully fhaped and fuited 
to every new trial of the church, as if intended only for 
that time, and to every cafe of a godly man, as though it 
had been alone writ for them. 

6. This alfo iheweth, that he who is the author of the 
Scripture, and hath framed that admirable piece, muft have 
fome immediate correfpondence with the fpirit of man, 
knoweth our fitting down and rifing up; yea, doth fearch 
the heart and the reins: for experience can tell how the 
word is diredlcd to the heart, doth reach the moft inward 
contrivances thereof, dodi fo clearly reveal and open up d 
Chriftian to himfelf, that we may fay of a truth, he i^ the 
God of the fpirits of all flefh, and one greater than our heart, 
whofe it is. 

7. I fliall further add, the fulfilling of the Scripture in 
the experience of the faints, doth fhew it is not a dead letter, 
but hath power and life 5 and there muft be an enlightening^ 
quickening fpirit, that furely goeth along with the fame, this 
clearly demonftrates fomething above words, yea, above na- 
ture in the written word, that can make fuch a change upon 
the foul, give life to the dead, open the eyes of the blind 5 
yea, can turn a lump of earth, that formerly tended down- 
ward, now, without any violence, to move from a principle 
of life towards God as the fparks fly upward. 

VI. The accomplifhment of the Scripture is a moft plea- 
fant and truely delegable fubjedl, worthy of our ferioua 
thoughts and ftudy; for here is held out the higheft truth 
for the judgment to contemplate, the truth and faithfulnefs 
of God in tlie word, and here is alfo the greateft good for, 
the affedions to embrace and delight in, as that wherein our 
whole happinefs is certainly wrapt up: it is undeniable, that 
it is the godly man who knoweth beft what true and folid 
ple^afure is; which he doth not lofe, by turning his heart 
from the creature to God, tut maketh a blefied exchange; 
O! how far doth the joy and delights of the foul exceed 
thcfe of the fenfes, and the delights of a Chriftian, how far 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



OF THE SrfRIPTtniE. 37 

t^oth it furpafs that of a natural man, even in his beft eftatc, 
and fure this predous ftudf of the daily performanGC of the 
word^ is one of thefe paths of pleafure, winch would bring 
iiiinoTe folid joy to the fpiht in fifine few hours, than fome 
years wallowing in the carnal delights of the flefh, which is 
but as pleafure in fport^ but quickly tumeth to grief in eat- 
neftj it ii one of the great miftakesof.the world, thatre- 
ligiod tends fo much to fadden and difquiet the foul *, nay 
it is certainly the want of this, becaufe we are fo little tmely 
religious, when we fcruff over our duty; and take but a 
pafTmg look of the ways and work of God in the world, then 
it is indeed very ^ffi'ightening and unpleaf«nt, but when in 
a more Cfariftian way, we do ferioufly look thereupon, and 
get our heart near God, taking the word alongft with us> 
0! how delightful and ravifliing a fight will this bef I truely 
think though there were not a command, though it were no 
duty, nor fuch advantage in the ftudy of this grave truth, 
yet that joy and refreflunent, which the foul would find i^ 
fuch a diligent fearch, in going dqwn into this blefled deep, 
fiiould invite us thereto. 

But vvhen I fpeak of this, what a fwtet and delightf ui 
fubjeQ, the Jperformance and out-making of the Scripture 

aints, and 

from it^ 

which as 

carrieth d 

approach* 

nowlcdg« 

lefs, yea, 

the time, 

ripture of 

t pleafant 

an! what 

and blef* 

exclama- 

for thofe 
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To demonftrate this, I fliall hold out fome things, from 
which we may fee how delightful a fubjeft, the accomplilh^ 
ment of the Scripture is for a Chriftian to ftudy. 

I . Serious converfe with this grave truth leadeth forward 
to prad^ice, and thus hclpeth to bring down theory to expe- 
rience, which is the moft fweet, and defirable of all other 
Jemonftrations, that we can have of the truth of the Scrip- 
ture, and maketh our light clear, and pleafant to the tafte, 
turning the e^ercifc of our judgment, and reafon thereanent 
into fenfe and feelings we are then made to fee what a dif- 
ference there is, betwixt that difcovery which a fpiritual man 
(whofe religion is his praftice) hath of this, and t!ie cold 
winter-light of natural underftanding that hath no heat or 
warmnefs therewith, which is as great a difference as be- 
twixt hearing of fuch a thing by report, and feeing it with 
our eyes. 

2t This blefled fliidy, how the Scripture hath certain ac- 
complifhment, would help to read the word with an other 
Jcind of pleafurc, O, what reprefcntation, fhould then the; 
truths and promifes thereof have to the godly man ! It would 
be as one going in to look over his charters, and the great 
things therein contained, which he doth not in tlie lead de-^ 
bate,^ or queftion, fince they are paft the feals, and fully ra-. 
tified, and now confidereth all which is promifed, as his owii> 
which he lookt in fot^ier times upon, but as a common 
tiling, whilft he made not earneft of the certainty thereof^ 
»nd what an intercft he had in the fame, O, when he read- 
eth that promife of a new heaven and earth, and that glo- 
rious eftate which abideth the faints ! He cannot turn his 
eyes, and thoughts fo eafily off it, but is made to ftand, and 
wonder, that fo great a thing, that will make fuch a mar- 
vellous change in his condition, is even fhortly to come to 
pafs; how fweet, and pleafant is it for fuch to turn over 
thefe promifes,, who can fet to his feal, and bear this wit- 
nefs, that he hath as really proven the truth thereof, by 
fure experience, as he knoweth he hath a real being, fureljt 
Uie Bible is another thmg to thefe, than' it is to the great 
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part of men, ivh(POidy tnake it the fubjeftof their contem- 
plation* , 

3. In this bleffed ftudy we fliould have much laid to our 
liand to obfetvcj and our obfervatioii niade fweet, and pkr.f- 
ant to us^ for there we might fee, how all the p.iths of die 
Lord towards his people, are mercy and truth, this would 
give iis a refrefhfal diary of providence, how in fuch a plung- 
ing ftrait we founid the word fenlibly feakd^ what obferva- 
ble confirmations we have had therewith, at fuch a time, 
and in fuch a condition, the after-recounting of which in an 
hour of trial, or in the evening of our life, would exceed 
thefe greateft pleafuresj the men of this world can have in 
looking over their gold, and greateft treafurcs, which for ma- 
a^years they have been laying up. 

4# In the ferious ftudy of the daily aCcompHfliing of tha 
So^ture, we fliould have a moft fatisfying view and pro- 
fpeft of what Cod is doing up and down the eairth, what 
pu^ofes and defigns he hath on foot, and how things here 
hafe^th 4o work togetlier for carrying on of the fame ; we 
ib|^14 ^*^ what an excellent and curious piece of work this 
f^ifjBte t>f, providence is, which tlie more it is confidcrcd, it 
1ig|pj)e tlie more a wonder ; bow perfect in all its various 
c^i^t^ft^ what an obfervablc concurrence there is there, 
btgfi. fcfffal difcords, which we fee here, do yet agree with 
^.iW^^^j for the completing of God's defign,. which is 
^^|0i^^n, and whiift we think there muft be feme difor- 
4^1^4(jEYtai^ the wheels, we are made after to fee, that this 
fim^^l^'^Was an excellent ftep of providence, confoundhig 
lyja^jiQffl of men, every piece of his way being fo knit to 
9j(f^^^^y^s difcovers to fuch v/ho make tliis blefTcd truth 
^jj^^^^^fStious ftudy, a ^itioft rare contexture beyond tho» 
||«^j^-taking of the greateft attifts tliat ever were. 
W^ might gt) up to that watch-tower of Chriftian 
Dfa,.artd from theftce take a grave look of God's way, 
, work in the world to the Scripture, as the meaf- 
^^ where we fliould fee (and find the iight thereof 
at) how the word every day takes place, doth if^ 
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(m thr^vg^ ^11 t^e vctes and am?}e9 of pfoiwdeiicc^ each Ime 
Mfhereof is fo exadly drawn, as by a pencil in fomQ ftijful 
hgndj to that gre^t ejj^wi^plaT of the Scripture; here, we 
might difeerp xkct^Qmimnt exsimpks o/ judgment and mer-r 
cy, that in every ag^ ^re fct before us, hew wicked mea 
profp^r fpr ^ tim^, y^t have ^ dreadful iffue, and arc fudr 
denlycaft intQ deftr\i£lion, they fpread 9s.a gr^en bayrtree, 
and within a Uttle their place cannot be found, how the god- 
ly are oft fore afflidedi yet flouriftiing ^s th^ pato-tree, 
and the 'more they are depreffedj the more they grow; how 
the enemies of the. church are oft lifted up for a forer fall, 
^nd the church brought low, in order to her^eater enlarge- 
ment ; how judgment findeth out finners, and is oft e3^a4lly 
proportioned in meafure and Hiud to the fin ; and on the 
Other hand, how integvity is fore toffed oft, yet ftiU fall^th 
upon its feet, and overclouded, thgt it may fhinq more bright- 
ly after; how the threatenings. of the word do vifibly over- 
take kingdoms and nations,, bring down great lioufes, qaufetb 
tliofe brought up in fcarlet embrace the dunghill, and letteth 
not the hoary head of cruel and wicked men go oft into the 
grave in peace, and again to confider how the Lord forfaketh 
not his people, but fiieweth refpe<ft to their way ; the good 
man walketh in his integrity, and his feed after him is blef- 
fed. O ! how fweet an exercife were this for a Chriftiant, 
even to lofe himfelf in. • . 

flf. From thence v^e might, in a gre^t n^eafurc difcern whs^t 
of the niglit it is with the churchy if there be any evidences , 
that it is near day, ^nd what fuch 21 finful cafe doth threaten : 
we fhould be fkilful to feel the church's pulfe, and thereby 
find what fymptpms there are of life or death, and perceive 
a dark cloud of judgment cafting up, when it is but like an 
handbreadtli; furely this ftudy fhould make us wife to know 
the times, and what we ought to do therein; for anrongft 
thefe various events, which fall out in every age, the Lord's 
way is confiftent \yith itfelf, and with his truth, if we be 
right on-lookers. 

6' Here we ihould have a mod pleafant and clear view, 
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iu9m ^ Scriptmiic Df Ood eomprehenieth the whole ftatc of 
the chwfh) from -the beginning %o the end of time; lliat k 
15 fi msA Ixdl ?»d perfcd regifter of ajl the viciffitude$ ^i 
alteratioii^, which jire to gp <wrer her head, wWlft in z mili- 
tant condkioij, and doth alfo moft exaftly point out thefe 
ocettrreajoes ajad remarkable events, which fell out in Ac 
ordinary way and icourfc of provideiice, that we may read 
them as evidently in the word, ^s we fee them with our 
eyes fall out in the Wid>rld; for in foHowing this ftudy, we 
fhould clearly fee how the Scripture bringeth the church to 
light, out of the womb of an eternal decree, and doth trace 
it from the firft promirigation of the gofpel after the fall, 
^ou^ thefe dark times before the flood, whilft it was but 
in families, and through that long trial in Egypt j Jand all its 
iettied and flourifhing condition in Canaan^ and carrietli her 
forward through aH the feveral changes of her cafe, under 
hef follo'v^lng decay, and in the times of the captivity, even 
to'^iie manif citation of thrift, and dawning of the gofpel; 
altd as'it thus taketh tsix within its reach the whole eftate, 
2^ stte'fpecial events which did befal the church under tbie 
lft#V fi^ we may fee how the Scripture alfo foUoweth the 
dA^S^^ '.through the whole time of the gofpel, and bringedi 
hii'lfelf^^grain of muftard feed from a .day of finall things, 
%flBiil;lt'iring her to perfcaion, tiketh hex as it were by the 
baiftd^&eali her infancy, and.goeth with iter .through «11 jb^ 
tiiliftiii|h.<rf her condition j through that long and dark night 
of' Aii#iteK'« reign^ pointeth jclcarly out her condition ^nd 
TiteAi** iflaults, that (fhe ihould endure in that time, afad 
1Sk^i^SSsA -viftory which ihe ihould after have, though 
1^ ©ace, but gradually jover hear enemies, and th^ tbp 
^he church do never pajft, but one walketh Aep 
HSgplfli the'othc^:, Amtil it bring her^fe to land, and, 
put her dff its iiand, sxpA guard at the jcomiflg of 




would alfoVlp us to -fwect thoughts, aiil give 
risf a fong in .thiedaddeft night of the church's conr 
Twe fee how^ God's great dcfiga in the vpxW i^ 
Voi.% F. . 
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the acGomplifliing of the Scripture, and know that his ehdi 
which he hath held forth therein cannot be fniftrate, it 
would ferve to filence all our complaints, wi^h wandering at 
God's way, and triumphing in the works of his hands; we 
fliould not then be afraid of evil tidings, a ftormy time would 
not out-wit us, being perfuaded tliat though the earth fhould 
be overturned, it ffiall be furely well with the righteous-, the 
church muft flourifli, and all her enemies be found liars, be-* 
caufe he ^ is faithful that hath promifed, whofe word will 
as furely come to pafs as the fun doth return after a dark 
night. 

VII. It doth now more fpecially concern the godly in 
thefe latter times, t?o fludy this great truth of the accomplifh- 
ment of the Scripture, and fet about a ferious enquiry, and 
fearch therein, as a truth that fhallyet4)e in a further mea- 
fure difcovered and opened up, the nearer the church is to 
the end of time, which may thus appear : 

1 . Herein is the word exprefs, that one piece of the Scrip- 
ture, which from former ages was fealed up, fhould in the 
latter days be clear and eafy to underftand, Dan. laft chap, 
ver. 9. The feal is there put on, but go thy way Daniel, 

for thefe laords are diofedy and fealed to the time of the end; but 
Rev. laft chap. ver. 10. we have that bar taken oiF, Seal not 
the fayings of the prophecy of this book^ for the time is at hand; 
becaufe then the time did draw near, to which a more full 
difcovery, and opening up of the Scripture was referved, 
and a more large manifeftation of the Spirit beyond former 
ages. Now by the laft days, we are not only to underftand, 
the whole time of the gofpel, though' it is thus termed in 
the Scripture, but the latter part of thefe laft times, which 
is more efpecially pointed at, even the clofe and evening of 
time, that laft epocha, and period of prophetic chronology, 
to which a greater accomplifhment of Scripture prophecies 
is referved. 

2. This alfo is expreily promifed, that in the latter-day s 
the church fhall have a more full difcovery of this truth, 
how the Scripture is verified, Dan. laft chap. ver. 4. Many 
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JbMl run to and froy and knowledge Jhall be increafed: which 
increafe, as it cl^rly pointeth at the laft times, and that 
bright day the cjiurch Ihall have, when Ifrael fhall be 
brought into Chrift, it doth alfo point at, and promife fome 
greater light, and a more full opening up of the myfteries of 
the word, and fulfilling thereof-, for the former part of the 
chapter fheweth, that increafe of knowledge doth relate to 
thefe things which were before fealed : we wait and believe 
the further accomplilhment of this promife to the church, 
beyond all we have yet feen, that many Scripture truths 
now dark and abftrufe, fhall be made fo clear as fliall even 
caufe us to wonder at the grqfs miftakes we once had there- 
of; yea, that after-generations fhall have a difcovery and up- 
taking of fome prophecies now obfcure, which fhall as far 
exceed us, . as this time doth go beyond former ages, wliich 
comparatively we muft fay were very dark. O! when that 
promife of the in-calling of the Jews fhall once take place, 
what a wonder will they be to themfelves, that their under- 
flanding (hould have been under fuch a veil, when the truth 
ihall be clear and evident to them in that day.? Will it not 
be^^ fweet and cafy work for the godly, to fort together the 
|(¥Qidi)£iions of the 'v^ord, and the events? And truely there 
W much now wrapt up in Scripture prophecies, not yet ful- 
,iS^^i which we may fay in after times, when the events 
ihl^ l^ttuveil their meaning, will exceed, yea, confound, all 
th9^^4QOiiii)ient8^*many have had upon them. 

/^ ^ It not alfo clear, that thefe prophecies, which of all 

tbe. i^qipture were moft obfcure, and overclouded with dark 

^l^p»@&ja^ allegories, concerning which there had been fuch 

&pi^i9k» and hefitation by the church, fo many perplexing 

'IPdf^'b^ive a peculiar refpe£l: to the laft times? and that 

.it^^Hmyr fhall be made plain and eafy, when fo notable a 

'i8gfe*s*tibe event dipth open them upj fuch as thefe of the 

' ^||jit>|y&$ taking life and rifing again, Babylon's fall and 

. Ig0^|;|j^||kpft's reigning :'witii his faints a thoufand years, 

imhlillgir If" i*" frrr""*^^ j^^^Cy^^ 'r\^y^^^. f^om their be- 

liihment, (beyond former, times, Uut we wait 

F2 ' 
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fot a m^rc fuli commentary^ that tune feall give upon th^ 
fame. 

4. It is in the latter times that the glory of God in hh 
truth arid faithfulnefs^ fhall moft eminently fhine forth, thit 
is a part of the folemn congratulation of the church upon 
Babylon^s fall, Rev. xv. 3. not only great and tnOrvelhuj art 
thy ivorksj but jujl and trm are thy- tocfys^ for truely in this 
ftroke of the judgment of God, and thcfe remarkable provi- 
dences concurring therewith, the fulfilling of the Scripture 
will be fo plain and undeniable^ that we may fay, it will then 
dazzle the eyes of men, even gredteft Atheilis, alarm the 
world; yea, very eiFeflually contribute (we have ground fa 
to judge) to that promifed increafe of the churchi aod in- 
coming of the Jews, when in Anttchrift's fall and ruin, they 
{hall fee {o convincing a feal put to one of the moft confider- 
able prophecies of the word, in the accomplifhment where- 
of, much of the pjophetic part of the New Teftamertt, ise- 
lating to the church's ftate, and her long trial under Aftti- 
chrifl/s reign> may be feen clearly verified* 

5. The Lord hath referved his greaiteft works to the kfi- 
ter days, wherein his judgments fliall be manifeft, and the 
word confirmed by fuch folemn convincing providences, 
that men will not get them paflcd without a remark: we are 
this day witnefles to many fuch, and are looking what thefe 
times fhall yet bring forth, that the great and tematkable 
a£l:s of the Lord, muft force tlie world to fee a divine power, 
and fay, Lo there is an undoubted dccpfnplifhment of the Scrips 
ture, 

6. The church in tliefe laft times hath peculiar advan- 
tages, for underftanding this truth of the Scripture's accom- 
pliftinient, which former ages had not: (1.) A great part 
thereof, that m^xi may fee with their eyes, if they but know 
how to lay the word and work of God together, the Chrif- 
tian church had in former times but dark glances at thefe 
great things, which we have this day vifibly tranfcribed in 
providence-, the promifes were thep travailling in birth of 
that which is now brought forth. {2.) At^ we not Jiiouttti^ 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



ddj as k were, on^tbe {hotilder& of that etperience aiid obr 
ferwtion of fottner times ^ which hacth been traiifmitted to 
us, afftd we muft fty uflon that account, the chutch hath 
now St gre^rter feal arid coiiSirmsition of the truth, than what 
it had In the da^§ df the ptophtis mrtd the apoftles, even 
whea Chtiff was in the flefti- (j.) The temple of God, 
<nKf ark of his- teftaitient, is now opened in heavai, light 
more fully attouriding, and the means of knowkdgej and, 
0! iWuld riot this be much our ftudy, who ha^^e a greater 
talent than former ages; certainly this wiH be a fin of a deep- 
er dye, than in times of ignorance, fincfe we dan be no 
ftrang-erfi^ to the truti}, without fhtltting our cyds, blinding 
4e coiifcience, doing violence to our Kght, when the Lord 
doth give his people fuch folemn cotlfirmatidns. 

7. I {hall aid, is it not clearly foretofd in that D^n. xii. 4. 
iat in the kft titties thfe will be one 6( the fpecial exercifes 
of Ae faifitd, to enquire and mal^e a diligent learch concem- 
iftg the Scriptur^ accomplifhmertt? For its there faid, 
Mdny Jhdtt run to and frd^ atid knoivledge Jhall U iHcreafed: 
imjJortiiTgi that this (hall be much their ftudy, aiid caitfe a 
difigetit feareh, whereiinto the great works of God in thefe 
tirtesfliall invitie them: Arid what ihoiild be the pofture of 
Ac godly in thefe days? (on whom the end of the world is 
come) Should it not be like the watchman in the laft watch 
<A flic nighty who lookcth oft what apjpearance there is from 
the c*ft of the day breaking? A ferious eriqiliry what of the 
Ser^futfe iS fvilfilled, whereby lve may know on very clear, 
grounds, if the night be far fpent, the day at hand, and 
thitdie eomirig of the Lord %6 judgment draweth neat. 

Vffi. This is a great dnd concerning duty, for Chriftians 
X^ ftudy this truth, that they may have fomething more than 
report, hb^ the Scrititure hath a fare accompiifhment^ and 
dofh tab& placg in knees of the time wherein wa 

B*& I riitift thini lat there is fuch a great help as 

^ir fo^nidr^ dftd yet WC fee it not, nor dd ferioufly ponder 
¥^^%i^, >«Aen the comihand h fo exprefs to obferve the 
)»oili^ -the Lord, which- for that end are flicv/ed forth, 
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that men may enquire, and read the faithfulnefs of Qo$ 
therein; yea, that fo great a trutli, which would bide the 
fearch of all the critics of the world, a trutli wherein our 
bleflednefs through time and eternity lieth, (hould offtr it- 
felf to our trial, and yet is fo little known ; O ! who can 
cjiipenfe with the negleft of this duty? by which we anfwer 
that folemn call and invitation of the works of God , do ho^ 
nour him, ferve our generation, are helpers to our own faith, 
are thereby helped to ftrengthen others; yea, are brought to . 
{ee with our eyes, and from experience, what before was a 
itrange thing unto us. 

Now to clear how much this is a Chriftian's duty, to, 
ftudy a praftical converfe with the word, and to be ferious 
obfervers of its accomplifliment, let us confider, 

1. We are thus helped to declare the works of the Lord, 
and to give him the glory of his faitlif ulnefs ; and is not that 
a grave duty? which at all times, in every ftation and condi- 
tion of life, fhould engage men to this ^ftudy; thus every 
Chriflian may become a witnefs to the truth, and put his 
feal thereto, for which he fliould think liis life truely defir- 
able^ and doth in no fmall meafure, attain tlie true end 
thereof, though he had no other opportunity for his mafter's 
fervice; we muy fay. This truth of the Scripture's- accom- 
plifhment like a great roll hath been tranfmitted from hand 
to, hand, from one age to another, attefted, and as it were 
fubfcryjed by fo many witnefles, it doth thus come to our 
tin>e,, and to every man's door, and require their perfona\ 
witneffing and fealing of the fame. 

2. This fhould make it an eafy work, to truft the word, 
and to adventure thereon in the ordinary occurrences of their 
life, they may well truft God in a ftrait, who have fo fkrong 
an argument t6 make ufe of, that oft they have tried him, and 
tjie truth of his word, by many, many experiences j wilt 
not thefe that know his name truft in him? wjiich was 
a notable teftimoney from a ferious Chriftian in a very 
iharp trial. Oft have I tried God, and /hall I not learn to trull 
l:itn cnce? 
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3. Tiiis doth lay tibe Chraftiath in the way .of that promift:, 
Pfal. evil, laft ver.avpromife.trudy large and coniprehcnih:Ci 
but little coniidered, that Juch as are wife toobfervethe ijoorks 
of God J they pall. fee the loving hndncfs of the Lord^ even in tlieir 
own particular cafe made out to them \ yea, whilft they arp 
ferious to obferve his .works, abroad in the world, and his 
way to others, they ihall be no lofers hereby at home, but 
find tliis prbmife meet them, and turn tliebr general obferva* 
tion unto perfonal experience of the loving kindnefs of the 
Irord, — , ^" 

4. Thus thQ laints, by experiencing the trutli of the word, 
g^t a convincing feal thereby tp their intereft in the promifc> 
for; begun poifeflion is indeed a ftrong witnefs to this right, 
when thy can ;fiiy, tb^y have got ascertain returns of the 
word, which they have put to an eflay, in fpme particulars, of 
thelt Jife^ as they are fure of any thing they did ever fee; i\j 
thatrfrom unqueflipnable experience they oiay fet up a pillar, 
aad write thereon, HithertQ bath the I^<?rd helped lu. 

. 5. Thus Ihoukl Chriftians, with muph advantage, be help- 
ed to convince gainfayers, for its fure, Atheifm could not 
m^e. fo bold and public an appearance, if men did not fo 
minph take their rejiigion o^ truft •, O ! the ferious experienced 
n)a% ^n with another confidence own the uutli, whofe ex- 
peisienc^ and obieryatioii of tlie works of Gpd, give h^m an 
argRimi^t that nonp caij anfwer, while not only he can aflert, 
butf^Qi^uA and lead men to the things themfelves, that 
a^f mi*y fee if in fuch ^nd fuch particulars, the Scripturctj 
be.^ot truely fulfilled, ; . . 

ili^yhx^ihQ providence. of God (hould have a more fweet 
r^f^Sim% countenance, when from this great height, that 
w^l^liMiLW^r of Chriftian pl^^rvatipn, we take a look there- 
q^itilifciitruely otherwife, men will ftumble af ^he moft ordi- 
CMUgrgdft^c^nfetionSj and; think- God's workisa.mafs.of <:onfur 
fiiiiljltpiti /jf^rr we arfe taught to fee, how. the written word 
. 'VtitMk%Mm$ ate linke4ii^:a..moft fweet agreement, 
.3|{#^!||(Jay thus tr^ce,«iivino truth, even by our fenfe^^nd 
<;aiitti join tlie word, and experience in, a regular cor- 
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idpood^nce; yea^ thus we&ould have a clear tfanfciipt of 
the Lord's way with hLs church, tadcen out of that great au* 
thcntic original of the Scripture, and thejre fee on what a fo- 
Ud bafis and foundation, that magnificent ftruiiure of pirovi- 
dences raifed up, what a notable Jcey fcoiild we thus have for 
Opening the Scripture, by a ferious hUmMe enquiry after the 
w^Mrks of God ? where not only the impreflion and fign of 
the power, but of the truth aiid faithfulnefs of die Lord are 
fo very legible. 

8. This is a piece of our talent, wherewith we are intruft- 
cJj of which every Chriftian ihould ftudy a ferious iniprove- 
ment, knowing they muft render an account^' what their ob- 
fervation of this great truth hath gained, and what further 
cftablifliment and confirmation they have thus attained. 

9. I would add, the toncemment and weight o£ this ftiidy 
may prefs it much on us, fpr if the Scripikure*^ accomplifh- 
ment be an undoubted truth, O! then this is fure, the faints 
have a great inheritance, they are princes, though now un- 
der a difguife, and though yet minors, they are heirs of 
more than the world can fliadow forth ; the Chriftian is theii 
more happy on a dunghill, fcraping his fore, than fuch who 
arc clothed in purple, and fare delicately every day; if this 
be furc, we ihould look with compaffion, rather than envy 
thofc whom the world doth account happy: we need not 
qfteftionthe gain of godlinefs, then it is fure, that fuch who 
fow in tears fhall reap in joy, and the rigl^iteous, though no# 
trampled under> in the ihoming fhall have dominion; yea, 
in a word, we may then on fure ground folace ourfelves 
with the thoughts of that great change, which will be with- 
in a little, when the grave muft render back her prifoners, 
and may with as much affuranceof a Wcffcd refurreAion lie 
down in the duft, as we are Hire there will be a morning, 
when we lie down at night. O! then, there is a heaven 
and a hell, that is certain, eternity is not a night dream, 
and one moment fliall (hortly put an end to all ottr fervices, 
yea, the (hutting of our eye4ids at death, (hall but open 
them in the p^radife of God. 
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HAVING touched tKis truth a little in the general, I 
(hall now hold forth fome arguments, whence the accom- 
pliihmcnt of the Scripture may be demonl^rate; they arc 
thcfe five, which I intend to profecute in the following 
difcourfe. 

I, Argument, to prove th^ Scripture is certainly fulfilled, 
and hath an accomplifhment is this, that which hath been 
in all ages the teftimony of the faints, what every particular 
Chriftian doth feal from their frequent and fure experience, 
what is"found and proved by them in their daily walk upon 
exafbeft trial; yea, what as many as ever were ferious in re- 
ligion do witnefs, mud be certain and true. But the accom- 
plifhment of the Scripture is fuch. 
'Therefore, 8cc. 

II. Argument, that which is manffeft and legible in the 
whole courfe and tenor of providence about the church, and 
by clear convincing inftances, both of judgment and mercy, is 
made out to the obfervation of every age, muft be a certain 
truth, but the Scripture's accomplifluncnt is fuch. 

Therefore, 

III. Argument, that which hath not only the Chriftian's 
teftimony from experience, and of the church from conftant 
obfervation, but is obvious even to the view of the world, 
which from the confcicnce of the worft of men doth force 
a teftimony, that they can neither fhift nor deny, which alfo 
may be demonftrate to the conviftion of ordinary obfervers, 
and hath a public acknowledgment from greateft Atheifts, 
and mockers of religion in every age, xpuft furely be a clear 
truth. 

But, &c. Therefore, 

IV. Argument, that which was to take place in fuch and 
fuch periods of time, and hath accordingly come to pafs, 
the event exaftly anfwering to the predidlion; yea, that 
whereof the great part is now fulfilled, and but a little at 
this day remaineth to be made out, muft be a certain truth. 

But the great part of the Scripture is thus already fulfilled, 
and but a little thereof now remaineth. Therefore, 
Vol. I. G 
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V. Argument, that which not only is for the mofl part 
already accompliflied, but is a thing whereof we have fuch 
fure confirmations, yea, fo great a pledge in our hand from 
the Lord, that what yet remains (hall be certainly fulfilled, 
mu(l it not be an undoubted truth ? But the Scripture as to 
thefe fpecial prediftions that are not yet made out, is fiich 
concerning which the Lord hath given his people a very 
large pledge, and ftrong confirmations, now in thefe latter 
times, to believe their certain accompliihment. Therefore, 

ARGUMENT L 

THAT the Scripture of God, contained in the Old and 
New Teftament, wherein our great hope and comfort doth 
lie, is certainly true, and hath a real accomplifhment, may 
be thus demonftrate, that it is tried and proved in the godly 
man's experience, to which in all ages, yea, from innumer- 
ble proofs the faints hkve put to their feal, that this is a fure 
and faithful teftimony. 

Experience is indeed a ftrong demonftration, and it is fuch 
a witnefs, as leaveth no room for debate, for here the truth 
is felt, proven, and afted on the heart, which the Chriftian 
knoweth well, and is as fure of as he is perfuaded that he 
liveth, or that the fun when it fliineth hath light and warm- 
nefs therewith J it is true, the world liveth at a great diftance 
with this, they only converfs with the found of fuch a thing 
and we know the naked theory of Scripture truth hath but 
a fliort reach, and that it differeth as far from that which a 
fcrious practical Chriftian hath, as the fight of a country in 
a map is from a real difcovery of the fame, where the dif- 
ference is not in the degree, but in thcvkind: yet though this 
grave teftimony of experience is a thing whereto many (alasf 
too many) are ftrangers, we muft fay fo much thereof is 
obvious, as may force its authority on men's confciences, 
and fliew there can be no fallacy or dclufion in this witnefs, 
if they but allow the ufe and exercife of reafon, feeing it is 
not the record of a few at one time, or in one corner of the 
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eattli, but a folemn witnefsfrom the faints and followers of 
God, whofe judgment and integrity their adverfaries muft 
often confefs; yea^ of all the faints in every age, tlirough 
tht whole univerfal church, in parts of the world mod re- 
mote from other, and this, by moil frequent renewed proofs, 
hath found and experienced the truth and real accompliih- 
m^nt of the word : and now, if this be not fufficiently con- 
vincing) I would but add, O! will you then come and fee? 
be but Chriftians indeed, and then ye will no more debate 
that teftimony -, and truely it is a very poor fhift, for men 
who have the Scripture before them, which of itfelf doth 
witnefs its authority, and this backed with fo folemn a fbal 
from the Lord, by his works and providence, to debate the 
Chriftian's witnefs from their experience, becaufe they do 
not fee this themfelves, for what is the caufe thereof, is it not 
their choice ? that they do not follow on to know the fame ; 
the truth of God feeketh credit from no man upon trull, yea, 
craveth no more, but that by a practical converfe they 
would put it to a trial, and then it (hall not decline their 
judgment. 

. Now to profecute ,this argument a little, I (hall point at 
{iE»ne fecial Scripture-truths, with which Chriftians have 
Z9oft irfual trade and converfe in their own cafe, and give in 
therewith their teftimony, how thefe are clearly proved and 
yerijled by moft fure experience: it is not to be here under- 
ftoodj the giving a particular account, with refpe£l to per- 
fonSj time, or other circumftances, how the word doth thus 
take fhcc^f I think it may be fufficiently convincing to in^ 
Ibu^e m the general fuch clear uncontroyerted experiences, 
;9ihK^ are well known to the godly, and have by them been 
oft Jproved, amidft the various changes of their life, (though 
aot by i»ll in the fame meafure, but fome fuitable proportion 
^ thpfcdifferent fizes, trials and wreftlings) which can wit- 
ISglirjI^t real correfpondence which the word hath with the 
ace of the faints j and truely, concerning thefe I may 
ae confidence affert, they are not naked, or airy nor 
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tions, but fuch as can witnefs their truth to the ferious 
experienced Qiriftian, whom on this account I dare atteft. . 

I (hall here inftance five fpecial truths of the word, which 
are much tried and proved in Chriflians' experience; I. That 
there is fuch a contrariety betwixt the flefli and the fpirit, 
as the Scripture holdeth forth. II. The deceitfulnefs of 
man's heart. III. That there is fuch a fpiritual and invifi^le 
adverfary, with whom we have war. IV. That the pro- 
mifes of the word have undoubted accomplifhment. V. 
The truth alfo of the threatenings, I mean ftich, under 
whofe reach the godly may faU. 

I. That there is a contrariety betwixt the flefh and the 
fpirit, a law in our members rebelling againft the law of our 
mind, is a truth very clearly proved to the Chriftian, whofe 
experience, though fad, doth undeniably verify and confirm 
the Scripture, Gal. v. 17. Rom. vii. 19, 21, 23. this is a 
piece of the word, which holds forth man's nature in its 
true fhape and form, whether their bias and inclination 
moft eafily tumeth; yea, fo marvelloufly anfwereth their 
experience, that to queftion the fame, were to put it far 
beyond queftion, that they know nothing of a new nature, 
or principle of grace within. For whoever made earneft of 
religion but their firft acquaintance with the peace of God, 
was the beginning of this war; it is then that the houfe di- 
videth, and corruption fetteth up a ftandard, yea, no fooner 
can any begin to be a Chriftian, but he muft be a foldier al- 
fo, and we may fay, none ever attained fuch a meafure of 
mortification, or was fo old in the grace of God, as could 
privilege them from the ftirrings of the old man, and ne- 
ceflity of that complaint. Who Jhall deliver us from a body of 
death? But whatever advantage fome of the faints have above 
others, yet in this their experience can witnefs. 

I. They nqw know two diiFerent parties within them- 

^ felves, that until once grace came they could not under- 

ftand. whrch at the fame time, in tlie very fame ai3:ion do 

aft oppofitely one to the other; yea, that there is no fpiritual 
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^Uty, wherein the flefli (though not always in fuch a pre* 
Valejit degree) doth not fliew fome adive refiflfance. 

2. That all the ftirrings and motions of the flefli have ftill 
a tendency, congruous to their own nature, to turn the heart 
carnal, and to alienate it from God, fo as it is eafy to di(* 
cem, how in thefe the rife and the end do thoroughly cor- 
refpond. 

3. That this is a cruel tafic-mafter if once it bear fway^ 
imperious in its command, and violent in its purfuit, fo thskt 
their experience may herein tell, its a fore and an intoler* 
able thing for a fervant to bear rule. 

4. That to things moft forbidden the flefli moveth moH 
impetuoufly, fo, as it will even break through the hedge^ 
though fure thereby to be fcratched with thorns; yea, it is 
c£t fo eager in its purfuit, that it will follow the bait while 
the hook is moft difcemable. 

5. That when once this doth fwell and wax fat, they 
may upon another intereft cry, Wo/s us our leannefsj for 
like the fcales of the balance^ they find a proportionable 
abatement and depreiling of their fpintual life as the flefh 
goeth up, yea, they have caufe to know how every ftep of 
diesr heart going fortli to the world, is a ftep that doth put; 
ti^em further off from God. 

. 6. That the more clofely the law is preft in its fpintual 
eactaat) yea, the more fpiritual a duty is, tlie more fully op* 
pofite tibey find their carnal heart, and though the flefli may 
bear up; a little with the form of religion, and hath more 
complacency with that way which lieth moft in externals, 
j^ i&cannot endure the power thereof, it can fuller men to 
le-kypocrites, but not trueiy Chriftians. 

5^ To reftrain and bring this under bondage they find 
thaft it doth put the fpirit fo much at liberty, wliich g' tting 
ip^ieins for a little will leave the foul work for n-cmy d tys., 
»|dMfrtdlfad after-gtoans pay back an hour's plcafurej yea, 
" *a know when the outward man is low, ?.nd upon a 
ri^ay, it hath not then hindered, but rather ^-ii- cc 
F^^d thek inward joy and ilrength^ 
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8. That indulgence to the ileih caufeth a fenfible tiiick 
interpofitjon between heaven and the foul, whence they are 
fo clogged and hampered in their flight and motion toward 
God, yea, thus have often their choicefb duties been made a 
fore and grevious taik. 

9. TTliat this is the true rife of their ufual perturbations, 
and doth ilill put fome jar betwixt them and their lot, and 
doth hinder a fatisfied enjoying of that which the;y have, 
through murmuring at tliat they v/ant; yea, they know that 
to pleafe the flefli hath been oft .the caufe of their greateil 
grief and difpleafure. 

10. They alfo find how the defilement of their fpirit doth 
help to darken it, which overgrown witli the llefli, can have 
no clear difcovery of fpiritual things, but the more feparate 
from the body, and purged from thefe grofs dregs, they find 
tliemfelves at a farther advantage to converfe with divine 
truths, which thus they get difcovered beyond all that na- 
ture can reach. 

11. That the heart of man is deceitful and defperately evil, 
Jcr. xvii. 9. Jer. iv. 14. Prov. iv.* 23. is a Scripture-truth, 
whereto the Chriftian's experience doth anfwer, as the face 
anfweretli to itfclf in the glafs, yea, we may fay, it is fo clear- 
ly demondrate to tliefe who were ever ferious about tlieir 
inward cafe, that while they thus read the word in tliem- 
felves, and are m.ade to read tliemfelves in the word, they 
may with wonder acknowledge, that he which can found 
this great deep of the heart, and draw fo vive a portraiture 
thereof, is furely one before whom all things are manifeft, 
who doth fearch and try the reins, aud knows what is our 
mould and fafhion; this is one of the very fitfl Jefibns which 
praQlcal religion doth teach, and the mere nearnefs with 
God, aixd further meafure of grace that is attained, the 
more clear difcovery there will be of this; O! what fad 
hours, what bitter complaints hath it caufed ? This oft doth 
mar the Chriftian's feafl, and mingle their wine with gall and ' 
wormwood; I am fure, if that excellent company of the 
faints, who have been from tlie beginning to this day, could 
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be brought together, to give in their fuflrage and witnefs 
concerning the deceitfuhicfs of the heart, there would be 
one joint teftimony to this truth ; we fliould find that Enoch 
who walked with God, Mofcs with whom he fpake face to 
face, that beloved fervant who leaned.in Chrift'sbofom, and 
he who was caught up to the third heavens were no (bang- 
ers thereto, but could witnefs thus : 

1. That it is within which aileth them mod, and their 
greateft adverfaries are m^n of their own houfe; yea, that 
in the word of times there is dill more caufe to complain o£ 
an evil heart, than of an evil and corrupt world, there being 
no worfe company than they are oft to themfelves. 

2. That no time of their life, but might give them fomc 
further proof, that they are fools who truft their own heart, 
which oft will efcape and over-reach their quickefl reHeftion, 
even when both their eyes are on it ; yea, that there is no time 
that alloweth the putting off their armour, or to difniifs their 
guard, not the beft cafe, the greateft eftablifhment in grace, 
nor the evening of the day, though they tvere within fome 
minutes of the crown and complete visS^ory, doth privilege 
them from the experience of a deceitful heart. 

' 3. That under the befl frame they find there will often 
luA that which after-time doth difcover, that for the prefent, 
though it had been told, they could not have believed, until . 
frequent experience maketh them fee that the word knew 
theit heart better than themfelves. 

4. That to bring home their heart when once it gocth a- 
broi^, dr recal the liberty they have given it, is not cafy, 
tvMcfe ^th no fooner parley with a temptation at a diftance, 
ddvastite to fport therewith, but it quickly turneth to ear- 
n^, 2ttid is ready to yield. 

* : 5* 'Tfey know the conftant need to have a watch upon 
ttefir fenfes,'and to make a covenant with their eyes, which 
cfe ^tticUy'betray their heart, fo eafy il^is to be deceived, 
^R8§^"^.*^ow warm, and to take need-fire unon the fmalleft 

mmr > ^ . / ^ 

^^Hoir quickly alfo their fpirit doth flacken and lofe its 
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benfi^ even in the greateft advantage of their cafe their expe- 
rience can tell, that vrhen in fome meafure they have been 
raifed up in any fpiritual enjoyment, they were then in haz- 
ard to be lift up to the wind, and to have their fubftance 
difolvcd in the more folid part of Chriftianity. 

7' What a fight have they fometimes of theinfelves, fuoh 
as would be a terror to them, if the heart and motions there- 
of could be writ out to the view of others, or that any were 
witnefles to that, which jn one room will dwell befide the 
grace of God as its door-neighbour. 

8. In a word, their experience doth witnefs how foon the 
ftrongeft refolutions will evanifh, that they are not oft in the 
evening what they were in the morning, nor for many hours 
do they keep the ground they had attained, but ReuhetCs 
chara6^er, unliable as water, may be (till their complaint 5 
yea, I am fure, as naany as ever obtained mercy to know 
themfelves, can tell that its part all reckoning, how oft their 
heart hath deceived them when they trufted it moll : this e** 
very day may caufe them fit down, and admire the grace of 
God, which can mend, what they fo oft mar, and is ftronger 
to fave, and preferve, than they are to deflroy. 

III. That as there is a body of death within, they alfo 
know there is an adverfary without, Eph. vi. 12, i Pet. v 8. 
John viii. 44. whofe way, and devices, and method of tempt- 
ing doth moft exaftly anAver the difcovery of the word \ 
this is indeed a truth, which Chriftian experience in all ages 
doth witnefs, that no fooner they had a ferious look after 
God, but found themfelves purfued by an invifible party, 
whofe approaches though fpiritual, are yet certain, and moft 
fenfibly demonftrated, befide that which the word doth 
clearly teach ; yea, it is fure none of the faints were ever 
privileged from fuch experiences, for herein doth the Chrif- 
tian's warefare lie, but O how fweet may the evening be while 
they fit down, and»can fing that fong, Our foul hath efcap- 
ed as a bird from the fowler. I (hall here give in fome- 
thing of the godly man's experience, which can bear wit- 
nefs to this. 
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I. That there is furely an other party than the world, or 
tljiemfelves, with which they have to do, ap invifible advcr- 
faiy without, whom they perciflve by that fenfible corrc- 
fpondence he keepeth with their heart within, by thefe \no- 
lent inroads, importunate folicitations, thefe ipetuous moti- 
ons, wherewith they are fo ftrangely hurried, and 6ft driven 
over light and judgment, yea, over their ftrongeft refoluti- 
oiis, fo as he may be as difcernable to them, and that there is 
fomething therein befide themfelves, as if they converfed 
with him in an outward vifible fhape. 

2. That fince the time when they began to look after 
Gody and to know any thing of his work upon their fpirits 
they have been acquainted with moll affrighting, dreadful 
temptations, and do now percievc his rage, and violent pur- 
fuit to bring them back, wliich they knew not before, when 
at peace with their idols and iinful way. 

3. That the mark he levelJeth at, to wfiichhis ufual temp- 
tations have a tendency, is their foul and inward man, to 
hinder communion with God, and to turn their heart off 
from him, to break the law, and lay afide commanded duties. 

4. That his ordinary approaches to the heart are oft by a 
very fmall thing, he needs no more but an open door, op a 
Mul look for the difpatch of a temptation, and knoweth by 
a wound in the eye, how to carry death in to the foul. 

5. That he is fuch a party as knoweth his time and oppor- 
tunity, can change his weapons, and bulk the hook with div- 
ers baits, and yet he is always at hand, when the heart is 
litfed up, when they are out of their duty, and in a carnal 
frame, to put in then with fome temptation, and fifli in fuch 
adrumly water. 

6. That his way doth truely anfwer his » name, fpiritual 
wickednefs in high places, this being fo difcerned, by daily 
experience that he hath the advantage of the ground, is a 
mod fubtile obferviiig adverfary, who lieth in the dark to us, 
while we are in the light to him, pj.kI knov/eth how to corre- 
fpond with our corruption, and to fuit liis temptation to our 
natural temper (wherewith he is well acquainted) and to our 

Vol. I. H 
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calling, and our company, to the prefent (trait, to our predo-* 
minant inclination. and to our retirement, and folitude, yea^ 
that he is one who knoweth how to follow in and ply with 
fuch a gale, when we are in hot blood, or in any diftemper, 
and difcompofure of fpirit. 

7. That he can transform himfelf into an Angel of light 
and fuit his temptations to the fpiritual exercifes, and enjoy- 
ments of -the faints; that there are temptations on the right 
hand as well as on the left, which are fo refined, and fo like 
a Chriftian exercife that they can fcarcely difcern the weed 
from the flower, and moft dreadful errors from the choiceft 

' truths, to whicfi they oft have a great refemblance, though 
at laft it doth appear that the native tendency, even of the 
moft fpecious errors in the judgment is id loofenefs in prac- 
tice,- and to make men religioufly irreligious. \ 

8. That he is alfo a roaring lion, which they have, oft 
proved by the dreadful blafphemous injeftions, thefe fiery 
darts which are thrown in with violence, wherewith there is 
no concurrence of the inclination, or confent, but a difcern- 
able force put upon them, aflaulting them with moft horrid 
Atheiftical thoughts, even while their heart doth rife with 
abhorrence, and enter tlieir diffent againft the fame. 

9. That he is a moft reftlefs adverfary who is going ftill 
about and giveth no ceflation, but with purpofe to return at 
fome greater advantage; and is no lefs terrible in his flight 

, than in his aflault, and that he can fpeak out of a friend as 
well as out of a foe, yea, and doth then nwft dangeroufly 
tempt, when the temptation is leaft feen, or difcovered. 

10. That his temptations do not only drive at engaging 
of the heart to bring fin to the thought, but alfo the bringing 
it forth to the atS:, for putting fome blot upon their walk, 
and converfation. 

11. That he is one who is overcome by refiftance, and 
dofh flee before thefe that withftand him, which they have 
oft proyjed, that they have returned from prayer with the 
fpoil of their adve rfary, and at fuch a time have been made to 
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wondei7 how that which hath oft foiled them, (hould have 
beefl their temptation. 

12. They alfo find by frequent obfervation that though he 
is moft fubtile, being indeed one who through long experi- 
ence, and continued praftice hath attained a great deal of 
dexterity in tempting, yet, that he hath one ufual method, 
and fuch devices which the ferious Chriftian, by daily expe- 
rience, and watchfulnefs, may eafily difcem, and perceive his 
temptations in their rife, and at a diftance, while tiiey are as 
it were, creeping up the wall; yea, thus in fomemeafure he 
may find out the depths of Satan, and know hoyir to avoid 
the net fpread by that great fowler. 

IV. That the promifes of the word which are held forA 
to the godly for their ufe, and encouragement while they are 
in the way, have a certain accomplifhment, and are a fafe 
ground to adventure upon, and worthy to be credited, is a 
truth tried in all age3 whereto experience of the faints can 
give a large teftimony. 

Now in fpeaking to this grave fubjed, it is not needful to 
fpeak any thing of the nature, and divers kinds of promifes, 
nor whence it is that we live at fo poor a rate, and fo un- 
comfortably while fuch a well as this, is at our hand, for its 
eafy to read the caufe within ourfelves, we fow fparingly, and 
venture Iktle out, therefore we have fo fmall an increafe; 
there is a price for wifdom, but it is in the hands of fools 
■who have no heart thereto, but this doth not concern us here, 
for I only aim to hold out this, that the promifes which God 
hath given his people in the Scripture, are of unqueftioAable 
verity, and have as real, and fure perfon;nance in the faints' 
experience, as they are fure of that which cometh moft necef- 
farily to pafs, by the work and concurrence of natural caufes as 
that the fire doth bum, when combuftible matter is added, 
or the fun rife after its going down; for indeed this truth is 
fo nxanifeft, proved by fuch innumerable experiments, a- 
midft the various changes of a Chriftian's condition, that we 
might fummond as many witnefles as have been followers of 
God in the world, which are not a few, who in all ages h^ve 

H2 
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put the piomifes to an eflay, and put their feal thereto that 
God is true ; yea, to afk at fuch, if they knew wheth^ there 
be a truth in Scrpture promifes, that cometh not to pals, I 
think were to enquire at a living man, whether he feeth and 
feeleth, or if their be fuch a thing as' motion, fince they have 
as fure, and fenfible a demonftration of the one, as he hath 
of the other. 

But ere I fpeak any thing particularly to this, I would firft 
premit fome things to clear what we undcrftand here, by the 
faints' experience of the truth of the promifes, in thefe fol- 
lowing confiderations. • 

I. We would qonfider, though the Scripture hath here 
its accomplifhment, and is intended for the ufe of the 
church, and every particular Chrillian, while on the way in 
his militant condition, yet there are fome promifes of the 
word, yea, the greateft, which belong to the faints, that will 
not be fulfilled, until they have call off their armour, and are 
called to divide the fpoil, their experience of which, will be 
the high prize of the calling of God in Chrifl, whereof all 
which they enjoy is but an earneft. - ^ 

2» We would confider that the great intent of the Scrip- 
ture, and promifes thereof, is not for contemplation, but that 
we may knpw them by experience, and drive a bleficd trade and 
commerce therewith, the merchandize of which is better than 
that of gold, for here lieth the Chriftian's life in the world s 
yea, it is a great part of their talent, the promifes, which are . 
not to be laid up in their heart and memory as in a napkin, 
but they muft give an account what experience they have 
gained thereby, and thus the diligent hand fhould make rich. 

3. Whatever be the different fizes and degrees of experi- 
ence among- faints, according to their growth and age in: 
Chrift, yet it is certain tliat the meaneft who have intereft in 
the promifes, and did ever grip them in earneft, and put- 
them to trial, muft know fomething of the performance -of 
the fame in their own cafe, for the Lord doth not fuffer his 
work in his people to want a feal. ^ s •■rf,A^i<*rt^ "^i^\ ' v ^ 
• 4. The godly's experience hereof is then rtiuch made out. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



OF THE SCRIPTITRE. ^ , 6l 

>vhen they are much in obfervation, and we know little of 
the truifti and performance of the proraifcs, becaufe we are 
not more habitually in ^ frame to obferve; thushe goetli 
by, and we perceive not : but they never wanted confirma- 
tions, who were ferioufly feeking to be confirmed. ift the 
truth of the word. 

5. The fpecial mercies and providences of a Chriftian 
life are a certain return of the promife, and in that way do 
meet them as the proper channel of their conveyance, for 
they are the fure mercies of the covenant; and how refrefh- 
ful is it, that all the feveral cafes of the faints, and tlieir 
outgate thereof, their meaneft as well as their greateft necef- 
fities are comprehended in the word, and under fome pro- 
mife, and were allforefeen in his everlafting view, who hath 
fo marvelloufly fuited the fame to all that his people ftand in 
need of, as if it had been directed to fuca and fuch a Chrif- 
tian only. 

6. This helpeth to make the mercies of the godly man to 
have a peculiar and fvveet relifh, and to be fome way twice his 
mercy, when he gets them in fo immediate a way reached 
to him, as it were out of the promife, and as an obfervablc 
return from Heaven, when thus the Lord fealeth his word 
to him by his work, and the way of the word he findeth 
hath been the way of his comfortable out-gate, tliat when 
he hath had no other efcape, but to turn into the promife, 
and to caft himfelf upon it, he gained his experience; he 
trufted in God, and was helped, and can give in this tefti- 
mony of him, that he hath both fpoken it, and himfelf alfo 
hath done it according to his word. 

7. It is not any extraordinary thing we here underfland 
by the Ghriftian man's experience of the truth of the pro- 
mifes, it is not a rapture or revelation, or fuch as fome of 
the faints have upon fome fmgular and fpecial account had, 
for we have not any promife for ttefe things, but it is fome- 
Aing well grounded upon the word, which conflantly hold- 
^ in the Lord's ordinary '»^y of procedure with his people, 
^cording to the tenor of the covenant, for his word doth 
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good to them that walk uprightly, and doth certainly take 
place in the experience ,of every ferious and diligent 
Chriflian 

8. This is not the teftimony of a few, but the record of 
all the faints fince the beginning, whofe experience doth.al- 
moft harmoniouily agree, and bear one witnefs that he is 
faithful who hath promifed, and it is not that which a Chrif- 
tian hath found once or twice in his life, but the daily food 
of fuch as live by faith. 

9. This doth put a ftrong obligation on the godly man 
to the word for the time to come, for thefe who have tried 
it often may ^yith much confidence truft it in the day of their 
ftrait. 

10. The experience which the godly hath of the real per- 
formance of the promifes is a mod convincing evidence of 
his flate in Chrrft, it is the earneft and pledge of the inhe- 
ritance, and full accomplifliment of that which remaineth, 
that the Lord will make perfeft what cpncerneth him, who 
hath been his help hitherto, and will be his exceeding great 
reward in the end, who hath made him find fo much of the 
gain of godlinefs here by the way. 

Now having premitted thefe things, I fliall here inftance 
fome particular promifes, wherein the Chriflians' mod ufual 
trade and commerce doth lie, and to which they give in 
their, fej^l and witnefs ; ^ I confefs, if all thefe proofs which 
the faints have had of the fulfilling of the promifes could be 
gathered together, we might make ufe of that divine hy- 
perbole, The world could not contain the books that fhould be 
ivritten thereof. O ! what an admirable volume, what an exr 
cellent commentary and copy fhould this be of the Scripture, 
to fee it thus turned over into the experience of every Chrif- 
tian, it would be fome way as eafy to number the dcops of 
rain and dew fince the creation, as to reckon aU thefe pre- 
cious drops and emanations of love, the fenfible returns and 
out-makings of the promife, which they have had in their 
experience; I truely think it could hardly be beli^ed, 
tliough it were told, what fome of the godly here havti 
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found in the way of the word, but it is fufficieht to anfwer 
die defign of this work, to Ihew that there is a fenfiblc de- 
monilration and performance of Scripture promifes, concern- 
ing which the experience of the faints in all ages doth agree, 
that by many confirmations the Lord hath often fealed the 
truth thereof to their fouls. 

There are ten fpecial promifes held forth to the godly in 
the word, which I (hall here inftance, and therewith hold 
forth what a clear teilimony their experience can give of 
the undoubted truth and accomplifhment of the fame. 

Firji tnjlancey Is that promife given to believing, to fuch 
who credit the naked word, when there is no probable ap- 
pearance of its out-making, and thus give God tlie glory of 
his faithfulnefs, which we have exprefly held out, i Chron 
XX. 20. Pfal. cxii. 7, 8. John'i. 50. 

To clear the accompliihment of this promife, I ihall but 
appeal X.Q that teftimony the faints in all ages have left there- 
of, yea, to the prefent experience of the godly at this day, if 
they have not certainly found it fo. 

1 . That when in a particular they have trufted God there- 
with, and got their fpirit quiet in a recumbency on him, he 
hath dealt with them according to his word, yea, if then 
from clear convincing returns of the promife they have not 
been made to fay, it did never repent them that they gave 
more credit to the teftimony of God than of their own 
hearts. 

2. That they have not found a more fweet andobfervaole 
iflue, than when their help lay moft immediately on the 
word alone ; never a more fenfibte outgate than when leaft 
of fenfe, and moft of faith was in carrying them through, 
when little of the creature, and much of God appeared in 
their mercy, and where they were at the loweft, no way of 
efcape, but to throw themfelves on the promife; they have 
then had the Ijeft retreat, yea, their fupply as fenfibly felt as 
their need and burden had formerly been. 

3. That their greateft difficulties and fhakings anent the 
promife have helped to their further confirming^ and efta- 
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bliflimdnt, fo as they can fay, the Lord's way, by brangHng 
them firft, yea, to their fenfe, loofing their grip hath helped 
to faften it better, and that which for the time did fpeak their 
<tafe moft helplefe, hath made way for his more eminent 
appearance, and manifefting of himfelf. 

4. That their greateft venture (and giving moft out hath 
ufuaily had the richeft income, the moft eminent experien- 
ces of their Hfe have followed the moft adventurous afts of 
their faith, yea, upon an after-reckoning they have oft found, 
that their adventuring of life, eftate, and credit on the pro- 
mife of God, even in thefe things, hath very obfervably 
been their up-making. 

5. That where they have moft been a friend to their faith, 
there hath faith alfo been moft a friend to them, in their 
ftanding to the credit of the promife, over the belly of great- 
eft obje£i:ions and falfe reports raifed thereof, they have 
found a very evident mark of God's refpe£l to the fame, 
caufing them to fee, that he will honour fuch who thus ho- 
nour him. And it is indeed worthy of a remark, what we 
have of Caleb upon record, that he took pait with the pro- 
mife of God againft that difcouraging report which then was 
raifed of the Anakims and their walled cities 5* and therefore 
the inheritance of the children of Anah was given to Caleb 
and his fons, in their lot, from the Lord. 

6. That believing doth always make way for fenfe, and in. 
their clofihg with the naked word of promife, they have not 
wanted the feal of the fpirit of promife, but have found a 
fweet calm, their burden fenfibly eafed, when once they got 
it laid on the word, which they can fay hath been their firft 
refting place, like the very fixing of the motion of the needle 
towards its right point, when their fpirit had been reftlefs, 
and in greateft agitation. 

7. That thefe greateft difappointments, which their hope 
in the word feemed to have, they have found afterwards 
moft to their advantage, when their returns have not only 
been according to their faith, but have often exceeded their 
adventure, nnd been far beyond what they believed, yea,- 
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that from frequent experience they may fay, the ifllic of tnift* 
ing the word, how long fo ever they thought it deferred, 
yet, came always in feafon, was never too late and out of 

8. That this did never occafion bitter refleflions, or was 
their upcaft before the world, that they trufted God in a day 
of ftrait and were not helped; but this teftimony have all 
fuch left, who have moft credited it in a difmal hour, that 
none fliould fear after them to hazard upon fuch a hand, 
and venture on the promife, for their faith hath oft taken 
them well and comfortably through, where both fenfe, and 
reafon have been ready to fink. 

Second Infianccy Whereby we may fee the performance of 
the promife in Chriftian experience is this. That God truely 
heareth prayer, is near unto his people in what they call 
upon him, agreeable to his word, and will anfwer their dc- 
fires, we have this promife moft exprcfs, Phil. iv. ver. 6, 
Pfal. xxxii. ver. i6. Pfal. Ixv. a. Pfal. xci. 15. 

Now the accomplifhment of this piece of Scripture is fo 
very clear, that I can atteft the experience of all the genera- 
tion of the righteous, fince the beginning, what frequent 
and unanfwerable confirmations they have got of this truth 
in their Chriftian walk, fo that I am fare, no man ever was 
in earneft in the matter of religion j and a ftranger to thisj 
yea, that he was never more certainly perfuaded of any thing, 
than of this that God doth hear prayer. O if men's fouls 
were but in their foul's ftead whofe evening wreftlings, and 
tears, the Lord hath often turned into a morning fong, they 
ftiould know this is no delufion.' I ftiall here touch fome- 
thing of that experience , which by many proofs the faints 
can give as a witnefs to this promife. 

r. That when they have oft with Hannah^ gone in before 
the Lord in the bitternefs of their fpirit, they have been 
made to return with a fenfible and marvellous change in their 
caf<?j yea, when in going about prayer, they have been put 
to wreftle with much diftemper and deadnefs, they have oft 
feen the wind difcernably change, and therewith tlieir fpirlts 
V0L.L I 
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lightened from under that burden, an obfervable calm and 
ferenity, after much inward perturbation, yea, they can fay, 
that they have found their hearts thawed and put in a flulh 
of tendernefs, upon the back of a moft fenfible reftraint. 

2. That acceft and liberty to pour forth their fouls to God 
when he hath filled their mouth with arguments, and ena- 
bled them both to wreftle and wait, they have found a fa- 
vourable crifis and begun out-gate, yea, the very turn of a 
fad cafe, which they have got from the Lord, as the pledge 
of a further anfwer, and that when he thus prepareth the 
heart, he dotli caufe his ear to hear. 

3. That when they have been under a moft dark cloud, 
they have found their fky clear, have got a very fenfible tafte 
of God's acceptation in prayer and of his taking their fuit 
off their hand, even while the matter was ftill in d^pendance 
before him, yea, that tliey have oft had iuch a fatisfying 
impreffion of God's mind, and perfuafion of his anfwering 
their defire, as hath helped them cheerfully to wait, yea, 
fometimes to fing the triumph before the yidlory. 

4. That when they had been much in prayer, they muft 
alfo fay, it hath been die time wherein the fpirit hath flour- 
iflied, was moft lively, yea, then they had tlieir beft days^ 
then, the candle of the Lord ihined upon their paths, and 
his dew lay all night ypon their branches, and they have 
found there is an evident, and proportionable abatement of 
their fpiritual life, and encouragement in God, according 
to their wearing out in the cxercife of this duty. 

5. They have many times found, that when there was no-» 
thing left them, but to return into God, and they knew of no 
other way to come through but to pray and look up, they 
never found a more fweet and feafonable out-gate, fo that 
moft obfervable times of prayer, hath been alfo the moft ob- 
fervable times^ of their experience, and they can fay from 
many proofs, it is no hopelefs bufinefs, which is put over 
jupon God by prayer, though there be fmall outward ap- 
pearance. 

6. Tli;it it is not in vain to follow out a fuit before the 
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throne, but accefs and moyen in heaven is as fure a way to 
come fpeed (which they know well) as greateft moyen upon 
earth; having fo evidently found, while many feek the ruler's * 
ftFour, that the determination of every thing is from the 
Lord. 

7. That prayer with quiet on-waiting in the ufe of means 
winneth comfortably through, where over-caring, and car- 
nal policy, in the ufe of all other fhifts hath been forced 
to (lick. 

8. They know by experience, that as there are judicial 
times, wherein an inhibition as it were is laid on them from 
the Lord, in their \^Teftling, yea, and a fore reftraint on 
their fpirits, which hath been very fenfible, fo alfo they ha^e 
found times of prayer let forth before fome fpecial mercy, 
and deliverance to the church, whereby they couH in feme 
meafure difcern its near approach. 

9. That on the back of fome folemn addrefs, and applica- 
tion to God by prayer, and falling in a day of ftrait, they 
have often feen caufe even from that day, and upward to 
date a remarkable return and out-gate, in which even com- 
mon obfervers might difcern, what an evident anfwer the 
church's interceffion with God in times of extremity hath 
had. 

10. I may add, the faints know this fo well by experience 
that furely God heareth prayer, even in fuch and fuch a par- 
ticular, that they can with much confidence adventure, and 
make an errand of the meaneft, as well as their greateft con- 
cernments to him, having fo oft tried, and found that fcri- 
oufnefs and fincerity in addrefs to God, was never in vain, 
but whatever be the times, therein his promife taketh place, 
their heart fhall live that fi^k God, 

Third Injlance^ Is the promife of the Spirit, and pourirfg 
out of the fame, which we have clear in the word, Ifa. lix. 
2f. John xiv. 16. Luke xxiv. 49. Rom. viir. 16, 1$. 

The accompliflnnent of which is fo manifeft, Aich a fen- 
fible demonftration thereof, in the experience of the faints 
Aat I am fure thi^ can no more be denied, than thefe who 
][ 2 
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are wanned with the heat of the fun, can deny their fenfe 
and feeling, that the fun hath fuch an influence; and doth 
not the Chriftian's fpiritual walk, bear as convincing a wit- 
nefs to the fulfilling of this promife, as any living man, by 
walking in the way, fheweth that he hath a foul, and prin- 
ciple of life within him. Now to demonftrate this a little 
I would but touch fome of the ordinary experiences of the 
faints therein, which they do teftify and by clear undeniable 
evidences know to be no delufion. 

I. -That wlych caufeth fo real a change upon them, 
which maketh them alive to God, who once were dead, 
creating them as it were of new, that which bringeth a clod 
4)f earth fo near heaven, raifeth them fo far above themfelves 
to a delightful converfe with things not feen, that while 
their place and abode is here, their company and fellowfhip 
is above; that which maketh' all things new to them, and 
doth fo far change their nature and inclination, as caufeth 
them find more fweetnefs in a fpiritual life, than in the plea- 
fures of fin, yea, reconcileth them with the law and exercifes 
of a Chriftian, where once there was fuch contrariety, O ! 
is not this a real effeft of the Spirit, and no imaginary 
thing. 

^. That whereof they were altogether ignorant, when 
they were ftrangers to God, and knew not if there were a 
Holy Ghoft, but by report, now, fince there being bom a* 
gain they find themfelves entered in another world, brought 
out of darknefs into a marvellous light, and of this are fure, 
that once they were blind, but now they fee, is not this a 
proof of the truth of this promife ? 

3. That which maketh them fee more of God in his word 
and works at one time than at another, whence is this dif- 
ference and inequality, the Scriptures are at one time the 
great things of the law, which are at another time but com- 
mon things to them ? The objeft is the fame, but O! what 
different manifeftation thereof? Whence is it that fuch a 
light fpringeth up in the word, that openeth up this deep, 
and maketh them fee the wonders of his law, and within ^ 
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little tiothing but dark nigKt, do not the faints know this weMt 
a^id that it is no delufion? 

4. That which maketh fuch fenfible liberty in their foul> 
and confidence in their approach to God, after fore bondage 
and fear, which raifeth them often fo far above their ordw 
nary frame, as they are not only quickened and refreflied 
themfelves, but do obfervably warm others: O! how pier- 
cing and favoury are their words, which fliew what diffeiw 
cnce there is oft betwixt a Chriftian and himfelf, betwixt a. 
dead exercife of a gift which reacheth the ear, and than 
which melteth the heart, and doth even reach by-ftanden* 
with a pieafant perfume. 

5. That which maketh fuch a fudden change in their cafe 
under ordinances, that their heart that died within them as 
a (lone, ere ever they were aware hath taken life and need- 
fire with a word, yea, hath been poured out within them» 
fo as their beloved's voice hath had another found ; O then! 
they think not the time long, the word is as the honey from 
the comb, fo as they have oft wilht a perpetual arreft upon 
their fpirit in fuch a condition, that none may ftir up their 
beloved until he pleafe; can that be any delufion? 

6. That which bringing in promifes feafonably into their 
mind in the day of their ftrait, and caufeth the word tryft fo 
fuitably to their prefent cafe with fuch a fatisfying impref- 
fionof the fame, as doth give mofl fenfibte and prefent 
eafc. 

7. That which fo clearly by the word difcovereth to men 
their own heart, and doth fearch them out in their moft 
dofe and retired thoughts, that they have been oft made tea 
Wonder how the word is upon all their fectetsj is not this 
the candle of the Lord? 

8. That which doth demonftrate their (late and being in 
Chrift, by an argument which is beyond all words, and 
doth by power in an irrefiftable way anfwer all obje£lions^ 
smd turn the moft froward cafe into a bleflfed calm, and hath 
nude a fimple word moreeffe£lual in a moment, than moft 
]p€i(^afive arguments could be. 
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9. That which maketh fuch abundant joy fprlng up in 
the heart, when there is no vifible gi'ounds for the fame,* 
like the dry bone gufhing out water, mufl: furely be fome 
fupernatural and excellent power, that cannot only bring it 
out of nothing, but out of contraries. 

^ 10. That which giveth them fo fenfible a tafte of the 
powers of the world to come, fuch a ravifhing glance of the 
inheritance, that they could hardly fometime forbear to rife 
at midnight and fing for joy in the hope thereof, and hath 
given them fuch a difcovery of God at fome fpecial times, as 
hath made them judge that all tl^ey ever knew of him before, 
was but by hearing of the ear. 

11. That which is fo difcernable and fenfibly felt in the 
prefent time, that Chrift's return to the foul, and the out- 
letting of the fpirit hath been as evident oft to the faints as to 
that martyr, who was forced to cry out at the (lake. He ii 
comey he is come; and hath been fo fweet when enjoyed, that 
the remembrance of fome of thefe times hath been very plea- 
fant and refreftiing; yea, this is fuch a tVmg as moft obferv- 
ably tryfls the godly man in the way of his duty, according 
to the word. ' 

12. Th^t is no delufion, the withdrawing whereof is fo 
fenfible to them, as it maketh their duty, wherein they have 
had delight, become their burden, when they are put to row 
with oars, the wind being gone, and maketh it like night to 
the foul, when the fun is gone down, and fad experience 
hath oft fhewed them, how the overclouding of their foul, 
the withdrawing of the fpirit and comforter doth obferv- 
ably follow a fitting up of their duty, and yielding to any 
known fin, by which it is grieved. 

Fourth injlance^ Is that promife for direftlon, which God 
hath given his people in the word, that he will guide them 
with his counfel, will order and direft their fteps, who do 
commit their way to him, and teach them the way that 
they (hall choofe, PfaL xxxvii. 5. Pfal. xxv. 9, 14. Pfal. 
Ixxiii. 24. 

The fulfilling of which hatli been fo manifefl: to thefe whq. 
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^vet made eiraeft of acWowledging-God in their viiajrs^; and 
committing the conduct thereof to him, that I (hall but attcft 
their experience^ if they have not this teftimony to give : 

I; That to truft God with their cafe, and give hini the 
guidjng of their. way hath taken them much more eafily 
through 2. plunging cafe, than over-caring anxiety, .yea, tlie 
liord's/direding their fteps, and making things fuccefsfu], 
when they have committed the fame to him, hatli been oft- 
en as fenfible to them as their ftrait and difficulty was. 

2. That the way of the word hath been the beft expedient 
for taking them fafe and comfortably through, and that they 
never repented that they did more confult their duty than in- 
clination, when they were at a ftand about a particular, and 
did not debate the command, even while there fecmed a lion 
in the way. 

3. That they were never left without counfel and direfti- , 
on when their eye was (ingle and ferious about it, and it was 
not fo much want of light as of an heart to clofe tlierewith^ 
that niade their way oft. fo dark, but when they fubje£tcd 
themfelves to God's mind, they fou^d that fuch who follow 
him fliall not walk in darknefs* 

4. That light and counfel doth tryft men in following the 
conimand, and the pra£lice of known duty hath helped them 
to know more their duty, and that light did moft abound 
wh(^ It was their ferious lludy to follow the fame. 

j;4.They found that it was never in vain to enquire after 
God's inind by prayer, and alfo in the temple to make a re* 
fe^nee of a particular to him, when Jt was too hard for 
^em,. but have often feen the word evidently dirc£led to 
^pk^and fuch a cafe, as if they had gotten a return from 
*Ijtew^ by an audible voice. 

(fci TJvey alfo know that God's follbwlng in light with a 
P^Jl^^ul impreffion, his teaching the reins, and inftru^ling 
?ff|^<^ronghandis no dqlufion, but the fure and well giround- 
^^pcrience of moftjfolid Chriftians in all ages, yea, moft 
*" a^e from any falfe impulfe, and fome fpecial piece of 
J/fervice, which God hath laid in their way, wants 
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not ufuaJIy fome fpeclal call backed with fuc& light and aiu- 
thority, as in an irrefiftable way, can aiifwer all objeftiojis, 
to nuke them go bound in the fpirit about fuch a duty. 

y. How God's fpecial dire£ling hand hath been oft very 
fjbfervable, not only in preventing and croffing tlieir way^ to 
withdraw them by fome iharp difpenfation from their pur* 
pofe, but fenfibly overpowering them, fo that they have 
been plucked as it were back from unavoidable hazard, that 
they could not find their paths, 
■ 8. I (ball add, they have oft obfervably found how eafy 
their way was made to them when the Lord doth counte- 
nance, and profper the fan^e; what fweet concurrence of 
providences, how then difficulties have moft fenfibly been 
taken out of tlie way, yea, wind and tide going along with 
them, in fuch a manner, that they have been forced to fec^ 
and confefs a divine hand therein. 

Fifth injlance^ Is the promife of pardon, and forgivenefs 
\tfhich God hath given his people in the word, that for his 
name's fake he will blot out theit iniquity, and remem- 
ber their fin no more, yea, is ready to pardon, which is expref- 
ly held forth, to thefe who are truely humbled, Mic. vii. i8. 
Jer. xxxi. 34. Ifa. xliii. 25. 

Now that there is a real accomplifhment of this, I am 
fure the experience of the faints can in all ages clearly wit- 
nefs, what joy and peace this hath accafioned, what a fenfible 
demonftration, and folemn confirmations they have had of 
tlxia promife, fo as their very bones might fing ; Who is like 
unto theey Lord? It is true, real pardon of fin doth not al- 
ways infer the fenfible feeling thereof, and when it is remit- 
ted in heaven, there is not always a declaration of it in the 
confcience, but it is alfo fure, that this is fenfibly felt, and 
that it is tried by all, even all the generation of the righteous 
to have had as powerful an operation on a difquiet, troubled 
foul, as ever wine, or the choiceft cordial could have on the 
fick, or faint 5 Ol if thefe who queftion this, were in their 
cafe, to whom God fpeaketh peace after a ftorm, they Ihould 
know how real, and certain that is: I would offer the 
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Qhfiftian's witnefs to this promife, from many, many experi- 
ments, by which the Lord hath fealed it to their foul, where- 
by they know afTuredly it is no fancy, or delufion. 

1. How this hath as fenfible a connexion with the feri- 
ons exercife of contrition, and repentance in their expe- 
rience, as it certainly hath in the word and proraife; while 
they find, that in filence, and keeping up their cafe from 
God, their bones have been troubled, their fpirit in a reftlefs, 
and difquiet condition, until once they made an addrefs, and 
got their foul vented by confefTing to the Lord which was 
then like a kindly turn, and coo! of a fever. 

2. They know it is no delufion that is found fo certain a 
cure to a wounded fpirit, under the fenfe of fin, a wound 
which the world and all its diver fions could never heal, 
whofe pain and grief, no mufic can allay (a drop, of divine 
difpleafure being enough to turn all their pleafures into 
^orm-wood and gall) but, O! a taftc of this unfpeakable cor- 
dial, one warming look of a reconciled God, they know by 
experience, can give prefent eafe. 

3. It is no delufion which they can command no more, 
than the fun to fhine when overclouded, or ' the wind to 
blow, but when it lifteth, which the mofl: perfuading moral 
arguments can no wife efFe^kuate nor all their former expe- 
rience, yea, the letter of mofl refrefhing promifes, which 
fcmetimes are to them, but as the white of an egg, without 
tafle, until once the fpirit breathe, which not only difcovereth 
the ground of their joy in the word, but doth alfo caufe 
them to rejoice therein, when it ihineth upon the fame. . 

4. It muft be no delufion which caufeth fo marvellous a 
change that after greateft difquieting fears, they have found 
moft fenfible manifeftatioiis of love, the greateft flood on 
the back of the loweft ebb in their fpiritual condition, which 
oft hath forced them to retreat, what their fears and jealou- 
fie.s did utter; yea, hath made them enquire with wonder, 
-whence they are fo cheerful to-day, who yefl:ernlght were fo 
broken and cruflit: whence their fpirit fliould be in fo fweet 
a calm, that fo lately was like the raging and troubled fea. 

Vol. I. K 
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5. That this hath oft met them, as a bleft furprifal, and 
unexpefted welcome, when they have in. a backfliding cafe 
come into God, they certainly know, that when they knew 
not how to adventure, and at what end of their raveled con- 
dition to begin, counts having run long over, yet on their 
very firft addrefs, have got a fweet difappointmerit to their 
fears, been helped to their feet, yea fometimes have had 
as it were the fatted calf killed, to make merry with their 
friends. 

6. That which hath an audible voice within, fo ftrong 
an impreflion upon the foul, which canieth with it fuch a 
clear Satisfying difcovery of God's heart and love, is furely 
no delufion, while the intimation of that one truth. Tour 

ftns are forgiven^ or any other word of promife for that end, 
tliey have found to be an argument Beyond words, which 
they could not refift, but for the time, have been as fure, 
they fee and feel this, as that they live, yea, can no more 
call it in queftion, than formerly they could get it believed. 

7. That is no delufion, which caufeth them with another 
kind of freedom, approach to God, maketh them know there 
is a fpirit of adoption which fets the foul at libetty, from 
the fore bondage and thraldom, under which their former 
backfliding had put them, yea, a thing not only fenfibly felt 
by themfelves, but may be difcerned by others, while they 
cannot fmother the joy of their heart, or hide in their coun- 
tenance, fuch a change of their condition, that truely God 
hath dealt comfortably with them. 

8. Hath not this the faints in all ages witneiTed even a 
joy unfpeakable, and full of glory, which though but of 
Ihort continuance, yet for the prefent fo flrong, as hath 
ravifhed their foul with the hope of the inheritance above, 
and clear view of their intereft in it, yea, fometimes made 
them fmg for joy, in expeaatioA of that blefled day, but>.0 ! 
this is better felt than exprefled. 

9. And in a word, can that be a delufion, that hath oft 
turned the poor man's hell into a heaven, M^hich tryfts the 
Chriftian in the way of his duty, and the work doth fo exa(^- 
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ly anfwer the promife, moft fenfibly after greateft fliakings of 
the confcience by the law, and can make a fad outward lot 
fo very fweet and pleafant, caufe them triumph over the 
wrath of men, to fing in a dungeon, to abound and have all 
things under greateft wants, look grim death cheerfully in 
the face in its moft dreadful' afpe6t, yea, doth make fo great, 
and vifible a difference betwixt the Chriftian'and himfelf. 

Sixth Inftanccy Is that promife of encouragement and fup- 
port under the crofs, which is exprefly held forth in the 
wordj that the Lord will own his people, bear their charges, 
and be with ihem in trouble, in the day of their fuffering for 
his truth ; yea, wjll bind up the broken in heart, an^ heal 
their wounds, Pfal. xci. 15. Ifa. xliii. 2. chap. xli. 17. and 
chap. xlix. 14. Pfal. ix. 9. Ifa. li. 12. 

Now, that this promife is a truth, and hath a certain ac- 
complifliment, the experience of the faints in all ages will 
witnefs, and we know their teftimony is true, what at fo- 
lemn times of God's> prefence, they have had in a barren 
tvildemefs, how great a cloud of witneffes doth feal this, 
and give their teftimony to the crofs of Chrift, of which we 
may fay, the fame, and fweet favour hath gone forth, and 
fpread abroad through the church, ^he father? have told it 
to the children, and one generation to another, but how 
little a part thereof can be expreffed.? I think it would be a 
marvellous record, if the fuffering, and prifon experiments 
of the faints, were particularly fet dowoi, what they have 
found under the crofs, but it is well, we know this promife 
hath been, and this day is evidently fealed, concerning which, 
I dare atteft the experience of as many as did ever drink of 
this bleffed cup, and were counted worthy to fuffer for the 
teftimony of Chrift, if this be not a faithful and true witnefs. 

Firft, that they have oft tafted^what communion with God 
is, in the fecret duties of a Chriftian, alfo in the public or- 
dinances, and in a fpecial meafure, at fome more folemn 
times, but, O ! never knew his prefence and communion 
with him more fenfibly than under the crofs, yea, have found 
that the work, and fer\'ice of a fuffering time, as it is not 
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the ordinary fervice of cve^-y idjiy, hatk alfo a peculiar, and 
more than ordinary allowance. 

2. That they never knew divine ftrength more fcnfijbly 
than when (hey have been moft preffed above their awn 
ftrength, that in the day they were caft on God's immediate 
care, and ordinary means ;of their help moft withdrawn, 
they had never lefs caufe to complain, but might often fay 
this as their experience, they thirfted not when he led thpm 
through the wijdernefs j yea, tk^t they have no time of their 
life found their mercies more obfervably try ft thej?!^ more 
fweet and fatisfyiqg, than when by prayer and believing they 
were put to dig the well, and wait for the rain coming down 
to fill it, 

3. That they never found more true liberty, than in the. 
houfe of bondage, more refrefhing company, than amidft 
their greateft folitude, while they found him near, whom 
gates, and bar^ cannot Ihut out, in the day when all things 
elfe feemed to frown upon them, that their midnight fpngs 
have been fweeter than all the profperity they fometimes 
enjoyed, and that tliey have oft proved, that the deeper any . 
2^re in affliiSlion for Chrift and his truth, they are alfo tli^ 
deeper in confolation. 

4. They muft fay, the moft fatisfying and clear difcoveries 
'of the world are under fearching and ftiarpeft trials, that a 
fandified exercifed affliclion they have found one of the beft 
interpreters of the Bible, and the word then to be stnother 
thing than it is at other times, yea, even to have been that 
to them which they could defire it to be, fo as tjiey are fure 
it hath been fhaped out, and direfted for that prefent plunge 
their foul was in. :. . .. 

5. That there is a vei*y eafy paiTage-and difpatch betwixt 
• heaven and an opj)rei]ecl aflflicied foul, an obfervable vent by 

prayer, and more fenfible accefs to God's face, when other 
things have moft frowned, yea, they can witnefs from expe- 
rience, he ftayeth his rough wind in the day of his eaft wind: 
while he fhutteth one door he hath fet another open, that 
•jy,hen the ^orm withoul; Jhath l?een very fliarp^ they Jhavc 
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found a fweet calm ajid fun-fhine within to make it eafy, 
and when he Jayeth on one fore trial he will take another off. 

6. They can tell what a fweet comfortable parting they 
have oft had with fome fharp trial, which at the firft was 
bitter as death, but in the iplofe, after fanftiSed exercife under 
the fame, they have found caufe to leave it their blefling, and 
confefs that the time of greateft jealoufy^ and fear upon their 
part, they have found on God- s part, hath been a time of 
greateft kindncfs and love, the fharpefl wounds from fuch 
an hand and heart as his hath tended to a cure, yea, tliat 
circumftance and ingredient in the fame, which of all was 
ipoft hitter and grievous, even there they have found their 
out-gate and encouragement mofl: remarkable. 

7. That the peculiar advantage of a fanGified trial is not 
fo well feen as afterwards, when the cafe hath altered, then 
they found a long and rough ftorm recompenced at their 
landing, with a rich loadning of experience, another kind 
difco.very of God, his way, and the certainty of his word, 
than they formerly had won to, fo as now they can fpeak of 
him, and the good of the crofs, and adventuring any thing 
for Chrift with fome greater efteem, on an other ground 
than report, or an hearing thereof by the ear. 

8. I ihall add, what hath been the frequent teftimony of 
thefe who ever endured tribulation for the gofpel, that their 
remembrance and after-reckoning upon this account hath 
not been fad or bitter, when they fat down, and compared 
their gain with their lofs, their up making with thefe days 
of trial that have gone over tlieir head, that they would not 
then exchange their experience, or want what they have 
found by the crofs, no, not for many more days of trouble 

* and afSiQion. 

Seventh Injlancey Is that promife of the word, which inte- 
grity in an evil time hath, that it. fhall preferve their fteps, 
and be the beft mean to help thefe through that keep God's 
way, yea, even in this life fhall not want fome witnefs of 
<?od's refpe6i:, Pfal. xviii. 25. Pfal cxii. 4. Rev. iii. 10. 

Now to hold forth the accomplifhment of tliis, I may with 
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confidence appeal to the obfervation of the faints in all ages, 
who ever made it their ferious ftudy to keep their garments 
clean in a time of trial, if their experience, hath not this tef- 
timony to give. 

Firft that though at prefent, honefty in evil times hath 
brought them in hazard, and with Jofeph to a prifon, yet, it 
hath brought them out alfo, with obfervable advantage, yea, 
however the Lord did order their out-gate, they have found 
this did land them well, and always bring them to a comfort* 
able harboury. 

2. That honefty and faithfulnefs hath an authority, even 
on the confcience of tlieir enemies, and leavetli ufually a 
conviction upon them; yea, hath forced a teftimony, and ap- 
probation from fuch men, and they have oft found better 
entertainment, than thefe who in a fmful way have fought 
to pieafe them. 

3. They have found this always the choiceft expedient, 
and beft policy in a dangerous time, which hath obfervably 
met them, when they had moft to do; a thing w'hereof they 
have reaped the fruits in the day of their ftrait, and times of 
judgment, yea, though it .hatii occafioned fometime their 
fufferings, yet it hath been alfo their fafety, and proteftion 
from fiidder fufferings. 

4. That though integrity is oft under a dark cloud of re- 
proach, yet it winneth ft ill w^ll out from under the fame, 
and hath ftiined ufually more bright afterward. So as they 
might have had caufc to obferve, what unexpeftcd means the 
Lord hath made ufe of, for their clearing. 

^ 5. That while their enemies might have (were it not for 
the preventing goodnefs of God) quarreled upon fome other 
ground, tliey have been obfervably led to purfue, and make 
them the butt of their malice for their honefty, and that 
wherein they have peace before Gcd, and have been kecpcd 
from hitting on the right caufe. 

6. They find how unfpeakably fweet this is, upon an af- 
ter-reckoning, and in the evening of their life, that then they 
reap a comfortable harveft, of that they have fown with 
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touch fuffering and tears j O! then it doth not repent them, 
that integrity was their choice. 

7. They have fometime found a hundred fold, even in 
this Hfe, and an obfervable up-making in that, which they 
have been willing to lofe and hazard mod,. 

8. They muft alfo fay, integrity was never their ruin, but 
an out-gate was oft brought about in a way, they could not 
have expefted, yea, the Lord's (hutting all other doors 
upon tliem hath been, that he might open one himfelf, like 
Hagar^s well, fpringing up in the wildernefs. 

9. That in making their aim, when they had a large heart 
for 'God, they have not then wanted an opportunity for evi- 
dencing the fame, their encouragement hath abounded with 
their duty, and they have got much in, in giving much out 
for Chrift, that there was no fuch feaft in the world, as they 
have fenfibly found in the teflimony of a good confcience. 

Eight Injiance^ Is that promife, which is held forth to the 
Chriftian in the word, of ftrength and afhflance to go about 
duties, Ifa. xl. 29, 30, .31. Pfal. xviii. 6, 14. FfaL Ixxxiv* 
v. Pfal. Ixvlii. 28. 

To clear this, that it hath an unqueflionable performance, 
I attell the experience of the generation of the righteous ; 
who ever knew what it was to ferve the Lord in fpirit, who 
by many fenfible confirmations, have not proven the certain- 
ty of thefe things ? 

1. That when they have gone about duty under much 
deadnefs, and ftraitnefs of fpirit, they have found a very fenfi- 
ble enlargement, and got their bonds loofed, which furely 
they could no more command, without the concurrence of 
divine help, and fome thing above nature, than thefe who 
fpread out the fail, can command a fair wind, when it is- 
crofs. 

2. That God's help and concurrence, was never more dif- 
cemable carrying them through, and making them ftrong, 
than in the day, that, to their own fenfe, they were moft 
weak, when they have gone about duty under greatefl fears, , 
and fainting in fpirit. 
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3. That when they had moft confidence iii themfelves, 
and judged they were at greateft advantage, in their going 
about fome duty, they have ufually had the faddeft retreat, 

' and found that a fure truth. Tie race is not to the fnvtfty nor 
the b&ttle to the Jlrong. 

4. They know well what an influence divine concurrence 
hath, not only upon tlieir inward frame, but alfo upon the 
cxercife of their gifts, yea, upon the common {labilities of 
judgment and memory, and that there is a moft remarkable 
difference betwixt themfelves at one time and another, ac-^ 
cording to the blowing of this wind. 

5. They muft alfo witnefs this as their experience, they 
found duty never more eafy to them, than when they had 
moft to do, and were kbeped throngeft therein; yea, when ' 
much work was laid on their hand, they then wanted not an 
enlarged allowance for the fame. 

6. That their fpirits have be;en fitted for duty, and carried 
through difficulties, where at fome other time, and in another 
frame they would have fainted, and thereby feen, that none 
needs to fear at any piece of duty, when God calleth them 
to it, for while difficulties have appeared greateft at firft, the 
lefs they have found them afterward, yea, the hardeft piece 
of fervice, oft made moft eafy. 

7. They fjnd God doth raife the fpirit of his follower^, 
with a fuitable elevation for their work, and can fit them for 
the fervice of that time, and other trials thereof, even be- 
yond their ordinary reach. 

8. That there is an open door, and fenfible affiftance, 
when there hath been work for die gofpel in fuch a place, 
while on the other hand, they have found an inhibition fen- 
Tibly ferved on them, the door as it were (hut when the tide 
was going back, and the word of the gofpel at a ftand in 
fuch a part. 

9. That it is not greateft abilities which make undertak- 
ings fuccefsful, it being in vain to rife up early without 
the Lord. 

10. It hath oft been their experience) that in following 
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the way of God, his candle did then fhine upon their paths, 
the Spirit of the Lord was with them, and fenfibly let out, 
the withdrawing whereof hath been no lefs difcernable, while 
they turned afide from him, that they have then been put to 
bear the burden alone, and found difSculty, and defpondency 
of fpirit at once growing upon their hand. 

II. I may add what thefe who are ferious in religion 
have oft tried, that there is no fuch help and furniture, for 
going about duties as a Spiritual frame and neamefs with 
God, for then light and counfel, inward freedom, and fweet 
compofure of fpirit have brought moft fenfible advantage to 
them, their greateft, yea, and in their moft common under- 
takings, this hath been very evident. 

Ninth hifiance^ Is that great promife we have, Rom* viii. 
28. *That all things Jhall work together for good to them who 
love Gody and Pfal. xxv. 10. A// the paths of the Lord are 
mercy and truths to fuch as keep his covenant. I confefs, it is 
not eafy fometimes to reconcile God's way, rnd this piece 
of his word together, thefe who take only an ordinary paf- 
fmg look of providence, cannot well judge, how fuch things, 
wherewith oft the godly in their life are tryfted, fhould con- 
tribute to their good, and advantage-, while nothing would 
feem more dire£Hy crofs lo the fame-, but the Chriftian, and 
wife obferver can give another account, they know what a 
fure truth this is, that there is no real jar betwixt the pro- 
mife, and providence of God in this matter 5 and whatever, 
be the prefent thoughts, patient on-1,vaiting hath had caufe 
to fay this. 

1. When his way and their thoughts have moft differed, 
in the accompli fliment of his word, and bringing about their 
mercy, they have found it was to their advantage, that his 
choice was always better than theirs, yea, they have been oft 
made to confefs, that their faddeft difappointments therein 
have tended to their further up-making. 

2. That the Lord's denying them fome outward thing 
which they have racft defired, they have found (as after- 
wards hath appeared) was to grant them more than their de- 

Vol,. I. L 
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fire; he hatli refufed them as it were an IJhmaelj that he 
might give them ah Ifaac, 

3. They can oft fay, they had beea undone if they had 
not been undone, that it was their mercy the Lord took fuch 
a way to caft them in a fever, to prevent a lethargy, and by 
fome fliarp crofs gave them a wound in the flefli to cure, 
and let out fome grofs impoftume in their foul, which fhould 
have made their cafe worfe. 

4. How greateft fliakings have helped their further efta- 
blifhmenl, fo as tliey were never more confirmed than in 
that about which they have been moil brangled; yea, they 
have alfo found this the Lord's way, to cure their froward- 
nefs and mifbelief by fome further addition to their crofs, 
that when they would not believe, he hath caufed them 
come in^pon a greater difadvantage, while as a fmall afflic- 
tion hath made them impatient, a more heavy and prefling 
trouble hath been their cure, and helped them to keep filence 
under God's hand. 

5. That the growing of difficulties in their way, and 
fome further preflure in the trial, they have found it was 
from the Lord, in order to its removal, and to the bringing 
forth of fome greater good, and that all vifible grounds of 
confidence have been oft broken, but with this up-making, 
that their mercy they had it more immediately out of God's 
own hand; yea, that the lefs moderation was, whilft their 
trial hath-come to an extremity, they have found it then upon 
the turn,- and their hope and encouragement oft made to 
fpring up therewith. 

6. How the Lord's deferring' their mercy, which they 
had oft fought, hath been indeed their mercy and advantage, 
which did always tryft them in the feafon; yea, they mud 
fay, his way is always neareft, and waiting on God, with- 
out making hafl;e, doth truely make the quickeft difpatch. 

7. Their experience can alfo witnefs how men's reproach 
and uttering their malice that way,' to ruin their reputation, 
hath oft been the very mean, ordered by the Lord, to bring 
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forth their further clearing and vindication, even by that 
vcrv mean. 

8. How by fome fad crofs he doth oft prevent a fadder, 
which though ftrange at firft, they have been forced, upon 
after difcovery, to confefs : the man who riding in hade to 
the fea-port, to have paiTage over feas with a (hip going then 
off, fell and broke his leg by the way, which was the faving 
of his life, for the Ihip and all its pafTengers periflied in that 
voyage, yet this was a bitter aftonifliing providence to him 
for the prefent. 

9. Hov/ their lofs, even by fome fad flip and failing in 
their fpiritual condition, hath really tended to their further 
humbling and advantage, yea, tliat which brought them un- 
der fome vifible decay, as to the wonted luftre of their Chrif- 
tian profefiion, hath helped them to grow more under ground, 
to the root and fubftantials of Chriftianity. 

10. They can tell how thefc fteps of the providence cf 
God, which feemed moft crofs to that defign he was carry- 
ing on, yea, looked like the very crufhing of their hope, 
have oft been the very mean which hath wrought moft ef- 
feftually to bring about their mercy. 

1 1 . I fliall add but this, as the Chriflian's witnefs to the 
truth of this promife, that rfiarpeft reproofs they have feemed 
the wounds of a friend, moft prefTmg ftraits made the mean 
for their further enlargement, how the Lord hath brought 
them into fome dark and plunging trial, which then looked 
like a fearful pit, that he might bring them out with advan- 
tage, fet their feet on a rock, and eftablifli their goings; yea, 
that in the hotteft furnace they loft nothing, but what they 
might welh fpare, even fome of their drofs, 

^enth Injlance I Ihall here fet down, is that general pro- 
mife made to godlinefs, and thefe who make it their feri- 
ous ftudy, that it fliall be great gain, that verily it ftiaH be 
well with the righteous, for they (hall eat the fruit of their 
labour, and in keeping of the command there is a great re- 
ward, I Tim. vi. 6. i Pet. iii. 12, 13. Pfal. xix. 11. 

This is indeed a great concerning truth, but a truth, 
L2 
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which I ani fure none who did ever make earneft of religion 
will call in queftion; many fure convincing experiments 
hath the Chriftian had thereof through his life, fuch wants 
not fome diary and record, wherein they can caft up the ad- ^ 
vantage they have reaped in clofe following of God, ani 
their duty, yea, from moil remarkable providences they may 
oft fay, This I hady becaufe I heeped thy precepts. Now, that 
this promife hath a large witnefs, I fhall here touch fome 
things, which I may with fome confidence fay, both in tlie 
prefentand in former times, 'hath been proved and fealed by 
the faints in their experience. : 

1. That they never more effeftualiy confulted their good 
and advantage, than when they did with greateft finglenefs 
confult their duty, and leaft with flefh and blood-, they did 
never more truely feek themfelves, than in the pra£lice of . 
felf-denial, yea, in that they intended God mofl, and leaft 
their private intereft, they have therein found a very fenfible 
up-makmg. 

2. That a ferious endeavour to walk before God accept- 
ably, they have found ftill the beft policy, even in the worft 
of times, and have found his way then very fatisfying, while 
it was moft their ftudy how to pleafe himj yea, they have 
been obliged to confefs, that when the Lord's way was their 
choice, they found it alfo their reward. 

3. They have found more real joy and peace in with- 
ftanding temptations, than in any thing the temptation of- 
fered, and in laying their intereft at God's feet, and their 
will underneath his, more than in all their carnal enjoy- 
ments: O the tafte and teftimony of God's approbation; how 
fweet a fmile is his, m whofe countenance heaven lieth. 

4. That inward peace and tranquility of mind, a fweet 
calm and compofure of fpirit, dotli as really attend a fpirit- 
tual frame and walk, as the fhadow the body, and tl>eir beft, 
and moft comfortable days, wherein they have truely walked 
at liberty, have been when their heart was moft fubjeft to 
the law, with a fingle refpeft to the fame. 

5 . That religion and a fpiritual walk is the beft friend, even 
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as to a contented and comfortable life' here in the world, 
and that they have then moft accefs to enjoy themf(plves and 
their lot with fatisfaftion, when they enjoy God; yea, that 
hearnefs and communion with him, tendeth to the fublimat- 
ing and refining of their natural fpirit, and hath been an ob- 
fervable help to their very common abilities and parts. 

6. That there is truely a reality in the bleffing, which 
maketh a fmall thing fignify much, and yield more than, 
greater abundance, 

7. That when they give God their heart, it is then fweet, 
and matter of fatisfadlion to obferve his ways, and their ob- 
fervation thereof is very refrefliing, how far the Lord conde- 
fcends to their defires, when they fum them all up in himfelf, 
and make him their delight. 

8. That the pleafure of religion is in the prafiice thereofj 
and the way to have religion eafy, is to be thoroughly reli- 
gious, duty is then fweet when men do it from an inward 
principle, and holinefs fhould be a more pleafant work, yea, 
a reward to itfelf, if there were lefs mixture of hypocrify. 

9. That real humility, and walking low in their own eyes, 
and before God, did never lofe to them refpe£l: and credit 
from men, but felf-abafement doth obfervably go before 
lifting up, and true honour folio weth fuch, who lead hunt 
after.vain applaufe from the world. 

10. That when they were more faithful to obferve and 
improve a little for their encouragement, more hath been ad- 
ded, and they never wanted matter to be thankful, when op- 
portunities laid to their hand were improved, and taken hold 
of for that end; yea, they have found their is a mercy with- 
in a mercy, and fome peculiar mercy in every crofs, which 
is only found and brought forth by the exercifed ferious im- 
prover of the fame. 

11. That much fincerity hath alfo much fenfe following 
the fame, fecret honefty before God hath met them openly 
before men, and faithfulnefs in Chriftian freedom purchafed 
them more favour, and refpe£t even from the word, thaa 
\vhen they ftudied moft to pleafe them in a fmful way. 
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12. That they never faw more cltarly the gain, and real 
advantage of godiinefs, and what a difference there is betwi'xt* 
thcfe that ferve God and thefe that ferve him not, as in a 
time of trouble and flrait, how then tendernefs in their for- 
mer walk, and that which they entertained in the morning, 
doth now meet them at night, and pay them home with ad- 
vantage in an hour of temptation. 

13. They have been forced tp obferve that there is an in- 
vifible guard about his people in their duty, that the miniftry 
of the angels towards fuch is no delufion, and have oft been 
made to wonder, how hazard within an hair-breadth hath 
been prevented, relief and help, come as betwixt the bridge 
and tlie water j how they have been fenfibly preferved amidft 
greatcft dangers, while, as it were, ah inhibition hath been 
ferved upon thefe, that they fhould come near, but not hurt, 
and only meet .with them, that they might read their prefer- 
vation from them. 

14. That an enlarged heart doth meet with an enlarged al- 
lowance, andbearing burdenwith others of tlie people of God, 
hath helped to make their own private burden the lighter. 

15. That real godiinefs, and religion, hath as much in 
hand, as may be a reward to itfelf ; which beautifieth the 
foul, and maketh the face and converfation to fhine with an 

'obfervable luftre, that guardeth and preferveth the heart 
from many vexing crofles, preventeth fad ftrokes and for- 
rows, that others are pierced with, who will follow their 
idols and the ways of fin, which are bitter in the clofe. 

In a word, this is furely found, that God is the bed friend, 
and when there is peace with him, things without do not of- 
fend, but they fhall then underftand what it is to be in league 
with the hearts of the field, and ftones of the ground, having 
a fweet agreement with all the providences and difpenfations 
that come in their way. 

V. That the Scripture- threatenings have alfo a certain ac- 
compliftiment, are found to be fad earneft, and do not fall to 
the ground, the Chriftian can alfo fcal from his experience. 

It is not here to be underftood the threatenings of wrath, 
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(ftom which believers are freed in Chrift) but of a fatherly 
difpleafure, which becaufe of fm may draw deep, yea, bring 
fortli very dreadful efFsfts, to witnefs, that it is an evil ^nd 
bitter thing to depart from God, and that their own doings 
Ihall chaftife them, and thefe threatenings of the covenant. If 
thy children forfake my lawy I ijuill punijh their tranfgrejfton 
nvith rods^ &c. PfaL.lxxxix. 30. are fure truths, whic|i want 
not in every time a performance. 

To clear, this, (ere I fpeak any thing particularly) I would 
premit fome things to be confidered. 

1 . That the word is a perpetual rule, which in every time 
muft take place, and though affliftion is a piece of the com- 
mon mifery of man, yet doth it not arife out of the duft, nei- 
ther fall out at an adventure, but* doth oft vifibly follow the 
tra£i: of fin, as a flouth-hound, pointing at fuch evils as the 
caufe, by the ftroke, and at the truth and fulfilling of the 
threatenings written upon both. 

2. We fliould adore his fovereignty, whofe way, both in 
the meafure and manner of his people's chaftifement is (o va- 
rious, as that none can infallibly conclude what he is to do 
in fuch a cafe, I mean, we are not to limit the Lord to fuch 
a way and method in his working, yet, this we may aflert, 
and firmly conclude, that not only the threatenings of the 
word have a performance, but men may alfo have, even be- 
fore-hand, fome more than probable conje£)ftre, yea, a clear 
difcovery, what fuch a cafe doth threaten, and what will be 
the iffue of a finf ul courfe, by confidering the Lord's ordina- 
ry procedure both with themfelves and others, how fin hath 
very fad efFedls, and his way. .in all ages is dill uniform,, 
agreeing with itfelf, and with the word. 

3. Though a gracious flatc doth furely privilege from 
wrath and condemnation, yet not from affliftion, and fad 
llrokes of divine anger becaufe of fin •, for he taketh ven- 
geance on men's inventions, even when he will fpar.e the 
inventors. 

4. The Lord doth oft contend with his people for tlaeir 
folly and mifcarriages, more feverely than with others, and 
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will not let pafs in them- that which he paffeth by in the 
world, without .being a reprover ; but when light and loVe; 
and the law will not hedgq, in their way, he will fet briers 
and thorns before them; yea, fpeak by chaftifement upon , 
their bones, to withdraw men from their purpofe. 

5. It is known, how very deep the holy anger of God may , 
draw ag^inft his children, even fometimes to purfue them 
out of the land of the living, and follow them to the grave 
with fome remarkable ftroke, yea, it hath made them dread- 
ful examples of judgment in this life, for whom he hath 
accepted an eternal facrifice in Chrift. 

6. I fhall add, this is the Lord's Uefled end in making out 
his threatenings againft his people, that they fhould not per- 
ilh with the world. O ! ^vthat a bleft exchange is it,; that . * 
the flaming fword which once flood to guard the tree of life, * 
doth now Hand as it were in the way of the faints, to keep 
them from running into the paths of death. • 

Having premitted thefe tilings, I (hall now inftancc fome 
particular evils, wherewith the godly are readj^ to be over- 
taken, which the word doth exprefly threaten, and hoM forth 
the hazard of, both as to outward and fpiritual ftrokes, and 
give in here the Chriftiaii's witnefs from their experience^ iri , 
all ages of the truth of thefe threatenings. 

Firjl^ Security and carnal confidence, which we find the * * 
word doth threaten, is an evil wherewith Chriftians a^d ^ 
ready to be overtaken; but they do alfo know by fad expe- ^ 
rience, v/liat bitter fruit this brings forth, and that therein 
the word f Jleth not to the ground, which is held forth, 
Hof. ii. I, 9. Hof. vii. 9. Ifa. xxx. 16, 17. *; 

1. That a fecure condition is the ufual forerunner of fome 
fad change, that when they are moil at eafe in a dull and dead 
temper of fpirit, fome fliarp roufing difpenfation is upon the 
back of it, either a grofs fin, or a fearching xrofs, as a thorn • 
in the bed. of their fecurity. to put them to their feet. 

2. That feldom reckoning with the coufcience, the run- 
ning on of counts fcp* fome time^upon their hand, doth ravel 

'their caf;^ unto a fad confufion, and maketli it a bitter and 
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A. ' 

* heartlefs work to retire alone, or within themfelves, yea, hath 
a moft direft tendency to a further hardening, and real up- 
giving with their duty. ' 
^ 3. That when fecurity and deadnefs groweth within, it 
quickly maketh ftiera dry up, and wither without in the ex- 
, ternal perfoj-mance of diity, and in that vigorous, lively ap- 
vpearance which did formerly Fuftre their walk and carriage 
' before others, fo as very by-ftanders may read the languifh- 
^Ing^f grace, in the dead;^exercife of their gifts. 

4. That going about duty with moft confidence in them- 
felves, doth ufually give them the moft clear difcovery of 
their v/eaknefs, yea, wjifen they have leaft looked for any crofs, 
« * they have then been fure to meet it, with that fad addition 

* ,^ of^eing a furprifal in a fure condition, whereas on the 
y ' other hand they may tell, what r^frefliing dlfappointnlents 

4:hey have got, where fome trials have been moft feared and 

looked'Tor. 

* ... 

^i That fecure fporting with a temptation, may foon turn 

to fad eari>eft, and they have found it very hard to dance 

* iho^? the fire^j and not be burnt, and the temptation, which 
^ at a diffence feemed.fmall.upon a nearer approach, they have 

^ * ^und had -more bands oft their htart, and was another thing 

^an they could have beliqved. 
* 6. That the means whereon they have laid moft weight, 

♦ * ,they have alfo found, have given them the faddeft difappoint- 
^ ment, the putting of them in God's room, and out of their 

own place, hath been the way to cauf© them mifcarry, yea, 
to turn their . crofs, whereas they have oft feen fomething 
uncxpifeted, made the mean of their help, that they might 
know means arel^rdered of the Lord, and are ufeful, becaufe 
he maketh them fo. * ' 

7. Theip experience can alfo witnefs, that carnal confi-, 

dencCy defpifi^ the trial at a diftance, is ufually puniflied 

with carnal diffidence, and defpondency of fpirit under the 

J fnme, one extremity inade the punilhment of the other, like 

the hot and cold fits of an >igue, which do mutually make 

*" one the other more intenfej yea, that their immoderate con- 

' Vol. I. . ^ "^ M 
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fidence and expedlation of a thing, hath aftelr refolved in as ' 
immoderate difcouragement as tkeir flroke. 

Second^ The Chriftian's unwatchfulnefs, and intermitting 
in the exercife of that fo riecefiary and commanded duty, i 

we find the word threateneth, and holdeth fortli the hazard, 
thereof, Left ye enter into temptation I the out-maiing where- ^ 
of, their ejfperience can alfb witnefs, Luke xxi. 34, 36. * 
Mat. xxvi. 41. : ^ 

1. That it is not eafy to guide their walk and converfa-'' 
tion, when their guard over tlie heart deth flacken, but the ' 
giving loofe reins for a little, may make fuch a fad and large 
breach, that many, many days will ndteafiFy make up; yea, 

they do alfo know, how a fenfible withdrawing of the fpirit, "* • 
and drying up of their life and liberty, is the ufual frtit ^ 

which unwatchfulnefs bripgs forth. 

2. That this helpeth to fnake their Xun-blinJcs fhort, cauf* , 
eth a low ebb after the greateft' enlargement, whilft ftiey^do 
not guard againft th6ir peculiar evils, and that ufu^lly t}»ere 
doth haunt fuch a condition, the fwelling of the flf fh, when 
the fpirit is moft enlarged, which will foon ptN: them ^ far, 
behind, as they formerly thought themfelves at an advantage. 

3; That when once the ](&Qart lieth t)pen, it is quickly feizec^ * 
'^on, and made a prey, with what a Ijitter fting doth it returr^ 
after it hath taken liberty ^to wander? yea, doth findf there is a * * 
fwift progrefs that fin hath from the thoughts, to the rolling ^ f • 
of it to the imagination, and thence to the affection, where- ^ 
with it is more eafy to engage, than to fliake this off. , 

4. That unwatchfdlnefs hath of% turned the moft fpecial 
times, and opportunities for advantage to the ^reate^-lofs, 
which through their negleft of thefe, hath jJlit them further • ^ . 
behind than they were, it hath turrted their retirement and fo- 
litude, to be their fnare, made the defert worfe, andjnore dan- 
gerous than the city, and made thefti find that ^in thoughts, _ .' 
the following whereof feemeth pleafant to tlie mduth, will 
prove gall and vt^ormwooft in the belly, there being no fad- 
der company than a man's fpirit let loofe upon itfelf, whilll 
they cannot Itop thaf cur*ent^ whereto .they had given a venr- «' 

'. - ■ * 

4 
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^. Their experience of this ean,witnefs, that unwatchful- 
Tiefs hath an undoubted tendency to caft ofF prayer, how 
hard is it in the evening to retire to God, whilft the heart is 
abroad all the day? To be religious in worfhip, when men 
are not fo in their walk; yea, they 4o find that this will bring 
their diftemper within, out at doors to fome diforder, imper- 
tinency, or paiTion in their words, or outward communica- 
tion, a thing which expedience may tell, doth wound the 
»-foul, make a fad breach in their peace, and doth quickly 
overcloud the fpiri^, and unfit them for communion with 
God, and going about of fpiritual duties. 

Thirdy To reftrain prayer, and neglefl: calling on God, is 
* an evil alfo which the word doth threaten, and hold forth 

♦ * Jthe fame hazard thereof, as of unv/atchfulnefs, leji ye enter 
' ' into temptation^ yea, that this is even a ftep to the carting off 

fear, the Chriftian's experience, from frequent trial can wit- 
nefs, Siat this Scripture threatening is true, Mfit. xxvi. 41. 
Job. XV. 4. 

I. That^they have found this the rife, which giveth life 

* and "increafe to their prevailing evils, and that corruption 
then is*upon a fenfible growth, as the lively exercife of prayer 

^ * begins to be intermitted* ^ 

- 2. That this weareth out thfeir fpiritual life, and bringeth a 

* * confumption upon the vital fpirits of Chriftianity,fo that thefe 

f * ^ wl\o fometime flouriflied, and kept green, as by the fcent 

of water, that correfpondence which they had with the foun- 

' tain of their life, while his dew did lie all night on their 

branches, hath through riegleft of prayer, been brought to a 

poor.^adow; fo although fometimes the greatnefs of their 

lofs and dijlemper hath been hid from themfelves, yet, might 

be eafily difcerned by on-lookers. 

, 3. That wearing out of prayer, and of delight the^rcin, 
, will Quickly make them -difrelifh any other piete of religi- 
on, put tliem out- of frame to meditate, or to give thanks, or 
entertain fellowfhip with the faii^s; yea, the more lively 
and fpiritual thefe are, if maketh them the more a burdeuj 
•^ and torment to them. 
• . * IvI 2 . • 
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4. That wearing out of this is a ftrong temptation to a 
further forbearance, and will fenfibly wear them out of any 
fenfe of their need thereof, and make them ftrangers to 
themfelves, and to their own cafe, fo that they ihall find, 
the lefs they are in this exercife, the further they (hall be . 
indifpofed, and the fewer errands they have, the lefs felt he- 
ceflity of the fame. 

5. Their experience car? alfo witnefs, that little prayer 
maketh a heavy burden, dotli multiply their ftraits, and caufe * 
their care grow as this is abated; they mufl then bear their 
burden alone, and with heavinefs take counfel within them- 
felves, while they ply not this blefl: tried remedy, to make 
their requeft known to God. 

Fourth^ We find the word doth threaten defeftion from 
the truth, and turning from die way of God in a time of 
trial, as an evil, into which thefe that are kept by grace from 
final apoftafy, may yet, through the violence of a tempta- 
tion fall, Jer. ik. 13, 15. Pfal. Ixxxix. 30, 32. Jofli. viii. 11. 
and their fad experience can witnefs the truth of the Scrip-r 
ture threatenings concerning this alfo, while they have 
found: 

1. That in one day they may adventure on tliat, which, 
through moft of their life, they have not win above, but hath 
made them go with their back bowed down to the grave; 
that their giving the Lord's work a wrong touch, is one of 
thefe things, which doth fcarcely leave ^them all their time, 
but, beyond other fins, they h^ve found this ftill come up, 
with a bitter and heavy refleftion; yea, in evening of their 
life they have found this fo fore on their fpirit, that it could 
not lie hid or filent, but were forced to witnefs their fenfe of 
it before the world, ere they could wi^ to any eafe. 

2. That this the Lord doth ufually meet with fome Iharp 
and public reproof, even before men, that though he pardon 
his people, yea, give fome fenfible intimation thereof to their 
fouls, yet, he hath not paft them, as to fome vifible mark of 
his difpleafure, becaufe of fuch a thing. 

3. They fee that a crooked and uncleanly* way proves not , 
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the mean of extricating^them out of trouble, but their ftraits 
have been, made to grow therewith; yea, they have found 
that which they efchewed in God's way, hath more fadly 
tryfted them in another road, and that there is a thick dreg 
in the^bdttom of the cup, which maketh it worfe to drink 
thereof at the clofe, than at the beginning. 

4. That it, is not eafy to make a (land, in turning afide 
from the way of God, when once they are engaged, a re- 
trograde motion is very violent, and yielding in a little, will 
bring with it fome neceflity- of going further, as a judicial 
ftroke. , . * 

5. That fitting of fome clear opportunity, ta give a tefti- 
inony for the truth, when called thereto, hath turned to be 
their judgment, that they fhould not have further accefs, or 
be made ufeful that way; a thing truely obvious to fuch, as 
are wife to obferve the judgments of God in their time : yea, 
likewife, that public backfliding doth oft vifibly wear men 
out of perXonal tendernefs. 

JFifthj Unfubduednefs of fpirit, and want of mortification 
to outward things, the word doth clearly threaten, and hold 
out its hazard, the accomplifhment whereof Chriftian ex- 
perience can witnefs, Rom. viii. 6, 7. 

I. ^ That God hath oft turned their idol to be their crofs, 
put a mark of his jealoufy on their deareft things, when once 
they put them in his room, yea, frequent obfervation of the 
Lord's way both with themfelves and others, doth fhew, if 
they would be quit of any thing, they may fet their heart 
iriimoderately on it, fuch eagernefs and exorbitancy of affec- 
tion bdng a fure prefage, it (hall either be their judment or 
forrow, pr ceafe to be. 

2. That outward things did never yield lefs than whilft 
they preft them moft, that when they are eager in purfuit of 
the world, and fatisfaftion there, their fpirits are fenfibly 
hurried with many perturbations, fo that they muft fay, that 
which keepeth them from enjoying of God doth alfo hinder 
the comfortable enjoying of themfelves. ; 

3. They have found that jDbw advance in the work of 
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mortification, hath at laft doubled their fm^irt, a^d been the 
concurring caufe of fome very fliarp cure, l^hen the difeafe 
did come to that height, that a fmall and ordinary potion 
could not do the turn, t 

4. That immoderate defire, and prefling after an outward 
thing, they have fometimes got anfwered, but therewith a 
fharp reproof from tlie Lord, yea, ufuaUy . have found 
fmall fatisfaftion in their cnjpying that, about which they 
were fo unfober in their purfui't, Givi^ cMdtwn^ or elfi I dui ' 
fald Rachcly flie got children, and flie died in bringmg one 
of them .forth, - , . 

5, Their experience, can aHb witnefs, how over'^canng an- 
xiety hath oft caufed things thrive worfe under their hand, 
whilft they fotind nevSr* a more fatisf ying iiTue in a particu- 
lar, than by a quiet fuhmijOive dependence on tjhe Lord Tos 
t/ie fame. 

Sixtky The doing violence to light, and finning with 3 
witnefs. againft the confcience, as it Ts clearly threatened in 
the ^I'ord, fo likewife, the fad effe6ls thereof hath bee?i cle^'- 
hf witnefled in. all ages, Prov. xxix. i. Pfal. Ixxxi, 11, i;2. 

X. What a dire6t tendency this hath to the further dark- 
ening of their light, and to a judicial hardening, and^Jiat re- 
proofs not entertained do ijfually become lefs frcquent„yea, 
kfs plangent and fearching; their heatc then doth not {& 
eafily fmite tliem^ and put the tear in their eye, as fometimes' 
a. word, or fecret rebuke of the confcience would have done, 
fo as they can now digeft greater things^ who would fome- , 
' times have flood at that, which comparatively was very fmall. 

2. That when they woulS not read their bofem diftcmper, 
which both by the word and confcience was pdin^ed oijt, 
others have got letve to read the fame writjen on their fore- . 
head-, and the fliiftlng of difcovered guilt, and of all furious 
endeavour to get the quarrel taken up in fecreit, betwixt God 
and them, hath brought the fei^tter at laft to fome public 
hearing, even before tlie generation. 

3. Thst their darkening of their light upon Ibme private. 
latcreic, wliile they would. again -afid again enquiry, if fitch 
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a thing be warrrwitable^ concerning which the Lord had once 
cleared their mindi is a mod perillous thing; yea, hath got 
an anfwer according to the idol of then* heart, and their 
choice made to be their judgment. 

I fl^U but add, what bitter and fad experience can tell, 
how dreadful -it is to give the confcience a "wjamp, which is 
more eafily hurt than healed, that deliberate adventuring on 
the occaiion of a temptation,^ when they would go to the 
. /high prieft's hall without warrant, or a calling, hath coft 
them dear; and they have found, that bold finning doth af- 
. terward make faint fielievihg. 

(^ I know it is by ferious and experienced Chriftians, 
^ and by thefe only, this argument in the meaning thereof can 
^ be reached^ and it is filte, fuch will not debate the fame, 
J ^ who know th^ $ruth, and have ft idwelling in them, and on 
^another ground ftian report, are eft^ibrillied ih its certainty j 
for thefe can witnefs, what fweet comforting hours they have 
" .had with^ Jefus vChrift,. jn a fad uncomfortable time, that he, 
ha#i bothfppkeit, and himfelf alfo hath done if, and muft 
< Uiei;e/ore feaLhis word an^ the truth thereof, becaufe he 
hath fealed-it on their heart; vA, do fo ^rcly kno\y, it is 
, ^God -Hrhb worketh ail their works in them, that with their 
laft vjprds and dying breith, the^rhave confidence to afTert 
4 this, and cOmmend that excellent lludy of godiinefs to others. 
. "I know that wkh a great many of the world, this grave 
> . convincing argument of experieiite hath no weight, for 
» ilrangers intermiddle^Jiot with that joy, and ^therefore fancy 
, it a pure fiftion, as the only expedient and prefervative to 
their heart, from the horror and inexpreflible torment, which 
muft feiae An them, if the certainty and npceflity of godli- 
nefs were granted^ thefe fcofF at this excellent tJiing, as fome 
vain cqiiceij or diftemper; becaufe they would have it fo. 
But with fuch, ^ fnuft here crave a ferious and free com- 
muning, yeb, in fo grd^t and concerning a bufinefs, muft 
obteft they would not fliut their eyes, but allow reafon that 
weight, they would do in any other cafe; O! what do you 
allege, on what ground do you rejeft this great witnefs ^f 
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experience? If you deny it, bectiufct you h^vc not found it, ^ 
do not others afiert this-, becaufe thqy furely know it? and 
their aflertion hath thefe two' advantages^ r. That they once 
had the fame • fentiment and opinion with ybu, which now 
they refleft on with much horror. 2. The ^^eality^f its 
eiFefts onjthem proves botli the reality of the caufe, and the 
excellency thereof; and now if thefe be iijdeed- ferious, and 
their teftimony true, whom yexx thus challenge, afe you not 
in a fad and dreadful cafe, fince you cannot think to lodge \ 
together at night, or that you? intereft and theirs will meet 
in another world, which hath been fo very oppofite here by . 
the way? you muft furely part with thefe at death, and iand 
at fome other port, to whom all your life you havje walked fo 
crofs: O fit but with yourfelves alone! and confider jjiis, ^ ' , • 
you hate ferious religion^ ind therefore you reproach it; $ ^ 
will you take fuch a revwge on yourfelves, ^d out of preju- ^ 
dice to it, run on fo graat and eternal a ruin ? But know af- ^ 

furedl^, it is not w}iat you judged, »n^ if oiice yo% pafs in . . 
this delufion, that great and laft ftep liptwiit timi and ejfer- 
nity, you are *undone, Oh undone forever ! Afid fure if you ^ 
admit the authority of this Scripture, you cannot debate the y ^' 
Chrillian's expi^rience, while there you have (0 'grea#a«cloud 4^ ^ 
of witneHcfs, who bear tkat fame' teftimony, but it is on ^* 

yourfelf you mull refledl,, not on^he truth, that you know ^ 
fo little ill this way. > ' , 

NoV, to leave fome conv^dion on the Atheifts of this time,, < V 
and thefe who tdke liberty to fcofFat fe^'ipus religion, I would * 
here offer fome ration:^ grounds, which even ^o the world ^ w 
and by-ftanders, may convincingly demonftrate, if they 
would but conri4er the fanie in earneft, that this teftimony 
the faints do in all ages b^ar, from their txperiehce to the 
truths, can be no cunnyig device or falfehood, }>ut i^ moft 
certain and true. For, * ^ 

I . That muft be a fure teftimony, and is no cheat, if you, 
judge thefe who declare the Yame, have the fenfe of a diety 
and have any truth, or mojal candour, for it is a clear dilem- 
ma, either fuch, v/hofe witnefs this is^ are impoftures of the 
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higheft degree, yea, in Atheifm and grofs deceit, muft ex- 
ceed all the world bcfide, or, it is true and valid what they 
witnefs; now for the firft, I (hall crave no niore in their be- 
half, but to appeal to your confcience and fober thoughts, 
- if you, could judge thus. 

2. This teftimony muft be fure, if you but allow thefe the 
ufe of judgment and reafon who bear it, and do not judge 
theni wholly demented; for it were a ftrange and unheard 
madnef^, that mpn would purfuc a fhadow, with fo great 
ferioufnefs, and on this intereft venture fo far, if religion 
and the power thereof were not a reality;, fure one of thefe 
two.muft hold, if Chriftians do not experience themfelves, 
what they hold out to others, that they are either in the 
higjieft meafure profligate and wicked, even beyond the or- 
dinary rate and depravation of human nature, or, they muft 
be under a ftrange madnefs and delirium^ they muft either 
defign to cheat the world, or themfelves; but though their 
adverfaries could wifli to have it fo,, I think their malice will 
not make them fo mad, as to own that challenge, and fince 
thefe cannot be alledged, I profefs, were L the greateft A- - 
theift who did not own the Scripture, I could not ferioully 

^ confidei«-the way and walk of fuch who are tender Chrifti- 
ans Mi^ithout aftonifliment, or conceive, how in fuch a world, 
and at fo many vifible difadvantages they fliould be thus en- 
gaged, on any other confideration, than the truth and reality 
of Chriftianity. • ^ 

3. Do you not fee, this is their teftimony, who are willing 
to be tried therein, and render a reafen of that hope which is 
in them ? yea, do in this offer themfelves to trial, and with 
greateft ferioufnefs obteft the world, not to credit implicitely 
their witnefs, and take it on truft, but themfelves put it to 
the moft fexa£l enquiry and fearoh, aad truely, if there be an 
appeal and reference to men's fenfe and feeling, which can 
admit no debate, I laiow not what accefs they haVfc to quef- 
tion this witnefs, until they firft put it to an eflay, that from 
their own experience they could contradift the fame. 

4. Should yoH not admit this for a fure teftimony, if yx>u 
Vo;.. L ' N 
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grant any moral certainty of a tiling, that there is feme cafe/ 
wherein a human teftimony can allow no debate, which in 
this prefent cafe muftbe undeniable? for you know, by two 
witnefles a matter is judicially eftablifiied: but is it not more 
confirming, when they are of known judgment and integri- 
ty? yea, out of diverfe, and remote places of the earth, and 
otherwifc (Irangers among themfelves, but yet more, not 
only when dying they own and affert this, but are willing to 
die upon a teftimony thereto, and feal it with their blood, 
and this alfo througl;! all ages renewed: O! what can be 
more convincing as to moral certainty? Now, I do atteft the 
world, if this argument of Chriftian experience, have not as 
full and unanfwv^rable proofs of its certainty. 

5. This witnefs can be no counterfeit, and you muft judge 
they are worthy of credit, to verify the Scripture from ex- 
perience, on whofe pra6lice you fee it fo convincingly 
tranfcribed: (hould not the declaration of fuch, linent the 
truth of the promife, have much weigjit, whilft you/ee what 
a ferious refpeft thefe have to the rule, to have their walk or- 
dered in that way, where the Scripture warrants theni to ex- 
peft the fulfilling of the promife. And, are not thefe feen 
to be the mbft tend^ r ferious Chriftians, whofe wny ufcth to 
have greateft authority over your confcience, who , do mcil 
mvn this witnefs, r.nd hath the largeft account to giv(^ tliereof. 
, 6. Is not this their teftimony alfo, whom on your cxaft- 
eftand narrow n-^tice, you may fee ftudy religion, in the fe- 
crct and retired duties thereof, where feme other intereft 
than the obfervation of men muft be an incitement? yea, 
mvf you not obfcrve, there are fuch who do ferioufly own 
txie pra<9:ice of thefe duties, when the viev/ of thefe about 
them mi,ht be a greater Ictt, and grourd of fear, than any 
perfuiding motive? And, whilft you challenge the light pro- 
felfion of many within the church, do but alfo alk your con- 
ference, if their be not fu eh ^ whofe way ycu muft juftify, 
even ove^ the belly of ycur h::tred and prejudice againft 
them, t^^at it* hath a convi:icing favour of humility: yea, 
their growth' under the ground, and. being ferious and rCul 
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in what they profefs, may be clearly difcemed from a naked 
and empty (hew. 

7. Can thefc intend, by fuch a teftimony, to deceive oth- 
ers, who hfivc oft been in fo great fear and difquiet, that they 
be net themfelves deceived? O! how convincing may this be 
to the world, to confider v/hat perplexing queries and doubts 
Chriftians have fometimes about thrir own inward cafe; yea, 
cfter fueh (harp wreflllngs a moft fwee^t calm and ccmpofure 
of fpirit may be difcerned; it is ftrange, this puts not Atheills 
to a more ferious enquiry, what fuch changes can mean, 
"which will make men differ fo far from themfelves, whilft 
no outward caufe can be difcerned; it is tru^, fome m itters 
lie much under ground, Ae heart knows its own bitternefs, 
and a (Iranger doth not intermeddle with its joy; yea, the 
deepcft plunge and exercife may make little noife without, 
yet this- is fare, there is fo much under thefe vicifFitudes, that 
is obvious even to the view of on-lookers as may leave fome 
conviftion, their enjoyments muft be trufe and feal when the 
v/ant thereof is fo fcnfibly felt, and the world is not fo ftii- 
pidly inadvertant, not to obferve this, if they did not (liut ' 
their eyes for fear of fuch a difcovery. 

8. Should not their teftimony be very convincing whofe 
complaints and challenges you may find more at home upon 
themfelves, than againil others, who are oft bemoaning over 
thefe evils which the eyes of man could not reach; may not 
the v/orld fee how fome are preffed with anguifh of foul to 
the waftirig cf their body when no caufe from without is 
known, and ctherwife rational and moft compo fed; yea, 
may it not fometimes be difcern^ there is more fmothered 
v/ithin, whicli gets no vent, than appears without? for grief. 
in earneft v/ants not fome pf*culiar marks by which it may be 
witneffed to others, I think this fhculd put the world to fuch 
n reflefi^ion, there muft be fome grief and joy and a caufe 
for it, which goes above thp world or th^ things thereof. 

9. Thir> is t^eir teftimony, whofe confidence and compo- 
fure of fpir;t in the grcateft exigences may witnefs to others 
that perfwafion they have of the truth within their fouls; 
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you fee alfo what labour and work thiefe are in the duties of 
religion; yea, when they are mod ferious, how native and 
unconftrained their .motions arej O! doth not this £hew the 
grace of God, and a new nature is another thing than words, 
and that they muft furely . find fatisfaftion in tnefe duties 
which makes it to them a fpecial delight and pleafure,* which 
you would reckon an intolerable and fore toil. 

10. Do you not fee how thefe agree every where and at 
fvery time anent this teftimony, that the Scripture is verifi- 

" ed by experience, and the breathings and influences of God 
on the foul tryfts them in the way of duty according to the 
promife, eve?ti whilft they moft remarkably differ among 
themfelves in their natural temper and difpofition ; and is it 
not known whatever particular and leffer difiference, through 
the prevalence of corruption, are too frequent amongft thefe, 
yet no challenge, no refleftion on the truth in reality of god- 
lintis in itfelf will be found when their challenges are moft 
bitter one upon ailother; I muft further atteft yQur con- 
fcience, whilft you have heard the fad regret of dying Chrif- 
•^^ians anent the interell of their foul and fliort-coming in the 
ftudy of godlFnefs, have not thefe complaints been ftill to 
commend religion, aiyi ^^^ excellency thereof, and reflcft 
only upon themfelves; but none ever was heard to have 
fuch a complaint, that tl^ey did cheat the w^rld in that 
nlatter, by obtruding upon them a falfehood. 

1 1 . May you not fee this teftimony which Chriftians give 
to the way of godlinefs, th^t it is from thefe who a£l deli- 
berately in that great intereft, and have a rational account to 
give of the grounds on which they walk, and do you not §nd 
they are men as well as Chriftians, that none are more friends 
to reafon and the right exercife thereof, than fuch who are 
moft ferious in the ftudy of religion; It is fure could the 
world have their fight, and with Mofes fuch a look of an in- 
vifible God, it would be eafy for them to be of their judg- 
ment alfo. 

12. That you are fo ready to challenge the Chriftian's tef- 
timony, may you »ot find the true caufe within yourfelf 5 Jurt 
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from your judgment, but a rooted prejudice and enmity it 
the way of the Lord, whereof you can give no reafon; yeai 
have you not oft reproached Chriftians at a diftance, whom 
upon a more near particular acquaintance, you have froift 
fome irrefiilible conviftion left upon you, been forced to juf- 
tify ? for godlinefs hath this lingular advantage to filence all 
its adverfaries that none will challenge or reproach the fame^ 
but thefe who never knew it, and fhould fuch a witnefs be 
admitted? O! ftrange with what liberty men can deride this, 
who yet dare not go alone to have fome ferious thoughts 
about it. 

13. I know you will not deny there is fuch a thing aS 
hypocrify, and a falfe (hew of godlinefs, yet, fure you hav^ 
no ground of challenge, or to queftion the tnith and power 
of this, which is fo convincingly witnefled to, even by hypo- 
trifyj for there fliould be no ufe for fuch a cover, no caufe 
for that impofture, if there were not alfo a truth and reality 
therein: you cannot conceive a counterfeit, but as it ftand$ 
related to that which is true 5 if there were not fuch a thing 
as ferious godlinefs, the world could never have known how 
to perfonate it; could their be a lie, if there were not ^ 
^ruth? You fee alfo that it is the moft ferious difcerning 
Chriftians, fuch ufually do fear, and have an awful regard of, 
for which there were no ground, if they were not confciou* 
of the truth of that in others, whereof they only ftudy th^ 
?y)peafance; yea, here I muft alfo appeal the world, and or* 
dinary on-lookers, if there be not, even to them, fome dif- 
cernable difference betwixt the power of religion, and an 
empty {hew, (though this make ,grcater noife) betwixt thefe 
who are ferious and tender in following the Lord, and others 
who glory in appearance, but not in heart; fqr the one, by a 
convincing manifeftation of the truth, does commend itfelf 
to men's confcience, hath a living air and breath, which by 
no art or cunning, can be drawn to the life, no more than an 
exquifite painter, with the choiceft colours, in drawing a maft 
upon a board, can therewith draw the vitaji ^£ts of breathing 
to4 mgvingi 
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14. May you not fee holinefs mud be fome excellent thing, 
which hath fuch credit, eyf^n vnth its real adverfaries, and 
the worft of men, to mnke them grnfp at the appearance and 
(hadow of thnt which others know, they hate th? power and 
praSlcc thereof: and here I wouki afk the v/orM, is it not to 
the Scripture and truth thereof, the experience of the faints 
bears v/itnefs, that thry do indeed fee4 and prove within 
tlieir foul, v/hat ycu fee written before you in this blefled re- 
cord, but is it net alfo fure, that nothing is more direftly 
crofs and oppofite to the Scripture, than a falfe appearance 
and fliew of that which is not real? 

15. Can you debate, there are fuch Chriftians in the 
world, yea, many fuch, whofe experience do witnefs the 
truth of religion, of whom it mud be faid, (even their ene- 
mies being judges) there being ferious in that way, and 
choice thereof, mud be for itfelf, and hath no outward de- 
fign or intcred, to wliich it can be fubfervient, whilft in this 
they run oft the grcated hr.zard, Tvnd are rendered a prey to 
others? O! muf): it not be a marvellous thing, which li^th 
that dominion over the fouls, to teach men the prafticc of 
felf-denial, not only to quit, . but a chearful quitting their 
neared intered, to fmile on the fpcilers, or r.joice in their 
fufF'rings and reproaches, to forgive wrongs, and t ke re- 
venge by good-'v^nll; this is indeed above nature, and is only 
peculiar to Chridianity, which can alfo turn poifonto an an- 
tidote and cure, and gain by its grenttd lofies. 

16. You may fee what different fizes are amongd the 
faints, hov/ great a 'difference alfo betwixt the exp^'rienccs 
of one and another; fome made to witnefs much bitternefs 
in depnrting from God, and others, that fingulir advantage 
in dr?.v^ing near to him; yea, how near fornctimes Vvill great 
extremes in their condition border v/ith other, at a drait to 
cxprefs their joy, wlio net long before would have thought 
a vent to their grief a fpecial cafe; O! mud net this be a 
matter of earned, and wh.cn you fee hov/ much th^fe a- 
mongd ibemfelves do t^ us differ, that y^t all thefe differen- 
ces meet togetlier, und concur in r. mod clear tedimony to 
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the SGripture, zvA truth of godlincfs; yea, how this wonder- 
ful contrivance of the Scripture 13 fuited to anfwer ail this 
variety of changes in the Chriftian's cafe, and pafieth none 
OYcr. 

But Oh! what can bs f.iid here, where weeping (hould be 
more fit than words, to fje what contempt the great part of 
men puts on ferious religion, which doth truely raifc thena 
zhOiVd th6 condition of th^ b^afls-, is not the Atheifm of 
the time at that height, that we mult 'fay, the alTault of the 
advorfciry is not fo mych ^t one fingle truth, as at the root 
and being of all religion? And truely,. we may fear fomc 
Iharp and extraordiaary cure, to recover this generation of a 
difeafe, that would feem in an ordinary way incurable, I ihali 
but further offer thefe fev/ queries, and plead fo far v*-itl> 
the adverfiry, that they w^uld, ere they pafs-them, have but 
fome ferious thoughts thereon. 

I. If there be a God, or a truth in any religion, is it not 
with this bleffed record of the Scripture you muft clofe as 
the alone rule thereof? yea, if^your judgment and confciencc 
be not both extinft, mu(l you not confent to the law and 
do^rine therein h^ld forth, that it is good, whatever be your 
averfion therefrom! 2. Is not an immortal foul, and a being 
for ev^r fuch a venture as is of more value, and fhould be to 
you than the whole world? 3. O! can you be thus undeter- 
min. d about fo great an inter -ft, you feem to be hefitant and 
unfiire if there h? another world, a heaven, or a hell, but Oh! 
are you fare thef^ are not, and how then can you be fecured 
from fueh a fear, which of all fears is the greateft? 4 What 
a horrid and uncomfortable thing is it to be an, Atheift, . 
which gives men no hope beyond this prefent life? Yea, 
what a world would this be to dwell in, if there were no 
truf godliiiefs in it, fi iC3 without this, no coaifortablc hu- 
man fociety, no kindly and right fubj.^^lion to the magiilrate 
can be expefted from thefe, who have no ti2 from above, 
and know not wh it it is to^ p ly homage to a foversign being, 
5. Is not the native t;".ndency of At'^eifm to all ungodlinefs 
ia men's pra^ice, yea, how far doth it debafe human nature 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



t04 "^^ FUlFltLINe 

^nd level it, crert with the bcafts. 6. Whail you feoff at 
(erious religion, I dare appeal yourfelves, if in your retire- 
tnents, when you have any fober refleftions, vou are not 
forced to have other thoughts; and why is it, you fo much 
fear to go alone, and be in any meafure ferious with your foul} 
Oh ! what a defperate fecurity is that ? 

I fliall only add, is it not rare to find a profefled Athieft 
at death, when once the approach of another world does a- 
wake the fenfe of a Deity? but then it is eafy to fee men, 
who have fported at godlinefs in their life, weep over that 
wretched mirth, when it comes to death, and call for fuch 
miniflers, whom once they hated; and Oh! what a dreadful 
cure will hell be of Atheifm, for there they know the truth 
in eanieft, though it be their terror; it is alfo fure the Devil 
is no Atheift, who believes tliere is a God and trembles. 

I muft yet a little further crave liberty, ere I pafs this ar- 
gument, to fpeak a word, even to thefe who know, and have 
Experienced the fame; O! how great fliould this be in our 
eyes, and with what aftonifhmept may we confider it, which, 
by fo full, fo fatisfying a demonftration doth witnefs, not to 
the eye, or ear, but to the foul, the certainty of divine truth> 
5nd the power and reality of godlinefs, (hould we not think, 
if but in one age, or that every particular Chriftian, were but 
once, at feme folemn time of his life thus confirmed, that 
lie could fay, then did he tafte and fee the word, and found 
it furely verified on his foul, as fure as he knoweth that he 
lives, at what a rate would ht value and preferve fo fingular 
a feal and cpnfirmatibn of the truth, yea, keep up the re- 
jnembrauce of fuch a fpecial time whilft he lived? But Oh! 
muft it be faid, that this grave witnefs, this clear demonftra- 
tion of the Scripture, and of the certainty of the words of 
truth, which we have by experience, doth lofe its weight, 
^nd the incftimable value thereof lefs regarded, that it is the 
Chriftian's daily bread? O! what a reach hath this argu- 
ment, what great things are there held forth? I think a fe- 
rious look of the fame, if it were brought near to us, might 
put us to queftion, wliether we believe the fame or not; are 
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M^e in a dream^ or- awake, and fees them witlvour eyes, which 
this doth fo convincingly demonftrate, whilft we can fo eafi- 
ly pafs them with fo little weight thei^eof on our fpirit-, now 
to hold that forth, let us but bring near this argument, and 
gravely confider the ; fan^e, with refpeft to fome of thefe 
great truths, which, by this unanfwerable demonftration of 
experience, are witnefled; I muft fay, fuch truths, that we 
may wonder how men^can fo eafiiy admit th^ir being true, 
and in fo ordinary ^ way look thereon, without wondering 
and aftohifhment. 

I. Doth not this argument of experience, by a /very clear 
demoriitration, witnefs that great truth of a, Godhead, where- 
on the whole fuperftrufture of truth and godlinefs dOth 
ftand ? yea, in another manner, does enforce on men the per-« 
fuafion of this, by a more near and^ convincing difcovery, 
than the greateft works of God, or thefe glorious appearan- 
ces of his power aiid wifdpm in the heaVens, and earth do; it 
is true, thefe bring hini near to our eye and ear, but O! this 
brings the blefled and irivifible God nearer into the heart and 
foul, tliat we nlay botli tafte and fee, that furely he;is, and is 
that, which in the Scripture he is dccbred to be: it is not the 
contemplation of nature, in its higheft flight, can anfwer fuch 
an aifault of the Devil, which may tryft the mdft eftablifhed 
Chriftian anent the beirlg of God, but there is a demonftra- 
tioit within, which goes further than the judgment, and paf- 
feth natural underftanding, whence we feel, we tafte, we 
enjoy, yea, his voice is heard in the foul, which we furely 
know to be his, and this is. the reach and import of this ar- 
gument. There is indeed caufe to wonder at the Athe^m 
of this world, fince men can look no where, without fome 
witnefsiof a Deity^ to ftare them in the face; but Oh! there 
is a more refined Atheifm, that lies in the bofom of a profef- 
fed aflertt to divine truth, and is not eafily difcerned, though ' 
not the lefs drpadful, that it goes under a cover, not only 
from the view of others, but even from a man's felf : I would 
Iiere offer fome' things, which do witnefs a fpecial advantage 
the godly .man is at.theteby to believe, and to bs more 
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thoroughly pcrftiaded of the gtefiotts bdiig <rf Godt f/ 
That h€ finds Ae believing of this^ is a. very great? thing, and 
not fo dafy to reach as the world da fnppofe, for it is no 
fmall matter, even to attain thi^j Ght what ordinary 
thoughts have many about it, who thiftk it eafy tapafsan 
alfent to this marvellous trulh> beeaufe they never confider- 
cd'th^ greatnefs thereof 5 but it is fure, the more ferious and 
grav^e a Chriftian is, it will give him the more work, and we 
may find, thefeufually are more plunged and exercifed about 
this than others. 2. It is a great advantage, when this is fo 
far men's ferious ftudy, as to be upo» an enquiry after a fur- 
ther eftablifhment in fo great a truth; Of what another fight 
of the invifible Gk>d? what a fatisfying perftiafion of his blef- 
fed being might we have, if our foul were indeed herein ex- 
ercifed, and knew, but how little we know, and have reach- 
ed in this, that there is a nearer approach to God, which 
fhould (hew us, the faith of a Disity is fomething beyond 
thefe former thoughts- we have had thereof; we lofe many 
fingular confirmations anent thi8> b^catife we da not in ear- 
neft look after them. 3. ITiey are at a fpecial advantage, 
to whom believing of this truth, (O? bleffed truth, that God 
is) is their exceeding joy, and amidft their heavinefs can fay, 
the thought and meditation of him is fweet^ thai when, 
through a variety, of temptations, they are ready to faint> 
this reftoreth their foul, yea, will caufe it leap within for joy, 
and is there enough when other encouragements are furtheft 
off, that God lives: O!' what a thing is it, in fuch a world, 
and in fome deep perplexing plunge, to know the Lord is 
God, whom he hath now for a rock and a ihield, and in the 
clofe of time, for his exceeding great r6wardj can we have 
fome ferious thought of this, and fa eafily turn ourfelvesto 
other things without aftonifhmentj yea, is it not ftrange, 
there iBiould be oft fo near ^tnd immediate a bordering be- 
twixt our .thoughts of the glorious God, and the meaneft 
trifle. 4. It is no mnall advantage, where men can open the 
Bible and retire into it, under the fenfe and imprefTion of a 
Godheadj and that near eorrefpondence he hath this way 
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with hh people, on whofe foul thefe words hath awe and 
authority, Tkus faith the Lord^ yea, have that rcpofe upon 
h\% teftiihony and promife^ which the folid perfuafion of hie 
being and faithfulnefs ihpuld caufe. 5. They have come a 
great length here, who, in their ordinary walk, are under 
fome wei|;ht and 2m|}refIion of this, that God is near, who 
knows of their fitting down and rifing up, from whofe fight 
they cannot flilft one thought, yea, that on him they have 
fudi an abfolute dependence^ that without him they cannot 
draw their breathj Oi where this i§ believed, iBJuft k not 
cau£e both fear and wondering? 

2.^ Is not this an argument which by a fore and unaa*- 
fwerabie demonftration does witnefs the truth and reality of 
gracci that there is fucb a thing, and is no €|i)pty founds 
M^iich doth rai& man above tl^ natural ftate pf mien, as far a$ 
reafbn puts him above the ftate of the bead, it is truely ftrange 
this fiK)uld be believed, and yet is not more marvellous in our 
yes, how we can be at fuch reft, whilft one of thefe two lie$ 
under debate, the reality of grace or our being reaiJy intereft- 
ed therein^ O ! is there not caufe of aftoniflunent that fuch f. 
produ£i of heaven fhould be found in the earth, whofe de^ 
jGcent aiaid original is fo clearly demonftrate by its breathing 
upwards after God, its native tendency an^ motion towards 
him, whence it came ? furely grace is a great fubjeft to thmk 
on, and that it is not fo in our eyes, it muft be either we do 
not believe it, or do not confider what a change it makes on ' 
the foul, which is no tranfient difpofition, but the feed of * 
God that remains, is not this fuch a thing as makes fpring in 
tibe winter, caufeth men to grow under their greateft weights? 
that lifts tlie foul up from the clay, yea, does by bringing it 
low in its own eyes, raife it nearer God, this^makes a man to 
have another appearance, on which the world i^ forced to 
look with fome aftonifliraent, one Chriftian doth admire this 
in another, and the more it fhews itfelf, it caufeth a more 
near approach betwixt their fouls; it will caufe fear in them 
who hate it; and hath a power even over its perfecutersj 
now it is the truth and reality of this excelled ihing, thai^ 
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ihis argument does witnefs; yeaj fuch a' witnefs that oai! 
admit no debate, wbere experience, makes itifure: I confefs, 
a ferious look and perfuafion of this might make the Chrif- 
tian^s life a continued wonder, that there is fuch a thing, 
which by a martellous furprifal, did prevent him when he 
was not aware, hath entered him into a new world, and 
tranflated him from a ftate of darknefs, unto a marvellous 
light, caufeth the foul breatlie in another air, brings him fo 
near that ftate of the angels, fubdues the will without vio- 
lence, and fubjefts it with its own confent; yea, by fo ftrait 
a tie is linked with an eternal glory* in bleflednefs : furely, 
this is one of the moft ftately pieces of the work of jGk)d, 
that exceeds the whole ftru£lure of the univerfej O!- with 
what aftonifhmeht Ihould we look on this marvellous things 
if we could confider the whole frame and ftrufture of the 
grace of God in a Chriftian, and there make, as it were, a 
difie£l:ion in its feveral parts and proportions, its decay and 
languifhing, thefe diflferent changes and fizes, its vigorou$ 
aftings and abatements thereof, how it breathes, is nourifh- 
<ed, how it is kept green and preferved, by a continued inter- 
courfe with the fountain of its being, and lo, whilft we con- 
fider this great wonder, both in the whole, and in its parts, 
we may fee, how in thefe it does moft exaftly anfwer that 
model we have thereof in the Scripture of God. 

3. This is a great argument, and (hould be fo in our eyes, 
which does not only witnefs the reality of grace in its a£ting 
and exercife. Which in this former fe^Ebion is fpecially pointed 
a^, but does unanfwerably demonftrate a fpiritual life and 
being, which the Chriftian knows, and is perTuaded thereof, 
as he is fure he breathes, and hath a natural life : O! what a 
marvellous demonftrationis this, wherein fenfe and feeling 
. doth in as certain a way concur, as in any difcovery we have 
by our outward fenfes, that there is a new life, and another 
being befides that we have by nature, which anfwers tp a 
new birth; yea, another breathing and afting that is alfo 
fuit^d thereto: but Oh! can it be faid, we believe, and know- 
it is qfluredly ' true, who have fuch common and J>a{i- 
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ftng thoughts thereof, and does not confider what it is where- 
of we are fure. l. That this is fo great a thing, it may in* 
deed caufe wonder to think we are men, and that we have n 
rational being: but O! a fpiritual life is artother caufe fof 
wondering, which comes not by our birth, hath no natural 
caufes, yet a life that hath its proper operation, and vital aG-i 
f ut forth, as truely as thefe natural aftions of breathing and 
moving are put forth by a living man : O life ! that hath ift 
as fenfible a way quickening and refrefhing influences, aii 
the earth, or bodies of men, knows the influences of the 
heavens, which hath a pleafure and delight pec4iliar to its 
nature, that hath no afHnity with things we enjoy by the 
fenfes, but is a pleafure does far exceed the fame, and is thi^ 
a fmall matter to be perfuaded? 2. "What a demonftratiort 
is it, which doth witnefs even to our fenfe and feeling, a 
power on the foul, by the word, above the moft perfuafive 
Words of man, and above all moral influences, by which 
men are not; only reached, biit transformed into the fame 
image, whence the Ghriftian knows, and knows aflTuredly ' 
thefe great truths, the fealing, witneffing, teaching, com* 
forting of the Spirit, &c. ate no matter of words, or fome 
ftrange devifed names, but are undoubted realities, afted ani 
verified on^ the foul. 3. If this demcnftration of a fpiritual 
life be fure, have we not thus alfo an Eternal life, and bcinjt 
with God, put beyond debate, for, if we be certain of the 
one, O ! is not this undeniable, that this noble being of thb. 
new creature, this life that is here begun mud have a mor^i 
full growth, and be at the ifurtheft ftature of the man in 
Chrift, when we now fee it with our eyes in its infancy, and 
upon a growing advance towards the fame, for the one id 
furely as demonftrative of the other, as ^ young child, which 
we fee in a growing tendency towards a man, doth fhe\i' 
there is a man in his furtheft growth. 4. If wc afTuredly 
know this fpiritual life, muft xve not alfo admit the undoubt*- 
ed truth of fpiritual beings, and of an invifible world, v/ith 
which ^his life hath its correfpondcnce, yea thus, as by ?i 
ftrcap.jbe led up to the true fountain to knov/ an invifibkGod. 
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4, How great an argument is this, which gircs us fuch a 
dcmonftration that heaven is not altogether deferred uotil we 
be there, but that fuch a thing is fure, as the real prefence of 
the glorious God, and a near familiar approach of him to Ac 
foul, which is here as really fdt and enjoyed, as we can be 
fure of any thing; O how marvellous (hould this be to us! I 
cannot doubt but the report hereof does fometimes dj^zzle tha 
world with amazement, and puts the groflfeft of men to 
ftrange thoughts; but Oh I may pot this caufe them queftion 
its reality whether thefe who bear fuch a witnefs, do trucly 
feel and enjoy the fame, who by their way and appearance 
do fo little declare any deep impreffion, that this hath on 
them; I have fometimes thought ftrange how men arc tak- 
en, even in a kind of tranfport with the difcovcry of fomc 
rare experiment and dcmonftration in nature, which could 
mak« the poor man cry out, eureka^ as though therewith he 
had gained the whole earth: but O here is another kind of 
dcmonftration, of a more tranfcendent value and intcreftl to 
know and be fure of this near approach and intercourfe be- 
twixt God and the foul; that even with men in the earth he 
will verily dwell, and have fo real a converfe; this docs in- 
deed rife above Archimedes* reach, and fuch who ever follow- 
ed the fearch of nature in their moft exacEl and fubtile enqui- 
ry; O blefled fouls who have found itl for they have found 
SI treafure; the thoughts whereof may make it a new thing 
every day, and mak^ them confider this with a renewed Mtm- 
dering, to know, there is not only a claim and title to the in- 
heritance above, but that the firft fruits and earneft thereof 
is got here; that as furely as there is a real and immediate 
converfe betwixt men, they have found fuch a near immedi- 
ate fellowfliip with God, that all the words of the world 
cannot exprefs ; , fuch a meeting betwixt him and thei^i, 
where their foul -hath been drawn out with defirc, where 
they have found a breaking up of the day with ^n aftonifhing 
brightnefs, after a moft cloudy and dark night; O is not this 
a great thing! have they not caufe both for joy and wonder- 
ing, who have fallen on fuch an experiment that they ca^ 
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(ay, znS not from r^ort, I do furely feel, 1 enjoy, I am per- 
fwacfed this is the Lord, and thus have come forth from 
him with fuch a change on their foul, and compofure of 
n»ind, that even by-ftanders might fee where they have been: 
now this is the Chriftian's witnefs, which all who are ferious 
in the way of the Lord, can in fom^ meafure bear, that in a 
way xto-ltk fure and demonftrative, than any thing here be- 
neath ean be known, they have had fuch a difcovery, and 
now thrfe ftrange Scripture truths, the meaning whereof 
once they could not know, fuch as, their foul melting with- 
in at the voice of their beloved, to have his name as ointment 
pourdd forth, and be brought near to- fee his face with joy, 
theylcnow Well that they are as truely verified on the heart, 
as they are written before their eyes in the word; I fliall but 
add, it is a very great thing thefe know, who know afluredly- 
tlie real prefence of God here, for tlius they are made fure 
that he is, as one may know the fun, becaufe of its warming 
heat, and when they fee it with its own light, thus they are 
confirmed of the truth of the Scripture, whilft they fee and 
feel one of the mofi: marvellous things therein verified. 

5. This an argument does clearly witnefs a truth and re-^ 
ality in prayer, which may be called one of the greateft won- 
ders of religion, that fuch a way is, wherein there is fo near, 
fo immediate an addtefs to the majefty of God in all our con- 
cernments, is not this a very great thing that poor man, now 
upon earth, hath fuch apafiage to heaven, and may fpeak up 
unto hint who inhabits eternity, the glorious obje£l of the 
adbration of angels, without the interveening of any crea- 
ture: yea, with fo fure a warrant may approach the throne 
of God; and their pour out his foul, and prefent his requefts 
unto him who lives and fees: O with what an aftonifhment 
fhould we confider this ! fupppfe at fome folemn times in 
Qur life this only might be attained, yea, that it were but in 
one part of the earth, (hould we not look on the whole earth 
befides, as accurfed, and reckon an abode there, were it a 
barren defert and wihiernefs, to be preferable to all other ad- 
vantages: it may truely be a queftion whilft we are moft in 
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the praftxce of th!s duty, if we believe the truth and reality 
thereof; but is beyond queftion what Ghfiftians have moft 
fenfibly found here, that they can fay, if they be fure they 
have a foul, they have been as fure in this blefled'way, they 
have had their foul reftored and returned again, and under 
fpme ddiquitwty thtit by wreftling they have at laft prevailed, 
yea, have got an anfwer from heaven, as if they had got it 
by an audible voice: now is not this a great and jnarvellous 
4enionflration ? 

. But Oh! what common thoughts have we thereofj^ and 
jp^y not thefe things feem ftrange, if ferioufly confidercd. 
1 , That we are not more reftlefs to be furely perfuaded this 
is a truth when we are fo highly concerned therein, that we 
n;ay have further cortfiripations anent this, which we flioiild 
look on as an ineftimable treafure, both for our joy and efta- 
bliihment. 2. It is flrange, we can find it fo eafy a matter 
to pray, and appear before God, that we are not afraid to be 
haily in uttering a matter before hitn, whilfl we confide r 
God is in heaven, and we are but on the earth; it is fure, if 
VYC intend the bringing of our foul with us in fuch a duty, it 
;faould be more our ftudy to watch unto prayer throughout 
Qur walk. 3. It may feem ftrange, how eafily we can ftep 
out from the world, and the noife thereof, in befpi'e the 
Lord, without the leaft paufe, or time interveening, which 
the i?npreflion of fo great a bufinefs ftiould require; yea, fo 
immediately in our return again ftep into the world, as if we 
h^d wholly forgot where we hav^ been. 4. How ftrange is 
formality in fuch a bufinefs as prayer, which is an addrefs to 
the living God, one of the moft folemn afts of the foiil; yea, 
we Inay call it the moft natural work of a Chriftian, like thfe 
breathing of the ^hild after the breafts: alas, its fad! that 
•this feems rather a pi^ce of invention "many times, than a 
matter of earneft with the Lord, not fo much the breathing 
of the foul in defii^e after him, as th« cxpreffing what Ihould 
be our defires: O! to what a clafs can fuch a piece of A* 
theifm be reduced, as appears in our neareft approaches to 
God ? Should viC look on prayer as a duty, and not conCder 
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it as a Angular enjoyment alfo, without which this earth 
would have a near appearance of hell, if we could not thus 
folace the foul in God, and get a vent under its greateft 
preiTures: O prayer! what thoughts (hould we have of it, if 
the truth thereof were more believed-, I think that man who 
is fure of the being and faithfulnefs of God, and of the re- 
ality of prayer needs not be folicitous with what face the 
world look on him ; when thus his great intereft and en- 
couragement is fecure, and a well is at his hand, tliat can 
anfwer all his complaints. 

6. Have we not this demonftration alfo by that argument 
of experience, how near the blefled Majefty of God does 
in the way of providence approach to his people, and is 
furely kno\^^l by a real correfpondence he hath with them 
in this way, in which he does fo clearly verify his word, holds 
forth light and counfel, gives the return of prayer, fome- 
times with fuch remarkable circumftances, as caufeth fear 
as well as joy, and will force that teflimony, TJns is verily 
the Lord: It is true, that in the fmalieft things he is great, 
and thus declares himfelf to be God ; but there is a more 
folemn and near approach, by fome fpecial fteps of his pro- 
vidence : yea, by the rod he doth fometimes fpcak, as with an 
audible voice, and with fuch a convoy of his power opens 
the ear of men, and feals their in{lru£tion, as will force its 
pafTage down to the reins and in the hidden part caufe them 
to underftand wifdom ; there is fometimes alfo fo wonderful 
a tra<3: and feries of providences, and thefe fo convincing that 
men cannot but fee fomething greater than man therein, 
whilfl things have been tryfted with fuch a furprifal in the ve- 
ry opportune time and feafon, that their mercy, though great 
in itfelf; hath not fo much taken them up as the way how 
it is brought about, and their difcovery of the immediate 
hand of God therein, and the truth of his word and promife. 

7. t muil further add, O! is not this a great argument 
which perfuades the foul of thefe truths by fo fure a way aa 
experience, that thus we have an inward and fenfible demon- 
icration of the things of God, that arc as certainly witnefied. 
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as thefe vifible heavens and earth are to our eyes, when thc;y 
are moft fixed thereon: O! what is this which the Chriftian 
knows, yet knows fo little what he hath thereby; this is in- 
deed a fight which puts the thing feen beyond queftion or 
debate, for the foul hath its feeling and tafte as fure as the 
body, and hath a favour and relifli, of things fuitable to its 
own nature, whereby it can difcern a peculiar fweetnefs and 
fragrancy, in that which may feem bitter and grievous to 
the flefh. It is by this fight which experience gives, the 
Chriftian is a witnefs himfelf, is therein perfonally concern- 
ed, does fee thefe great things with ' his own eyes, and not 
with the eyes of others; the confolations of God which are 
not fmall, are no matter of report to him 5 he knows how 
no mercy hath been more fweet and relifhing, than that which 
hath had a bitter crofs going before; yea, never more fen- 
fibly found his own burden, than he bad found it taken off, 
the laying on whereof, was not fo grievous as that relief and 
eafe, hath been fweet upon its removal. 

Now to ihuf up this argument^ I fhall but add the tefti- 
mony of two great and eminent witneffes to the truth, who 
after they had been helped to ferve their generation by the 
will of God, and were dying, had that large accompt to give 
from their experience of the truth and faithfulnefs of God 
in his word, and leave fuch a feal to the fame, worthy to be 
tranfmitted to pofterity; the one is that great fervant of 
Chrift, Beza^ who in his younger years, after the Lord had 

t touched his heart by the word, was one day in the church of 
Charetitofty tryftecj with that xci PfaL which then was ex- 
pounded, and with fuch power was followed^ that not only he 
found it marvelioufly fweet to him at prefent, but was then 
helped to believe, yea, to a great perfuafion, of the Lord's mak- 
ing out all thefe promifes to him in his perfuafion, which as 

. he after found verified, did at his death with much comfort 
witnefs the fame, that as he had been then helped to clofe 
with that great truth in the fecond verfe, in taking the Lord 
for his God, and got a fure claim thereto, y^a, that he fliould 
be his refuge and fortrefs, he had found him that, moft rc- 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



OF THE SCRIPTURE. 115 

markably in the after-changes of his life, that he had deliver- 
ed him from the fnare of the fowler, and the noifome pef- 
tilence, having been in frequent hazard by the lying in wait 
of many to enfnare him, and fometimes was in great hazard 
from the peftilence, in thefe places where he was called to 
refide; yea, amidft the civil wars, which were then fo hot 
in France^ had moft convincing deliverances from many im- 
minent hazards, when he was called to be prefeht fome- 
times with the proteftant princes upon the fields, where 
thoufands did fall about him, and thus whilft near his deaths 
he found that pfalm fo obfervably verified, whereon he was 
caufed to hope, that he went through all thefe promifes, de- 
claring the comfortable accomplifliment thereof, and how he 
had found the Lord's giving his angels charge over him, had 
oft anfwcred him when he had called on him, had been with 
him in trouble, iielivered him; yea, had fatisfied him with a 
long Jife, and now fays he, I have no more to wait for, but the 
fulfilling of that laft word of the pfalm to (hew him his falva* 
tion, for which in confidence he longed. This though not 
writ by thefe who have given an account of his life in our 
language; yet I had the fame from thefe moft worthy of 
credit, who not only from fome of the greateft French pro- 
teftants had it when they were in France^ as a known and 
fure paflage, but told me they read the fame there in a print- 
ed relation in that language, anent his life and death. 

The fecond teftimony I fhall here offer, is from a grave 
and eminent miniftcr of Chrift, in our own church wkhin 
thefe few years, Mr. George Gillejpie, who near his death 
did declare to thefe who were by, what a large proof he had, 
and aflured perfuafion of the truth of the Scripture from ex- 
perience; that he knew fo well what adventuring on the 
word v/as, and what it was to live on divine afliftance, and 
be thus in all his concernments carried through, that he 
could not defire, were he to live in the world, a more defir- 
able and fatisfying life, than that of a continued reliance and 
depending on the Lord; and truely amongft many notable 
experiments that man of God had thereof, this was one very 
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convincing, how in a ftrange land, whither he was called on 
the fervice of the church, and in a grave aifembly of many 
©f the greateft divines in that age, when one day he was 
furprifed with an unexpefted rencounter of a learned man 
Mr. SeUefiy who came on defign with feme others of that 
party, upon the Eraftian intereft to debate for it, by the 
ftrongeft arguments which they had then premeditate for its 
defence} whiift none appeared in that great aflembly to give 
a return, though the^re were many fmgularly learned and 
ab}e, he did on an immediate reliance on God adventure, 
(left the adverfary ihould take advantage thereat) and give 
a fhort account of thefe arguments adduced, wherein the 
ftrength of his difcoiirfe did m.oft lie, with fo clear and fa- 
Usfying an anfwer as aftonifhed all, yea, did filence the ad- 
veriGiry with a marvellous. convi£l:ion; now this was the 
more convincing, that having a little paper book in his hand, 
in which he was before obfervcd to write down fomething, 
he was by fome after preffed to let them fee his notes, fup- 
pofing the he^ds of his following difcourfe were in it, but 
found only in fome pages, thefe words feveral times writ 
down, Light Loi'd^ and qffijlancey his foul being then car- 
ried upward for the fame; thus did that blefled man give in 
jhis witnefs to the truth when he was dying, from the furc 
experience he had thereof threugh his life, and wit^ much 
affurancc of the falvation of God died, which I muft fay, is 
a remark, that in many inftances might be obvious, how 
great peace and an abundant entrance, thefe have found in 
the clofe of the day, who have been helped to moft taithful- 
nefs in the public interefts of Chrift and his church, and to 
the mod fevere adherence to their light, anent the duties of 
the time; which I knew in anotlier worthy minifter of 
Chrift, not many years fmcej who by fome of his lafl words 
did witnefs an inexpreffible joy he found in this, that the 
Lord had keeped him in a time of many trials from giving 
his ark a wrong touch, which he then declared to by-fftmd- 
ets, when he was on the very threfhold betwixt this, and a- 
hothier world. 
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Second Argumenty to damonjirate the apcomplijhtnent of th€ 
icriptttrey is thisy that not only Chr'iflian experience^ hut the oi-^ 
fervation of the church and people of Gody doth in all ages hear 
noitnefs iheretOy ho%uthe Lord^s ivay in thefe pro\)idencesy bath of 
mercy and judgment about the churchy amidfi the various change^ 
of her conditioHy yea in the mofi flrange^things nvhich fall out if\ 
tie ivorldy doth convincingly anfwer the wordy and verify Ihi 
fame. 

IT is indeed undeniable, that the Scripture of God, as it 
is written to the perfonal cafe of his people, and doth in 
their experience take place, fo is there a part of it in a pecu- 
liar way direfted to the church, the fulfilling whereof, in the 
providences and events of the time, flipuld be the fubjedb of 
our obfervation, and would fingularly help to. confirm our 
faith of the truth thereofi 

For profecuting this argument, I would touch it a little in 
thefe three branches. 

1. How thefe general promifes which belong to the church 
univerfal, and concern her in all ages, have an accomplifti*' 
xnent. ^ 

2. How thefe threatenings alfo of the word which do not 
only concern the church, hut have a refpeft to her adverfa^ 
ries are certainly fulfilled, and take place in men's obferva- 
tion, who do obferve the judgments of their time. 

3. How the Scripture of God doth ^Searly jfhine upon the 
darkeft footfteps of providence, even thefe which would feem 
mod ftrange and hard to underftand, fo that it may be demon* 
ftrate nothing falleth out in the world, or befalleth the faints^ 
but what is moft confonant to the Scripture. 

Firji branch, ^ As to the firft branch of this argument, I 
(hgti but inftancc £ve general promifes, which we find heli 
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forth in the word concerning the church, and endeavour to 
{hew how very clear \m6 obvious the accomplifhment of them 
is, if men do not willingly fhut their own eyesA 

Firflpromlfe wherein we find the Scripture expi^efs,. is the 
prefervation of the church, that he will be with her to the 
end of the world, and though he make an end of other nati- 
ons, yet will he not make an utter end of her, but while the 
ordinances of the fun and the moon doth laft, and as the 
days of heaven, fo fhall her days be prolonged, . againft her 
the gates of heU fhall not prevail, Jer. xxx. ii. Mat. xvi. i8. 
Now that God hath truely verified this his promife, and is as 
good as his word, is a truth though marvellous, yet, fo very 
clear and manifeft, that I am fure no Atheift can deny, it 
may be fo eafily demonftrate. 

1. That the church doth continue, and is kept alHe to 
this day, it doth certainly prove the truth of his promife, for 
it can be faid of her, and none can fdy it is a lie, fhe hath 
outlived all her oppofers, the grcateft of whom have found 
their grave in the quarrel, over whofe tomb that laft confefli- 
on of a great adverfary Julian^ may be written, Vicifli tandem 
Galilaey hath not this deadly, and irreconcileable feed been 
perpetuate from fathers to children, but who hath profpered 
in that interprize, the archers have oft (hot and wounded her 
fore, but her bow doth abide in ftrength, as at this day, this 
is her motto, Perfeeutedy ^ut notforjaken^ cafi down^ but not dif-^ 
coura^edy fhe who hath brought many children, yet ceafeth 
not to bear, whofe age hath not marred her beauty, her eyes 
are not dim, nor her ftrength failed, a fight which may caufe 
usnolefs ftand, and confider this great wonder, than Mcfes 
did at^that which was but the fhadowand emblem thereof, t. 
bufh burning and ri6t confumed, for behold a church kept 
alive, yet ft ill in the flames, and vrhen to appearance confum- 
ed, it doth arife more glorious out of her own afhcs, this is 
indeed the only Phoenixy and we know no other, of whom 
that can be faid, hath fhe not borne out tbefe univerfal dc^ 
luges, which did like an inundation, go over her head of ido^ 
latry and Paganifm i;i the firft times, and Antichiiftiaxiifni 
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tvrith Ariatiifm in the after ages, yet not fv/allowcd up, 
which may be no lefs marvellous than when flie was kept a- 
bove the waters in the ark, and though ,her enemies have oft 
fung her funeral fong, and rejoiced over the dead bodies of 
her witnefles, yet, they have rifen again, her dry bones have 
taken life and come together, and behold fhe i$ alive at 
this day. 

2. Not only the church's prefervation, but the continued 
feries, and fucceflion thereof unto this time, doth witnefs 
the fulfilling of this promife, that in the darkeft times of her 
condition (he hath not altogether difappeared, even when flie 
was fo long hid in the wildernefs, but ftill in every age had 
fome witnefles, and though the church hath oft cried out for 
want of children, and been heard weeping, bemoaning her- 
felf becaufe they were not, we may fay, (he never wanted 
an offspring to this day, (he did never die without an heir j 
and feed of her own, to raife up her name, even (ince the 
covenant was firft made with her in Adam\s family, and 
though particular churches have their fet times, which, like 
the fun, have the ufual periods, their height and flour ifhing, 
and afterwards a gradual decay, making way to the depart* 
ure of light, yet, this never made void the promife of God to 
the church univerfal, whofe lamp was never put out, nay, 
fliall not, while the days of heaven do laft. 

3. We muft alfo fay, that the continuance and prefervati- 
on of the church is peculiar to her alone, and can be faid of 

^ no other intereft and party beneath the fun, for it is clear, 
tliat there was no kingdopi or empire fo firmly rooted, no fo^ 
ciety fo well governed by hws, backed with power, which 
hath had the beft title and claim, but time at lad did prevail 
over it, and made the fame a trophy of her conqueftj yea, 
the greateft monarchies, and flouriihing cities have at laft 
yielded, fo as of them it may be faid, Nuncfeg^s eji ubi Tro^ 
ja fuity but time canna^ to this day boaft of a triumph over 
the church of God, though no nation, no family in the 
earth could ever plead antiquity^ with her* This is that in- 
tereft, which hath borne out all thefe great revolutions that 
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(o oft changed the very face of the world, yea, hath out-Uvc4 
fo many kingdoms and fucceffions thereof. 

4. It doth convincingly demonftrate the truth of this pfo- 
ynife bf the church'3 prefervation, that the world, yea, 
greateft Atheifts may fee, this hath not come to pafs at an 
adventure, nay, not in an ordinary way of providence, buf 
by a divine power, mofi: difcemable therein, while it is.fo 
clear, 1 . That no intereft or party had ever fuch adverfaries 
as the church, againft whom the powers of the world, and 
the powers of darknefs have always been on foot. 2. That 
put ward advantages have ufually been on her adverfaries fide, 
not only the great men of the earth, but thefc of greateft 
parts and abilities. 3. That their will Was never wanting 
on their power, and their defign no lefs, than to raze her to 
the foundation. 4. That this enmity hath been rooted and 
irreconcileable, which time to this day could never take up. 
5. That no intereft did ever endure fuch violent aflaults, fo 
niany batteries, for it is obfervable, that moft of the wars and 
commotions of every age, have been fom.e way ftated on. the 
church's account, and whatever private quarrels men have 
hr^d among themfelves, yet it hath not hindered the pur- 
Mt of their malice againft the v/oman and her feed. 6. 
That fuch who have come out of her bowels, even the men 
of her own houfe, have oft been her greateft enemies, and 
^icn in wait to trike her at an advantage, in the day of her halt- 
ing. 7. That her real friends have oft fainted in a time of 
her ftrait, and ftood afar off, yea, almoft none of thfe chil- 
dren which fhe had brought forth, have been then found t<j. 
take her by the hand. 8J That the depths of Satan in her 
enemies, as an angel of light, have fometimes giX'en her a 
fore affault, fo that, if it had been poffible, and ordinary means 
-could have reached their end, they Should have deceived the 
very elefi. 9. I muft add this further witnefs to the mar- 
vellous prefervation of the church, \^ch in an ordinary way 
*could not come to pafs^ that we find no other party was ever 
brouglit fo low, and Jicar death, to be yet alive, the knife was 
once at the church's throat in ^cr, . flic did fcck to adopt a 
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bond-woman's fon inftead of a lawful heir, when Abraham a- 
greedto SaraFs overture for the out-making of the promife; 
how near expiring do we find her in Egypt ^ wherl a fentence 
to deftroy all her male iiTue was gone forth ? yea, what but a 
miracle could have preferved her, when (he was betwixt 
Pharaoh and the Redrfea? How low was the church m the 
wildernefs, and after in the days of the captivity, even bro- - 
ken to pieces, with fmall appearance of life, when her face 
was all blurred with weeping, and her enemies made fport 
over her ruins at the rivers of Babylon y when the children of 
Edom cried out, I^et us raze her even to the foundation P Yea, 
could the church be nearer the gfa^ than when her bones 
were fcattered at the grave's mouth : but above all in that 
dark night when her head and iliepherd was fniitten, and 
her hope feemed to be buried in the grave, with a flone put 
upon it, when fhe could get no entertainment among the 
JeivSy was wounded in the houfe of her friends, and the 
Gentiles in wrath rofe up againft her, that for fome hundred 
years the great empire, which had trode down all the nations 
about, put forth the utmoft of power and malice for her un- 
doing, O! who could have thought the church ftiould out- 
live this ? Yea, after all we find her toll and hurried by An- 
tichrift into the wildernefs, an advcrfary more cruel than 
any that had gone before, where the Dragon watched to get 
her dcftroyed, but how in all thefe, an4 through that long 
dark night llie hath continued, and marvelloufly flouriflied, 
as the palm-tree, under greateft weights, fo that we cannot 
but fee that, which her enemies being judges^ will not deny, 
that this promife to the church of her prefervation is this day 
fulfilled, yea, that it hath not in an ordinary wgy been brought 
about; furely there is no inchantment p.gdinfl Jacobs nor di- 
vination againft Ifrael^ all her enem.ies have btcn found liars, 
happy art thou above other people, for the eternal God is 
tiiy refuge, and underneath are everkftiiig arms, elfe lout^ , 
fince (he fliould have been fwallowcd up; may we not ftiii 
fay with aftoniHiment, Ol what hath God wrought in her 
behalf. 
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Second promife which I ftiall here inftance, that God hath 
made to his church in the word, of herincreafe and enlarge- 
ment, that the earth fhould be covered with the knowledge 
of God, as the fea of water, anther feed be as the ftars of 
heaven, that her bounds fhould 'be from the fea to the out- 
moft rivers, which was promifed to Chrift in the behalf of 
his church, and that flie fliould poflefs the gates of her ene- 
mies, Pfah Ixxxix. 2^. Pfal. ii. 8. Ifa. xlii. 4. Ifa. liv. 3. 

As this promife is exprefs in the Scripture, we muft fay 
it is no lefs clear and evident in its accomplifliment, that 
furely the Lord hath kept his word, whereto the event doth 
mod exadly anfwer, and though yet it be not to the full 
made out, I am fure there is fo much at this day manifeft, 
opnfidering the former condition of the church, as undeni- 
ably proveth the fulfilling of the fore-mentioned promife, 
which even to the conviftion of greateft Atheifts may be 
demonftrate from thefe grounds. 

I. That vaft extent which the kingdom of Chrift hath 
had in the world, for this cannot be denied, that the greateft 
empire or monarchy could never fo far extend their conqueft, 
as the church hath done, fince the wall of partition was 
' taken down; fliort were the limits of the Grecian and Roman 
empire confidered with this, whofe bounds have been the 
ends and uttermoft parts of the earthy where neither Greece 
nor Rome did ever fet up their trophies. Hath not the gof- 
pel, as the fun, made its circuit from the eaft to the weft ? 
yea, crofled the feas, to the dark northern nations, thus ful- 
filling its courfe, in order to its turn again, to the place of its 
firft "rifing, that it may, as we are fure it fhall once vifit the 
^eps a:gain, and the eaftern places of the world, that now 
arc buried iq a night of darknefs, which I think will be as 
fure a preface of the break of day, and fecond corning of th^ 
Lord, as the morning-ftar is to the world of the fun's accom- 
plifhing its courfe, and that it is returning again to the eaft 
where it fhould rife. Hath not the gofpel now been through 
Afiai whefre it did not tarry for a night, for many flourifti^ 
ing churches were there, and the going back of the tide froi» 
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thence was its flowing to another part of the world, which is 
indeed obfervable of the church, as it is of the fea, that 
what it hath loft in one part, it hath gained in another 
part. Did the vaft diftance of Africa^ its great barren de- 
ferts, or fcorching heat ninder the gofpel's making a vifit 
thither, fo as it was once a fertile foil, and brought forth 
many famous !^ lights ; yea, fomething yet doth both there, 
and in the eaft parts of the world remain, to (hew the gofpei 
was truely in thefe places 5 and hath Europe^ thoygh laft, 
been leaft on this account : yea, what do the late difcoveries 
of unknown parts of the earth mean, but to make way for 
a more full performance of this promife, tliat. the gofpei 
might ftretch its conqueft over the line^ which furely was 
the gold and treafure Chrift defigned from thence, that even 
America might have her day alfo, and the voice of the turtle 
be heard in thefe lands. 

2. Not only the large extent of the church as to its bounds 
doth witnefs this, but alfo the great and numerous offspring 
of fons and daughters, which in thefe parts where the gofpei 
hath been, were brought forth to Chrift, for we may fay, 
what John faw in the vifion^ hath been very manifeft to after- 
ages, an innumerable company of all tongues, nations and. 
languages, of whom it could be faid thefe are born in Zion^ * 
O ! how great a harveft of the nations, is even already ga- 
thered? what a fleece hath every particular church caft? 
what a marvellous increafe hath been in fome places after 
fpecial tides of the gofpei? may we not fay that truth is now 
heyond debate, that out of one, and him not only as good as 
dead, but truely dead, there hath come forth aa the fand of 
the fea, and ftars of heaven in number, the church hath in- 
herited Jofeph's bleflfmg of the womb, and the breafts in a 
fruitful ofispring, the dew of Chrift's youth hath been as the 
womb of the morning. Q! what a nlarv^ilous and goodly 
company will this once be when gathered together? then 
will the performance of thefe precious promifes be fully ma- 

- nifefted. , , 

3. This truth may be demonftrate not only from the real 
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conqueft of *the gofpel, and thefe excellent trophies of her 
viftory over many noted enemies, who have after been vef- 
fels of honour, but alfo from the feigned fubjeflion that fo 
many have been made to render; is it not ftrange, what a 
multitude doth in thefe times proTefs the truth, and yet hate 
it, and were never drawn with the cords of love ? how very 
many have courted the name of a Chriftian, and wooed the 
fliadow of religion, who never knew the truth thereof, which 
certainly is a convincing evidence of the gofpcFs conquell, 
that fo many knees fhould bow to the name of Jefus, whofe 
hearts were never bowed, or really fubdued to him. 

4. It is an unanfwerable proof of this truth, that, we fee 
the church's increafe and eniargement hath come to pafs 
moll punftually after that manner, yea, with all the circum- 
ftances as was foretold and promifed, that the event doth in 
every thing anfwer the word; for, i. It is there held out, 
that from a day of fmall things which men would be ready 
to defpife, it fhould grow up as a tender plant, and fpfead 
forth its branches over the nations, that the cluldren of the 
defolate fliould be more than of the married wife, and the 
glory of the fccond temple exceed that of the firft, and O ! 
hath it not accordingly come to pafs? 2. This great in- 
creafe and enlargement of the church, was to fall out in tlie 
days of the New Teftarncnt, whenChrift Ihould be lifted up, 
that then he fhould dra\y all men after him-, for thefe pro- 
mifes we have thereof in the Old Teftament, do clearly point 
at the times of the gofpel, and , doth . not the event here 
accordingly anfwer? 3. The Scripture holdeth out, that 
the faUing away of the Jews fhould be the riches of the 
Gentiles y and that their rejection fhould make way for the ful- 
TiUing of this proniife, even the in-gathering of the nations, 
and do Hot men fee the event with this very circuni fiance? 
4. We fin'd the ilies and utmofl parts of the earth are given 
to Chrifl for his inheritance, and foretold as a fpecial part 
of the church's increafe, and do we not clearly fee there is 
no place of %e world, where Chrifl's kingdom is more vi- 
•fiblc, where'more children have been begot to him by the 
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. goipel, we may fayj than in thefe northern places, even in' 
tbefe ifles of Britain l^nA Ireland^ which arc almoft the utter* 
moft parts of the earth, their being but little from that airth, 
and nearer th^ pole which is inhabited, yea, we may judge, 
hath been that Thule whereof the ancients did fo much fpeak. 
5. Was it not alfo foretold tjiat the church fliould poiTefs the 
gates of her tnemles, at whofe great increafe the world 
fhould wonder, the princes thereof fee and be troubled, , 
while God is known in her palaces for a refuge, and doth 
not the event vvitnefs this, that over all the counfels and ef* 
fays, which the world hath had to hinder the church's 
growth, her riling hath always been upon the ruins of her 
greateft enemies, yea, thefe who have been a terror in the 
land of the living did oft fall, and break themfelves in that 
attempt, can men deny the marvellous progrefs of the 
church, how from a fmall beginning, flie at lafl pofTelTed the 
gates of both the eafl and weftern empire, her old enemies, 
and 4o we not this day fee her conqueft advancing on the 
ruins of Antichrift, her laft and greateft adverfary. 

5. As the fulfilling of this promife anent the church's in- 
creafe is undeniable, fince men cannot contradi6t: their fcnfe 
tlierein, we muft alfo fay, this is a thing great and marvel* 
ious, which no lefs than fome divine> and extraordinary 
power could bring about, if we confider thefe things; l. 
That quick difpatch which the churches growth, under the** 
d^ of the New Tcftament hath made. O! might not ths' 
Pag^a world wonder, how in the fpace of two or three hun* 
dred years it was almoft become wholly Chriftian: O! 
ftrange a Dioclefian and Maxlmus fo grievoufly perfecuting 
and" trampling on the very name of Chriftianity, and yet near . 
that fame age, this great Ronian empire, and emperor fu1>- 
mitting to the gofpel, which was fulfilled in the, cTays of 
Conjlantine, 2. How aftonifiiing v/as it for the church'* 
rife and increafe, to be brought about upon the ruin, and 
downfal of the idols of the nations, who had their temples, 
and were worftiipped as God, that the world fliould be mad^ 
to renounce its Bible, and that religion which for fo manj^ 
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ages wa« deeply rooted by tradition from their fathers; thefc 
altars which were had in fuch reverence demoliflied, and 
their temples made a ruinous heap, yea, the very name of 
their gods fliould be thus obliterate, was not this indeed 
very wonderful ? but Dagon hath no ftrength to (land before 
the ark of the God of tft-aeL 3. That it fhould be thus ad^ 
vanced by fuch a mean as the preaching of the word, even 
of that which to the Jews was a (tumbling block, and to 
the Greeks fooliflmefs, how this voice (bpuld putto perpetual 
filence, thefe oracles, that for fo many ages had given a re- 
fponfe to the world might be indeed aftoni(hing, yea, that 
the church's increafe (hould thus be brought about at no 
lefs rate, than the overturning of greateft kingdonjs, the con-? 
verfion of fo many nations, (hould tame and civilize the moil 
favage and barbarous; caufe the lion to lie down with the 
lamb, and even make fo great and univerfal a change in the 
face of the univerfe, 4. Doth it not fpeak forth fome di- 
vine power, the carry iiig on ai the churches growth and in- 
creafe, not only over the violence of men, but over all thefe 
dreadful errors and inventions, thefe thick mifts which both 
in former and late times, have afcended out of the pit to 
choke her, that we may fay, the church hath not only been 
helped to tread upon the lion and dragon, but on the add^r 
and cockatrice alfo, and dotK carry the trophies of her con- 
queft over all thefe at this day. 5. I would add, is it not 
marvellous how the church's increafe hath been advanced in 
a v;ray mod contrary to all the rules of ordinary policy ,~ by 
which dates and empires h^ve rifen, not by difTimulation, 
but greated plainnefs, and free dealing for Ghrid, and his 
miniders did never flatter the world to embrace the truth ; 
not by open violence, but a more excellent fpirit and power, 
before which men could not dand, where fooH(hnefs was 
made to confound and out-wit human wifdom, and weaknefs 
to overcome drength, that .we may fay, O how little of man 
and much of God was ta be feen therein. 

Third promife.'wlAch the Lord hath giv^n to his church in 
the word, is the giving of the Spirit, and pouring out of the 
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fame, which is there exprefly held forth, arid pfomifed, 
ZecL xii. 10. John xiv. 17. Ifa. lix. 21. And doth concern 
all times of the church, though in a more full meafurc, t© 
be let out in the days of the gofpel. 

It is true, the ChTiltian's inward experience can beft wit- 
nefsthis, for thefe^ave an argument from within; they know 
and they are fure they have received the Spirit by the word, 
whereby they underftand thefe things which are fpiritually 
difcerned, but that which» is here intended, is to fhew, that 
the Spirit is truely let forth to the church according to the 
promife, that it doth accompany the truth and do<3rine of 
Chrift, and purity of the ordinances, as a thing, which from 
clear undeniable evidences may be denjonftrate, to the coti- 
viftion of the greateft Atheift : for I muft think, even by- 
ftanders, fuch v/ho never knew any faving work of the Spi- 
rit, but live in thefe parts where the ordinances are difpenf- 
ed with purity and power, if they (hut not their eyes, may 
oft clearly fee fomething going forth with the word, that is 
beyond words, a divine Spirit and power, which fendetk 
forth its favour in the daily adminiftration of the gofpel, yea, 
by its efFecfJs, and fome convincing difcovery thereof, doth 
force this truth in upon men's confciences, who are othei'^ 
wife ftrangers thereto. 

- Now to hold forth the accompliftment of fo great a pro- 
mif(?, that God is faithful ahd true therein, I would give iu 
thefe clear and convincing witnefles of the fame. 

I. Thefe excellent gifts and endowments given to the 
church, are they not a vifible proof of this truth? For it i$ 
undeniable, where once the gofpel cometh, that inflruments 
are raifed with another fpirit, reapers fent forth, while there 
is a harveft to be gathered, and fhaped for their work ; yea, 
thefe who are of mean and ordinary parts, when called forth 
to the; ferviceof the church, will have another luftre, that it 
may be oft feei! wiih aftonifliment, how far, not only they 
exceed themfelves, but thefe who were of jnore eminent na- 
tural endowments": I would but feriqully afk men, who ne- 
ver laid this truth to heart, Whence is* that variety of gifts fo 
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fuitably difpenfed to the various employments, and diflfercnt 
pieces of fervice the church doth call for? How are they thu^ 
fuited to the feveral times, yea, to the very genius and tem- 
per of fuch a time ? Whence is it, that every gift and quali- 
fication is To fitted and difpofed for its proper ufe, fome moft 
peculiarly fhaped out to awake and threaten, thefe Boaner- 
^^Sy while others are fet forth with a fpirit eminently fitted to 
comfort; fome mighty in perfuafion, yet not fo fitted to ex- 
pound; others moft dextrous to inftruft, yet not fo powerful 
to apply; fome the gift of tongues, and others the tongue of 
the learned, to fpeak a word in feafon to the weary; to fome 
the face of a lion is given, when a heroic fpirit of courage 
and refolution is called for, to others the face of a calf, for 
patient enduring in fuiFering times: Surely it were a choice 
meditation, to think, how with as great wonder we may fay 
of this excellent body of the church, as of the natural body 
of man, how curious," yea, marvelloufly is it framed, where 
every part doth anfwer another, and to the ufe of the whole, 
each hath its peculiar excellency, and fomething proper to 
every ones gift may be th6i feen, as well as in the face of 
man, by which, in fome things they differ from all otliers. 

2. Thefe more eminent extraordinary out-lettings of ihe 
Spirit do alfo witnefs tliis truth, which at fome fpecial times," 
when the church's ncecefiity requireth, it hath been moft 
difcernable, M^hen the Lord fendeth forth his fervants about 
a more than ordinary piece of work, either to door fuffer; • 
when he is to plant the church in fome place, where the go- 
fpjel will meet with much oppofition, is it not then manifeft, 
how„ Icrne more than Ordinary power, and irrefiftable efhcacy 
CQth zcccm^d.nj the truth, before v,^hich there is no ftand- 
ing, the dii'puter is then in his reafoning confounded by 
fomething above reafon; the untoward and rude arc forced 
to ftoop before the word, and to confefs they have to do with 
power, and not with words; yea, thefe whom the Lord mak- 
eth ufe of who were feeble and weak as others, in that day 
are made as a brazen wall, and defenced city. 

3. Is it not ::lfo undeni?.bie that now under the New Tef- 
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' tament there are minifters of the Spirit, and not of a dead 
letter and empty found? That with the word, there go along 
a miniftration of power and life, whence a majefty and au- 
thority attending the public ordinances is oft fo difcernable, 
that even thefe who know not what the Spirit is, are made to 
fee fomething therein, wliich doth dazzle them with aftonifh- 
meritj whence is it, that at fometimes fuch a beauty and 
power fliineth forth with ordinances, like a glance of the 
glory of God, even goiiig before men's eyes, which for the- 
prefent hath made a wonderful change upon fome very grofs 
men, and pilt tl?em in another temper, yea, forced them with 
fear to acknowledge, that furely God is near in the aflem- 
blies of his people, and I would alk whence is it, the word 
giveth law to men's confciences? fhould fpeak with fuch an 
authority, as maketh them all to Ihiver, that even the worft 
'of men, are fometimes made to (land before the miniftry of 
the word, like men (landing at the bar, upon life and death 
before a judge, whofe authority they duril not decline. . 

4. It is very difcernable, what a great di^iFerence and ano- 
ther appearance there is, both on minifters and Chriftians at 
one time, from what they are at another, in the difcharge of 
duty, as if thefe were not the fame perfons; which appeareth 
not only in the enlargement and ftraitning of their gift, but, 
alfo in power and life ; is it not feen with what liberty thefe 
do fometimes pray, are as a fhip with a full gale before the 
wind? that it is then eafy to preach, when at other times 
there is like a (hut door, that even on-lookers may perceive a 
a fenfible languifhing, and them hampered iil their very ex- 
preflions, yea, as men rowing againft a contrary wind, the 
word wanting th^t favour and relifli it hath had at other 
times, and this not through a natural indifpofition or want 
of preparation, but that which all, who ever fehred God in 
the fpirit muft confefs, hath moft fenfibly tfyfted then) when 
they have thought themfelves at the greateft advantage for 
going about duty: O! who can deny this r* evidence of the 
fpirit, a thing in all ages fo fenfibly felt, yea, evfen obvious to 
the worft of men? 

Vol. I. R 
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5. It is alfo clear that wherever the Lord hath had a 
church, at fome fpecial turns of her condition, there have 
ufually been fome more folemn times of the fpirit, and high 
fpring tides of the gofpel, there V7as indeed a marvellous 
flow^ing forth of the Spirit of God after Chrift's afcenfion, 
which like a mighty current did carry all before it, at which 
time more fuccefs did follow one fermon, than hath been by 
the miniftry of many others in an age 5 this made the world 
v/onder, as if fome univerfal enchantment had fallen on 
menj what that could be, which the more they fought to 
bear down, the more it increafed, that made the rich choofe 
poverty, and thefe who dwelt in palaces, take themfelves 
with cheerfulnefs to the dens and caves of the earth; but 
befides this, it is very manifeft that in a large meafure the 
Spirit hath been let forth to the church in after ages, yea^ 
there is no particular church where the light hath fhined, 
but hath had its fpecial times, fome folemn day of the pour- 
ing out of the Spirit before the fun went down; which may 
be obferved, either at the firft breaking up of the gofpel, or 
at fome other remarkable time and change of her condition; 
whence a great tack of fouls to Chrift hath followed^ befides 
the reaching of the confcience, and ftirring the afFeftion of 

*mafty oth^s under a common work of the Spirit, which 
ufually goeth along with folemn tim.es. 

6. The going back of the tide, and vifible withdrawing of 
the Spirit from particular churches, where it hath fometimes, 
in a large meafure, been let forth, is a very convincing wit- 
nefs to the truth of this prom'ife; for it is clearly fcen, at 
what a ftand the gofpel is in thefe places where it mofl emi- 

• nently fhined, that the land which bloflbmed, and was like a 
watered garden, hath been made as the heath in the wilder- 
nefs, and then that the minifters of Chrift, whofe lot hath 
falfen in fuch a time, are put to very fore work, to work, as 
it were, with oars, for want of wind, to call: out the net all 
night, and catch nothing; a fliut door is upon them in the 
exercife of their miniftry, duty is made burdenfome, becaufe 
the Lord is againft: them, there is an evident reftralnt upon 
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the word, and its intercourfe Is more with the ear than with 
theconfciences of men^ yea, any liberty they find is to exe- 
cute a commillion of judgment, and to denounce the woe of 
the gofpel. O! doth not fo manifeft withdrawing of the 
Spirit witnefs the out-letting thereof, and that is a certain 
and real thing. 

7. Do not the ftirrings and ftrange conviftions, which 
even the word of men have fometimes under the word, wit- 
nefs a divine Spirit and power going along therewith, that 
which forceth an aflent from their confcience to the truth, 
which qtherwife they hate, yea, maketh them for the time, 
wonder they fhould not have been more ferious in the ways 
of God; yea, it doth often put a thorn in the bed of their 
fecurity, for indeed the word, and die light thereof, doth 
torment thefe who dwell on the earth: and truely, this is a 
marvellous thing, which winneth in upQn men's fecret de- 
fign^ and counfels, doth reveal to them the mofl clofe 
thoughts of their heart, which they are fure men's eye could 
not reach, taketh them down through themfelves, and yet, 
that the world knoweth not whence it is; yea, are they not 
forced to confefs, what a great difference they find betwixt 
th^ word from the mouth of fome, who are holy and ferious, 
though held out in greateft fimplicity, than from others 
even of. greater gifts, and accompanied with more fhew of 
eloquence, that furely the one hath another found and reKfli, 
fpeaketh more feelingly home to their hearts, than the mofl 
polifhed difcourfe of greateft orators. 

8. One witnefs more I fhall here give to the truth of this 
promife, evv^n thefe eminent examples of the grace of God, 
which In every age have fhlned in the firmament of the 
church, fome in love and zeal, fome in patience and humi- 
lity, fome in the ftrong afts of faith and felf-denial, which 
do certainly demonftrate a more excellent fpirit than that 
which is In the world, whence they appear with another 
luftre in their walk and carriage, and have a fweet and fra- 
grant favour of the Spirit, to the very difcerning of by- 

R2 
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ftanders, whicii tniely flieweth, that his wind doth blow on-^ 
his garden, when the fpices fend forth fo pleafant a fcent^ 

Fourth^ We find an exprefs promife in the word, of deliver- 
ance to the church, in a low and oppreffed condition, that 
furely the Lord will plead her caufe, will deliver his people, 
when he feeth their flrength is gone, and fave them from the 
hands of their enemies, PfaL xviii. 47, 48, 50. Pftl. xxiL 
4,5. Ifa. liv. 17. Ifa. li. 23. 

It is true, this promife hath its bounds, limits, and provi- 
fions, which fhould be taken along in the application thereof, 
we know the covenant of God witli particular churches is 
conditional only, he promifeth that he will be with them 
while they are with him; yea, it is oft feen, (and there is no 
jar here with this promife} that a people prof effing the gofpel,- 
confederate with God, following duty, have even turned 
their back before the enemy, and in the holy providence o£ 
^God, have for a time been given up to their fierce rage and 
violence-, but it is alfo fure, that this promife hath an accom- 
plifhrnent, and in the day of the church's ftrait the Lord 
hath oft appeared, by a ftrong out-ftretched hand> for her 
help, his own arm brought falvation to his people, when 
they fought to him-, for God is known in her palaces for a 
refuge; yea, fui'ely the church might oft fing that fong on 
fuch clear grounds, as though with Ifrael (he had been 
Handing at the Red-fea, Thy right handy O Lordj is fuli of 
, power y thy right hand hath dajhed in pieces thy enemies; for what 
nation or people is like this, to whom he hath fhewed fuch 
marvellous things. 

Now to fhew forth the faithfulnefs of God in t%is promife, 
I would offer fome few things that are a moft clear and un-. 
d^iable witnefs thereto. 

^. Tf jj^ejr^ are few ages, but we have fome record of thQ 
churches conditiori, which hold forth fuch fignal convincing 
providences of God, in behalf of his' oppreffed church and 
people, as may be a manifeft feal to this trutli \ it is true, 
fometimes have been more remarkable for fuffering times of 
judgment, and of a growing trial, wherein this truth hath 
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not fo clearly ftiined forth, yea, that long night which the 
church had -under Antichtift, ntight feerti to call it in quef- 
tion; but neverthelefs, if men take a feribus look of the 
tiOtd's way, and feries of providence in ages pad, compare 
irig one time with another, what the. ftraits, and mofl: 
extreme cafe of the church hath at laft refolved in, they will 
find caufe to cry with aftonifhment, Great deliverances giveth 
he to his people i yea, the Lord hath done great things for them. 
I am fure, were there a full record, with that true account 
which might be given, of thefe more remarkable deliverances 
that particular churches have met with, fmce the firft plant- 
ing of the gofpel among them, wherein God's very immedi- 
ate hand for their help hath been difcci'nable^ it fliould non- 
plus the world, and greateft Atheifts, ahent the real out- 
making of this promife. 

2. The confeffion even of the church's enemies, hath oft 
witnefTed this truth, that in purfuing their malice to trouble 
and undo her, they have but undone themfelves -, how tor- 
menting difappointments have caufed their very flelh to pine 
away, and the clofe and iflue of their rage forced this con- 
vidlion from them at laft, that the clmrch is a burdcnfome 
ftone to be lifted up, a party with whom it is full of hazard ' 
to meddle ; have not fuch been made to difcern fometliing 
of a divine hand fo, clearly againft them, blafting their coun-' 
fels, and moft promifinp; attempts, as if their f yes, wirti ' 
Balaam^ had been opened to fee the angel in their way; yea," ' 
in all ages it is known how the confcience, even of the worft, 
iiath oft bewrayed fomething of a prefaging fear they have 
had of thefe whom they purfued with greatqfl malice, and 

a dreadful impreffion they had of a praying people, and their 
prayers. . • 

3. This truth hath had the cleareft witncfs in time? ^th^ 
church's greateft ftrait and extremity, when difEculti^slfive* 
appeared infuperable, and an out-gate in an ordinary way of 
providence moft hopelefs, when vifible means have been 
withdrawn, all refuge failed, and none to help, that in fi\C'i 
a day the I^ord hath been feen upon the mount, and uncx- 
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peftedljr, by very ft range means, brought deliverance to a 
broken, almoft ruined church, even, as it were, betwixt the 
kridge and the w:ater; fo that who would have a clear view 
of the accomplifhment of this promife, may but turn back on- 
thefe more remarkable extreme exigences of the church's 
condition, and there have it, how oft a fweet fun-fhine hath 
followed the moft dark and cloudy times, a raging ftorm 
hath refolved into a refrefhing calm; yea^ that with a fur-i 
ther growth of the clmrch's trial and doubling of her burden, 
her enlargement and out-gate hath broken up with thefe 
great and obvious remarks therein, that it was a convincing 
return of prayer and wreftling with a furtlier iaddition of 
fome new and finguLir mercy therewith, yea, fome eminent 
adi of judgment upon her adverfaries. 

4. The greateft advantage and viftories, which men hax^c 
got over the churches and people of God, can alfo bear 
witnefs to this, that v/hen the wicked have fprung up like 
the grafs, and the work(irs of iniquity feemed to fiourifh, this 
very way hath the Lord taken to bring about a more full de- 
liverance: yea, on the other hand, had it not been very ob- 
vious how the church's gain hath been brought forth oiit of 
greateft iofs, that thefe v/ounds which feemed moft deadly, 
by the infinitely wife providence of God, have turned to her 
moft effectual and thorough cure; and men's unreafonable 
violence and rage r.gainft the church hath oft had an evident 
tendency to bring about even that whereto it feemed moft 
direftly contrary, fome further mercy and deliverance, than 
could have been expefted, as the Amorites* refufing Ifrael 
but paflage through their land, did prove the very mean to 
give them more than they fought, the pofTefTion of that land 
for an inheritance. - . 

5. This witnefs, the obfervation of the church in all ages 
can bear to this promife, that deliverance hath oft fprung up, 
and been brought to her hand from an^airth, and by fuch 
means, as none would have expefted, by fuch, as none but 
God- could do; a fudden report and rumour, i Sam. xxiii. 27. 
means that have been not only fmall and improbable, but 
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that looked direftly contrary, as in bringing the church but of 
Egypty yea, fometimes by the wickecrs being infnared in the 
work of their own hands, is it not obvious, how the Lord 
hath tryfted men^s private interefls to put them on, for be- 
friending his church? and hath caufed the earth to help the 
woman, and raifed up one opprelfor to punifh another, yea, 
often hath prepared carpenters, whence it was leaft thought, 
to cut the horns of thefe who had fcattcred his people. 

6. There is this convincing witnefs to the truth of fuch ^ 
promife, that fudden remarkable change, which may be oft 
difcerned both on men's inward frame, and the outward face 
of the church, when a time of mercy, and enlargement is 
come; inflruments raifed of the Lord with a difcernable ele^ 
vation of their fpirits to a6: and do exploits, the feeble then 
made ftrong, and thefe who fometimes would have fainted at 
an ordinary piece of fervice, dare with fuch a gale of divine af- 
fiftance run, as it were, through a troop, and overleap a wall; 
for indeed this may in all ages be obvious, how eafy it is to 
move in the day when the Lord moveth for his people, and 
ftrengtheneth the girdle of their Ipin?, that it was not their 
bow or fword, which got them the viclory, but the very fin- 
ger of God, fomethhig above the counfcls of men, ordinary 
means, which hath fometimes been made fo clear as the 
noonday, fo that even at fomc diftance, thefe who are wife 
to difcern the times, did fee when there was a breaking up 
of a day of a church's hope, how a previous motion, and ftir 
amongft the dry bones, the Lord as in the top of the mulber- 
ry-trees, hath been then difcernable, and fome promiflng ap- 
pearance from "the prefent difpofition, and temper of the god- 
ly in that time, (thou^rh we muft grant, mercy and ibvereign 

■ grace hath oft tryfted the church when little of this hath ap- 
peared) which, like the breaking up of that cloud in the top 
of mount Carmel to the prophet, though at fir ft but as ai? 
hand-breadth, hath (hewed that deliverance to the church 
was not far off. 

7. I would add this witnefs alfo; thefe convincing provi- 
dences, which in all ages have been fliewcd againit the ene- 
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mies of the churchy fuch as men could riot pafs wi^out 
forae remark, what an iflue thefe *have had,, who have fome- 
times.been a fore rod on the people of God, yea, a terror in 
the land of the Hying ? how they have become a mbft abjefl: 
and contemptible party, like bees who have loft their fting j 
their countenance hath been changed, and they ceafed to be 
any more a fear, when once their work was done, and the 
date of their commiffion for the humbling, and trying of the 
church expired; yea, a judicial ftroke from the Lord, hath 
been often feen upon their very judgment and refolutioris, 
which could not then fen-^e them to trouble and afflift the 
church, the day being turned, and the time of her deliver- 
ance come. 

Ftfthy There is this promife aifo, which concerneth the 
* church in general, as well as Chriftians in their perfona! 
cafe, that all things ivork together for the good of thefe who love 
Godi Rom. viii. 28. the accomplifhment whereof, as it is 
written out in providence to the obfervation of men, I would 
here touch. 

This is indeed a great comprehenfive promife, which in 
the conftant courfe, and tenor of providence about the 
church we may fee, it doth take place, how thefe turnijigs 
and changes of the world, the moft ftrange emergents of the 
time, the various motions and interefts of men, do co-ope- 
rate together, and have an undoubted tendency to bring 
forth the church's good, as though they did intentionally a<fi 
for the fame, there will indeed one day, be a more clear and 
marvellous difcovery of this, when the Lord hath perfe<aed. 
his work, and the myftery of God is finifhed, the church 
brought fafe to the harbour, then fliall it be fully manifeft, 
to what end all thefjs ftorms, and crofe winds in the counfelS 
and defigns of men were, tSiefe things which in the time 
could not be underftood, but feemed perprexed and ftrange, 
did really work for the church's good, for then men will fee 
with their eyes a full performance of the wor<l; yet we muft 
fay, even here, in evefy age amidft the various changes of 
the church's cafe, this Hath a clear cut-aiaking, thkt there 
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is no ferious obferver of providence, but may bear witnefs 
to it» 

I.' That not only the church's good, but even her greatefl 
good, hath moft clearly had its rife, and been brought forth 
out of the greateft mifchicfs and hurts intended againft her ; 
that if we fearch the Scripture, and will turn over thefe after- 
records of the church's condition, we (hall there find the 
moft remarkable attempts and plots, fuch as FharaoUs laft 
eflay to deftroy the Ifraelitesy Haman^s great defign to root 
out the feed of the Jewsy that great mafter-plot Satan once 
had on foot, to crufh the gofpel) and the Chriftian church by 
crucifying her head, yea, in thefe laft times Antichrift's kill- 
ing the witnefles have all, as if really intended by the inftru- 
iTients as well as the firft mover, brought forth the church's 
greateft good-, fo as the after-mercy and out-gate, hath car- 
ried fome vifible proportion to her trial, and to the greatnefs 
of her adverfaries' defign. 

2. It may be alfo fclear, if we but trace back thefe memo- 
rable changes, which have been up and down the earth, how 
direft a tendency they have had to this end, did not the 
bringing down that great image of the monarchies witnefs 
this? we find Nebuchadnezzar raifed up as a rod to the 
church, and Cyrus for a deliverer; we may fee the sPerJian 
and Grecian monarchies brought down, to make way for the 
fetting up of the Me fliah's kingdom. Antiochus muft ftand 
.up a little for a fharp trial, and his downfall give the church 
^ a' new breathing, and hold forth to after-ages a remarkable 
monument of the judgment of God againft his enemies. 
Peaceable Augujlus muft tryft with his time, in whofe days 
{hall be abundance of peace; we find a Titus fet up to exe- 
cute the judgment of God upon the Jewsy to make way for 
a further enlargenicnt to the Gf^/zV^ church, a Nero and Do- 
mitian to help forward the church's fuffering, and a Conjlan^ 
fine to give her fome reft, after fo long and fore an aflault, 
and at laft the Roman empire mouldred down for Antichrift's 
up-fetting, to accomplilh what did remain of the fufierings 
of Chrift, in his church by that adverfary. 

Vol. I. S 
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3. Wc may oft fee a very ftrange tryft, and concurrence 
of things, how inftruments aft to bring about the L<?rd's 
end, and advance his church's intereft, even while each one 
doth moil vigoroufly drive their own proper ejad and defign, 
which fheweth there is furely a. living fpirit in the wheels, 
that ordereth thefe motions, a fupreme and firft mover that 
can thus determine them, whether they will or not, to fervc 
his end and the church's good, when they moft direftly in- 
tend the contrary. 

4. "We have feen how m men's plotting the ruin of the 
church, there is oft an unfeen hand determining their judg- 
ment and inclination, to fall upon tha,t very way, than which 
we would think nothing could have ^een more direft for her 
good, and their own ruin, how an Hujfjai bath been fent in^ 
or fome have been ftirred up amongfl themfelves (upon their 
Own intereft) to break the pernicious counfeb and defigns of 
others. 

5. We have alfo feen the perfonal quarrels of the church'5 
enemies among themfelves brought to fuch an height, and 
to tryft fo feafonably, that on-lookers might clearly perceive 
that it hath been from the Lord, a judgment for their rage 
and violence againft his poor opprefTed people. 

6. We have feen the church's enemies raifed to a ftrange 
height, all advantages favouring them, until their plot and 
mine hath been ripe for ifpringing, and lo, at that very fliock, 
fomething unexpefted hath fallen out, which did turn their 
former fuccefs to their further ruin, yea, difappoint all; this 
the world is ready to call fome fatal and malevolent conjunc- 
tion, which cannot he refifted, and what is this in tStCty 
but the witnefs of men's confcience to a divine haftd? 

7. Have we not feen fome fore dafli and overthrow of tlie 
church bring forth her good, and a more full vi£i:ory, how 
vifible help and means have been taken out of the way,^,that 
fomething above means might be feen in her condition, even 
in that day, when all hath been given for loft, yea, truth's 
lofmgthe day upon the field, bring forth her triumph on x\\'z 
fcafFold, and at the ftake. 
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8. We have feen moft defpicable and ordinary thiqgs made 
fubfervlent for feme great piece of the Lord's work, a very 
fmall thing made the firft rife of ftrange revolutions, that re- 
markable changes have been oft lying in the bofom of a com- 
mon providence; yea, truely we find both Scriptme, anci 
the obfervation of after-ages witnefs, that the church's de- 
liverance and out-gate did almoft never come that way, by 
fuch a method and mean as flie had moil expefted the fame, 
and that God's time of working may be oft very contrary to 
our time of expefting. 

I fhall only add, is it not oft feen (which I am fure all ag^s 
can witnefs) how men's endeavours to darken the truth by 
error, hath been an effectual mean for it's further clearing? 
That the growing of a trial,, a violent and fore exafting upon 
the church, hath kindly wrought towards her out-gate and 
enlargement, her meat hath been oft brought even out of 
the eater, by means moft deftruftive thereto, and a fword 
muft pierce the church's heart, that thoughts of many may 
be difcovered, a time of perfecution muft help to cure the 
divifions amongft the godly, and bring them together in the 
furnace, which profperity could not do; yea, it is oft feen, 
^hich former ages can alfo witnefs, that the very undoing of 
the churcli hath been God's bleft way to keep her from being 
tindone. 

THE SECOND BRANCH, 

DOTH concern thefe Scripture-threatenings which are 
held forth in the word, with a refpeft to the vifible 
church and againft a people profeffing the gofpel, that no pri- 
vileges they have above others fhall exempt them from judg- 
ment, yea, and from very fad ftrokes; he hath known them 
above the reft of the world, he will contend with them moft 
feverely becaufe of fin, and fuch particular evils as we find 
the word threateneth. 

I touched a little fome Scripture-threatenings in the pre- 
ceding argument, as concerned Chriftians in tli:eir private 
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experience, what I here intend is to point at this truth, as it 
is written in the providences and judgment^ of every time 
to men's obfervation, how judgments from the Lord, which 
point, as with the finger, at the abounding fins of that time, 
do reach a land, and particular churches, according to the 
threatenings of the word; this is indeed manifeft, that the 
greateft promifes made to a people, we find backed with 
faddefl threatenings, and accordingly we find the greateft 
monum.ents of wrath have ufually been fet up, where fome- 
times the largefl offers of the gofpel were, yea, that the anger 
of the Lord may draw fo deep againft a people profefling 
his naine, as to make their land defolate, and the high ways 
thereof mourn; for in this precinft of the church doth both 
judgment and mercy moft eminently ftiine forth, and the 
Lord's way there doth differ from that he hath with any 
other people. 

Now to clear this grave truth a little, how thefe threaten- 
ings of the word, againft a nation and people becaufe of fin, 
are alfo verified in their judgments, I ftial) touch a few in- 
ftances, that are moft known and obvious, where we may lay 
the word and obfervation of the church together, and fee 
how they anfwer one the other. « 

I . We find the thr^tenings of the word do point at the 
time of a people's judgment, i Thef. ii. 16. Rev. xiv. 15, 18. 
That when they fill up the meafure of their fin, and their 
dup is full, the Lord will net then defer the execution; un- 
til the cup of the Amorites was full he did let them alone; 
and we find anfwer deferred to the cry of the fo\ils under 
the altar, for avenging their blood on Antichrift, becaufe 
that accurfed party had yet more to do againft the church, 
and the faints more to fuffer under their hand. 

Now to witnefs the acqomplifhment of this; let us but 
confider what in all times may be'obferved. i. That tliere 
is an ordinary growth, and height of fin, which a land Com- 
eth to before deftru(9:ion, fome national and univerfal fpread- 
ing thereof, prodigious out-breakings, the utter rejefting of 
reproof, which fliew that a people's cafe muft then be on 
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fdme turn, yea, that ftrange ^nd unufual finning, ufeth'to go 
before feme ftrange ftroke. 2. Before judgment come, is 
it not feen how the fin of a people hath become fo daring, 
that it hat|i had a loud cry? yea, their cafe hath been fuch as 
did juftify the Lord's procedure ^gainft them, even in the 
confciences of all on-lookers, that he did it not without much 
caufe. 3. Is it not eafy for fuch as are wife to know the 
times, to fee night coming on a land, when fin is at fome 
dreadful height, by confidering the word and the Lord's 
ufual way with a people in fuch a cafe ? yea, hath there not 
then been fome fpecial fore-warnings, a more than ordinary 
impreilion of judgment upon the fpirits of the godly? the 
hiding of many of them in the grave, which as threatening 
prefages, hath fliewed the near approach of a ftroke. 4 
There doth not ufually want even fome Noahy or JonaSy the 
minifters of God fent forth to threaten, who as watchmen 
upon the wall are difcerning hazard at a diftance, yea, with 
an obfervable prefl\ire then upon their fph'it, and a more than 
ordinary agreement amongft themfelves to cry out and give 
the people warning, when the time of judgment hath been 
drawing near. 

2. It is clear, there are fome fpecial evils and fins of a time, 
which we find the word doth moft dreadfully threaten,yea, in 
a peculiar way it doth put a mark upon tliem that though the 
Lord ftiould pafs by many infirmities in a ciiurch and people. 
profeflTmg his name 5 yet, for fuch and fuch fins as we find in 
Amos i. 2. he will not turn away the punifliment thereof, 
but hath folemnly declared by his truth and faithful nel's> 
that thefe ftiall not pafs without fome vifible mark, even be- 
fore the world, of his anger: now in this the Scriptiirf is 
clear, and lets us fee there are fome fins more particuiavlv^ 
threatened, fome land deftroying fins that hive as it were 
the mark fet on them, which do efpecially prove k-^ tlie 
holy indignation and jealoufy of God; fuch is idciiiiy, 
corrupting the worfiiip of God; perjury and covcuai re- 
breaking, Jhall they break my covenant ^ and eji ot^c.^ Jalth U:c 
Lordy Ezek. xvii. 15. uilfo departing from Go. I and his ^uau 
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for this the land Jhall he defolatCy as in Jer. ix. 12, 1 3. T^^ 
hlood'-guiltinefs which the earth fiall not cover ^ and for ivhich 
the fivord fmll not depart^ even from the houfe and family of 
David, 2 Sam. xii. lo. 

Now to evidence the accomplifliment hereof, I (hall point 
at fome things moft obvious to the obfervation of every time, 
how terribly the Lord ufeth to plead for fuch things, and by 
fpme exemplary ftroke and judgment point them out, as we 
find them particularly fet by themfelves in the word and 
threatenings thereof. 

I . How in thefe fins thus marked, men may fee how their 
judgments ufe not wholly to be deferred to another world, 
but though much is oft pafied here, and laid over to that laft 
and great judgment, yet upon fuch fins the Lord hath put 
fome mark of his difpleafure, even in this life. 2. That for 
thefe he ufeth to contend before the fun, and in the view 
of men : his judgments are indeed oft fecret, and do con- 
fume as a moth, but upon fuch fins we may frequently fee 
fome public vifible ftroke is made to follow, that the world 
cannot pafs without a remark. 3. That the Lord alfo ufeth to 
be a very fwift witnefs againft fuch evils, for as we find th^ 
opprcffion of the church hath a loud cry, and the blood of the 
faints a how long? it is alfo feen, thefe fore-mentioned fins 
do much haften judgment, fo as feldom that generation paf- 
feth away without fpme witnefs thereto; it is rarely found, 
that fome great revolt of a people from God, and breaking 
covenant with him, doth lie long over uhpunifhed, nor doth 
the hoary head pi the violent and bloody man, go oft to the 
grave in peace. 4. That thefe fins ufe to be followed with 
fome very dreadful and eminent ftroke, which hath made 
the land defolate, their cities fometimes wafte, and a ruin- 
ous heap, yea, houfes great and fair, to be without inhabi- 
tants-, fo as men have with aftonifhment enquired, why is 
all this come to pafs : and it was eafy to anfwer, even for 
fuch and fuch evils hath the Lord done this, according to 
his word. 5. That a divine hand ufeth to be moft difcern- 
abie in tjie punifliment of fuch fins, becaufe of a very clear 
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refemblance betwixt them and the ftroke, which hath forced 
their own confcience, as well as of ofl-lookers to confefs the 
righteoufnefs of God therein. 6. That the Lord will put 
fome mark of his anger on the choiceft of his fervants, for 
any acceffion to fuch fins, thefe to whom he hath given their 
foul for a prey, have yet got a fore outward ftroke upon fuch 
an account, which hath followed them to the grave; for this 
the fword fhall not depart from David*s houfe : idolatry rent 
the kingdom from the pofterity of Solomon. Jonas fliall not 
efcape for his rebellion, yea, God was wroth with Mofesy and 
no intreaty fhall hinder his dying in the wildernefs. I may 
add, hath not the Lord's controverfy on this ground even 
reached their pofterity, which may ftiew that thefe threaten - 
ings are fad earneft, and fuch fms are not more particularly 
pointed at in the word, than they have been in after-ages 
made exemplary in judgment- 

3. A people's luke-warmnefs, their flighting of the gofpel, 
. and not receiving the love of th€ truth, we find fadly threat- 
ened in the word, Rev. iii. 15, 16. I Their, ii. 10, 11. and 
truely we muft fay, they have not fallen to the ground in any 
age without an accompliftiment, as frequent obfervation can 
witnefs. i . How a people's entering upon a religious way, 
their purfuing a form of reformation, and not thorough for 
God therein, but on carnal grounds, hath thus put them in a 
worfc condition than before, for truely men's hypocriiy, in 
going about a good work, doth threaten more, than the per- 
formance thereof doth promife. Jehu got a temporal re- 
ward, but his pofterity muft at length reckon for all the 
blood of JezreeL > 2. That no people ufe to be further from 
getting good of the gofpel, than fuch who have been under 
moft clear and greateft convidions, fo as it is found, there is 
oft more accefs to gain amongft the favages, than thefe who 
have fit their day while the tide did flow; yea, minifters have 
found moft difcouragement to labour in thefe parts, where 
the word hath been long preached with power. 3. It is feen, 
how light not Improved, will turn a people more grofs, and 
is ufually followed witli fome remarkable growth in fin, that 
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the more the word doth put a reftraint on men's corruption^ 
the more it rageth, f^ as it may be obferved, what a very 
black dye and colour, the powerful preaching of the gofpet 
hath put upon a people, as a vifible mark of judgment on 
fuch who profit not thereby. ^. Is it not feen, how men'^ 
formality in the matters of God hath been oft punifhed even 
with tlie taking away of the form ? Yea, that feldom error 
and deluGon doth want a harvefl amongft a people, who re- 
ceive not the truth in love. 5. Hath not flighting of the gof- 
pel been at laft followed with fome vifible reftraint and inhi- 
bition, both upon the ordinances and difpenfers thereof, a 
judicial withdrawing of the Spirit, as to the work of conver- 
fion and convidion, whereby the Lord doth plainly ceafe to 
be a reprover to fuch, yea, even faith. Bind up the law, and- 
feal th& tejlimony, 

4. The word doth alfo threaten carnal fecurity : (a difeafe 
whereof the church is oft in great hazard) yea, we find it 
holds fortli a certain connexion betwixt fpiritual juidgments 
upon a people, and fome outward ftrokes to follow thereon, 
that thefe v/ho are under that firft wo and plague upon their 
fpirits, are then near to fome judgment upon their perfoUs, 
and may expe<9: a fharp wakening; in hearing they fhall not 
underftand, &c. but the clofe is, until their cities be con- 
fumed without inhabitants, and there be an utter defolation j 
yea, we find judgment doth begin as a moth in that 5th of 
Hofeay but in the 14th ver. it doth turn at laft to be a lion. 
We may truely fay, the fulfilling of this hath in all ages been 
obvious. I. That as the firft part of the church's deliver- 
ance is ufually fpiritual, fo it is found, the firft ftep of judg- 
ment, and the execution thereof againft a people, hath been 
upon their fpirits, that ferious difcerners of the time might 
know, that the night was faft coming on, and fome fad out- 
v/ard ftroke on a land, by the abounding'' of fpiritual judg- 
ments. 2. It is clear, the moft dreadful ftrokes that ever 
come on a particular church, do ufuaily find it in fuch a cafe 
judicially hardened, and under many warnings plagued with 
fecurity; thus did the flood find the old world, and before 
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tkat defolating ftroke on Jerufalem^ by the Romans j were not 
the Jews in fuch a cafe? Sa/vian can tell how it was with 
the African -churches, before that dreadful inundation of the 
Goths and Vandals ; yea, the church's records in all ages do 
witiiefs, that before any fad*{lroke or perfecution came upon 
a people, a deep fleep and lethargy hath been previous there- 
to \ gray hairs might have been feen upon them, and the 
word doth even fhew, that this will be the laft difeafe, where- 
of the church fliall grow fick, before the great day of the 
Lord. 3. It is alfo feen, how fpiritual judgments, when 
they grow upon a people, make great difpatch, and do quick- 
ly ripen for fome further ftroke, that when men have run 
down their, confcience, and are paft reproof of the word, 
going on from evil to worfe, the cafe cometh then to be clear, 
and ready for the final difcuffion of the procefs. 

5. The word doth denounce woe again ft the troublers 
of the church, and thefe whpare her perfecutors, that the 
Lord ftiall recompence tribulation to fuch, and plead with her 
oppreflbrs, the accompliftiment whereof hath been truely 
manifeft, yea, to the obfervation even of the world, ^fa. x. 5. 
2 TheflT. i. 6. i. That eminent oppreflbrs of the church 
have feldom gone out of the world without fome remark of 
divine anger upon them; furely, if there were a record of 
fuch ihftances, that in every age hath been confpicuous, men 
fhould, be forced to fee and fay, that the moft noted enemies 
anJ perfecutors of the faints have been alfo the moft convin- 
cing and noted examples of judgment in the time. 2. That 
the church's fufFering ufeth to go before a day of vengeance 
on the inftruments thereof; we find Jehu got an outward 
reward for executing the judgment of God on his enemies, 
but as for thefe men who have been the rod of the church, 
it hath been feen, that they have not long wanted fome 
fcourge as fore upon themfelves, as they have been to his 
people, and that at laft they have paid- dear for their fervice. 
3. We may fee how this alfo doth help to finifh the contro- 
verfy 01 God with men and their houfes, that for this he hath 
taken many a way in the midft of their day*?, a:u<i made them 
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ceafe to be, who would not ceafe to trouble the churchy 
while they had a being-, yea, that he had taken them in his 
own hand, whom men could not reach, and made their 
down-cafting in the midft of themfelves. 

6. Doth not the Scripture threaten carnal confidence in a 
people, the putting of their truft in man, or in any. outward 
inftruments, Jer. xvii. 5, 6, 17. to clear the accompliihment 
whereof, let us but compare the word and the church's ob- 
fervation together, and we will find, 1 . That outward means 
have never m*ore mifcarried, than when moft promifing, 
and when there was greateft expeftation from the fame; yea, 
that very eminent inftruments, when much leaned to, have 
been obfervably blafted, and made to fhrink under fuch a 
burden. 2. That thefe whom the Lord hath made much 
ufe ©f, yea, honoured to be great inftruments in the fcrvice 
of the church, have oft had fome difcernable blot, to reprove 
men's over-lading of inftruments with their efteem; a Ter- 
tuU'tan an Origin in ancient times, yea, even a Luther in thefe 
latter ages muft go with fome halt to the grave. 3, That 
many who have been ufeful in the church for a time, the 
Lord doth oft lay by, yea, maketh not ufe of them to the 
end, but the laft may be made firft ; and truely, that excefs 
in men's efteem, putting a further weight on fome means 
rfian they could bear, hath oft helped to render many ufe- 

, lefs. 4. Is it not alfo feen, how one extremity is thus 
plagued with another? None more ready to ftirink in a day 
of trouble, than fuch who at a diftance feemed moft daring, 
yea, none more ready to fall in that excefs of undervaluing 
inftruments, than thefe who have moft exceeded upon the 
other hand. 

7. Do we not find the word threaten, and in a fpecial 
way point at corrupt rpinifters, unfaithful watchmen, who 
give not warning to the church, thefe fhepherds that feed 
themfelves, but not the flock, the leaders of a people that 
caufe them to err, and by their praftice to ftumble at the 
Jaw, Mai. ii. 3, 9. 

The accomplifliment whereof hath in all ages been very 
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<lircernable. i . How fuch have ufually been moft noted as 
the greateft and moft violent enemies, which the church 
hath at any time had, yea, that no courfe hath been fo evil 
and grofs, that hath wanted ' fome of thefe to help it on, 
whofe hatred and perfecutlonof the godly, hath been found 
to exceed the nroft openly profane and prpfligate in that 
time. 2. That as they are particularly threatened above 
others in the word, fo they get alfo fome remarkable caft 
above others in their judgment, and having once loft their 
favour, become vile and loathfome, even to the worft of men, 
are contemptible in the eyes of fuch whom they feek in a 
finful way to pleafe, yea, have a worfe favour, than the pro- 
faneft wretches, that being verified in them, Corruptio cptiint^ 
pejfima, 3. That thefe do feldom make a good retreat from 
an evil way; fo as it is an ufual obfervation, it is rafe for 
church-men to repent, or a fallen ftar to fhine again. 4. 
Are not fuch oft fmitten even in their gifts, which we may fee 
wither, and dry up upon them, while not faithfully improv- 
ed, yea; to the very conviftion of their hearers, to have loft 
that edge which once they had in their miniftry ? 5. I muft 
add another remark, (though I defire to deal with fear and 
much tendernefs, in fuch an application of the judgment of 
God) how the Lord doth oft put fome note of his wrath on 
the children and offspring ol" unfaithful minifters, that it hafch 
been fecn none more wretched and grofs; whereas their 
evil praftice and example hath been a fpecial help, fo like- 
wife are they thus punifhed of the Lord, who did not feek 
to beget children to him by the word, but through their way 
did rather caufe many to err and fall. 

THE THIRD BRANCH.' 

HAVING fpoke fomething how the Scripture both as 
to the promifes and threatenings thereof, is evidently 
fulfilled in the Lord's ordinary way of procedure with his 
church,' I would a little further follow this argument, how 
this alfo hath a manifold accomplifliment, even in thefe moft 
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flrange and dark pafTages of providence, whereat ^len are 
ready to ftumble and challenge the fpotlefs righteoufnefs of 
God, and his faithfulnefs therein ; but if we lay them to this 
meafure and line of the word, which is ftretched over the 
whole work of providence, we will fee how well thefe do 
agree, and anfwer one to the other, yea, that 'all the paths 
wherein God walketh towards his church and people, are 
furely mercy and truth, 

To clear this, I Ihall point at fome footfteps of the provi- 
dence of God in the world, and about the church, which 
would fcem moft dark,/ yea, a contradiction to his word and 
promife, but are plain and manifeil, if weighed in the bal- 
ance of the fanftuary, where we nqay have a fatisfying look 
and refolution of thefe things, whick otherwife would be too 
hard for us to underftand, and may fee, how ftraight thefe 
paths are, which we thought crooked j yea, how eafy and 
paiTable, the greateft deeps of providence would be, both as 
to God's way with his church, and in our own particular cafe, 
when once they are fet over againft the word. I {hall touch 
this a little in thefe following inftances. 

I. It may feem ilrange how the church's trouble and ftrait 
is oft feen to increafe, with the firft ftirringe of her deliver- 
ance; yea, when fome remarkable mercy and out-gate ism 
the bringing forth, the firft ftep ^thereof would feem to put 
her furthfer b^ck, and in a worfe condition than before. This 
is indeed a piece of the Lord's way with his church,, which 
in many inftances may be witnefTed, but let us take the word 
along therewith, and we will find. i. Ho'yv the. church is 
oft at the brink of the grave, even when her cafe is upon a 
turn, and how it is congruous to his way (whofe paths are in 
the deep waters, who clothes himfelf with darknefs, that men 
fhould not find any thing after him, or lay down ab folate 
cohclufions concerning his dealing) that the motions, of pro- 
vidence fhould be oft fo perplexed and various, a. Did not 
the cafe of the church in Egypt feem much worfe, their bur- 
dens doubled upon them, even when their deliveranpce was 
breaking up? 3. Jofeph to be fold as a' flave, and in Egypt 
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turned Into a dungeon, would feem fteps of providence^ very 
unlike the thing which God was driving at thereby, and yet 
we fee how kindly thefe did work towards the fame. 4. The 
church, in Micah iv. 10. When {he was even at the door 
next to a deliverance, her trial was even at the greateJl 
height, be in pain and labour to bring forth , Jhr ye Jball goto 
Babylon, and there he delivered: but foreft pangs in the birth 
do ufually promife the bed iflue. 5. It was the flep of the 
providence of God, which of all feemed moft dreadful to 
the church in EJlherj the fealing of the decree, and fending 
it forth to root out the whole feed of the Jenvs^ while Haman 
flill flourifhed, but lo, there was the very ftep that wrought 
moft thoroughly for her deliverance, and is not a wet mourn-^ 
ing feed time a Scripture -prefage of a good harveft. 

2. The fore interruptions which a people's endeavours for 
reformation, and to promote the kingdom of Chrift have met 
with, even when fet about with a clear call, yea, folemn and 
ferious engagements to God, would feem ftrange, and a 
fhaking piece of providence; and truely this is oft feen, as 
an ufual attendant on reformation, how infuperabls-like dif- 
ficulties, and unexpefted lets do grow up in the way there- 
of; thus when Z,2//i6^r, and other jnftruments were raifed up 
in Germany^ to purfue the church's reformation, what cruel 
edifts were then fet forth to give it a dafh? divifion among 
themfelves, the rifmg up of the Boors, and ij^abaptifls : 
what a pure and thorough reformation was on foot under 
Edward the fixth in England^ and what a dreadful ftorm did 
quickly break it up, for that time? and I would add, what 
the prefent cafe of the church in Britain ^nd Ireland may at 
this day witnefs, where once the Lord fo eminently appeared , 
in a begun reformation, which now is at fo great a ftand, 
but let us go into the Scripture with this and we will find. 
I. There is a vive portraiture of providence in the afFiirs of 
the churcb held forth in that vifion which Ezehicl had of the 
wheels at the river Chebar^ whofe myfterious motions, and 
turnings fo crofs one to the other, without any difcord there- 
in, as to the end, to which they were dire£led, doth witnefs 
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the rational, and wife condu^ of providence: the Lord's 
work about his church is a moil fliadowed and elaborate 
piece, whicK men cannot fee before their eyes, as they fee . 
behind upon a review, while ordinary caufes do oft vary in 
their operation, yea, go out of the common road, but 
Scripture will make this very plain. 2. Was not Neheimah^ 
Ezray and Zeruhbabel at their work and duty, and had an 
exprefs call for building of the temple, yet, how great and 
frequent interruptions did they find, fometimes environed 
with difficulties, Zech. iv. 7. JVho art thou great mouii- 
tain before ZerubbabelP yea, they were put to hold the fword 
andtuild, to watch and work at once, becaufe of their ene- 
mies. 3. What a very fore backfet was the church at, 
Hab. iii. 2. Revive thy ivorky Lordy in the, midjl of the years y 
this v»ras both 4 gre^t and long interruption, yea, do we not 
find her almoft at a non-plus with a query, which no vifible 
appearance could anfw€r, By ivhom fJjall ]zcoh arifcyfor he is 
fmallP 4. We find a fpecial reformation fet on foot by 
Hezekiaby with a folemn covenant by the princes, priefts, and 
body of the people,, with a fetting up of the pure worfhip 
and ordinances of God, but lo a ftiarp ftorm is foon after, 
by Sennacheriby yea, Hezekiah is fcarcely in his grave, when 
his fon doth bring in corruption and perfecution both at 
^once; and when the Chriftian church in the times of the 
apoftles bc^n to flourifh, fuccefs following the gofpel, did 
not a fad interruption and fcattering follow? Ads viii. 5. 
This is promifed that Zion*s walls fhall even In troublefome 
times be built, and her being brought to a heap of rubbi{l\, 
was but making way for a further advance, that in the 
building of her again the Lord might appear in his glory, 
and is it not clear, that Chrift coming in the gofpel and power 
thereof, to purge his church and carry on a reformation, 
Mai. iii. 4. proveth a fearching and trying time, which men 
cannot endure, for the word and clear difcovery of fin, and 
other fliaking difpenfations, which do ufually attend fuch 
times, and torment them who dwell on the earth, yea^ and 
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put the devil and corruption of men aloft, with all rage to 
oppofe the fame. 

3. That a fad overclouding and ^^rknefs fliould co^ie on a 
land, after mofl fpecial manifeftations of the power and glo- 
ry of God therein, and that a time of the gofpel, with much 
light, (hould be fo near a fore-runner of wrath and judgment, 
would feem a ftrange piece of providence, and caufe a feri- 
ous enquiry, how fuch eminent appearances of God for a 
people, fuch great confirmations, obfervable fuccefs for a 
time, with many fignal encouragements, fhould all feem to 
refolve in a defolating ftroke and ruin ? This may be inftan- 
ced in that proteftant war in France^ where inftruments were 
remarkably raifed, fitted of the Lord for the fervice of that 
time, had much of his prefence and countenance, yet to re- 
folve thus in a bloody maflacre-, likewife, thefe confederate 
German princes. Saxony and Ilandgrave of Hejfe, men^emi- 
nent for piety, carried forth with ji^uch zeal for God, for 
defence of the truth, yea, in the beginning of that war hav- 
ing many promifing encouragements, yct> remarkably defert-* 
ed of the Lord, with very fad like conjequences following the , 
fame. Let us confider alfo the late Bohemian war, dat- 
ed upon necciTary defence of religion and liberty, and at 
' firft attended with fome fmiling providences, fliould refolve 
into fo great a defolation and ruin: Yea, the church of Ire- 
land^ O! what a dreadful mafTacre of the proteftants there, 
did quickly follow one of the mofl folemn times of the pow- . 
er of God, and out-pouring of the Spirit, that we ever heard 
of fince the days of the apoftles. I confefs, this may have a 
ftrange afpefl;, and is a part of the marvellous ways of the 
I^rd, but when we take it into the word, we will find there 
is no jar, or difcord here, for, i. It might feem as ftrange 
and aftonifhing, what Bartich got from the Lord, in anfwer 
to his complaint, Jer. xlv that he ivould pluck up what he had 
plantedy and caji dow7i thatiuhich he had built ; for a work to 
be thus thrown down, where the Lord had once fo eminent^ 
ly appeared, and given his people many confirmations, might 
then occafion great thoughts of heart, yet, the unfpotted . 
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righteoufnefs of God and }jis truth, was apparent therein; 
yea, after that difcourfis, and all thefe large promifes which 
Chrift gave his difciples in that xvith of John, we find all is 
fhut up with thai, The hour is coffiing^ and now is, that yefiall 
he fcattered. 2, What ftrange providences did tryft the 
church in the wildernefs, 'fopietiaia brought back to the 
Red'/eoy tried with hunger >nd'nakednefS|.jConfumed with 
various ftrokes, and many -years wandering, until moft of 
that generation, who came out of Egypt^ filled their graves 
in the journey, attd yet this was^aft^ moft eminent confir- 
mations, and as clear figns of Clod's prefence as ever a peo- 
ple had. 3, We find a public reformation moft zeatoufly 
profecuted by JoftaSy whic^ looked like the renewed efpoufals 
of that land with God, by a folemn covenant, yet quickly af- 
ter, night came on that land, with a long captivity, and 
JoftaSi did fall by the fword. 4. Was there not a bright fun- 
blink, and flouriftiing plantation of the gofpel in Judea^ a lit- 
tle before the defolation of that land by the i^i>;?7^jf/;/ / yea, 
we will find it clear from the word, that times of much light 
and reformation, do much fooner ripen for a ft?bke, than 
^ny other times. 5. It is very manifeft, that particular 
churches have their day, where the gofpel hath its appointed 
work, and their ftroke at laft may reach the length of re*- 
moving the candleftick; I truely think, that fad inftance of 
Bohemias cafe may have this obfervable in it, that it had 
longer day, and enjoyment of light, even from the times of 
John Hufsj and Jerom of Pragttey which was near an hun- 
dred years, before there was any day-break on other parts, 
fo that' we would confider, if their night did come foon on, 
that their day was alfo much longer; yea, the ftroke might 
tryft with the ebb of the tide, when their harveft was much 
gathered in, under fo long a continuance of the gofpel, the' 
1 dare not think, the Lord*s work is utterly extinft there, 
but that Bohemia's dead and withered root hath life yet in it, 
and fliall once again bud forth. 

4. Is it not uxiially feen, when judgment cometh on -a. 
land, that, the godly get the firft ftroke? but let us alfo con- 
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fider this in the word, where it is clear, 1. That judgment 
muft begin at the houfe of God, and the green tree, and that 
the church's trouble and pei^ecution is a forerunrter of ven- 
geance on her adverfajries, do we not find there is a cup of 
the judgment of Godi A^d.© \ the laft is of a ftrong com- 
pofition, for the wine is r«;,d.ahd mixed, and the dreg very- 
thick, which is relervedfor the'troublers of the church, and 
for fuch who are at eafe in a day of her grief, and truely 
they have the advantage that drink firft, B/efi are they nvhom 
thou chajlenijly &c. that they ^h^y rejl in the day of their adver- 
fttyj until the pit be digged for the ivicked. Yea, Rev. iii. 10. 
v/e find keeping of the word of patience, which doth import 
fufFering to the church, goeth before fome more univerfal 
llroke, and in that day proveth the fafety, and protecSlion of 
the people of God. 2. It is alfo clear, that men may be raif- 
ed up of the Lord, and followed with fuccefs, when he hath* 
them for a rod to his church, but that at laft, jijJjur the rod 
of my wrath will I caft in the fire, faith the Lord, it is true- 
ly an evidence of great wrath upon a party to be made tlie 
rod, and executioners of judgment upon the people of God, 
for tkey (hall pay for it, by fome fadder ftroke than any 
trouble or fufFering whereof they have been inftruments. 

5. That profperity and fuccefs fhould follow fometlmes 
the worft of men in an evil course, and caufe fuch a concur- 
rence, and fei*ies of providence, as feemeth to fmile on them, 
even to thq bringing of their finful devices to pafs, while 
the people of God have been made to fall in a juft quarrel 
before their adyerfary, would feem an aftonifliing providence, 
but let us lay it fore-againft the word, and there we v»dll fee. 
I. That there is a profperity which tendetli to deftruftion, 
Prov. i. 32. the tabernacles of the robbers profper^ Job xii. 
6. and they that provoke God are fecure, into whofe hands 
he bringcth abundantly, bi?t they do not fee that wickednefs 
IS its own punifliment, and how it is a dreadful ftroke to 
thrive in an ill courfe. Was not the church ftiaken with 
fuch a providence, Mai. iii. 15. Yea, tempted to call the 
proud happy, but in vcr. 18. they were taught from further 
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obfervation, to difcern and put a difference between tie 
righteous and the wicked. 2. Do we not find that feven 
the figns and prediftions of faife* prophets, in favours of a 
finful way may come to pafs, Deut. xiii. i, 2. whereof the 
church is thereof warned, and Sod's intent in the fame clear- 
ed, that it is for the trial of his people, whether they will 
love and fear the Lord, and cleave to his way, when provi- 
dence would feem to fhine on a crooked path. 3. Did not 
fuccefs for a time attend Abfalom? I/rael zs one man went 
after him, yea, the friends and counfellors of David; a 
fair wind did alfo favour Haman in his eflay to ruin the 
church. Jeremiah is^lmofl fhaken with this, yea, they have 
taken rooty yea^ they groiu and bring forth fruity but is not this 
at laft ufually found an ominous weathergal before a ftorm? > 
though the brutifh man knoweth not, nor fools lay it to 
heart, for what the wicked doth oft fpring and flourifh; I 
would add IfraeFs falling before Benjamin y it was an aftonifh-* 
ing like providence*, and Habakh/k was put to a ftand with 
fuch a thing, why the Lord looked on, while the wicked de-- 
voured the righteous; yea, Jojhiia was to cry out in an a- 
mazement, Lordy what Jljall I fay^ when Ifrael turneth 
their back before their enemies ? but we have alfo the Lord's 
intent therein witnefTed by his word, that this is to humble 
and prove his people, that he may do them good in the latter 
end, and thus he beateth them off from all carnal grounds of 
confidence, he wounded them to a cure, that by bringing 
them low, he may raife and fit them for a further mercy. 

6. What great difappointments hath the church met with, 
Avhen outward grounds of confidence, and ordinary means 
have been mod promifing, iis it is a thing moft true, fo it 
may feem ftrange at the firft, look, but let us bring it to the 
word, and die cafe will be there anfwered, Deut. xxxii. 
Why Jhould one chafe a thoufandy but becaufe their rock hath fold 
iheniy and therefore their flrength is gone with the Lord's 
departing from them, for when a time of judgment is come, 
even the mighty then find not their hands, counfel faileth to 
the ancient, ordinary means bring not forth their wonted ef- 
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feGs, which Solomon Iheweth, and after-ages have oft feen, 
^he race is not ever to the fivift^ nor the battle to thejlrong. It 
is alfo clear from the word, how threatening a condition it 
is, for the people of God to be much carried out after means, 
or lifted up therewith, Ifa. xxx. they will ride on horfes, 
and this fiiall be their puniftiment. But on the other hand, 
the Lord's way, in bringing forth his greateft works, hath 
liot been by might and power, but oft by means mod im- 
probable and unexpefted. 

7. The long continuance of a heavy afflifting rod on the 
church, without the appearance of an out-gate, or any re- 
turn to much wreftling and prayer on that account, may 
feem a ftrange ftep in God's way with his people, but the 
word will anfwer us in fuch a cafe, where it is clear, i . That 
there are no bounds in the Scripture fet to the continuance 
' of a trial, it doth not tell how long a (harp ftorm niay lie on, 
either as to the church, or any particular Chriftiani for it is 
a piece of the Lord's fecret counfel, but not of that which is 
revealed; it is enough that we know from it, that men can- 
not make the church's fufFering longer than God's time. 
2. It was a long term, that of IfraeVs trial in Egypt ^ and af- 
ter, under the captivity, three hundred and ninety days muft 
tlie church lie on her left fide. O! how many a fad day, 
and wearifome nigiit was there in that word, Seventy weeks 
are determined upon thy people and city Jerufalem. 3. Have 
not the faints, under a long trouble, been almoft the length 
of blafphemy in their complaints, Ifa. xl. 27. My ivay is hid 
from this Lord^ and m^ judgment pajl over from my God, Da^ 
nielj how preffing with the Lord was he, that he would heark^ 
eny and doy a?id tiot defer ^ ■ and yet the return cometh not, 
until the firft year of Cyrus: yea, that cry of the altar, How 
longy doth it not even get a dilatory anfwer? For thus the 
Lord doth oft interpofe his long- fufFering for fome time, be- 
twixt his people and avenging of them. 4. It is alfo clear, 
. that there are many prayers before^the throne, the return is 
fufpended, and an anfwer to Chriftians in their particular, 
until that time when God fhall build up Zion^ and then the 

U2 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



1^6 THE FULFILLING 

prayer of the deftitute fhall be remembered, even as to 
Chriftian's private enlargement, when the church (hall be 
raifed up. . 5. WeJcnow the church's enemies muft have 
time to ripen, and it is not a ftorm of a few days, that will 
purge away the filth of the daughter of Z/t?//, too foon hl^ 
ing out of a fore mav caufe it undercut, and gather new 
matter; and truely, the word can refolve us in this, that one 
minute fooner than pod's time, would not be his people's 
mercy. 

8. It is oft feen v/hen there is feme remarkable work of 
God on foot in a land, and feme great out-pouring of the 
Spirit, how Satan fetteth up fome ufual counterfeit thereof, 
and bringeth forth fomething of his work in fuch a time with 
a very ftrangc refemblance of the fame; thus, v/ith the 
preaching of the freedom of grace, and a clear difcovery of 
that truth, did Libertinifm under a very fpecipus pretext, 
fpring up. Thus we find the Anabaptift, and Antincmian 
party fet up in Germany^ to run down a church-reformation 
under the Ihew of a more pure and fpiritual way; and of 
late did not Familifm in Englandy under the pretext of a 
more fpiritual difpenfation, caft off the very letter of the 
Scripture, turning it over in an allegory, and in behalf of 
the liberty of prophecying, cry down a Handing mipiftry •, but 
though this may feem flrange, yet tjie Scripture is very clear 
concerning it: i. That even Satan himfelf.is transformed 
into an angel of light, and in no fhape proveth more dan- 
gerous to the church. 2. That the molt dreadful errors, 
and a falfe way, will oft come near to the choicefl exercifes 
of the faints, and have fuch a refemblance to the fame, that 
if it were poffible, the very eleft fhould be deceived. 3. 
Was there not a ^hnon Magus^ with falfe miracles, itt up 
over againft the apodlcs, and v/hen the time of the Meffiah's 
drew near, did not then a Theudas^ ' and Judas of Galilee^ 
break forth to amufe the people ? We find alfa an altar from 
Damafcus fet up, be fide that which was fhe.wed io Mofes- 
the fervant of the Lord in the mount-, yea, when Mofes and 
^aro7i were gis'mg Pharcah a fign, and did .ihew forth the 
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marvellous power of God, then did the Magicians caft down 
their rod alfo, to counterfeit the fame, by which the heart 
of Pharoah was hardened. 

9. The abounding of much error and herefy, now hi the 
time of the gofpel, with that fwift growth thereof, which is 
oft feen where the light moil clearly ihineth, would feem 
ftrange, yea, is a thing whereat many are ready to ftumble, 
and thus to challenge the way of God: but is not the Scrip- 
ture in this clearly verified, fo that this piecd*of providence, 
Avhich is fo {baking to many, if we take the word along with 
it, might be a very convincing confirmation to us of the fame, 
for, I. We find the apoflles, yea, Chriil liifnfelf hath given 
exprefs warning thereof that this (hould be one of the fpe- 
cial, and greateft trials of the Chriftian church, whereof 
the Old-Teftament we find doth little mention, that trial not 
concerning the church then fo much, as thefe after-times un- 
der the Meffiah's kingdom ; Y^erein the event may be clearly 
feen, to anfvver thefe prediftions, which are fo frequent there- 
of in the New-Teftament. %. Doth not the event alfo anfwcr 
the word as to that particular way and method, how error 
Ihould be propagated, which is there clearly foretold, by fub-, 
tile undermining, under the pretext of liberty with plaufible 
infinuations, fo that we mud fay, not only the matter, but 
with all thefe difccrnsble tokens, even upon the manner, 
thC'Word is made out. 3. Do we not find this fhould be a 
judgment on men who receive not the love of the truth, and 
that after flourifliing times of the church, when he who rid- 
eth on the white horfe is gone forth, t:he black horfe and bis 
rider doth quickly follow, and truely it is feen that in the 
time of hotteft perfecutions, the church hath not bc:en. fo 
much troubled with this adverfary, as when fhe did begin to 
get reft, and mod of outward liberty, nor yct^fo at the firfl 
breaking up of the gofpel, as after fome of its continuencc. 
4. Doth not the event like wife thus anfwcr the word, that 
in the breaking out of herefy in the church, a fpirit of 
error, the depths and mighty working of Satan fliould be 
feen, which I am fure is undeniable, how manifelt the inter- 
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pofiixg of thefe powers of darknefs is therein, if we confider, 
1. Its marvellous difpatch, and growth like a plague, and 
the arrow that flieth by day. 2. With what a difccrnable 
fury and violence men are thus driven, as with an impetuous 
current, yea, oft a change on their very natural temper is 
(^cn mofl evidently. 3. Thefe monflrous, and horrid things, 
which are oft brought forth, may fhew whofe hand is in 
fuch a birth. 4. That the ufual tendency that at lad error 
hath to loofenefs in praftice, which as it poifoneth the 
fpring, and corrupteth the leading faculty the judgment, fo 
we fee it moveth towards the vital fpirits, and doth influence 
the converfation ^ and the leprofy in the head breaketh forth 
in blains through the whole body. 5 . And do we not fee how 
many grofs, and profane have been carried with this fpate, 
how few get leave to ftand, but are (till carried from one 
ftep to another, and it is clear the world did never put out 
its rage fo much againft that way, as it hath done againfl 
the truth, except when fome outward intereft maketh it a 
4|uarre}. 

10. Thefp great fhakings and commotions, that ufe to 
attend the gofpel when it cometh in power to a land, may 
alfo feem ftrange, yea, are ready to make many ilumble-, 
but is not the word verified herein: what great ftirs and 
trouble did tryft the church after great light, in pouring out 
of the Spirit, Joel ii. 29. "We may there like wife fee, how 
this giveth the world an alarm, maketh the kings, and great 
men of the earth run together, to hinder the rifmg of Chrifl's 
kingdom, Pfal. ii. 3. Let us break his bonds ^ &c. for truely, 
in all ages, Chrift's rifmg in the gofpel hath call aterror to 
.its enemies, that this fliould be their fall and ruin, when the 
apoftle hath an eifeftual door opened in his miniftry, he hath 
dfo much oppofition thereto, but on the other hand all is ftill 
and quiet, while the (Irong man doth keep the houfej yea, 
it is clear from the word, that where the gofpel cometh, 
there is a red flag hung forth, that if men will not receive 
the fame, and fubjed to him who rideth on the white horfe, 
cne fnal! come after, whofe work is to take peace from tlie 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



OF THE SCRIPTURE. I^Jf 

earth, to put the world in a flame, and to accompliih the 
judgment of a defpifed gofpel, who (hall divide betwixt the 
hufband and wife, the pairents and children, wherein cur 
bieft Lord Jefus is exprefs. Mat. x. 34. / come not to fend 
peace on the earthy hut rather a fivordy which might feem 
ftrange from him; but it is to tell men, if they will not em- 
brace the ofter of his peace, they fliall not have peace amon^ 
themfelves, for the rheflage of the gofpel niufl either be th* 
bed, or the word fight that ever a land had. 

11. This may feem flrange, how in all ages, men of grent- 
eft parts and learning, are fuch ufual oppofers of the truth, 
yea, how the mod fober and calm will even appear violent ia 
the*ir way, the more the gofpel is followed with power; but, 
0! how well doth this anfwer the Scripture, for the wlfdoni 
of this world is cw7nty to God, i Cor. iii. 19. Not many wife 
according to the flefli comparatively, with thefe who hate the 
truth? Of all the beads of the field, was not the ferpcntSi- 
tan's choice? and if there be an Ahithophel'in the time, at him 
he will. have a fpecial pull, to fuch the fimplicity of the gof- 
pel is foolidmefs, whereat they dpmble; to fuch Chrift is n 
rod of offence : We find the light doth torment them that 
dwell on the earth, will caufe them to blafpheme, and difco- 
ver that which would not appear, whild they got leave to 
enjoy their finful peace without didurbance. 

12. Thefe drange judgments, which may fometimes befal 
the faints in their outward lot, yea, fometimes attended with 
very aftonidiing circumdances, would at the fird look put 
men to a dand, and to challenge the holy way of God, but 
let us weigh it in the balance of the Scripture, and we will 
find, I. That fuch hath been the faints' complaint, the 
Lord's wounding them with the wound of a cruel one; what 
a ftrange query is that in Lam. ii. 20. Behold, and confidcr, to 
ivhom thou hafl done this, fh all the women eat the fruit of their 
^'wn luombF fn all the priejl and the prophet he fain in the fanElu^ 
^T] of the Lord? t'ea, did it not even to Solomon feem drange, 
Eccl. viii.-i4. 'li'^t there arejuf men, to whom it hoppcneih ac- 
cording to the work of the wicked, 2. It looked like feme 
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ftrange ftroke, which forced David to this complaint, M^ 
€tiemies cafl iniquity on me^ andfay^ an evil difeafe; or, as the 
original readeth it, a thing £/* Belial cleaveth to him: we find 
Jofiah fell by the fword, Eli with one ftroke hath his fons 
killed, his daughter in-law dying, and hinifelf falling from 
his feat, and breaking his neck-, yea, Aaron hath both his fons 
killed before his eyes, by an immediate ftroke from the Lord. 
3. The word doth alfo fliew, there is no jar betwixt this, and 
the tenor of the covenant, which God hath made with his 
people, topunijh their tranfgrejfion nvith rods, yea, fometimes 
by a llrange rod, while he taketh not his loving-kindnefs 
from them, and do we not find, that a cleanly trial may try ft 
the faints, which the world would think a dreadful judgment, 
for great fufFerings may be ordered of the Lord, to give fome 
great examples thereby, we have heard of the patience of 
Jolf, and have feen the end of the Lord. 

13. The grofs falling of thofe who have fometimes fhined 
with much luftre in the church may be aftonifhing, but here 
alfo we may fee the Scripture made out, for it is clear, i. that 
few inftances of the moft eminent of the faints, we have on 
Scripture record, but there is fome particular fpot and ble* 
mifli alfo noted, a Noah^ Loty Mcfes and Davidy yea, under 
the New-Teftament that great apoftle, whofe denial of his 
mafter is fet forth, to (hew how far fome may fall, whom 
grace will again reftore and make up. 2. It is there clear, 
that fome of under ftanding do fail for a judgment to others, 
that fuch who v/ill ftumble, whofe prejudice at the wray of 
God is thfeir choice, may thus further fall and be broken. 3 
The bleft meaning and intent hereof, we may there alfo read 
to alarm men to watchfulnefs, that fuch who ftand may take 
heed left they fall 5 to warrant alfo their adventuring on the 
grace of Godj that none ftiouid fear to come in after fuch 
eminent examples. 

14. The contingency of events, that we fee many things 
in fuch a cafual v/ay fall out in the world, as by chance only, 
without the rational conduft of providence (which doth in- 
fallibly direcSl things to a certain end,) this might at the firft: 
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look, put men to a ftand, yea, would feem to give Atheifts 
fome fiiadow to fay, how doth God fee or doth the God of 
yaco3 regard? but upon a more ferious enquiry fetting the 
word over againft i^ O! what a fweet exercife fhould it be 
to confider. i. That though the providence of God in 
things here beneath moveth fuitably to the nature of inferior 
caufes, whether neceflary, free, or contingent, not violat- 
mg thein, or otherways making ufe of them, but according 
to their nature, fo that though the event be neceflary and in- 
fallible, with a refpeft to the firft caufe, the determined coun- 
fei of God, it is neverthelefs contingent in refpeft of its 
nearcft caufe; yet, this alfo on the other hand is clear, how 
thefe fmalleft, and moft cafual motions do certainly fall un- 
der that comprehenfive reach of providence, that even a 
fparrow falleth not to the ground by guefs, Rehekah cometh 
not with her pitcher to the well, nor Ruth to glean in Boaz*s 
field at an adventure, but in thefe the providence of God 
muft reach its end, and cannot mifcarry. 2. That thefe 
things which to us would feem moft cafual, we oft fee in 
their tendency and produ£t, have been intended by the Lord, 
as a fpecial mean for the promoting of his glory, wherein 
fuch a wonderful tryft, and uniting of things in themfelve^ 
moft remote, for that end may be truely difcerned, that if 
prejudice do not (hut men's eyes, they "muft confefs this can 
be no blind chance, but fome higher counfel and condu£b of 
the fame; what would look more contingent than that Aka- 
fuerus was indifpofed to fleep, and could have no reft in the 
night, or that a reflexion of the fun upon the waters, fhould 
make them appear as blood to the children of Moab? but 
we fee what great things the Lord is thus bringing about. 
3. Is it not oft manifeft, how not the fmalleft cafuality; or 
circumftancc providence doth lofs without fome improve- 
ment thereof? yea, that it guideth the ftroke of a man's 
fword in the battle, and direfteth the bullet to its appointed 
mark, and doth evidently check the ftars, and controul* that 
fatal neceflity, which we are ready to fear, may or will fol- 
low their afpeft, afld doth even determine 'thefe which in 
Vol. L X 
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themfelves are moft free and abfolute, the heart and-wiil of 
man; muft not the crowing of the cock, the foldiers dividing 
Chrift's garments, fall out for an accompliijiment of the Scrip- 
ture, and though it was at a venture that that man drew the 
bow which fent Ahab to his grave, yet it was no chance did 
direft the arrow between the very joints of his armour* 
4. Amidft the various eniergents and hazards of men's livep, 
may not experience tell that furely things contingent are not 
abandoned to fortune^ but there is a providence which doth 
number our hairs, without which they cannot fall to the 
ground. O! how aftonifhing may it be to think how fur- 
prifmg hazards have been oft obviated? by what unexpect- 
ed means men have been delivered from violent afTaults, how 
help unlooked for, hath even try (led at a choke and an extre- 
mity, yea, while their foot was flipping even betwixt their 
falling and fall, they have been tryfted with fome remarkable 
caft of mercy. 5. Is it not eafy to difcern, how many acci- 
dents which feem moft cafual, yet by no human prudence or 
induftry can be .prevented, but are obfervably brought about, 
and guided to fulfill the threatenings of the word on un- 
godly men, how was Si/em led into the houfe of Jael^ by 
other places, how fliould Haman^s fuit for M$rdecai*s death, 
tryft with that very morning, when the king's thoughts 
were favourable to him, for it might feem had Hainan been 
one day fooner he would have got his will. 

(f ) This is a grave and ferious fubjeft, and in fuch a day 
fhould be much ftudied, when fo many are ready to quarrel 
at the way of the Lord, and out of every thing fuck poifon; 
when prejudices are now fo univerfally abounding againft 
the truth, that we may fefe what a witnefs there is, even in 
the moft dark and aftonifhing fteps of providence, to the 
truth and faithfulnefs of God; yea, how great a confirma- 
tion we may thence have of our faith in fuch ibaking times, 
whilft we fee how thefe are fpecial grounds againft Atheifm, 
and a moft convincing refutation of the fame, which are fo 
much made ufe of, to ftrengthen men in that way: I know, 
the holy fovereignty of God fliould teach us to adore, and 
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keep fitence, when we cannot fathom the depths of provi- 
dence, and on this great fatisfying truth we fhould (lay, and 
fix ourfelve$, when things feem ftrange to us, He is the Lord^ 
\ end with him there is m unrighteoufnefs. It is fure, the con- 
dition of the damned in hell takes not off that obligation, to 
declare his faithfulnefs, and adore his unfpotted juftice; but, 
O ! then, it would ceafe to be hell, if fuch a blefled frame 
could have a being there j however it is a neceflary and con- 
cerning duty, when a matter feems too hard for us to un- 
derftand, to enquire in the fanftuary, there is a warrantable 
fearch after the works of God, that we may know them. 
Now, befides thefe inftances which have been already men- 
tioned, I would yet further touch fome few fteps of the pro- 
vidence of God, with a very fpecial refpeft to this prefent 
time, which may feem very ftrange, and be amazing; but 
when brought to that teft of divine truth, will be found a 
moft fatisfying confirmation thereof, 

I. It may feem ftrange, tp fee the church of Chrift this 
day fo univerfally brought low, and in a fuffering condition, 
whilft the whole earth befides. is at fuch reft and qu,iet, that if 
Vy-e now look any where abroad, afiliftion, and contempt fron^ 
men is feen in a very great meafure, to attend the profeffion 
cf godlinefs, but more efpeciaUy the power thereof; yea, 
that 'almoft in every place the church would feem to be upon 
a decays and a declining rather than in an advance: I cpn- 
fefs, this may caufe great thoughts of heart, vrhen we con-; 
fider that ineftimable value, he whofe the church is, hath 
put thereon, what glorious things are fpoken of her in the 
word, efpeciaUy with ^ refpe£l to the Utter days„ and we 
have judged (I humbly think with a fafe warrant) that this 
fhould be a folemn time of fulfilling thefe promifes, which 
yet points at a more univerfal raifing and enlargement of 
the church of Chrift; yea, that in fo great a meafure We 
have feen fome begun performance thereof, and therefore 
fhould conclude, the Lord's work herein cannot halt, until 
it be at the full height^ and at the perfeft day; Shall I 
tring to the birth ^ and not caufe to bring forth y faith the Lorded 
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Jhall Icaufe to bring forth ^ and Jhut the ivomh^ faith thy Godf^ 
Ifa. Ixvi. 9. But let us go into the Scripture, and there en-? 
quire concerning this, and we will find: i. How the churclv 
and the world, in that intereft-of their joy and grief, as well 
as other interefls, are ftated in ^ mod direGt oppoCtion, 
John Xvi. 20. Verily y faith Chrift, ye fhall lament and iveepy 
but the world /hall rejoice. It (hould not be expefted thefe 
can be at reft together, fince the trouble and fufi^ring of the 
church, it is a part of the world's eafe and quiet; what a 
folemn jubilee does that raufe to her adverfaries, wjien they 
fee before them the dead bodies of the witnefles of Chrift, 
Rev. xi. 16. No fight more rejoicing to fuch, becaufe thefe 
are they who torment them who dwell on the earth; but 
when once the truth cafts off her fackcloth, and the witnef- 
fes get to their feet, O what a terror dpth this caufe! they 
are pained, yea, their eyes ready to confume in their eye- 
holes with bitternefs and anguifli, that they have been at fq 
fore work, and done fo much againft the church, and yet 
cannot undo her. 2. Should this be more ftrange now, than 
at that time, when the city of Shujhany and the whole feed 
of the Jews were in perplexity, whilft the king and Hamah 
fat down to feaft, and rejoice over fuch a threatened ruin; 
for this feemed to ftrike at the root of the church univerfal : 
and was not that a broad and dark cloud, when this was 
writ in the Lamention of the church, T^ion is a wildernefsj 
and Jerufalem a deflation; yea^ could find ?io refy no comforter 
any where ^ Lam. i. 16, 17. But if fuch a providence feem 
ftrange, that the church now at this day fhould bd with fo 
violent a fpate, and univerfal a ftorm run down, when fo 
great things are pron^ifed, let us confider his way, who by . 
the greateft down-caftings and ftraits ufeth to bring about 
the moft remarkable mercies; and do we not know the De- 
vil appears with greateft wrath, and raifeth the foreft ftorms 
when he knows that his time is fliort. 3. If we confult the 
Scripture, we will find the adverfaries of the church have an 
hour, which is their hour, and the power of darknefs ; for 
their fun-fliine is indeed a black and dark time: and then is 
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there a ftrange aftonifhing concurrence of outward advan^ 
tages on their fide, for they are thus eftablifhed for judg- 
ment, and the wind muft ferve, and the tide make, until that 
work in their hand be fulfilled, they could never have been 
fuch a rod on the churc3#, if they were not appointed of the 
Lord for the fame ; yea, is it not obfervable, whilft this their 
hour continues, there is then a powepr of darknefs, fuch a time 
when that hath an unufual force, and would feem to carry 
all before it, hath then a marvellous quick difpatcli in its 
fpreading from one place to another, to make a dark night 
where the gofpel fometimes hath had a bright day, but we 
fee how fuch a- flrange darknefs hath but its hour, as to the 
prevalence thereof, even a fet time for the church's trial-, and 
it is fuch an eclipfe, were it never fo univerfal, that muft go 
over at its appointed period, and give place to light, before 
which the darknefs can no longer ftand, and then it Ihall be 
faid to her, who had almoft abandoned herfelf to forrow, 
Arife andjhinty for thy light is come^ and the glory of the Lord 
is rifen. 4. Why fliould we be amazed at this, where we 
may read fo clearly fpmething of the Lord's defign, even by 
fo fore and univerfal a ftroke to appear in his glory, Pfal. cii. 
16. and thus raife his church with an unfpeakable advantage, 
by fuch a fuppofed ruin, the Scripture is in this very mani- 
feft, that when the Lord is about fome great building, and 
hath fome excellent piece of v/ork to raife up, a great deal 
of rubbifh and breaking down ufeth to go before; is it not 
thus alfo he makes the fuffbring graces of his Spirit in Ins 
people (hine forth, that here tlie faith and patitfnce of the 
faints may be witneiTed*,* yea, ihould we not know there is in 
every age a filling up of the fufFerings of Chrift in his people, 
and a teftimony thus required to his truth, which the great 
witnefs himfelf did once feal and confirm with his blood, 
even he who before Pontius Pilate gave a good confeflion, 
and through all ages even to the clofe pf time, there muft 
not want fome witnefles to the fame. It is known how fome- 
times of the church are beyond others made remarkable for 
fufferings but it is no lefs clear, that in thefc times alfo the 
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truth hath had the grsateft viflory, and herein a more fpe^ 
cial clearing up of fome truths which the world hath moil 
ftudied to darken; thus we fee fome ages of the church 
nay have a larger part of this teftimony afligned; yea, this 
remark may not only be of fome different lot and fervice af- 
figned to particular ages, but to particular churches alfo. 
5. If we enquire anent this at the Scripture, we will find 
alfo fome remarkable proportion that the turning again of 
the church's captivity hath to her former bondage, read Ifa. 
;clix. 19, 20. and Iv. 13. Jer. xxxi, 39, and you may fee 
what an ample reftoration is there, which as with a meafur- 
jng line is mode to anfwer in breadth and length to her for- 
mer down-calling ; we find Zion^s rejoicing when her time 
of refreihment comes for the prefence of the Lord, muft 
reach all her mourners, and be a$ univerfal as once the caufa 
cf lamentation was, Ifa. Ixvi. 10, Is it not fuch an hour fome- 
times with the church, that a refrefliing report is no where 
tQ be heard, but the tidings of the next day adds more grief 
to the former day's forrowj yet hath pot fugh a time quickly 
followed, wherein the churcli might fay. The Lord hath en-- 
creafed her great nefs^ and comforted her on every ftde ; and hath 
had a fpring and reviving upon the return of the fun, as uni- 
verfal as her decay and withering once was through the dea4 
v/inter, Ifa. li. 3. And truely, whilft we confider' the 
time in which we are now fallen, how the church of Chrift 
is every v/here low, and in a moft languifhing condition, 
Antichriftianifm now upon a formidable growth, as if there 
were an univerfal confpiracy to return* again to Babylon^ and 
if we will enquire hereanent at thcScripture, as we fee this 
fad decay, we may thence conclude a certain delivery: yea, 
that even by a day of vengeance the Lord can bring about the 
year of his redeemed. I humbly think we may with a fafe 
Scripture-warrant judge, that fo univerfal a decay, fuch a 
great over-fpreading of darknefs over the refofmed churches, 
through the whole world, may give us ground to believe fuch 
a breaking up alfo of the gofpel, and of the knowledge of 
the Lord, that (h::ll be of as large extent, «ven to the filling 
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of the earth therewith, as the waters cover the fea ; it will 
not be a particular (hower and fun-fhine of refrefhing influ- 
ences on fome church, it will not be the reviving of the work 
of God in thefe nations, I muft think, will anfwer fo broad a 
cloud, and fp univerfal a devaftation and lamentation through 
the whole churches of Chrift : but we may, according to the 
Scripture, look on this as a part of the laft and moft remark^ 
able affault that the church univerfal ihall have from Anti- 
chrift, before that full ftroke on the feat of the beaft. Yea, 
that this is a very promifing forerunner thereof, for when 
this party feems now to get up, and begins to move war, we 
have fure ground to believe his further falling thereby, and 
that every new affault vvhich that grand adverfary makes 
upon the church, Ihail fo far put forward her intereft, and 
haften his own ruin. Eleffed are they who are helped in this 
dark hour to watch, and wait until the viiion break up, foi^ 
it will affuredly fpeak in the appointed time. 

2. Thefe fliort breathings of the church, now under tho 
New-Teftament, may feem alfo ftrange, that we fee her fun- 
ftiine fo quickly darkened with clouds and followed with 
fhowers, that any lucid interval fhe enjoys, wants not lonj; 
a new ftorm, we fee this very clear what hath been the ufi\ai 
lot of the church univerfal through all the times of the gof- 
pel, how fore toffed and overclouded, her reft of Ihort con- 
tinuance, and as to particular churches, is it not a fmall pe*- 
riod of time which ufeth to be betwixt one affault and anoth- 
er? fo that they draw their breath but a little for fome new 
trial: I confefs this would be puzling, if fuch a piece of di- 
vine providence we (hould effay to unriddle without the 
Scripture; but we have the word near us, where we may 
fee the fate and condition of the church under the gofpe?, 
the moft remarkable fteps in her way, thefe iharp affaultr. 
and fliort breathings flie was to expeft, moft clearly foretold 
and held forth*, yea by confulting this bleffed record, we will 
find thefe* i. That a more continued and fixed reft, than 
that which may be feen hitherto in the church's condition, 
could not well be reconciled with the Scripture, there was 
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indeed a great breathmg, a moft remarkable ceflatioii under 
Conjlanttnis reign after a ftorm of fome ages' continuafnce; 
but O! how fhort; and it is faid, Rer. viii. r. There ivas 
Jtlence in heaven for half an hour; I would here offer fome re- 
marks anent the way of the Lord in this. 1. That the crbfs 
and much affliftion we find have a more particular refpeft 
to the difpenfation of^the gofpei than the times of the law; 
and this is fpecially fuited thereto, to go through cnany tri* 
bulations, which is very confentaneous to a greater manifef- 
tation of grace under the New-Teftament, that greater and 
more frequent trials for its exercife fliould alfo be let forth. 
2. We find fuch fore and ufual aflaults, are not only fuitetT 
to the moft excellent condition of the church, in regard of 
fpiritual privileges, but doth often try ft the moft excellent of 
the faints, read Heb. xi. 32. This remark ufeth not to fail, 
how every particular church, befides thefe ordinary changes 
and tolEngs in her lot, hath alfo fome more fol.emn remark- 
able trials, and fome great aflault beyond others, and ac- 
cordingly, hath fome more Angular breathings and fun-blinks 
fuited thereto. 3. We cannot find any fuch calm and 
breathing, which hath not been very fliort, if we turn back 
and trace the hiftory of the church in former times, but the 
clouds have returned quickly after the rain; yea, we may 
obferve how the moft excellent princes and magiftrates, un- 
der whom the church hath had fome fweet repofe, have been 
oft in a very fhort time taken away, and have but lived a few 
years. 2. If we wonder at fuch a piece of the Lord's way, 
why his church is thus tofTed, doth not the Scripture fhew 
what need flie hath to be emptied from veffel to vefTel, a 
long calm being no lefs her hazard than a fharp ftorm, and 
more caufe oft to watch over her outward reft, than weep 
over her trouble and toffings: Oh! how oft hath the church 
loft more* by a few years peace than a long continued war; 
yea, the neceffity of a fharp winter for her recovery hath 
been fo difcernable ere it came, that if it were not for the 
down-bearing of truth, and fliaking of the faith of the faints, 
the continuance thereof might be almoft wiflied as her ad- 
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vantage, let be to be quietly fubmitted unto. 3. Doth not 
the Scripture alfo witnefs that continued lading quarrel, 
which is betwixt the world and the church, . and is perpe- 
tuate from generation to generation, that time caiinot wear 
out, fo that if (he had not fo great a party for her, and an 
immediate fupport from heaven, we might find more caufe to 
wonder fhe yet breathes, than to afk why. her breathings are 
fo fhort, when there is^fo great a power againft her ? O ! if 
the church had not this to anfwer all the meflengers of the 
nations anent her fecurity, That the Lord hath founded Zioriy 
fure that long breathing defign for fo many ages fhould at 
laft have taken place, even to the razing of her foundation. 
4. It is clear the moft fingular fellowship and free accefs 
thereinto, with Jefus Chrift on the earth, is by the crofs, and 
ill that way witnefled, that it muft be faid, if fuch afflifting 
times did not oft return upon his people, there woulds be a 
fhut door betwixt the church and a large part of the Bible, 
both as to its meanings and as to its full breads of confola- 
tion, are there not moft fweet refrefhing truths there, with 
which the godly dannot reach fo near, feeling a converfe 
within an outward calm as under fome fharpeft wreftlings : 
O ! what an excellent commentary hath a fufFering time given 
upon thefe, beyond all that ever was written, on fuch a truth 
of the Scripture, Perfecutedy but not forfaken^ cafl down, but 
twt dejiroyedy as forrowfuly yet always rejoicing P and thus, we 
fee how in our ftumbling at fuch a providence, we are not 
knowing the Scripture, and miftake our own mercy. 5. 
Whilft we fee thefe fhort intervals which have fo ufually 
been under the New-Teftament, betwixt one trial of the 
church and another, and the caufe thereof fo clear from the 
word; let us alfo confider what warrant there is yet to ex- 
pe61: before the end, a more folemn and remarkable time of 
the church's enlargement, that not only (hall be very univer- 
fal in its extent; but a more lafting and continued reft from 
the violence of the world than hath formerly been, which I 
humbly judge on clear Scripture grounds we are to believe 
upon the coming of that full ftroke on BahyldUi and thefe 
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folemn efpoufals of the Je^vip church to Chrift,' which fecnuj 
to be the mofl remarkable period of that time appointed for 
the church's reign v and though this will not want fome 
fliarp trials, and /a mixture of outward trouble, yet, we find 
no ground from the Scripture after the difcufFmg of Anti- 
chrift, and the throwing down of the Turkijb empire, for any 
remarkable interruption, and over-clouding, or that the 
church fhall have any great affault, until that final gather- 
ing of the world, and her forces together to the bft battle of 
the Lamb. 

3. Is not this a ftrange remark like wife, which is fo ufual 
a complaint through the church, that with a greater increafe 
of light and knowledge, there is feen a vifible wearing out 
of Kfe and power, and now in thefe more knowing times, 
tjiere fhould be fo much ground to fay, tendemefs, and the 
ferious exercife of godlinefs is more worn out, and in a fur- 
ther decay, tlian in the times of greater ignorance: let us but 
look through the reformed churches at this day, and then 
turn home to ourfelves, and v/e will find this remark too fad- 
ly verified, how after a great increafe of knowledge^ the 
truths of God in fuch a meafure cleared beyond former 
ages, it may be faid. Oh i whither is the life and power: of 
godlinefs gone, and that fervour which once fo convincingly 
appeared in following the Lord? We know there is a fweet 
agreement betwixt the Chriftian's light and life, which hath 
a mutual fubferviency to each other, and yet to fee fo fad a 
jar this day, and fo little proportion the one hath to the 
other, may put us with aftonifhment to a ferious enquiry 
thereanent*, but the Scripture is clear, and "makes it plain, 
if we will confider, i. That there is a time of a people's 
efpoufals to the Lord, and then the kindnefs of their youth, 
and a remarkable time of love is feen, Jer. xxi. 2. when their 
afFeftion will be aloft after him ; yea, fuch a folemn period 
of the church's condition may be feen, when it hath not 
reached that light and knowledge as after 5 but do we not 
alfo find how rare it is for a people, to hold up at that rate 
and meafure in their life and love, which at fuch times hatli 
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aippeared, wliateveradvance there may be as to light-, thence 
we find the church's holding up with the name and profef- 
fion of godlinefs, Rev. iii. 2. when very fore fpent in her life; 
yea, this decay oft upon fuch an infenfiMe growth, that it 
will be hard to get fuch convinced thereof, and remember 
v/hence they aire fallen. 2. If we will aflc at the Scripture, 
it will alfo fhew that judicial tendency, which light not im- 
proven, hath to a further hardening, how under the gofpel 
men may be made deaf with hearing, For judgment am I 
come into the njjorldy faith Chrift, John ix. 39. which hath 
that eflFeft, that thefe who fee fliould be made Wind : light 
ig furcly one of the greateft talents of the church, and brings 
with it either a remarkable gain or lofs. Nothing fo dread-» 
ful as this when it is abufedj O! at what a rate doth it run 
down, and (lupify the confcience, tiiat thus men are not 
only more AtzAtwtdi^ but become the more dead and blind 
that they were once enlightened. 3. May we not thence 
know how this is one of the Devil's greateft engines he makeg 
ufe of to turn men's light againft their life and tendcrnefs, 
even to incite them from that excellent difcovjsry of the 
grace of God unto wantonnefs, Jude iv. and thu^ eflay an 
agreement betwixt light and darknefs: O what a dreadful 
poifon muft that be I which can imbitter fo excellent a 
jlream, and turn fo choice and quickening a nrean of our 
fpiritual life to be de(lru6live thereto: that wc fee knowledge, 
whofe true and native tendency is to humble and abafe, 
b*eing thus impoifoned, does work the contrai-y efFe£l, even 
to fwell men, and puiF them up; to oppofe thcfc gifts againft 
the church, which are given of the Lbrd for its edification, 
and for defence of the gofpei. Thus we find it clear, when 
light hath made a further advance in the church, the Devil 
is thereat work to dcftroy love, by many bitter contentious 
debates, where the intcreft may be oft feen more perfonal, 
viz. their repute and credit, than the intereft of God and 
his truth: I am far from any intended refle£lion on that 
grave and necefiary duty, of appearing in defence of the 
truth, and men's ftating themfelves in oppofition to thefe 
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who are its adverfaries, a quarrel wherein they fhould kno^v* ' 
neither friend nor brother, for this is to ftand in the breach 
when it is aflaulted, to contqnd for the faith; O! bletTed 
contention, where fuch with that excellent xmn Melanchton 
can fay, non quaro gloriam propriam^ fed veritatenu 4. Tho* 
this is a very fad and threatening fymptom, that night is com- 
ing on a church where the light fhines, but the heat and 
warming influence thereof is gone, yet here is a riddle, we 
find the Scripture does wonderfully unfold, how the Lord 
makes things bring forth contrary eflFedls, and caufe a re- 
markable confumption, that feems to reach the church in her 
inward and vital parts, refolve in an over-flowing with right- 
oufnefs, Ifa. x. 22. yea, thus lets u5 fee a people fo farfpeiit in 
life and fpirituality, that the things which remain are ready 
to die, whilfl even there the Lord is purfuing their recovery; 
It is herein he makes his grace marvellous, to tryft his 
people's railing with fo low a ftep of their condition, and 
caufe his church, when brought to a fmall remnant take root 
downward, and bring forth fruit upward, Ifo. xxxvii. 31. 
It would feem a ftrange connexion, but not ftrange to th^ 
grace of God, Pfal. cii. that tht time of his favoi^ring Ztottj 
even that fet time {hould find her in a heap of ftones and 
Tubbifli; yea, that a reviving, and the breaking up of heir day 
begins there with the weeping of her friends over her ruins. 
I ihall further add, with refpe^t to the prefent time, we may 
believe on tery fure grounds, that godlinefs and the power 
thereof will yet break up in the world, though it were at the 
loweft eb)?, yea, as at its laft breathing-, that little fpunk now 
under afhes mull afluredly revive and blow up to a flame, yea, 
fend forth its heat to warm the nations; for on folid grounds 
we may thus reafon, if fuch a death-like decay had a refpeft 
ooly to fome particular church, and if this withering abate- 
ment, and languifliing of the exercife of grace -were confined 
but to a corner, it might be a fad prefage that their fun, when 
fo far declined and gone down were near to the fetting; but 
fince this feems to be a confumption over the whole earth, a 
matter of lamentation, and a fpreading complaint through th^, 
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^hole reformed church, we may look on it as a very pro* 
piifing ground of confidence and hope of a recovery; for if 
, that be fure, the church univerfal cannot die under fuch a 
difeafc, it is alfo fure, this ficknefs is not unto death, yea, fo 
remarkable an oppofition to the power of godlinefs, as Is 
this day through the world, we may judge a very refrefhing 
prefage of fome more univerfal up-breaking of the fame, 
wherein God will be feen by fome blefTed furprifal in a very 
immediate way y for there is hope of this tree, which in a 
fpecial way he ha4 himfelf planted, that it fhall grow though 
now cut down, by the fcent of waters, even by the river the 
flreams whereof make glad the city of God; which can ii\ 
eld age caufe her to bring forth fruit : O what life Is there in 
the church of Chrift when it feems to be buried 1 for fhe is 
in the root that cannot dry up, and herein muft his promife 
and his people's praife meet, that her dry bones fhali flourifli 
^5 a green herb, there can be no^ no lefs appearance of 
this, than at that time when the Lord turned again the cap- 
tivity of his people, which was fo little expected, Pfal. cxxvi. 
that they knew not whether it was a dream, or reali It may 
indeed be a very humbling difcovery, that* w'e muft fay, our 
ruin is of ourfelves; yet muft it not ruin our hope, fince in 
thefe^reat things which the Lord hath done for the church, 
the greatnefs of his power hath not been more clearly wit- 
neflcd, than the freedom and fovereignty of his grace, that 
men may fee, this is the Lord's doing, and fliould be mar- 
vellous in their eyes, 

4. May it not feem ftrange, and be matter of aftonilhment, 
that the great men of the earth, and fuch who fit in the place 
of judgment are ufually found to be greateft adverfaries to 
the church; yea, it is too well known, that magiftracy (fo 
excellent an ordinance of God) hath been fo far perverted, 
that even under the Ghriftian magiftrate thejphurch of Chrift 
hath fufFered more fmce her firft breaking up, than from any 
9ther airth. This indeed may feem marvellous: I do not 
deny their have been great men In the world, who have no 
^fs outfhlned others in fervour and zeal for the truth, than 
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in their place and quality ; but Oh ! we may fay, an age 
brkigs forth few fuch, and that wliich Sahian fays of his 
time, hath been a true remark in moft ages of the worid, 
and too frequently feen, that the contempt upon religion, by 
thefe who w^ere greateft in power, had this effeft, Ut malt" 
fcgantur ejfe^ --fie "viles haheantur. I confefs, this may caufc 
wonder, if we confider for what end the great Law-giver 
hath defigned that ordinance, how men (hould fo far coun- 
teract his interell, from wliom they derive their power, and 
for being fubfervicnt thereto • have received it. Sure the 
do£lrine of the church of Chrift can give no ground of 
quarrel, and its ftrange thefe fhould expeC^ from others 
homage and fubje£lion, who turn the f^at of judgment to 
be a grievous yoke, and deny their fubje£tion fo avowedly 
to the great judge. O! how fad is it, that none are oft fUch 
a terror to the godly, fuch a fupport to evil-doers as magi- 
fti:ates; and the great men of the world fo ufually found to 
be the gVeateft examples of wickednefs-, this ihould indeed 
be matter of lamentation: yea, that thefe are oft-times ad- 
vanced, who have nothing to commend them, but fomc ad- 
vance beyond others in a higher meafure of impiety: but we 
muft. go to the Scripture, and there enquire, which will 
Ihew, I. That it is not ftrange, though iniquity have a throne, 
under whofe fhadow mifchief may not only ihelter, but come 
that length, to be framed into a law, Pfal. xciv. 20. yea, it 
muft not be ftrange, that the adverfarics of tlie truth be a- 
mong the chief of the time; which complaint we find Lam.. 
I. 5. The v/orld is not yet cured of that madnefs, of which the 
prophet fpeaks with amazement, Pfal. ii. i. why the kings 
and rulers of the earth ftiould attempt a vain thing, to ruin 
the cliurch, and make his decree void, w^ho by his word ere-- 
' ated the world ? We may fee it is not of late the fervants of 
Chrift have been conveened before rulers, in defence of tlie 
truth, and have fuffered by the law, where the crime was, 
their adherence to the exprefs command of the great Law- 
giver, Liike xxi. 12. It is alfo clear, the kings of the earth, 
for many ages have, amidft all their private differences, with 
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one confent agreed to^make war with the Lamb, and give 
their ftrength for up-holding Aritichriilj yet is this nothing 
elfe, but what the Scripture hath foretold, Rev. xvii. It was 
written of an excellent man, in the days of Phocas^ that af- 
ter fome humble expoftulating with the Lord^ why he fct u|i ^ 
fa vile a wretch in the higheft place of power, that he had 
this return, ^uia fwi invent pejorem: Herein is the way of 
the Lord unfpotted, how fad fo ever it be iii itfelf, that thefe 
who fliould execute judgment for the opprcfTed, are in his 
holy difpleafure made the executioners of his judgments on 
men, and fhew themfelves the greateft opprefTors. 2. If this 
be ftrange to us, does not the Scripture prevent our ftumbling, 
by a moft fweet and choice antidote, that when we fee the 
opprellion of the poor, and fuch a wrathful afpecl rulers uf- 
ually have oii the church of God, we fliould not marvel, or 
be much moved thereat, even when we fee thefe whom death 
hath plucked away, and with fhame rolled in the grav^, fcill 
return with the fame refemblance in their fuccefforf, aiid pi- 
ety in all ages run down by power, for it is written, that 
he who is higher than t}\z higheft doth regard the fame, EccL 
v. 8. O! how far are they below God, yea, infinitely below 
him, who are higheft among men; hath not their violence 
andoppreflion of the church him for a witnefs, whom they 
muft aUb have for a judge? • And the further they fecm raifed 
above human reach, they lie more near to fome immediate 
ftroke of a divine hand, that when there is no reprover on 
earth, none there to give their cruelty agalnft the church a 
check, he fits in heaven who laugbs them to fcorn, which 
they fhall find to be fad earneft, when he fpeaks to them in 
wrath, and vexes them in his fore difpleafure. 3. Does not 
the Scripture witnefs the Lord's ble fled defign in this, to 
make his church thrive another way, v/hen (he is deftitute of 
the help and countenance of civil authority, and thus lead 
her into him, who hath tixe key of Davldy that opens, and 
none cun (hut, unto him who is a known refuge for the op- 
preded; it is here he declares himfcif to be Goti, and the gr^at- 
ncifs of hifi power, who can keep her alive, and prcferve his In- 
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tereft in a defiiroymg flame, and under a cruel opprefling nia* 
giftrate; yea, thus caufe her to flourifh in his days, and have 
peace in hb reign, even under the grievous reign of her ad- 
verfaries. Do we not likewife find, Neh. ix. 36. the church's 
diftrefs there, and oppreflion from her rulers make them re- 
folve in a more near tie and conjunftion with God, which is 
feen'in the laft verfe. And I^ecaufe of this we make a Jure cove^ 
nanty &c» O blefled violence and oppreflion that lands here? 
where the fl:orm drives to fuch an anchor, as a further cleav- 
ing tq the Lord, and furrender of themfelves. 4. As the 
Scripture prevents men's ft:Umbling at this ordinary fufl^ering 
of the church under magiftracy, it does alfo witnefs the Lord's 
contendiilg very remarkably againft thefe on fuch an accoun;t> 
and clearly fhew^th, that no human greatnefs can fecure 
from him, who cuts off the fpirit of princes, and is terri- 
ble to the kings of the earth; confider Pfal. ii. ix. and xciii. 
4. It is here we may read the caufe of the changeis of king- 
doms and ftates, that are fo frequent in the world, whatev- 
er influence perfonal intereft feem to have, there is a holy 
revenging God, and his arm made bare therein Upon the 
quarrel of his church, that he may recompenee tribulation to 
thefe who have troubled her; none need wonder that flourifti- 
ing ftates are broken in fuch a quarrel, to fee the fupreme 
head of the church, (that in all things he may have the pre- 
eminence) wound the head over many countries, and rule the 
nations with an iron rod, yea, turn great men out of their 
grandeur and authority, and throw them down, for the caufe 
is obvioug, they keep no bounds and marches with the king- 
dom of Jefus Chrift, but will be over, and invade his inter- 
eft, until he who muft reign, and have dl dominion and power 
fubje£led to him, carry that war back upon themfelves, and 
ftand up* againft fuch evil neighbours, for his own right, for 
v/hich he will ftrike through kings in the day of hisc3vrath, 
yea, purfue the race and feed of fuch oppreflbrs, the father 
and the children, as a ftanding quarrel from generation to 
generation. 5. It is fure corrupt magiftracy is one of the 
great plagues of God on the world, wherein his unfpotted 
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tigKteoufnefs, and the provoking caufe from men may be 
feen in the Scripture,, that when fuch will throw off his yoke, 
and quarrel with his authority, in fubjeftion to which their 
liberty lies,' they (hould have one more grievous and infuf- 
ferable wreathed on them, and be delivered up to the hands 
of fuch cruel exadors: I muft here fay, the Lord doth vifi- 
bly contend by fuch a ftroke with that exceflive flattery and 
tefpeft th6 nations give their rulers, that blind obedience 
they give contrary to the exprefs will of the Law-giver, by 
a willing following of the commandment, and thus writes 
this fin on their judgment, that the hand of men fliould be 
heavy and fore on their own interefts, who can fo eafily 
comply with their oppreflion of the church, and invading 
the interefts of God. But here is lib intended refleiSion on 
that divine ordinance of magiftracy, whereon his image is fo 
vifibly impreiTed, though in all ages there hath been fad caufe 
to bewail the abufe of fo great a truft and power, and to fee 
it fo deftrU(9:ive to the end for which it was defigned. 

3. This alfo feems ftrange, and is a very fha|cing thing, to 
fee fome of greateft tepute and eminency in the church, who 
have been Angularly ufeful to engage others in the way of 
the Lord, change their principles with the time, and turn at 
laft in oppofition thereto, yea, make it their work to cafl 
down, what once with great zeal they feemed to build; I 
confefs this may give fad ground of ftuhibling, and nothing 
Atheifm takes niore advantage of to queftion the truth of all 
teligion, if there be any thing further, than a human inte- 
reft in it, when men's light in the matters of God, and the 
doftrine of minifters are found fo crofs to themfelves with 
the changes of the time : blefled are they who are not offend- 
ed at Chrift becaufe of this; but let us confult the Scripture, 
and then inftead of being fhaken or brangled, we will fmd 
this fuch a fpecial confirmation of the truth, that if it were 
not thus, men might rather queftion the fame-, for, i. Such 
a {baking trial is clearly foretold from crofs tides of doftrine, 
that ftiould be within the church, Eph. iv. 14. yea, a warn- 
ing given of thefe who, handle the word deceitfully, 2 Cor. 
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iv- 2. by accommodating it to their private intereft and de- 
'fign, and a corrupt application thereof j for when men do 
once eftablifli the conclufion before the prdmifes for com- 
pliance with a finful courfe, they are then at work to wrefl: 
the Scripture by mifapplying it, 2 Pet. iii. which is indeed 
to oppofe the truth againft itfelf, and fuit it to their bias; 
that they may fave fuch a vifible oppofitiori betwixt them and 
themfelves in their way and praftice; and thus whatever 
fair fhew they may make in the flefh, they expofe the word, 
and their parts and abilities in handling of it to fale; (O an 
accurfed fale and merchandize) now if this feem ftrange, and 
be {tumbling, that amongft the difpenfers of the myfteries of 
God, and of greateft repute in the church, fuch fhould be 
found, read 2 Cor. ii. 17. and you will there fee the caufe, 
why many corrupt the word, becaufe they are not in fmce- 
rity, and as in the fight of God therein, which is abfolutely 
required to qualify a faithful minifler of Chrift: Oh! the 
want of that candour and uprightnefs of heart, is a worm 
which lies hid at the root of all their other parts, and as a 
dead corrupting fly in fo excellent a box of ointmentj thus 
we may fee, this is fo far from being a caufe of Humbling at 
the truth, that It does moft convincingly fulfil and verify the 
fame. 2. When we have fo fad a difcovery In the church, 
have we not this antidote likewife from the Scripture, not to 
be fhaken or moved thereat, Heb. xiii. 9. but that we fludy 
to know and be perfuaded of the truth, that may quiet and 
fupportthe foul, though we fliould be left alone in following 
duty, the teflimony of God is fure and immoveable, and he is 
true, riiough all men ihould be liars, we muft have the per- 
fons of none in admiration, which hath fo ufual a tendency to 
bribe the judgment and betray the truth; but though an a- 
poflle or an angel from heaven fliould come to oppofe the 
Scripture of God, we ought in fo far fay, let him be accurf- 
ed. 3. Here alfo is the holy counfel and defign of the Lord 
made known, that thefe who are approven may be made ma- * 
nifeft, and fuch havq an opportunity to difcover themfelves, 
who turn afide to crooked paths, and tread in the dark to Uie 
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prejudice of the truth, Pfal. cxxv. 5. they may dig very deep 
to hide their oppofition to God, not only from others, but 
even from themfelves; but providence herein hath a deeper 

. reach, and enfnares them in the work of their own hands; 
yea, doth thus bring forth with the workers gf iniquity, and 
as his greateft adverfaries, who wound and betray his interefl 
under that mafk and difguife of a friend; this is indeed a 
preventing mercy to the church, whofe hurt and hazard hath 
been more from thefe who walk under a cover than any other 
party; and here is the counfel of the Lord fiiewed, that when 
a piercing trial comes, which will go through the foul like 
a fword, the thoughts of many hearts may then be difcover- 
ed, there is a falling in of many with the church under a 
calm, who muft fall off with a dorm,' it is ft range to think 
how fmall the firft entry of a further declining will be, 
when once there is a tendency and bias that way, how hard 
is it to join in a familiar correfpondence with the adverfaries 
of the truth, without joining in fome meafure with their 
way; yea, it is feen thefe ufually are more enfnared, than 
the adverfe party by any fuch tampering are bettered ; It is a 
fad truth which is faid of Ephraim, ftrangers devoured his 
ftrength, yet he knew it not, Hof. vii. 8. It is no wonder 
when men come the length of detaining the truth in unright- 
eoufnefs, and withftand the giving of a teftimony thereto 
when called, that the next ftep be fome appearance againft 
it. 4. Is it not clear from the Scripture, that the righteous 
God doth thus rain fnares on men? yea, this is one of the 
woes the world is under becaufe of offences; for the fall and 
turning afide of fuch is a fad ftrcke on others, whilft they 
ufe not to fall alone, when thefe become a ftumbling block, 
whofe lips (liould preferve knowledge, whom the people are 
to confult concerning the law, and thus be the greateft caufe 
of offence themfelves whofe work is to ftrengthen and con^ 
firm others ; O ! what a fore plague is this on a poor church, 
when it is low to break her further, and make her diftemper 
grow; we may truely fay it is more threatening than fword, 

famine, or peftilence againft a nation; It is a ftrange ground 
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v/hioh IS given of the departure of thefe from the faith, who. 
were once in repute of the church ; yea, of the breaking up of 
antidirift in the world, 2. Thef. ii. la. that it was to punifh 
them who believed not the truth, and would not embrace the 
fame. O! it i^ a fad and dreadful time to live in, where 
fuch offences abound, for it clearly fliews a judicially plagu- 
ing time upon the church, and fome great abufe of the gof- 
pcl which hath gone before. 

4. When this feems flrange to us, fliould we not learn to 
adore and juflify him, who thus ftains the pride of all flefh, 
and will filenccfthe confidence or boafting of inflruments, 
that the church may know where her ftrength lies; this is 
a remark, though fad, which feldotn fails, that the greateft 
endowments and gifts, where men are fwelled and lift up 
therewith, have a more eafy and native bias againft the truth 
than for it, and threaten the church's hazard more than 
any advantage the exercife of thefe gifts can promife; and 
the greater repute men walk under, where humility keeps 
not low, lays them the more near fon^e humbling ftroke to 
bring them low, ere they go off the ftage, that no flefh may 
glory in his prefence, i. Cor. i. 26. We muft fay, the 
greateft heroes in the church of Chrifl, who have fhined 
even to their fctting moft brightly, have been alfo the mofl 
humble. 6. As it is clear there is no jar betwixt the Scrip- 
ture and this, but it is fo great a confirmation thereof, that 
fhould further ftrengthen and eftablifh us in the way of the 
the Lord, for the falling off of fuch from the truth is a trial 
moft exprefly foretold, and a convincing witnefs to the truth 
of the Scripture*, fo this alfo muft be granted, that there are 
minifters and watchmen in the church of Chrift, in all ages 
found faithful to their mafter's intereft, who have been not 
only helped to confefs the truth, and deliver the counfel of 
God to the world, but to witnefs their adherence to, and 
perfuafion of it by fufFering: O! can the world debate this, 
that fuch in the worft of times are found to drive a treaty of 
reconciliation betwixt Chrift and finners, who are in earneft, 
and have a weight of that work on them, without refpeft tp. 
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outward encouragement; O happy fervants of fo great a maf- 
ter! who confider that they (hine with borrowed light, and 
derive all from him, whether as to grace or gifts, that there- 
in they may return to him again, by a faithful improvement 
of their talent, who reckon they cannot be low where he is 
dxalted, they cannot lofe where the gain is his, but in this 
do rejoice to fee him increafe, and his kingdom on an ad«^ 
Vance, though they decreafe and be darkened with the bright- 
nefs of his rifing. 

5. I know this is an aftonifiiing thing, which many pre* 
tend a caufe for ftumbling, to fee how fome have walked, 
^nd at what a rate under a profeflion of godlinefs, and for 
fo long a time have had the appearance of being ferious and 
tender, yea, have thus perfonated the walk of a Chriftian, 
whom an after difcovery hath proved not in fome particular 
only, but in the main intereft of religion to be without real- 
ity and truth; this may indeed feem ftrange, and be caufe of 
wonder, that men having the ufe of reafon ftiould be at fo 
fore a toil, to hold up a form of godlinefs, and the external 
exercife of Chriftian duties only, for a form, who might with 
another kind of facility and unfpe^kabl^ pleifure, have reach^ 
ed both the (hadow and the fubftance, by being ferious; and 
it is fure, if fuch get not the imprefTion of a Deity razed out 
of the fcml, (which is impotfible) there muft be fome time 
terror in their approach to God, though not in any fecret 
retirements, (for this . ihould be a piece pf their torment, to 
come fo near .their confcience, and be alone with it, left it 
fly in their face) yet with others, when fuch n witnefs they 
have within, that it is their deliberate work to deceive at 
once, the great God, their generation, and their own foul; 
but Oh! this is not more ftrange than true, yea, many fuch 
pretenders are, and will be within tlie pale of the vifible 
church, and is there not a divine hand marvelloufly oft (cen 
in renting that vail, and bringing thefe forth to the light, in , 
fuch a way as may witnefs this is from the Lord. Now, 
there is no ground of challenge or refleftion here, on his 
Jiply and unfpotted way, or tlie reality of godlinefs, if we 
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will but ferioufiy enquire at the Scripture, where we have , 
this, I. Expfefly foretold, that men fhould have a form of 
godlinefs, and deny the power thereof, i Tim. iii.-^. prp- 
fefs to know God, being abominable, difobedient, and unto 
every good work reprobate, Tit. i. i6. Yea, v/ill come in 
{heep's clothing, yet be ravenous wolves; have not fome of 
the church's Iharpeft trials been in fuch a way ufhered in, 
even under a falfe fliew, and have not the mofl cruel perfe- 
cuters entered the llage as friends? You know how the man 
of (ill did firll flep in, was he not thus maflced? and is not 
the Scripture clear, that to feek a church free of fuch a mix- 
ture out of heaven, is to feek that which we will never find, 
for it is there only no unclean thing can enter. 2. Does not 
thisblefled record of the Scriptiire (hew, with what fingular 
art and advantage fuch may a£l: that part, and with 'Jehu en- 
quire, if the man's heart be right, whilfl: his own is moft falfe ; 
what a ftrange confidence will thefe have, who glory in ap- 
pearance, and not in heart? Will they not cry unto God, 
and mal;e mention of him, but not in truth ? Ifaj xlviii. Yea, 
fhould we wonder, though fuch be found, who can mafic 
their private intereft with fuch an appearance, even whilft 
they feek a rule for their religion out of Matchlavely. but not 
out of the Bible. 3. If the length that thefe may come feem 
ftrange, will you confult the Scripture, which goes as great 
a length in its difcovery, and you will know how deep it 
works fometimes not at an ordinary rate; but they will 
invite the vw^rld to fee their zeal for God, who dare not en- 
dure the view of their own confcience: therein you may 
find an apoftle, and one of the twelve, and yet a Devil, to 
witnefs this fhould be no refieiiion on the church of Chrift, 
though an eminent minifler thereof be found rotten and un- 
found, who hath made a great fhew in the fiefh. 4. Does 
the Scripture allow, or flatter any in fuch a way? you c^in- 
not there have one line for its encouragement ; but whihl 
human latvs do not reach this, divine law moft feverely 
threatens, Job viii. 13, &c. Matth. vii. 15. &c. And there 
you may ict it in its own colour, hov/ horrid a thing it is. 
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which the more near it does approach religion, (that is fo ex- 
cellent and lovely in itfelf ) this falfe fliew thereof is the more 
hateful and loathfomej yea, even thefe who comply with 
it in themfelves, are made to loath it in others, which is in 
the highefl meafure a falfehood and lie, becaufe a lying to 
the God of truth. 5. You cannot challenge the church 
and followers of Jefus Chrift, that by them any fuch thing 
is owned or juftified, but it may be fcen, what an ofrencfc 
and wound fuch a difcovery will prove to thefe 5 it is indeed 
a caufe of grief, but no caufe of refieftion on the trutli of 
God, for in fo far this is verified, t/jey went out from usy he-- 
caufe they were not ofusy I John ii. 29. 6. Is not that horrid 
and black roll mentioned by the apoftle, i Tim. ii. 3. clafped, 
as it were, betwixt thefe two, a form of godlinefs, but deny- 
ing the power thereof? It is not ftrange, when religion is at- 
tended with much power in a place, that hypocrify is found 
there alfo; but it is clear what remarkable difcoverics have 
been made thereof, that feldom fuch who have moft induftri- 
oufly ftudied that accurfed art, have gone to the grave un- 
der this cover, though I deny not but fome may. I mure 
further add, that fome fpecial incitement and concurrence 
of the Devil is here oft very manifeft, and his power as re- 
markably put forth as in any lull of the flefli, to put fome 
forward on fuch a defignj yea, even may be fubfervient to 
them in the exercife of com-mon gifts, that may deceive for 
the time very difcerning Chriftians. I cannot queftion the 
truth of this, having ground to inftance fuch, who have been 
in an exprefe covenai\t with Satan, and have after acknow- 
ledged his help and afliflance, for their dextrous managing 
fo dreadful a defign; if you think this ftrange, you would 
confider that the Devil himfelf is transformed to an angel of 
light, but it is well, the grolTeft defilement of men can no- 
ways (lain religion and the way of the Lord, which is pure 
and undefiled. 

6. Thefe fad jars and divifions, which are fo frequent in 
the church of Chrill may feem very ftrange, and be caufe of 
flumbiing and oiience to many, that wliilft the v/orld is at 
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fuch an agreement, and of one mind to oppofe the truths 
thefe are oft found at war, mod bitterly contending among 
themfelves, even thefe who fliould ftand in the breach for 
the truth and in defence of the gofpel, the fellow fervants af 
ftrife and fmiting one another, when they ftiould be ftriving 
together about their mailer's workj I confefsthis is fad, and 
43 a rock whereon many have fplit, of which they have made 
that ufe to a further heightning of their prejudice againft the 
truth; yea, it is ftrange that this deftroying plague doth fo 
obfervably attend any peace or calm, that the church hath 
in her outward condition; but there is no caufe for fuch ftum- 
bUng, if we will allow it fome ferious thoughts, it may rath- 
er help to fix and eftablifli us in the way of the Lord, and 
inftead of being a poifon, may be an effeftual antidote againft 
the fame, I mean the Atheifm of the time, which pretends 
fo great an advantage from this, for the Scripture is clear, i. 
Though it is a fore ftroke on the church, and the moft fad 
departure of God from a people, which we have upon divine 
record, we find ufually tryft them in fuch a torn and di- 
vided cafe; yea, though in all the records of after-times, this 
may be traced in the breaking up of a judgment as a very im- 
mediate forerunner thereof, yet, have we no warrnat to ex- 
peft the church militant (halLbe in that condition, in which 
there (hall be no fuch difcord and breach, no, that is heaven, 
and it is there only perfeft peace and concord will be found, 
read i Cor. i. lo. Rom. xv. 5. and what an early trial was 
this to the church, which did occafion that grave and folemn 
meeting of the apoftles and elders, Afts xv. to let us fee ' 
how the Lord can ferve himfelf of the greateft evil, for the 
advantageof his truth. 2. There is no caufe of challenge here, 
or reflefting on the truth, whatever be on thefe who profefs 
it, fince the Scripture fliews we know but in part, and pro- 
phecy in part, and have fuch a prevailing mixture of corrupti- 
on, that fome will preach Chrift out of ftrife and contention, 
not fincerely, Phil. i. xv. yea, whilft there are fuch differ- 
ent fizes amongft the faints, that thefe who eat not, are rea- 
dy to judge them who eat, and. thefe who eat, are ready to 
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defpife him who eateth not. 3. If we confult the Scripture, 
we will find that peace and concord within the churchy 
which is fo excellent in itfelf and defirable, muft be feverely 
qualified with a refpe£t to holinefs, Heb. xii. 14. for elfe 
fuch an agreement would not be the trtie peace of the church, 
but her plague ; and is not that wifdom which is from above 
firft pure, and th^n peaceable? It is fure they are its bed 
friends, who have leaft latitude to take or give in the inter^ 
eft of truth; but it is oft found, how fuch indircft tamper- 
ings for peace, have in the judgment of the Lord caufed a 
further breach; there is no true jar betwixt the zeal of God, 
and an ardent defire and endeavour for peace, but what our 
corruption caufeth-; O ! this is a blcft peace-maker, who can 
go the furtheft length to yield in his own things, whether 
credit or private intereft, yea, overlook the moll fharp per- 
fonal refleftions to promote that excellent defign ; but hath 
nothing to yield or quit upon his mafter's intercfts, and can 
tefift whofoever they be that would injure thefe, even to 
their face : have we not that heroic practice of the apoftle. 
Gal. ii. 5. upon divine record to this day, to whom ive gave 
place ^ no not for an hour^ that the truth of the gofpel might conti-^ 
nue with you: Is not that alfo a fpecial remark, that thefe 
who caufe divifion in the church, and were therefore to be 
noted, Rom. xvi. 17. it was thefe, who did oppofe the doc- 
trine of the church, for it is men's falling off from the truth, 
which is indeed the caufe of a fchifm and rent, but not their 
adherence to it, though for this they fhould be men of con- 
tention, and looked on as figns and v/onders in the time. 4. 
Whatever advantage fome may take to challenge the way of 
the Lord, from thefe breaches, I am fure they cannot deny, 
there is a fellowfliip and concord in the church of Chrift be- 
yond any in the world, there is a communion of the faints, 
even here, with one heart and mind, yea, in fuch a meafure 
as may {hew the world, this is a bond that exceeds the moft 
near and ftrait ties of natural relations, Eph. iv. 3, 16. and 
truely every jar and difference amongft the followers of 
Chrift makes nqt a breach. • 
V0L.L A. a 
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7. I know that this will feem ftrange and aftoniftiing in 
the way of the Lord, that when the church from her adver- 
faries without is oppreifed and brought low, his hand in a 
very immediate way alfo is fo heavy, yea, feems more fore 
upon his people than the hand of men, and does even by 
fome fad ftrokes in their private interefts, and upon their 
perfons appear more^ remarkably againft them, than againft 
any others: this may occafion great thoughts of heart, when 
Wie confider that tendernefs which the Lord doth witnefs to- 
wards his people, that he ftirs not up all his wrath, nor will 
lay upon them above what they can bear, but ftays his rough- 
wind in the day of the eaft-wind, and hath promifed to be a 
fanftuary and hiding-place when they are fcattered by men, 
Ezek. xi. 16. and with another party the church might de- 
bate, yea, hold her owli with her greateft adverfaries; but, 
Oh tit is time to fly, and there can be no {landing where the 
AlmigKty purfues; there is then true caufe of fear and ter- 
ror wh^n he becomes his people's party : but let us confult 
, the Scripture, that great interpreter of providence, and of 
every ftep of the way and procedure of the Lord with his 
church, and it will let us fee, i - That it is no ftrange cafe or 
untroden path, but we may find the prophet, Jer. xvii. 17. 
at fuch a grievous cry. Be not a terror to mey thou art my hope 
in the evil day; and had not the church the fame caufe of 
complaint, Jer. xxx. 14, 16. that the Lord feemed to nvound her 
with the wound of an enemy ^ and the Jlroke of a cruel one: It 
was the appearance of this, that was a very fad addition to 
her trial, beyond any other thing, Ifa. Ixiii. 10. that they 
found the Lord turned to be their enemy, and in an imme- 
diate way feem to fight againft them. 2. Does not the 
Scripture fhew, that the rod may have a dreadful appear- 
ance, and the way of the Lord, by fome ftrange and fingu- 
lar circumftances in dealing with his people, may be mat- 
ter of amazement, when he defigns a further increafe of their 
grace, yea, their trial more than their punifliment; this is 
indeed one of the depths of providence, which we have dif- 
coyered in the firft and fecond chapters of Job, 'how, by a 
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divine permiffion, Satan may very efFe£lually concur in a 
flroke on the church, or fome particular Chriftian, and. thus 
caufe a ftrange con^currence of imbittering things, that in 
fuch a cafe the hand of the Lord vi'ould feem very terrible, \ 
whilft he only minds his people's trial; and it is clear, that 
the fiery trial mentioned by the apoftle, i Pet. iv. 12. may 
have fuch ftrange and fingular circumftances, that the godly 
will be at a queftion, if fuch did ever-befal others, and yet 
you fee it there held forth more as a ground of joy than of 
fear: O! how deep in afflifting times of the church may the 
plot and contrivance of the Devil be, which in the holy 
counfel of the Lord is oft forced to run againft its own bias, 
and to bring forth the very contrary effect. 3. If we under- 
iland the Scripture, we may there know> how the trials of 
the church hath its appointed bounds and meafure; yea, by 
fome remarkable fteps will grow that length, and have fuch 
an advance, until it furround them on all hands. Lam. ii. 22. 
*Thou haft called my terrors round about ^ as in a folemn day; yet, 
when it is fo, .we find it is not without caufe, but roayijc*. 
needful for the church and particular Chriftians, to be in 
heavinefs through manifold temptations, i Pet. i. 6. And 
truely, in fuch an unufual tryft and variety of ftraits, the 
tendency thereof is oft feen for as manifold ufe and advan- 
tage, a« the many afflifting .ingredients in that trial have 
been remarkable. 5. We may alfo fee from the Scripture^ 
what an ufual refemblance there is betwixt the public lot of 
the church in fufFering times, and the private cafe of the 
faints, how under fome fad trial and departure of the Lord 
from his people, his difpenfations are many ways correftive 
and judicial, that doth then reach them in all their perfonal 
interefts; there is a backfliding time, and a day when judg- 
ment particularly points at the green tree, which ufeth not to 
be a comforting time, that then Satan is more obfervably let 
loofe to afflift, and few will mifs fome f ouch of his hand, 
read Lam. i. 2. where you find the fword abroad devouring, 
a time of public judgment, and then it was at home alfo as 
death; and in th^ fixteenth verfe, under fuch fore afflii^ing 
Aa 2 
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ftrokes, there is one further held forth, that was moil im^ 
bittering of all to the godly in that time, the comforter who* 
fhould relieve their foul was far off. It is clear, nothing 
does more to endear a mercy, and make it fweet, than the 
Lord's immediate appearance therein; and nothing does 
more imbitter the rod, which put David- to that cry, Pfal. 
xxxix. Remove thy Jlrohe from mcy I am ccnfumed by the hloiu 
of thine hand, 5. Upon a ferious enquiry anent this ftrange 
thing, may we not underftand the meaning thereof by the 
Scripture, why in fome trials the Lord does thus (hew him- 
felf his people's party, and his hand more heavy on them than 
on others, that there is fome provoking caufe whereat thefe 
providences clearly point; when the godly are purfuing 
their eafe and fatisfaftion under the rod, more than to an- 
fwer its defign, when they are ready to take mortification, 
and'a humble (looping under trouble, for a couching under- 
neath their burden, it is not then flrange, though that fad 
woe, Amos vi. 6. do fo far reach them, as their perfonal eafe 
makes them forget the affliction of Jofeph:^ for tlius the 
righteous God fuits their ftroke to their fin, and keeps fuch 
a proportion, that a light burden of the care of the church 
Ihould make their care otherwife abound, and in their own 
things prefs them with mueh trcvible, when thefe go be-* 
twixt them and the interefl of Chrift, there is a very unfeen 
Taufe oft, why many of the faints may be fick, and fome 
falling afleep; yea, this truth mud be likewife verified, there- 
is a faving of things by which we put them in further hazard, 
and a fecuring thereof, by a furrender to the Lbrd: an im- 
moderate fear of a ftroke from men, to the prejudice of pre- 
fent and neceffary duty, may bring with it fome fad imme- 
diate ftrokes in the difpleafure of the Lord from his hand; 
yea, that he fhould thus bereave his church of many choice 
inftruments, by his very immediate hand, to make it appear, 
the anger and jealoufy of the moft high God is more to be 
dreaded, than the wrath and violence* of all our adverfaries. 
But yet in the clofe of thefe judgments, even when a church 
may feem quite confumed, and her ftrength worn out, have 
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yfc not there fome ground of hope, "that the Lord may pre- 
vent his people's thoughts, by as marvellous, as immediate 
I'eftoring providences, when he fees their power is gone, and 
that there is none to help; yea, is it not eafy with him, and 
like his way, to return and reftore what the former years 
have taken away, by the locuft and caterpillar, &c. which 
he had fent amongft them, Joel ii. 25. 

8. There is a ftep of the holy providence of God and his 
unfpotted- judgment, which would alfo feem ftrange and a-, 
mazing, that which is inflifted upon the foul and confcience 
by an immediate ftroke of judicial indurationy and is very 
evident; Oh how undeniably evident and clear at this day! 
^hat men under great light, fome fpecial difcoveries of God, 
after known conviftions and wreftlings of confcience, yea, 
after folemn engagements and their declared refolution to ^ 
follow the Lord in his way, have yet come fuch a length and 
degree in a deliberate refifting, and oppofing thcmfelves to 
him and his truth, without the leaft appearance of a ^heck 
or trouble: I confefs, this is one of the marvellous things 
of God, and a very vifible demonftration of his being, who 
hath- fuch a dominion over the foul, both in its hardening 
^nd foftening; but no caufe to (lumble hereat, it does truely 
call us to fear, and is a ftroke that may force on Atheifts the 
awful conviAion of a Deity; or though it is not felt by thefe 
who are under the fame, be caufe the want of fenfe and feel- 
ing is a part of that difeafe, yet all who look on (if they did 
not (hut their own eyes) may learn to know this is the very 
work of God, and a piece of his judgment which he makes 
known in the earth; but let us a(k the Scripture, and we 
fhall fmd inftead of any ground for ftumbling, what a fpecial 
confirmation this (hould be of the tryth, fince it is clear, 

I. How in this the way of the Lord is holy and righteous, 
who is under no debt, no obligation to t'le fons of men, 
Rom. ix. 18. but is abfolutcly free to let forth grace to, or 
with-hold from whom he pleafcth ; his blciTcd will being the 
alone rule of righteoufnefs, he comprehends the reafen of ;ll 
Kis counfel and judgments, which are to us incomprchenUble, 
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yet does he fo far condefcend ta let men f^ his unfpotted 
juPdce, as well as his fovereignty in this fhines forth, that 
they who are unjufl: by a delibcrafe choice, fliould be unjuft 
ftill by a further arreft, Rev. xxii. and thefe who will not 
hearken, and will have none of him, fhould be delivered yp 
to the lufts of their own heart,- Pfal. Ixxxi, ii. we fee in* 
what a meafure Pharaoh was hard^ed of the Lord, which 
was a plague worfe than the other ten: but we find, Exod. 
vi. 34. that Phara'jh hardened his own heart, and thus was 
a ftroke fuited to fuch a refolute refilling of light. 2. Does 
not the Scripture- Hie w the marvellous convoy of his judg- 
ment, Ifa. vi. 6. how this fad fentence is immediately pafTed 
«n the foul; yea, ty thefe mod (ingular means, the word and 
ordimmce for enlivening is execute thereon, men preached 
deaf anc( dead, where others find life; this is a flroke that 
does not draw a bar betwixt them, and external fellowfhip 
\fith the ordinances; but, O! it draws an invifible bar be- 
Uvixt them and the power and efficacy thereof. It is a judg- 
ment that walks in the dark, and binds where none can loofc; 
i^ldlleth without a cry, yea, gives men a death-ftroke, when 
the pain of th^t wound is not felt. 3, Do you not fee how 
this ftrange judgment is in as great a height and meafure 
held forth by the Scripture, as you fee it in any example be- 
fore your eyes, that men will be mad in their oppofition to 
God, even when he is mod remarkably oppofing them, fuch 
as Aha%^ who did trefpafs the more, the more he was diftref- 
fed, 2'Chro. xxviii. ,22. Yea, fuch, who with thefe men of 
Zodom would grope after the door, and perfift in that wicked- 
nefs, when God hath immediately fmitten them with blind- 
nefs for the fame: Ol what may be the next ftroke, where 
men renew their afTanlt ngainfl God, after he hath once and 
again fmitten them, who, infte^d of repenting under his fore 
plagues, turn enraged to blafpheme him, who hath power 
over the Hime. Is not that a ftrange degree of judicial indu- 
ration, A£ls vii. 57. that when they faw the face of Suphen 
Tiiine, and looked ftedfaftly thereon, they did then run with 
fury againfl him? Yea, it may be feen ill all ages, that fuch.a 
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length this ju%ment will come, to look on the moft convin- 
cing extraordinary judgments of God on others, and yet not 
be moved therewith themfelv^s, that when his hand is lifted 
up they will not fee, but th^ pofterity take up the fame quar- 
* rel, and purfue it wherein they have feen their fathers fall un- 
der the ftroke of an avenging God. 4. We may alfo know 
from the Scripture, how ^^ep this judgment may draw in its 
dreadful efFe6ls, what a judicial arreft is thus ferved on men, 
by whiclj they are bound over to deftru(^ion, and their 
bands made ftrong on them, as that they can neither ftir nor 
move, but as malefa6i:ors fliut up in goal,, and urtder fetters, 
which is not more evident before the execution, than this ar- 
reft on their foul is by obduration before fome further 
ftroke : thus they lie near de(lru6tion, and a blow that4^ ^i'** 
recoverable, who have hardened themfelves undef frequent 
reproofs, Prov. xxvi. It is known what Pharaoh^ s laft rebuke, 
was, after he had rejected many, it (lands upon public re-- 
cord to after ages. I fliall add, is there not fome thing of heli 
here? aild of thefe everlafting fetters, in fome meafure, made 
vifible on the earth; for where lig^t and convicllon do xz* 
folve in rage and malice againft the truth, nothing can be 
more like hell, or have a more near refemblance to the devil. 
5. I {hall add one inftance more, which may feem alfo 
ftrange, and a marvellous piece of the providence of God, 
that the righteous fhould fall, and have one event with the - 
wicked in a time of judgment, whilft we fee fome notour for 
wickednefs, and their horrid a^Jings in oppofition to the , 
church go to the grave in peace, as to any remarkable ftroke 
from the Lord upon them, I know men are ready to wonder 
hereat', yea, thence an i^heift will infer things ^nuft fall 
'out at an adventure: but O! if thefe would bring this to the 
Scripture and fet it fore-againft the fame, they ftiould there 
fee how convincingly it is verified, and that there is nothing 
here which does not clearly agree with that blefted record; 
for it ftiews, l . That by no external providences, or any 
thing difpenfcd within time, yea, by no afHi£Vion obvious to 
Ibnfe, the vv^ay of the Lord, and his rcfpcdls to his people * 
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can be judged, even amidft the great variety of events wWeii 
here fall out, but we arc in this obliged to adore God, whpfe 
judgments are incomprehenfible, when we fee at the fame 
time a juft man perifh in his righteoufnefs, and a wicked 
man prolong his life in wickednefs, Eccl. vii. 15. 2. The 
Scripture gives us this return alfo anent fuch a providence, 
why the fword devours both, and as Saul and Jonathan fall 
together, that there the Lord does in a fpecial way diiFerence 
betwixt one and another, Jofiah died in peace, as, was pro- 
mifed, 2 Kings xxii. 20. yet he fell upon the high places of 
the field in the common judgment; but he was then^aken 
from the evil to come, yea, thus was delivered, even by a 
ftroke of the hot difpleafure of God on others. It is not 
.ftrange, that fome may be hid in the grave from a further 
ftorm, by the fame judgment wherein the Lord is purfuing 
4he land in which they have their abode. 3. It i^ clear from 
4he Scripture, how fmall an acceffion to a finful courfe, may, 
-in the holy difpleafure of God, bring fome of his people uii- 
der the fame ftroke with his adverfaries, and fo far involve 
them in that judgment: we find, Pfah i. 1. there is a ftand- 
ing in the way, and joining in the cpiyifel of the ungodly, 
held forth as a partaking with them in their fin, and the 
ninth chapter of Ezeklel tells us, that not mourning for, and 
witnefiing a difient againft the national fins of the time, put 
men far out of that blefied roll ofthefe whom the Lord does 
difference from others, by a mark of his prdB*rvation4 

Now, as to that other, how it is the wicked prolong their 
days in wickednefs, and may go in fome extern^ peace to 
the grave; do but enquire at the Scripture, and it will ftiew, 
I. It was no lefs ftrange to the prophet Jeremiah^ chapter xii* 
Teay they pro/per and take root; did it not amaze that blefled 
man, Pfalm Ixxiii. that not only their eyes Jf and out ivith faf-r 
nefsy but they have no hands in their death. But, 2. Is not the 
way of the Lord in this manifeft, hovf gracioufly he pre- 
vents fome by a fad temporal ftroke, and can ferve himfelf 
c^ a fcafFoId or gibbet, to bring about their mercy, as h.e 
did to the thief on the crofs, whilft he plagues dthers by a 
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long forbearance, and his holding ofF fuch ftrokes, Eccl. viii. 
II. The dreadful efFefts whereof are h^d forth, becaufe 
fentence is not fpeedily execute againft wicked men, their 
heart is therefore fet on mifchief. 3. As in every age we 
are called to adore the fovereignty of God in fuch a thing, 
he gives m^en alfo caufe to obferye his great judgments, forae 
remarkable ftrokes on his ^dverfaries, which they cannot 
pafs without fuch a remark, Behold a man that made not God 
hisfirength^ Pfal lii. 7. But we muft further wait for that 
full difcrimination, which the laft fentence of the judge (hall 
put betwixt thefe who ' fear the Lord, and thefe who fear 
him not. (IF) * 

THE THIRD ARGUMENT 

FOR the Scripture's accomplifhment, is this, that whicl% 
not only the Ghriftian's experience and obfervation of 
the church beareth witnefs thereto, but is alfo a truth, which 
even to the view and conviction of the world may be de- 
monftrate, from whom it doth oft force a teftimony; yea, 
in every age the wo^ft of men have been forced to acknow- 
ledge it mufi be "a thing very evident. But the accomplifh- 
ment of the Scripture can be thus witnefledj therefore, &c* 

It is true, thefe fweet and fenfible enjoynients which the 
faints have of this truth, the world cannot reach, but it is 
alfo fure, tha,t m every age the works of the Lord, and fome 
more- notour convincing providences, both of judgment 
and mercy, do folemnly invite men to obferve the accom- 
pllfliment of the word therein; yea, no time hath want- 
ed fomething of a public witnefs from ungodly men, even 
greateft mockers of religion, who under that conftraining 
power of confciehce at death, or in fome day of their ftrait, 
have been forced to feal the truth, by a very open confefTion 
of the righteoufnefs of God towards them; and this is indeed 
the Lord's bkffed defign in making his works fometimes fo 
confpicuous, that they may not only confirm the- faith of his 
people, but render Atheifm inexcufable, that the glory of 
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his faithfulnefs, as well as of his power and wifdoitl, may 
{hine forth before the fons of men. I ccnfefs, we may won-* 
der why the world looketh fo little upon this, and how the 
conviftion'offo great a truth, which they cannot fliun, doth 
not more pre fs them; but the Holy Ghoft doth fully refolve 
this, the brutifh man knoweth not, neither do fools lay to 
heart, how the Scripture taketh place, that flourifhing of 
wicked men is but in judgment for their further ruin. 

To profecute this argument a little, there are fome fpecial 
truths I would inftance, wherein the faithfulnefs of God in 
fulfilling his word may be feen by the world, yea, is obvious 
to the mod ordinary obfervers, and though they be but a 
few which I (hall here touch, yet I muft fay, they are fuch 
concerning truths, and have fo near a reference to the foun- 
dation of our faith, that men cannot acknowledge the fame, 
but muft alfo confefs the Scripture's divinity, and that there 
is a truth and reality in godlinefs, and in Chriftian religion : 
I may truely here with fome confidence challenge the great- 
eft Atheifts, yea, appeal them to their confcience and ferious 
thoughts, if in thefe following inftances, (though but a little 
of what might be faid on fuch a fubjeft) the truth and ac- 
complifhment of the Scripture be not very manifeft. 

Firjl^ I ftiall hold forth this truth, that man is furely fallen 
from that excellent eftate wherein once he was formed, 
Rom. v. 18, 19. and now is not that which he was at the 
beginning; a truth fo clear, that we may fay, even without 
the difcovery of the word might be eafy for any ferious on- 
looker to difcern the fame; yea, had not even Heathens 
fome glance at this? the evidence whe.reof they cfould not 
altogether (hun. 

It is true, the caufe and original of this dreadful conta- 
gion, how fin entered into the world, how it is derived to the 
whole race of man, imputation as well asinhefion, how that 
poifon is carried from the fountain to the ciftern, the Scrip- 
ture doth only difcover; but this I am fure may be obvious 
to all, that poor man is thus fick and difeafed, and now 
beareth the "marks of fuch a fall andriuin, as wc read of in 
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the word. I confefs it is ftrange, that when this is fo very 
c<Mivincing and manifefl, it (hould not force men to fome 
more ferious enquiry, whence fuch a thing is, or if there can 
be a recovery of fo fad and defperate like cafe*, but to clear 
this a little, I would offer thefe three things to be confidered: 

I . That there is fome remainder of that excellent fabric, 
which may yet appear among its ruins, fome print and ap- 
pearance (though dark) of that primitive luftre and beauty, 
fome draughts which fm hath not wholly worn out, that 
may clearly tell what man once was, and point out his 
former excellency, that he hath been another wight, of whom 
Ahfahm's charader might be truely faid, without all blem- 
ifh from the head to the foot. For we fee the de^p imprcf- 
fions of a Deity fllll rooted in men, even among the moil 
wild and favage, which no invention can utterly raze: we 
fee fome common principles of reafon, tharare imprinted in 
die moft rude and ignorant, fome innate notions and ideas, 
which the foul hath of good and evil, among all, and in 
everyplace of the earth; likewife thefe natural truths, hoinai 
ejnnoiaiy v/hich we may fee are noways imprefl: on the foul 
from any objects of fenfe, but fuch, whereto men, by an 
unavoidable neceflity are forced to aflent; and befides, what 
meaneth the witnefs of the confcience, and authority thereof 
in every man which they cannot poffibly decline? O! do not 
thefe witnefs, that from fome great height poor man hath 
fallen? 

2- Doth not the prefent appearance of man's nature, 
clearly (hew he is fallen into fome dreadful difeafe, that it is 
furely overfpread with fome horrid leprofy and contagion, 
the fymptoms whereof now are moft difcernable. O ! what 
an exorbitancy doth appear in his defires, with what contra- 
ry, tides is he harried? ftill at jar with his prefent lot; his 
reafon and will, once in a fweet league, are now at war, be- 
twixt which he is often rent in pieces, as one betwixt 
wild horfes; how is he now reftlefs in an unreafonable 
purfuit, he laboureth in the fire, and for a fhadow, yea, 
what do thefe tumults, and commotions of the earth mean^ 
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men upon the fmalleft account fheathing their fwords in 
others bowels, homo homini lupus, rupture in families, unfa- 
tiable in revenge, and the earth fo oft in an uproar, as a rag- 
ing fea. O ! do not thefe too yifibly witnefs, what a dreadful 
diforder and perturbation there muft be within, impetuous, 
boiling of man's lulls, fo that here we may fee a very manifeft 
rupture, and breach of a building once well knit and framed, 
3. I would aik wherein man's true advantage and excel- 
lency, above others of the creatures can be feen, if not with 
fome refpeft to that he once was, and that bleffed reftora- 
tion by grace; for his knowledge doth oft ferve but to en- 
creafe his forrow, to fhew the good he wan^eth, and the, 
evil he is fubjefl: to; is there any of the creatures fubje61: to 
fuch outward mife'ry and pain ? to fo many difeafes ? yea, as 
to a fenfual life, may we not fay the beafts have even fome 
preference? or are thefe fo unruly? do they fo much go out 
of their bounds and ftation ? whidi the many laws made for 
man in the world, with the convincing necefhty thereof can 
witnefs ; we fee alfo that fore travel is appointed for man, at 
how much toil he is for an outward fubfiftence, how he doth 
oft fow, and not reap; the beafts withdraw from the yoke, 
thefe over whom he had dominion ready to afiault him, 
how women' bring forth their children in forrow, the men 
are attended with fear, their life oft made bitter with care 
and labour, yea, as men increafe in the worl,d, their care 
and difcontent increafmg therewith, but besides all, is he 
not in the greateft flavery of all the creatures, through the 
violence of his lufts? that make him purfue the bait, though 
he knoweth it will undo him, while his corruption doth oft 
like a ftrong man bind him in fetters, and his flefh impcri- 
oufly drag him at its heels; O! may we not fay, was poor 
man thus framed at the beginning? or raifed fo far above 
the reft of the creatures, only to make him the more mifer- 
able, for truely if a vive portraiture could be drawn of finful 
depraved nature, thei'e is' none fo grofs but fhould abhor, 
yea, be affrighted, to fee that in the third perfon, with wliicU 
alas, they fo friendly comply in themfelves. 
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Seccfidf Thzt fo great a change is truely wrought upon 
men in their converfion, as the Scripture doth promife, and 
hold forth, John iii. 3, 6. Eph. ii. I, 5. Col. iii. 1,2. 
wherein fomething above nature, even the marvellous pow-i 
er of the grace of God may be fcen, is a truth I am fure, 
known and undeniable to the world, yea, the greateft mock- 
ers at religion muft confefs, can be no delufion," but is in- 
deed real, and certain ; upon thefe following grounds. 

I. That the moft grofs, who in their praftice have been 
notourly profane, in the place wherein they lived, it hath 
been feen, how grace hath reached them, and thus the leo- 
pard hath been made to change his fpots, and fuch who v/ere 
accuftomed to do evil, have learned to do well. O! do not 
many famous inftances witnefs this in every age? 2. That al- 
fo men moft principled in their judgment againft the way of 
God, who were wont to deride holinefs as fancy, even on 
fuch, fo great a change hath been wrought as hath made the 
world to wonder; but then they were forced to lay down 
their prejudice, yea, to wonder at themfelves, how they 
could ftand before the truth fo long, whereof they have got 
fuch an impreiTion; fure Atheifts muft grant their have been 
as profcft Atheifts as themfelves, who have been made emi- 
nent examples of grace. 3. That fuch even in the height of 
their wickednefs (like Paul breathing out cruelty, and of late 
Vergeriousy while he was writing againft the truth) grace 
hath fometimes reached them, it hath been found, that of 
Chrift's greateft enemies fome h^ye thus fallen upon their 
high places before the power of the word ; fome fuch tro- 
phies of the gofpel's conquefts have been confpicuous in eve- 
ry ag^; yea, it is oft feen that fome remarkable height in fm, 
hath proved an evident crifis and turn in men*s condition, 
cither to judgment or mercy. 4. That fo eminent adverfa-*' 
ries of the truth have, through grace, been made eminently 
ufeful inftruments in the church, the world cannot deny ; 
that there have not been choicer veflels of honour, more 
zealous for the Lord in their time than fuch, who were once 
^oft violent in their oppofition. 5. That fuch whom the 
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world did reckon mod wife and difcerning, yea, that did want 
no judgment to know the value of outward things, as well 
as others, grace hath reached; can the Atheifts obje£t, do 
any of the Rulers or. Rabbles believe in Chrift, or follovtf' 
that way, \Vhen it is fo clear that not more wife, learned, 
and judicious (even themfelves being judges) have been in 
their time, than fonie who are moft ferious in the matter of^ 
religion. 6. Hath not this change been made difcernable up«8 
on the fimple, the moll flupid and dull, yea, upon fome fuch, 
as a natural incapacity might have obftrufted the work, if 
fome thing above nature had not carried it on, which may be 
alfo manifeft by fome change even on their underftandiilg, 
to Ihew that this can make the fmiple wife,, and in the way 
©f hoiinefs, the way-faring man, though a fool, (hall not 
err, 7. That by a very improbable mean, the word, aud 
that fometimes by M'eakeft inftruments, we fee this great 
change hath been wrought, and it is remarkable, how little 
of the work of converfion did follow the putting forth of 
miracles in the primitive times, but by the fimjjlicity of the 
preached gofpel much more, for indeed the converfion of a 
Ibul, and fuch a change is itfelf fome way a miracle. 8. 
That tliey are not a few, on whom this change hath been 
wrought is undeniable; and truely befides thefc ordinary 
proofs, I think it is a great want, there fliould not be fome 
more fpecial record by the church, of thefe illuftrious and e- 
minent inftances of the grace of God, which have been in 
fuch an age, as well as remarkable inftanqes of judgment. 
9. Men mufl fee this falleth not out at an adventure, which 
is wrought upon one, and not another, while both are alike 
difcerning, yea, fome who feem furtheft from the grace of 
God, verj^ grofs and rude have been taken, when the more 
' civil and refined, and of a more promifing natural difpofition, 
have been paft by. O! doth not this witnefs the grace of 
God, and fovercignty thereof, 10. Is not this change oft 
difcernable upon men, in a time while no advantage from 
without doth appear? even times of perfecution and hazard, 
from which many have dated their firft acquaintance with 
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GM, Avheii they could ex{)eft nothing but a fuffering lot, 
fure chere mud be fomething above nature in it. 11. It is 
rJfo known, how great a cloud of witnefles have fealed this 
truth, O ! can there be fuch an univerfal enchantment, that iiv. 
every age, in feveral, yea in moft remote places of the earth, 
hath fallen upon fo many, who have witnefled the power of 
thegofpelj or can all thefe be void of underftanding? what 
gain or outward advantage could they defign in that, which is 
fo ufually attended with outward hazard and lofs, or what 
credit from men, while it maketh them the very butt of the 
world's hatred and reproach? yea, can it be thought that all 
thefe could have combined to confpire into fo great a cheat? 
I muft appeal Atheifts to their ferious thoughts of this mat- 
ter. 12. The marvellous efFe£t of this change, doth it not 
witnefs this is no fancy or delufion, N)irhen men are reached 
with fuch a ftroke, and by one word, as hath made the flout- 
hearted and moft daring to tremble, and to fhew by their ve-^ 
ry countenance, that there is an other tribunal than man's, 
before which they are arraigned ? mufl it not be fad earnell 
and a marvellous power, that can make fo willing a divorce bc/-. 
twixtmen and their idols, which were once as their right eye 
t#them, and beat them off that ground of felf-righteoufiiefs, 
which they had been fo long eftabliihing to themfelves, 
that fliould caufe them alfo choofe the reproach of.Chrift, 
and his crofs before any outward advantage, and abandon 
tliat fociety, without which fometimes they could not live ? 
mud not this fpeak forth fomething above natural rtafon. 
O! may not the world oft wonder what is become of their 
old friends, though I confefs, this fhould rather put them 
with wonder and aftonilhment, to fome ferious enquiry, 
whence fo great a cahange can be. 

{%) It is ftrange the world does not more wonder at con- 
verfion, which is fo great a miracle, yea, may be faid one 
of the greateft hath been in the earth, fince it is no iefs mar- 
vellous than to raife out of the grave fuch who are truely 
deadt O! how convincingly demoailrative is this of the 
truth and reality of grace, yea, even to the view of the world 
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does witnefs an irrefiftible efEcacious power Mrith the w6r<!, 
that converteth the foulj^ enlightens the eye, and maketh wife 
the fimple, Pfal. xix. 7. Should we not with aftonifhment 
, look on a Chriftian, if we did feribufly confider what a 
change the grace of God makes here, from that he once wasj 
and how great a change glory will ere long make from that 
he now is: I know there are many things we wonder at 
from our ignorance; but, Oh! it is men's ignorance and e- 
ftrangement from this makes it fo little their wonder, for, if 
we be afluredly perfuaded of the truth of converfion, which 
the world cannot deny, without a contradiftion both to 
fenfe and reafon : we have then three great truths unanfwer- 
ably demonftrate, i. That the Scripture of God is faithful 
and true, which holds this forth. 2. That there is a divine 
Spirit, and a power above nature, that does certainly accom- 
pany the fame. 3. It is then clear, there are two contrary 
ilates in another world, fince they are here fo manifeft. Now, 
befides thefe evidences already rnentioned, I would here of- 
fer fome further, upon fo grave and weighty a fubjeft, to 
fhew how very clear and convincing the demonftration of 
this truth is, that the world cannot but fee the very immedi- 
ate power of God, and fomething above nature in converfioifj 
if they do not fhut their eyes thereat. Confider but thefe; 

1. Is it not a ilrange and marvellous thing, that could 
change one fpecies of a creature unto another, turn a wolf 
or tygcr into a lamb ; fure this would be aftonifhing, yet 
fuch ^ change is here, which makes fo vaft a diiFerence be- 
twixt one and himfelf, takes him off his former delights and 
exercifes, his old friends and fociety, with whom he once 
thought the time fhort^ yea, caufe the man who' was a per- 
fecuter of the truth) and took pleafure therein, rejoice to fuf • 
fer perfecution on that fame account. I think the world 
will riot debate^ where fo many known inftances are at all 
times obvious. 

2. Is it not marvellous, which can eftrange nien from 
their worldly interefts, and take their heart off that, which 
was as their right eye, ^d fubdue under them that, which 
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O^e took them captive at its pleafure: O! does it not (hew, 
they have got their eyes opened to fee things which were . 
formerly hid; yea, how ftrange is it that thefe, whofe predo- 
minant was love to the world, and have been in their natural 
difpofition mod narrow and gripping, that they could not 
allow themfelyes the comfortable ufe of that they had, even 
thefe this change hath fo powerfully reached to c^ufe a wil- 
ling furrender and quiting tt all for Chrift : I could offer 
known inftances anent this, and thefe sjt as great an advan- 
tage then in the exercife of their judgment and reafon as 
ever, whom the world might fc6 were moft ferious and com^ 
pofed therein, 

3. Wbuld yoii debate the efficacious power of that which 
Ihould melt and diffolve the hardeft ftone, and may you not 
wonder what a power this muft be, which will make tnen 
melt and diffolve in tears, and ftand trembling before the 
word, who through their life were known to be moft obdur* 
ed and ftupid; yea, is not this great change fometimes with 
fuch termor and down-cafting ulhered in, that may convince 
On-lookers, it is a matter of greateft earneft and no counter- 
feit^ and furely thefe muft be reached by fome power, be* 
fore which there is no ftanding. 

4. How great a thing is that which takes men unawares, 
beyond their thoughts and intention, Matthew and thefe 
other difciples did not know in the morning, what fliould 
befal them before night; it Was indeed a happy day, when 
on their return they^ had that account to give, we have found 
the Meffiahs, and it is fure many fince have been thus fur* 
prifed, yea, in one hoiir have got fuch a figlit, which will 
never go from their heart, they now fee what report could 
never have made them believe, they now know what it is to 
be taken out of a dreadful gulf of darknefs, ; junto 3 marvel- 
lous light; and truely there is this ufually difeernable in it, 
how fome one word will force its paffage, and take fire with- 
in, as a word beyond all others, fitly fpoken and fitted by 
divine appointment to open the heart* 

5. It is a marvellous change which does even reach ypuug 
Vol. I. Cc 
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ones, and thefe fometimes of an ag^ little above infancy, for 
it is certainly known how fuch, whofe years might (hew there 
was no defign to chearthe world, yea, fometimes in a family 
where little advantage for their education hath appeared, 
have given evidence of this wonderfully, above .themfelves 
and their age, yea, at death have witneffed fonie powe^r of 
the grace of God, and his Spirit on their foul, their hope 
and the grounds of it, with f»ch judgment and ferioufnefs 
as hath forced on by-ftandcrs this difcovery, of an immediate 
teaching of fhe Spirit, and of a mighty power of God, that 
can witnefs in thefe ere they can well fpeak or exercife rea- 
fon, the power «f religion. O whence fhould this be.! and 
truely for the truth thereof, I could offer Icnown ihftances, 
if it fhould be brought on debate. 

6. What a cliange is it that does alfo reach men in their 
old age, who have been long rooted and inured to the world, 
who have fit many a call in their refilling the gofpel; yet is 
it not fecn how thefe in their old gray hairs, have been 
made to weep and confefs, after fixty or feventy years living 
under the gofpel, that then only they began to know what 
it is to be Chriflians; I confefs, this is one of the rare tro- 
phies of the grace of God, yet no age wants fome fuch in- 
fiances to prove, how far grace can prevail over nature, cuf- 
tom, education, and all thefe difadvantages which ufe to fol- 
low the time of old age. 

7. What a llrange power is it, which hath been fo evi- 
dently witnelTed on fome horridly flagitious, who have out- 
run others with all manner of wickednefsj yea, even then 
whilft juftice was crying for punifhment to cut them oflF, 
grace hath ftept in to fave, and reached them at a fcafFold or 
gibbet; it is furc the world cannot queftion this truth, and 
O! fhould it not be convincing to fee two brought to a 
public death for fome grofs crime, who have the fame haz- 
ard before them, the fame means made ufe of for their con- 
vi£tiod, yet the one melting in contrition, the other moft ob- 
duredj you Cannot fay that this is from a different nature 
^nd conilitution, fioce fometimes^ thefe of a more promifing 
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nature, and better, difpofition, have been feen further off than 
fuch, of whom leaft was expefted. 

8. Is it not a ftrange change, which even on thefe where 
no ordinary means could be futfervient, can be witneffed, 
where no company, no example, no ufual way for inftruaion 
can be alledged, fo that it may be feen, they have been truely 
taught of the Lord, that there is fuch a thing as his imme- 
diate teaching, that in a very extraordinary way, by means 
iftoft improbable, he can convey himfelf into the foul: in a 
word, this can be no refult of one's natural complexion, for 
then it would appear in, and accompany their younger years 
in fome meafure, and grow up with them; 'this change alfo 
in thefe of moft different natures, mod unlike and crofs to 
others humour and difpofition is made difcemable: yea, muft 
it not be fomething above moral fuafion, or any perfuafives 
of human eloquence? fmce hete the foolifhnefs of preaching 
Is found more effe<flual, than any fuch way; yea, it is feen 
how the moft; fublime and poUfhed ftrains of oratory, and 
greateft gifts have oft come fliort of that fuccefs, which hath 
followed more improbable means; I ihall add, O! is not this 
foniething above nature, which makes men partake of the 
divine nature, and does fo vifibly imprefs the image of God 
on them ? 

I fhall (hut this up with three remarkable inftances of the 
power and efficacy of grace in converfion, of which in every 
age there may be a large record : 

Firft, That excellent man Juniusj whofe life we have in 
fome meafure fet down by himfelf, with many notable re^ 
marks of providences, and therein fliews the Lord's engag- 
ing him at firft, how being very loofe, and carried away with 
^vil company, yea, tempted to Atheifm, he was one day 
moved to go and read the Scripture, and at the firft open- 
ing, tryfted with that of the firft of John, which, whilft he 
read, as he fays, did fuddenly aftonifh him, and leave a mar- 
vellous convi(9:ion on his foul, of the divinity of the fubjeA^ 
the majefty and authority of the writing, that all day he 
knew not where, aftd'vtrhat he was, but thus turns himfelf 
Cc:i 
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with thefc words to the Lord, Thou wajl'mindfiil of mcy O 
my Gody according to the multitude of thy tender mercies. Yea, 
gives this account, that he then had a fight of the Scripture,^ 
which made him fee it did exceed all human eloquence, and 
this was followed with fuch power, that his body trembled, , 
and his mind became aftoniihed with fuch a furprifmg and 
marvellous light, and from that day began to be ferious m, 
the way of the Lord. 

A fecond inftance I fhall offer, is, the remarkable conyer- 
fion of worthy Mr. Bolton^ a choice minifter in the church of 
England^ in whofe life this is recorded, that being eminently 
profane, a horrid fwearer, and much accuftomed to mock at 
holinefs, and thefe who moft fliined therein, and particularly 
that excellent man of God, Mr. Perkins y then preacher in 
Cambridge^ whom he much undervalued for his plainnefs in 
preaching the truths of God; yea, was near the length of 
popery: but on the Lord's gracious appearance to him, was 
put to have other thoughts, with a very remarkable change 
upon him, though with that terror, that as he faid himfelf, 
the Lord feemed to run upon him like a giant, throwing him 
to the ground, and with fuch a terrifying difcovery of fin, 
caufcd him roar in anguifh, and oft rife in the night on that 
account; which continued for divers months: yea, thefe af- 
faults in the pangs of tKe new-birth were fuch, that it might 
have been faid, Ut nee color y nee fenfusy nee fanguis fuperejfet: 
but at laft a bleffed fun-ftiine brake up, and fliining light. 

Now, befides thefe two great men, I think it not unfuit- 
able, fince it is to commend the grace of God, and witnefs 
the reality thereof, who of all kind of finners, a? well as of 
all kindreds^nd nations, hath brought fome to glory, that I 
fet down pne very ftrange inftance in this country, of a poor 
buggerer, wKo not many years ago was put to death in the 
town of Airy for that horrid wickednefs: he had been a moft 
ftupid and brutifh perfon, fuch an one who looked to all who 
knew him, as if he had been above the reach of ordinary 
means; but in the prifon the Lord did marvelloufly witnefs 
the j^ower pf hid grace^ and in fuck a xocafure diiicoYered 
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' to Kim his finfulnefs, that after much ferious exercifc upcm 
his foul, and fore wreftHng, a moft kindly work of repentance 
did appear, with great aflurance, fo that when he came to 
the (lake, he could not ceafe from ctying out to the people, 
under the fcnfe of pardon, and that comforting fun-fliine of 
the prefence of God, 0/ he is a great forgivery he is a great 

forgiver; and had therewith thefe words, ,Now hath perfeBt 
love cajl out all fear ^ I know God hath nothing to lay againjl we, 
for Jefus Chrijt hath payed all^ and thefe are free ivhom the Son 
makes free. Thus in a tranfport of wonder and joy did he 
die, the marvellous grace of God raifing him then above oth- 
cr men, who not long before feemed in fome refpeft below 
jibeaft. (f) 

Thirdy That communion and fellowfliip with God, where*^ 
to the faints are in this life admitted, and brought near to him 
in the Spirit, is a moft realjthing, and no delufion, is a truth 
which may be very convincingly demonftrate, even to the view 
gf the world, and to fuch who are but on-lookers on the fame, 
I John i. 3. Phil. iii. 20. I know this is a trudi that mi^ft 
be fpiritually difcerned, and therefore the world cannot know 
it, or reach that unfpeakable joy and delight which is found 
by the faints in that fweet path; yet muft fay, there are fome 
things, and fom^ fuch Convincing evidences, as may witnefs 
to men, and rationally demonftrate tiie fame; the convidiion 
whereof they cannot poffibly fhun, if they but come near, 
and in their ferious thoughts confider, 

1. How great and excellent a company do bear this tefti- 
mony, even as many as in every time did ever ferve God in 
the Spirit; is not this tranfmitted by the fathers to the chil- 
dren 2,$ their experience? and as certainly tried by fucceed* 
ing ages, a truth which is not once, or twice proved in the 
Chriftian's life, for the proofs thereof are innumerable and 
paft reckoning, which they have had, yea, amongft all the 
faints fince the days of jibel^ to this prefent time, there was 
never one contradiftory witnefs could be produced. 

2. Are not thefe who do thus teftify, what they have oft 
|bund ifk fecrst retiemcnts to God, fuch whofe tcftimony in 
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in any other matter, the worft of men could not refufe or 
deny to be famous, I am fure the world is convinced, that 
the followers of Chrift dare not, yea, ufe not to deal falfely in 
other things with thefe they have to do with, however their 
nialice carry them to reproach them; yea, that they are 
more to be credited than fuch, who make a fcom of religion. 

3. Have they not had as great intereft and fhare of the 
world as others, and been of as difcerning fpirits to know the 
true value of things, who from their experience do not only 
declare, their is an undoubted reality in converfe with God, 
but that the joy and delight herein which they have found, 
is above all the pleafures of the flefh. O! what muft that 
be, which could make fuch who wanted no outward allure- 
ments, who had not loft their tafte, and were flefti and blood 
as well as others, to turn their back on all for Chrift, and by 
their walk teftify they have found fome more fatisfying en- 
joyment in fellowfhip' with God ? 

4. Muft not this be very obvious and convincing, that 
■when men once become ferious in the way of God, they havd 
got feme new acquaintance, that fure there is another world, 
and fome other fociety than that of men, with which they 
have intercourfe: whence are thefe frequent retirements, 
from which they have been feen fo oft to come forth witli 
greateft fatisfadion, and v/ith fome remarkable change in 
their cafe ? Doth it not thus appear, they are not alone, 
wien they are alone? yea, in fuch a folitude muft find 
fomething very defirable. 

5. Is not this alfo teftified in times, when men could not 
well difiemble, or be fufpefted of- deceit. In times of great 
outward afHiftion, when the world alfo hath been moft 
tempting with its offers-, yea, zt death, when they are ftep- 
ping over that threfliold, a time wherein the' words of dying 
men are of greateft weight and credit, the- fpirits of fuch be- 
ing then more unbyafied, and free of thefe ordinary tempta- 
tions wherewith others arc fwayed : how oft have they at 
fuch times declared, that furely God is familiar with men, 
which they have found, and though they' were going ta 
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change their place, yet were not to chsange' their com-, 
pany. 

6. Can that be a delufion, which is fo fenfible in the pre- 
fent time, whereof the faints are not more fure that they live, 
than they are fure of this truth, what near approaches and 
refrefhing views they have got, while God hath come near to 
their foul, what a difcernable elevation of their fpirits doth go 
along with this ? yea, on the other hand, as the withdraw- . 
ing hereof is very fenfible to themfelves, is there not fome-. 
thing of this even obvious to by-ftanders, how great a change 
and difference this will make in their cafe from other times, 
which tfiey cannot get hid. 

7. Doth not fomething of this truth appear on the very 
countenance and outward carriage of Chriftians, what a 
luftre and refemblance of heaven, a holy ftayednefs and com- 
pofure of fpirit, when they have been brought near God, in 
iecret converfe with him, and taken up to the mountain: in 
a word, doth not the walk of a ferious mortified Chriftian 
convincingly witnefs this; yea, cannot but be fome way 
aftoniihing to the world, what Ihould make them look fo wellj 
and with fuch fatisfaftion, when no vifible caufe for it, when 
fliut up in prifon from converfe with friends and acquain* 
tance? fure men will not think a rational fpirit fo demented, 
to quit their former pleafures, and choofe the crofs that they 
may only deceive the world, with a counterfeit joy and fatis- 
faftion, if they did not really find the fame; and while it is 
too too evident, what a dreadful fociety and commerce many 
have with the Devil, fliould any queftion or debate, whether -, 
the faints have truely communion and fellowfhip with God 
the Father of fpirits, whom they ferve and worfhip. 

Fourth, That the righteous is more excellent than his 
neighbour, Prov. xii. 26. and hath another fpirit, which is 
greater and more choice than that which is in the world, is 
a truth, which I am fure, men, notwithflanding all their 
prejudice, rpuft needs confefs ; and that therein the Scripture 
is truely verified, when fuch clear and convincing evidences 
do ftare them in the face: I confefs the faints arc much un- 
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<ter a dark cloud here^ through the prevalency of corruptiof^ 
yea, arc oft accounted as the filth of the world, but when 
grace in any great meafure, and its vigorous excrcife doth 
flicw itfelf, then there appeareth fo much as will darken all 
the grandeui: of this earth, and force men to fee an excellency 
upon the faints beyond any others, they cannot altogether 
fhun fuch a convidlion : 

!• What an evident difference is betwixt their vtray, who 
walk with God, and that of the moft poliflied moralift, fome- 
thing is in the one, which doth witnefs a more excellent fpi- 
rit, a higher elevation, a fweet harmony and equability in 
their way, that they move in fome higher fphere, aft from 
other principles, with a refpedl to fome greater intereft than 
any thing here, have more of a large heart to ferve their ge- 
neration, t^ian thefe whofe f^f-intereft is feea to be the firft 
and laft in all their motions. 

2. May it not alfo appear to on-lookers, that tender feri- 
6US Chriftians, who live near God, do truely witnefs their 
tefemblance and likenefs to him, to whom they move, as to 
their great and laft end; yea, do evidence a more true ex- 
cellency of fpirit: what a fweet calm and ferenity they have 
within, while going through things that are moft crofs and 
vexing; with what difeernable quietnefs thefe can look upon 
jfnoft ?ffrighting revolutions in the world, as fuch, whofe 
treafure and great intereft is beyond hazard, though the earth, 
were all turned to aflies. 

3. Is there not fo much in the way and carriage of the 
faints, yea, fuch a majefty and authority that attendeth holinefs, 
as doth force refpeft and fear, even from thefe who moft hate 
them, yea, and doth force men to juftify fuch in their con-^ 
fcience, whom they openly reproach and perfecute ; whence 
it is that a ferious tender Ghriftian is oft a fear-crow and ter- 
ror to the profane, when there is no outward catife for it, 
but' that they are ft ruck with the cbnviftion of a more excel* 
lent fpirit in thefe, carrying fuch a refemblance to the image 
of God, as forceth fear and fubjedlion from that fpirit which 
is in the world. 
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4. Doth not a Cfarifti^n, and holy walk, caufe men {bine 
as a light in the midft of a crt3pked and perverfe generation, 
yea,. darken all their neighbours; and in the darkeft night is 
it not feen, how gra^e ihineth with the greatel^ luftre: what 
a fweet and odoriferous fcent doth this^ fe^d .through the 
country where they live, that may fhew to all how great a 
difference there is betwixt fuch, and thefe who are wallow^ 
ing in this puddle of the earth. 

5. Is it not obvious, what a luftre and beauty, yea, fome-^ 
thing more becoming our immortal foul^ that is in the fdf- 
denial of Chriftians, their bearing injuries, forgiving fuch as 
injure them, without reviling, than in that proud vindictive 
fpirit that is in the world, that fure fuch walk by a mpre ex- 
cellent rule, and move from a higher prineiplCi 

6. It may be alfo evident to the world, what another fpirit 
is in thefe, who dd not bow with the fpare of every timcj - 
nor yield to ttfen becaufe of their outward power, than in 
that fpirit which is in the world, that while the one do^h 
prefs men to fave themfelves. on any terms, the other tit^th 
caufe the Chriftian tajke up his confcience; and whence is 
that patience and refolution, by whicTi the godly in times of 
fuffering have overcome their perfecutor$, their bold avow*' 
ing of the truth before men, when hazards are moft obvious, 
and that advantage wherewith they appear above ethers in 
fuch a time. O! doth it not clearly witnefs, they are of 
another tnetal, who do thus abide the fire, yea, become 
more bright by that wherewith others are confumed? 

I would add tl^t which the world cannot deny, how this 
fpirit which is in the faints, hath prevailed over the greateft 
enticements of carnal gain and pleafure, which to many may 
feem a wonder, as the Popifh party did once fay of Luther^ 
Be^ia hac non curat ^urutity that which they did fpeak in 
contempt, ' that it did prove him a beaft,^ did in effe£b fhew 
him therein, to be fomething above men; for that is a thing 
before which the fpirit of the world could never ftand. 

Fifih^ That the promifed encouragement which is held 
forth to the people of God under trouble ^nd fuffering for 

Vol. I. £)d 
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his name is at truth, and the S<^ripturc herein verified, faiw 
fure not onTy ChrHlian experience tan witnefs, but may 
even to the obfervation of others, be demonftrate from very 
convincing grounds, that it is no fancy or delufion, PfaL ix. 
9. Ifa. IK r 2» 

I • The ytry countenance and outward appearance of the 
godly in a fuffering time, doth oft declare the peace, and 
tranquillity of their foul, fo as furely they muft have "joy 
and fatisfaftion, from whence the world doth not know, 
and have fome other COTrefpondence than with things vififek, 
for \t may be oft faid, as of Daniel and his fellows, that 
under greateft prcffures, and a very mean condition, they 
look as well, yea, with as much cheerfulnefs as thcfe who 
live on the kingV allowance. 

2. It can be no counterfeit, which fhould thus reconcile 
thq Chriftian with a fuffering lot, for it is known how very 
fearching afflifiion? and trouble proveth, which oft doth 
bro^h the veflel, and bring forth what hath fqrmerly moft 
cloftfy lurked: and O ! doth not that holy coniidencc and 
freedom, which the faints have evidenced in confefling the 
truth before the princes of this world, and their moft cruel 
ad\rerfaries, yea, tliat cheerfulne(*s which in moft extreme 
pieces of fuffering they oft do witnefs, even when they are 
rcfifting to the blood, doth not this fpeak forth foinething 
beyond the gallantry of a natural fpirit, that far exceedeth 
the ordinary way of men, and is a thing the world cannot 
but wonder,, and whether they will or not, fee God's very 
immediate hel^ and hand in the fartie, according to his 
word ? 

3. Is it not feen how the cheerful way of the godly under 
fuffering, whib there is no outward ground for the fame, 
doth not only aftonifh, but is an eiceeding torment to adver- 
faries ? when they are forced to fee^ how all their endea- 
vours (when their wrath and maUce hath been to the outmoft 
put forth) have yet been in viin, either to turn them afide, 
cr to ruin their encouragement, but that the moft {harp fuf- 
ferings of the godly, do ftill give tlicm the foreft dafh, help 
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CO ilrengthen others, juftify God's way, and that tender re- 
fpeft he hath to his faffering people, even before all on- 
lookers.. 

4. Is it not alfo manifed, that fuch whofe natural difpo- 
fition was known to be very fainting and timorous, yet when 
called to fuffer for the truth, have without the leaft appear- 
ance of difcouragement, flicwed an invincible refplution, an4 
not only their own fears, but the expe£lation of others hath a 
marvellous difappointment. O! is there not there a vifibk 
fulfilling of the Scripture, that 0iaking reeds {hould be tnade 
to ftand, where ftrongeft cedars have bpwed, ye^j fome of 
very mean and ordinaiy parts have been fo difcernablj; r^fed 
above themfelves, as th^y were oiade to confound the wife 
and learned. 

5. Muft it not be confeffed that the Zealand refolution of 
the faints did never more appear than in times of greateft op- 
poGtion ? that at no time they have looked more like Chrif- 
tians with more advantage, and with fome peculiar beauty 
and luftre of the grace of God, than under fuffering, a thing 
which as it eminently doth commend the gofpel, hath alfo 
fo far convinced their enemies, as in fome meafure it hath 
blunted their edge, 5^nd taken off their prejudice againft die 
way of God and followers thereof. 

6. I may appeal the greateft Atheifts to their confcience, 
if any moral arguments (whatever influence they may have 
upon men's patient enduring) could never produce fuch ef- 
itGts as rejoicing in tribulation, the chooCng affli<5%ion before 
fin and all its pleafures, to triumph over perfecutors, and to 
go with fuch a calm and cheerfulnefs to a fcaffoid, to fing 
amidft a dark prifon, yea, and to abound and have all things 
under greateft want? O! whence is this? fure fomething 
above nature muft be here, that is ftronger than moral rea- 
fon«, by which the faints have thus overcome the world, yea, 
is it not obvious to all who look on, how great a difference 
there is betwixt the pretended refolution of a natural fpirit 
in death and fuffering, and that joy and confidence of a 
Chriftian, which hath then (hewed in the compofure and 
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tranqtiilfitjr of their foul within? the one being but a dark 
ihadow, and the other drawn to the Mfe> 

Sixthy That there is a confcience within men, whofc 
power, both as a judge and witnefs, doth anfwer that cleaf 
difcovery the Scripture giveA therefof, Rom. ii. 9. is a thing 
obvious even to the world, which they muft needs confefs, 
both from its vifible effeft on others, and the working tliere^ 
of within thtmfelves; that herein the word is verified, thefe 
things iinake it clear and undeniable: 

1. That fure there is fomething within, which thus mak-» 
eth men afraid to be alone with themfelves, yea, will caufe 
them go abroad, and frame diverfions to be out of its noife, 
rauft it not be fad earneft, which hath fo dreadful a found in 
their ear, doth haunt the wicked man whether he will or 
not? wherewith he would gladly be at peace, but amidft his 
greateft mirth and profperity, this doth mingle his wine with 
gall and wormwood, 

2. Is it not alfo fure, that men have oft an accufer within 
their breaft, while they feem to brave it out before others, 
whofe judgment and fentence they can by no means decline, 
but after the committing of fin, yea, on the back of their fin- 
ful pleafures doth follow the fame with a bitter fting, and 
ring this dreadful knell in their ear, that in the end of their 
"way will be bitternefs. Of is not this an accufing confcience, 
w-hich doth begin the torment of fome biefore the time? 

'3. What is it that fliould make men's guilt fo legible crft in 
their countenance, even when they ftudy moft to conceal it, 
and thus caufe them give their tongue the lie, yea, bewray 
to by-ftanders, whether they vnW or not, fome fecret trouble 
and fore they have within? "Doth it not clearly {he w the 
power of the confcience, which hath fuch authority on men, 
that without violence or conftraint from others, doth eveft 
force them to confefs the truth, and fupply the room of wit- 
nefles? 

4. Whence is it fome are fo much difquieted for fecret 

Cns,^ which the eyes of others could not reach, yea, that 

^f/cckZ grofs fins, even the moft profligate amongft men hav^ 
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ikti horror at them, without refpefl: to outward hazard? 
Doth it not {hew the poufcr of a natural confcience, that 
holdeth forth a greater party than the world, with ^which 
they have to do, to whom all things are manifeft, and fome 
greatier witiiefs than that of man? 

5. How is it that even greateft men, whom the world 
could not reach, and in the midfl: of all probable advanta- 
ges have yet often moft affrighting thoughts, much terror, 
and difquieting refleftidns? Muft it not be from within, 
which doth caufe them fear another power than that of the 
world, and a judgment greater than of men? • 

6. What muft it be, which doth force men to juftify 
God when his hand doth purfue them, and maketh them fo 
e^fily find out fin in a time of their ftrait? Why is thfe fenf^i 
of guilt fo very affrighting at death, is it not the confcience^ 
whic^i doth prefage a fixture judgment, and extend its power 
to matters of an everlafting concernment and duration? 

7. What (houtd make men tremble at the word, and fd 
much hate a fearching miniftry, is it noj;. becaufe the light 
doth torment them, though the word doth particularly 
name none, but that there isi fomething within, which mak- 
eth application of the truth, an,d dotlv plainly fay, Thot* art 
the man? 

8. How do the worft of men oft juftify thefe in.feeret, 
whom they openly have condemned, that while they* are 
even perfecuting the faints for truth and holinefs, yet, for 
thefe they give them and their way a favourable teftiniony, 
over the belly of all their prejudices? Yea, what is it that 
doth caufe a fecret fear and awful regard of fuch whom they 
hate, doth it not fhew fomething within, whofe judgn^nt 
they are not able to refift? 

9. I muft further afk, whence is that horror, and thefe 
dreadful cries and groans which wicked men 0ft have in 
their ficknefs, even fuch who were wont to fport at fin with 
a daring countfcnance? Can the world get this pail without 
fome remark? How intolerable a thing an evil confcience is, 
^hen once let loofe, when in all ages fuch terrifying exam- 
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pies of this kind have been fet up, for all tjiat paft by to look 
on,, fuch as Spira^ LaUmus, Olivariusy &c. and truely, I 
think it: is a great want there ftiould not; be^a more particu- 
lar record of ft^ch, which would give Atheifm fo great a 
dafh, yea, force men to confefs the truth of a Deity, and of 
the written word. 

{%) This is a great truth, and a great demonflration of God, 
(O! blefled for ever)his being, and of the truth of his word, that 
there is a confcience, fo ftrange a power, which ^very man 
hath within him and over him, that forceth the foul" to a re- 
fieftion on itfelf, even when it trembles^ at tfiat fight, and 
with an awful found tells the Atheift there is a God, when 
he feems to have no fear or convidHon thereof; this is that 
great tormentor and troubler of the world, from which there 
is no retreat, though one fhould fly to the uttermoft parts of 
the earth, this keeps a high court of juftice under the autho- 
rity of the great Judge, and there, without refpe<3: of per- 
fons, does fummon great and fmall, does arreft, bring in 
witnefs, fentences, yea, in fome meafure, puts that in exe- 
cution, and can make hell begin there, by an inexpreffible 
anguilh and horror: It is ftrange that fuch a thing, when it 
is fo un,d^niable, does not ftare the world in the face with 
more amazement: butllhall futther offer fome few eviden- 
ces of the truth befides thefe already mentioned: 

1, Could there be fuch a power in man, to difference be- 
twixt that good and evil which is within him, if there were 
not alfo fome higher power above him, who hath thus form- 
ed him with fuch principles? Yea, could there be a judging 
and witneffing within a man, if there were not a law and 
rule over him? for k is fure, the confcience, in all its aft- 
irigs, hath a refpe£t to a higher judgment,, and to a law, 
which even nature's light, though very dim, holds forth, but 
is exprefs and clear in the Scripture, which is that great rule 
of the confcience. 

2. Is it not very ftrange to fee fuch rf power within a Wjian, 
and yet againft him, that the grofleft Atheift is an enemy to 
it, yet cannot be witliout it, or get it fliaken off-, and wWlft 
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it is known how ftrong a bias and inciination thefc have to 
evil more than good, they, are yet forced to juftify the on^ 
more than the other, the drunkard cannot drown this con- 
viction, nor the worldling bury it in the earth, where his 
treafure lies. 

3. Thougjk men may come fome length to divert the con- 
fcience, and filence it, that It cannot exercife its funftion, 
vnthout fome fpecial divine excitation, yet, is it not manifeft, 
how then when once it is awaked, there is no poffible with- 
ftanding, then the ftout-hearted cannot keep his ground to 
debate with it; yea, when they run it follows with as fwift 
a pace, no fkill, no arguments can defend from its force, no 
violence againft fu<ih a power, but whilft in the convey, of 
fin they over-reach the witnefs of men, lo,this is continually 
at hand to tell them, th^t he who is greatet than the con- 
fcieiice does regard. 

4. Can any thing be more real and certain than thefe ef- 
fects of the confdence, I mean that trouble and fear men 
have in fmning, and that peace and fatisfaftion that attends 
well-doing ? do you know fuch a place of die earth, whether 
this power hath not fome place to overawe men, even with- 
out any vifible ^we or hazard; and can all mankirld througl^ 
the whole world, in all ages be in fo ftrange a delufion, if 
there were no r^al ground for it. 

5. How convinci|igly does this isvitnefs there is a con- 
fcience, and tlie reality of it, that men. are at fo much work 
to bribe it, to frame diverfions thereto, yea, to find out falfe 
grounds of peace, and fome fuch glofs and commentary, as 
may reconcile the rule with their grofleft aftings and exor^ 
bitinces, and why is this, butethat in out-daring it, they find 
it ftronger than they, and therefore muft counter-work, by 
darkening that great light, and find out fome great Ihew of 
reafon to filence confcience, and promife peace to themfelves, 
though they walk in the wickednefs of their heart. 

6. Do not thefe ftrange extremes, which oft are obvious in 
men's condition, witnefs the reality of this power? O! what 
a marvellous thing to fee one ftupid this day, and defperate- 
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the next, the confcience breaking up> at. that tate, th^jjo 
be rid thereof and its torment, the poor man would ,fedc a • 
flicker in the grave; yea, is it not ufual to fee fome wear wt 
their time as beafts, yet at dying feized with an inexpreflSbl^ 
horror of God? is not this fometbing wakened, which y^s 
formerly afleep ? . ^ 

7. Do not men fee fucb defperate afts'of wjck^dpefs jpi 
the world, fuch furious running over wariidngs an4 convic- 
tions, that may even convincingly Ihew fome puriait ,of the 
confcience, and that hprrid way they may take to fee. rid^pfit 
by revenge, to give it a further wour4 a^d fii^i<:e itsnoUcf 
by fome violent deep ftroke. ' ^ . 

8. Are notthefe fudden unlooked for^put-breakingis qf the 
confcience moft remarkable^ how it takes fpnje unawsgres, 
and grows upon them thjc mor^.they ftrive with it i it i^ 
known alfo, what reflef^ions men ufually have on the^i&lv^, 
and. their actions, in fome prefent exigent and hazard; yea, 
how they are thus affrighted, or in fome meafure quiet, as 
they are put to condenin or acquit tbemfelves on that.fcore : 
now is not this a convincing wi^efe of the £prce pf a^iui^i^ 
ral confcience, and Uk^wife that ufual recourfe which: l^ 
groped of men will in/uch an extrenaity have to God by pray^. 
er, does both declare this| and that io^r^ihon they have 
u^on them of a Deity, . , ,,,, - . , ...^ 

9. How marvellous ^ cpnfidence. and fupport does ,tji^ 
confcience afford where it is a friend,, wider the greateft joq^ 
fery and trouble frpm \vii:hQ;8tt ior thu^.^ man's fpirit.q^, 
iuftain its infirmities? but Ol when it is an adveriairy nq^ j 
Uiing, nothing fo upfuppoi^Ue^ it will torment and te^. 
one within, wheA thex:e is^iione, ii(ritho\it dare provoke hinafy^ 
yea, caufe the oppreffpr tremble^ whilft^^upholds th^ {ig^. 
prefled with cpnfidence, it Jnak^the oneeat hisbteai^il^fffn^ 
joy, when it imbitters tlve |>leafent morfcjls.pf tJthpps^^^^y^ t , 

Seventh, That there is,a «ward fot the rigl^teous, ^(Si^iMlK. . 
(fiellionable gain in gp^linefs, is a piece of ^o^Scrip^gK^ilf^ 
only well known, andjwitneffed to the oJWerving CJufiftji^ll^ 
in his experieno^, but i^.alfo heldibrth in every age, 9»J§ 
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great letters to the view of the world, PM. Iviii. li. Pfal. 
xcvii. ti. Ifa. iii. lo. It is true that the Chriftian's lot is 
oft followed with much trouble, and fometimes with lofs of 
his life, which may feeila to have a very difmil afpeft ; for 
that great goodnefs, which the man who fisareth God hath 
infured to him; is much laid up in another world; but it is 
alfo fure that there are fuch notour convincing proofs of this 
truth held forth, even to the obfervation of men^ by which 
the Lord hath in every age confirmed the fame, that I am' 
fare the greatefl: Atheift cannot anfwer even thefe; 

1 . That this is the very diftate of a natural confcience not 
only that God isj but that he is a rewarder of fuch as ferve 
him, yea, none amongft men are fo grofs or brutifh, who 
are not in fome meafure principled to difference betwixt 
good and evil, with fome fear of a puniihment to the one, 
and fome hope 6i recompence to the other, and are alfo 
forced to notice fome more fignal and convincing examples, 
which have been of that kind in their time. 

2. Muft we not fay, yea> doth not the world fee in every 
age, that hiftiory of J^^/>/?', in fbme part, afted over again? 
Sure there have not been wanting many fuch remarkable in- 
flances, wherein it might be eafy to trace an upright and 
ftraight walk through a very maze and labyrinth of changes, 
and to fhow how that hath been theit condition, and at lafl 
integrity hath brought them to land in a comfortable har- 
bour; yea, how often they have had a marvellous unlocked 
for out-gate^ contrary to all human appearance: this indeed is 
no romance, but a moft true hiflory, which through all 
times, and many examples, might be written of the word 
and providence^ which fhoulcl furpafs the richeft fancy that 
any fi£tion' or romance did ever contain. 

3. Muft it not be convincing even to the worft of men, 
what a vifible blefllng doth oft follow the mean lot of fome 
of the faints, which can make their little reach far, and ^ 
caufe them abound more in their poverty than others amidft 
their abundance, which I think the v/orld cannot fliun to 
t)bferve and gather, that there is fure fomething elfe thail 
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than men's own care which dodi- their bufinefs, and how 
that ordinary proverb falleth not to the ground, that it is 
better to be happy than wife, when they fee a fecrct judg- 
ment blow upon fome men's eftate, that no means can pre- 
vent, and a fecret blefTmg which maketh things profper and 
take efFeft, accompany the Chriftian's little, fo as it may be 
eafy for fuch who look abroad to fee where real content- 
ment with cheerfulnefs and giving of thanks ufeth to dwell. 

4. May not the world fee there is a feaft in a good con- 
fcience, how little foever they partake of the world, that 
well-doing, and the praftice of godlinefs hath fome prefent 
reward in its hand; whereas fo remarkable a difference may 
be difcerned betwixt the countenance and carriage of fuch, 
and of them who truft in falfehood, that furely in a time of 
ftrait, thefe have another kind of fecurity and confidence, 
when greatefl natural fpirits fail, yea, that thefe alone can 
enjoy themfelves, have moft calm and compofed fpirits, 
amidfl the feveral changes of their life, that according to 
outward things, their peace doth not ebb nor flov/, but they 
are at a (cen advantage above others, in the day when men 
^re fore outv/itted with their ftraits, fo as it will be moll 
eafy then to fee the good and advantage of religion, when 
the vanity of other advantages is moft difcernable. 

5. Is It not alfo fcen that true honour doth trucly wait on 
humility, and followeth fuch, but it flieth from them who 
do moft purfue it, yea, that faithfulnefs and an upright walk 
will gain credit even amongft her enemies, and refpeG be- 
fore the world. 

6. That thefe who -are faithful in their life, and diligent 
improvers of a fmall talent, have ufually more added with 
fome difcernable growth following the fam.e, and as the dry- . 
ing up of the parts of fome, as a judgment on unfaithfulnefs, 
is oft obvious, fo alfo fuch a bleffing upon ferious diligence, 
as hath made the laft firft, and even outrun fuch who were 
once before them-, yea, it is truely feen how grace helpeth 
men's gifts, doth raife and fublimate tlieir fpirits, abov^ 
that which once they were. 
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7. Doth not the Lord put fome vifible difference oft, be- 
twixt tlic righteous and the wicked in a time of common ca- 
lamity? that a ftrange out-gate with the concurrence of very 
marvellous providences, dotji fometimes tryft fuch even to 
the conviiStion of on-Iookers, which may tell the world, 
fuch have had an invifibie hedge of prefervation about them, 
and have been under fome better care, than their own. 

8. What a clear witnefs do ungodly men oft bear to this 
truth at their death, or at fome other ftrait, fo that their con- 
fcience hath forced them to juftify the godly man's choice, 
and to fay that the lot of fuch is only moft defirable, yea, 
with much bitternefs to lament their folly that made not re- 
ligion more their bufinefs, the good and advantage whereof 
is now, no matter of debate; fure the world will confefs how 
oft the confefiion and teftimony" of fuch men to this truth 
hath reached their ear. 

9. I fliail but add, that which is fo very manifeft, how 
faithfulnefs and integrity doth tranfmit men's name with 
more honour, yea, maketh it have a fweeter favour in their 
generations, than either riches or outward preferment; yea, 
that there is a great difference betwixt the memorial of the 
righteous and the wicked, even to the convi<3:ion of the 
world. 

Eight, That veri/y there is a God "juho judgeth ifi the earthy 
Pfal. Iviii. II. who doth render utito men vengeance, and 
doth purfue the tranfgreflbr becaufe of fm, is a truth which 
the world hath in every age, by many convincing inftances 
held forth to them, where they may fee the Scripture clear- 
ly verified. 

I have a little touched this in the fecond argument, how 
the accoixiplifhing of Scripture-threatenings is witnefled to 
the obfervation of the church, and to thcfe who are wife to 
^difcern the times wherein they live; I (hall here point at this 
truth, as it is in the providence of God, written in fuch great 
letters, as are obvious to the view of the world, fo as moft: 
common on-lookers cannot pafs this without a remark: it is 
true, much may be laid over to that great general affize of 
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the lad judgment, that day of retribution; yea, fometime^ 
we fee the mod wicked and vile go in peace to the grave: the 
fovereignty of God doth alfo appear very obfervably in the 
different meafure and kind of punifhment, and it is too evi* 
dent how prone mqn are to look more to the intereft that fe-- 
cond caufes have in fuch a thing, than to a divine hand; but 
this is alfo fure, that the Lord is known on the earth by tl>e 
judgment which he executeth, and in every age doth fet up 
fuch convincing examples before men, that the greateft A- 
(heiil may- fee, yea, oft their confcience muft break the goal, 
reftrain it as they will, and force this acknowledgment, that 
fuch judgments can be no cafual thing, while fomething^of a 
power higher than roan, and a clear verifying of the word is 
lb difcernable therein. > 

Now, to demon Urate this truth, I would offer fome things 
which may iliew how very near this cometh to the obfervati-^ 
on of men, fo as none can be a ftranger thereto, or want con- 
viftion of this piece of the truth of God, except they wil- 
lingly fhut their eyes, while it isrclear. 

1 . That the very Heathens who never knew the Scripture, 
nor a written law, have yet fo much of a natural confcience, 
that not only they can put fome difference between virtue 
and vice, but even in fome meafure can difcern God's put-r 
ting fome difference betwixt the fame; how flagitious crimes 
life to Be puniflied by a divine hand, we may fay, time could 
never yet wear out the obfervation of this truth through the 
world, and though many things may be received and credit- 
ed, which not having a fure ground do quickly evanifh, it 
being truth's privilege ftill to out-live falfehood, yet it is fure, 
how in the darkeft parts of the earth this hath been ftill no- 
ticed with a remark, and tranfmitted from one age to anoth- 
er; yea, the records of the nations, even by Heathen writers, 
fl>ew what remarkable punifhment, hath followed cruel op- 
preflion, covenant-breaking, and fuch other grofs fins againft 
the fecond table ; yea, how thefe have been the ufual fore- 
runners of great ftrokes on kingdoms and families. 

2. Dpth not the world fee, that in tliefe remarkable judg^ 
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ments which have come on a nation and people, there is 
fomething higher than inftruments or fecond caufes, which 
may be very evident in bringing the fame about, fo that all 
who go by muft confefs, fuch is no cafual tryft, nor doth a- 
rife out of the duft, but that furely a divine hand is there; 
and truely tjiough fome defolating ftrokes are very terrible in 
themfelves, and blood and ruins fhould be no matter of pleaf^ 
ure, yet, whereas, thereby that (lately found is heard, even 
his voice who maketh the earth to tremble, and God is made 
known to the fons of men, we (hould not only "with fear, 
but even fome holy congratulation confider his work, now to 
clear what a convincing witnefs thefe are to this truth, I fhall 
point at fome very obvious remarks, which I am fure the 
world cannot contradift, of the Lord's own immediate hand 
in fuch judgments, i. That ftrange concurrence and tryft of 
providence which ufeth to appear when God is again ft a peo- 
ple, how all things will then confpire, as a fatal conjun6ticn 
to work their wo and ruin, that men may fee, furely this is 
from the Lord, who is wonderful in counfel, and from a hand 
againft which there is no ftriving. 2. How fuch remarkable 
ftrokes are feen to tryft with fome great and remarkable 
height of fm in fuch a nation and people, fo that it is eafy 
then for all on-lookers to confefs the righteoufnefs of God 
therein* 3. When judgment is coming on a land, it may a- 
pear how inftruments are raifed, and in a more than ordina- 
ry way a£led with all advantages for fuch a piece of fervice. 
4. There ' is a vifible blafting then both of counfel and 
ftrength, and thefe means which otherwife looked moft pro- 
bable, how remarkably fuch are confounded, even in the ufe 
of their ordinary abilities, their heart and ufual courage tak- 
en from them, while the Lord is on a work of judgment. 5* 
That aftonifliing fuccefs which is ufually feen to follow thefe , 
whom the Lord fendeth forth to execute his judgment, how 
then they move fwiftly and with vigour, they do not ftumble 
or weary, it is neither rivers nor walled cities can ftand in 
their way ; mountains are made vallies to fliew it is the Lord, 
T^hofe hand in that day is ftrong upon them, to ftrengthen. 
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their loins, and make the fword and ax fhai*p for his fervice. 
6- Amidft thefe various (Irokes which come on a land, can 
men pafs that of the peftilence without fome fpecial note, 
where God's in>mediate hand, fomething fupernatural above 
ordinary or natural caufes may be clearly feen, both in its 
llrange progrefs in fpreading, which l^ke a lightning doth oft 
go through cities and countries in a fmall time; do not tliefe 
tell aloud to the world that they com€ not unfent, and with- 
out fome fpecial commiflion; and that there is no ftriving a- 
gainfl them, nor are ordinary means efFeftual in fome fuch 
extraordinary plagues, until he who brought it on, do alfo 
by his own hand take it off. 

3. It is very obvious even to the v/orld, that clear refem- 
blance, which is oft betwixt fin and the ftroke, how holy 
juftice doth keep a proportion, and doth fliape out the judg- 
ment fo exa(9:ly both meafure and kind, that it may be eafy 
to fee the ftroke pointing as with an hand to the caufe, by 
its difcernable likenefs, and both at the righteous judgment 
of God, which thus mcafured out to men, as they have dealt 
with others: we fee how the Lord tryfted ^^^^.and Adoni-^ 
hezek, how Sodom^s burning luH wtls puniflied with fire from 
heaven, yea, what even Davidlr^A meafured out for his mur- 
der and adultery, the fivord Jljall not depart from kis hoiife; and 
for the other his wives by his own fon abufed, and truely e- 
very age's obfervation can witnefs this truth from many con- 
vincing examples, that there is a God who judgeth in the 
earth, it being oft feen if men would ferioufly obferve. 1. 
How an univerfal over fpreading of fin in a land,' hath ufuaHy 
fome nation:^! and univerfal flroke following. 2. That blood 
M^aiteth on bloody men, and fufFereth them not oft to live 
out half their days-, one opprefibr puni'ftied by another, the 
unmerciful man payed home in his own co^n, by fuch as 
fhall fhew as little mercy to him or his. 3. How the proud 
and infolent who do mod hunt after outward glory, are ufu- 
ally tryfted v/ith fome humbling abafing ftroke, he poureth 
contempt on princes, and fuch who will not honour God, 
flnll not brook that honour they feek from men. 4. That 
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fuch who have been moft given up to uncleannefs are oft 
feen not to increafe as to their pofterity, but their iiTue obfer- 
vably made to fail-, yea, by a divine hand rooted out, fure 
many fuch fignal examples might be inftanced. 5. How fuch 
who have choofed (in to fliun trouble and fulFering, liavc in 
their (inful way got a large meafure thereof, as that man who 
in queen Mary's time faid, he could not burn for the truth, 
and therefore forfook it, by an unfeen hand had both himfelf 
and his houfe in one night burnt. 6. That treacherous and 
deceitful men are thus dealt with by others, yea, children who 
have been undutiful to parents, have from theirs met with the 
fame recompence, 7. That whilft men to make a purchafc 
have ei'en denied themfelves the necefTary ufe of outward 
things, are oft feen to leave their eflate to fuch, who do quick- 
ly wafte and fcatter the fame, and thus the finful parfimony 
of parents punifhed with the prodigaUty of fuch who fucceed 
them. 8. That the frequent ufe of fome dreadful impreca- 
tions is oft punifhed by the Lord, with a fuitable*ftroke, to 
the conviGion both of themfelves and on-lookers. 9. Hew 
fuch as have joined together, and united themfelves againfl 
the truth, have been viHbly broken as to their own private 
intereft, and truely we mufl fay, there is oft fuch a tryft of 
very convincing circumftances, in fome acls of the judg- 
ment of God, with fuch a refemblance to the fin 5 yea, 
judgment fometimes purfuing men in the very place 
where the fin hath been afted, that it may be eafy for all 
v/ho go by to fay, there is indeed a God which judgeth in 
the earth. ' 

4. Doth it not appear how very convincing and obvious this 
truth is even to the world, from thefe ordinary remarks 7L\\ii 
proverbial fayings which we find in all ages, and in every 
part of the earth, even the moft rude and ignorant have had 
of the judgment of God 5 for truely, what elfe are thefe but 
anexprefs witnefs, how univerfally.thls truth is known and 
received by men, how much the world is convinced thereof, 
through a long traft of obforvation from the fathers to the 
children, yea, thence they have had a divinity of their own 
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drawn out thereof, how fuch fins do not ufc to pafs without 
forae notour punifhment. 

Now, I would but name fome few of thefe remarks thzt 
have been moft ufual in all times: i. How fome families 
have not thriven, but a fecret judgment hath been difcern- 
able thereon, fince they had hand in fome grofs afts of wick- 
cdnefs, fuch as, bloodfhed, their former profperity from fuch 
a day vifibly declining. 2. How that an evil purchafe ufeth 
not to be of long continuance, but their eftate oft in a very 
ftrange and infenfible way made to evanifli, which their chil- 
dren, tho* frugal, can by no means keep up, and the caufe 
thereof men do eafdy peint at; it was purchafed by fraud, 
tranfmitted with a curfe cleaving thereto, and fo there was no 
warding oiF the judgment of God. 3. Such who do not 
much conCder God's controverfy, yet are oft forced to re- 
mark, that fince fome have meddled or matched with fuch 
an houfe they have fadly fmarted thereby, fomething of a 
curfe eved* following the race and poller ity of fome. 4. 
How facrilegious meddling with that which hath been for a 
pious and public ufe, hath caufed a vifible wafte and con- 
lumption in their own eftate. 5. That men's aiking counfel 
from the devil, and turning to that airth for their help, doth 
ufually rcfolve in a fad and tragic clofe, and truely this, many 
in the fliutting up of their life have been forced to confefs; 
6* That falfehood doth not ufe to keep its feet, nor a wicked 
way long profper, whatever it fe^m to the fir ft view; yea, I 
may add, as one of the world's remarks, which they cannot 
well fhun, that which feemeth was an ordinary faying in the 
time of EJlher^ that it is not fafe troubling the church, or 
for men to ftate themfelves in oppofition to that party, and 
I dare not queftion but this ihall be yet as convincing and 
obvious to the world, as it hath beeij in any former ages. 

5. Is not the appearance of a divine hand oft very obvious 
to the world in the difcovery of fin, and bringing to light 
fome grofs a£l:s of wickednefs, even in an extraordinary way, 
while it is feen, i. By what ftrange unexpeQed means thefe 
have been brought forth, fuch an aftonifhing tryft TiUd con- 
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currence of things therein, as hath forced not only on-lcok- 
ers to fome {pecial remark, but hath even ftruck the guilty 
party through the heart with wonder and conviftion of the 
fame. 2. How the hand of juflicd purfuing men for fome 
notour and known crime, doth oft bring to light fome that 
have been mqft fecret, which ,tliey thought the world could 
never reachj yea, it may be frequently feen, while men have 
been in one fin found out, it hajtli alfo brought forth the dif- 
(?^'ery of fome other, and forced them to confefs, that it 
Vv'^as a righteous judgment purfuing them for the fame. It is 
a thing alfo known, yea, by many undeniable inflances wit- 
nefled, that marvellous difcovery of concealed murder, by 
the bleeding of the body upon the touch of the murderer. 
I confefs, it Ihould be hard to affert the lawful and warrant- 
able praQice of fuch an appeal to fo extraordinary and ftu- 
pendious a fign from the Lord, where Scripture goeth not 
clearly before us; but on the other hand, fuch a thing fo 
furely tried for fuch an end, and in the cafe where all ordi- 
nary means of difcovery have been wanting, I tliink callcth 
us to a ferious remark thereof, while it fo vifibly feemeth to 
witnefs his hand, who doth make inquifition for blood. 

6- Is not the dreadful confternation, thefe tormenting 
fears, which men after fome grofs afts of wickednefd do be- 
wray, a very obvious witriefs to this truth, that there is a 
God who judgeth on the eirth, in whofe hands it is a terrible 
thing to fall, and flieweth how great a punifliment wicked- 
nefs is to itfelf ? Truely, if Atheiils turn not brutifh and ftu- 
pid they muft notice this, and confefs a thing which doth 
fo oft reach their ears, what have been the horrid cries of 
many dying men, who have moft fported with fin in their 
life; that rnay tell by-ftanders there is a judge who can 
ftretch forth his hand on the foul and confcience, whereto 
no rack or outward torments is any way comparable. 

7. I would further add, thefe extraordinary figns and pro- 
digies, which do ufually go before fome (Iroke and judg- 
ment on a land, do they not clearly point at a divine hand in 
the fame? for, as thefe are a folemn fore-warning from hea- 
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ven, to give men an alarm before remarkable changes, di^ 
truth whereof the world cannot deny, fo we muft fay they 
are a convincing teftiraony, that thefe judgments are no ca- 
fual things, which the Atheift cannot anfwer, it being fo 
clear, i. That fuch figns and prodigies have beert in every 
age vifible to the world's experience, and the graved hifto- 
ries, both of ancient and latter times, do fully witnefs- 2* 
That fuch things (hould alfo .be previous to great revolutions 
in the world ; we know the Scripture is moft exprefs, Joel 
ii. 30. Luke xxi. 11. and as we (hould guard againft any 
fuperftitious refpeft, we would alfo beware of ftupid athe- 
ifdcal inadvertency at thefe ftrange works of the Lord, which 
call both for fear and obfervation. 3. That fuch have been 
ufually previous to great calamities and judgments on a 
people, is a thing that all ages muft witnefs, even thefe who 
have been moft cautious and difcerning in their time, who 
could not fhuri this as a remark, Herodotus doth fet that 
down as a thing moft fure in his fixth b6ok. Cum Dens pu- 
niturus Cjfl gent em ^ urhem^ prodigiis id folet ftgmficare: and 
Lucan could tell what went before the Romanes civjl wars, — 
fuperlque rHhiaces prodigiis terras implerunt. Yea, it can 
hardly be inftaneed any great change or revolution in the 
earth, which hath not had fome fuch extraordinary herald 
going before. 4. Can the world deny how fometimes thefe 
prodigious figns have been fnaped out to point at the very 
nature of the ftroke then imminent, by a ftrange refem- 
blance to the fame, fuch as a flaming fword in the air, the 
appearance of armies fighting, even fometimes upon the 
earth, to the view of many moft fober and judicious on- 
lookers, alfo fliowers of blopd, the noife of drums, and 
fuch like, which are known ufually to go before war and 
commotions. 

Ninths That there are evil fpirits, Epli. vi. 12. Rev. xxw 
2. 3. and a diabolical power, fuch as the * Scripture hath 
held forth, whofe conftant work is the ruin and undoing of 
man, is a truth not only witnefled from that experience 
Chriftians have of their aiTaults, but is undeniable by th^ 
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world and greateft Atheifts, except they deny the difcovery 
of fenfe as well as reafon. 

I confefs, it may caufe fear and aftonifliment to think oxi 
this, that fpirits fo knowing, and onc6 originally excellent, 
have fallen thus into fuch an height of indignation againft 
infinite goodnefs, that it is now their only aim and pleafure 
to diflionour God, and dcftroy his image in man. It fhould 
indeed caufe us fear him that fpared not the angels who fin- 
ned. But the truth itfelf is fure, that fuch a party is at this 
day cncompafling the earth, and trafficking up and down 
there, to prove which by arguments, were to light a candle 
to let men fee that it is day, while it is known, what ordi- 
nary faniiliar converfe many have therewith, and alas too eafy 
to: difcern that power, which the prince of this world hatfc 
upon the children of difobedience, how obvious are the 
marks of his conqueft almoft every where ? thoufands lying 
in his chains, how far do we fee many transformed, even to 
the very image of the Devil^ which in thefe defperate prodi- 
gious a£ts of wickednefs that are oft in the world may ap-» 
pear, fuch whereat we fhould think human nature, though 
corrupt could not but tremble, yea, look on with horror? how 
many in all ages have even been in an exprefs covenant with 
them, and is not there a great part of the earth, where the 
Devil is vifibly and audibly known, where he hath a kind of 
neighbourhood with men? but there being no need for fuch 
a demonftration, I only here aim to hold forth what a con- 
cerning truth this is, and of great confequence if ferioufly 
confidered, yea, how both the Scripture and Chriflian reli- 
gion, is hereby evidently confirmed fince thefe things muft 
neceflarily follow* ■ ■ ' 

I, That in this the Scripture is truely fulfilled which doth 
witnefs what thefe fpirits are, adverfaries to man, in their 
nature and inclination defperately evil, whofe actings in the* 
earth have a vifible tendency; to men's hurt and ruin, ^yea, 
their pretended favours always dir^fted to that end, Whence 
we fee fuch a natural in-bred horror which is in man againft 
them. .; , 
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1. That it is no common thing which they fo much purfue, 
fomething more precious than the body, for which fo great 
and cruei an adverfary is in continual labour, for their aft* 
ings have no fuch tendency to ruin men's eftate in the world; 
no, it is mod evident this is the foul, the immortal foul, tot 
undo them in that great intereft, which is the mark whereat 
they level, that poor man might be (barer of that mifery un- 
der which they are concluded. 

3. Is it not an undeniable confequence of this truth that 
there muft be an invifible world that hath inhabitants of 
another kind than fuch as are here, that fure there is fome 
being aboyc man, yea, a real correfpondence betwixt men 
and fpirits, and fhould not man thus placed in a middle eftate 
betwixt the angels and the beafts here below, partaking in 
his body with the one, but in his reafonable foul with the 
other, thence raife himfelf to thoughts of fome more excel- 
lent condition, for which he is framed, than a fenfual life, 
and that furely the foul hath an intereft in another world 
which he ftiould moft look after? 

4. Muft not this atfq be fure that there is an invifible 
guard, and thefe defperate fpirit$ are under reftraint by a 
power ftronger than they, virhich can bound their malice, 
for this may be certain tliat thefe who have fo great enmity, 
to man, are fo near and have fuch advantages over us, cpuldi; 
not keep at fuch a diftance, but that they are kept in chains 
by a higher power. 

* 5. How is it, that now by the gofpel and within this pre-.^ 
cinft of the church, Satan's power is fo much reftrained in 
refpeft of former times, while it is known what a familiar 
converfe they had with men, did even haunt their houfes and 
were fo public in their appearance. under fuch names of fai- 
ries and brouriies, which ,Cn'ce the breaking up of the light of 
the gofpel hath not been, yea, hath not the Devil to this day 
an open throtie and dominion in thefe parts of the. earth 
where Chrift is not worfhipped; it is alfb known, how the 
oracles of old did ceafe, and tliat public worfhip which the 
l^orld for many ages had given theoi, with the very time cf 
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Chrift's appearance, and breaking up of the gofpel^ thefe 
night beails getting to their dens, when once the day was 
broke up. Plutarch and other Heathen writers arc a wit- 
nefs to this. 

6. Whence is it that within the church where Satan is moft 
reftrained, yet there he doth more ftir than in all the world 
befides? doth it not (hew that that is the party with which 
he is at war, hence doth he more rage, the more clear the 
light (hineth, yea, is there not feen fomething, befides men's 
natural enmity at the truth, even a fury and violence, where- 
with fome are vifibly driven in their aftings with fuch an in-^ 
fatiable cruelty againft the followers of Chrift, \vithout the 
lead ihadow of provocation, as holds forth a vive refem- 
blance of the Devil, and fome violent prcffure and incite- 
ment from that airth. 

7. Is it not fure that there is fuch a party by this, that he 
IS an adverfary to God and holinefs, for which he doth fo 
Jmpetuoufly tempt and prefs men to the outward afts of fin, 
yea, that there is a fpirit of blafphemy which fo vifibly rageth 
in the world, and afts men to war againft heaven with their 
tongues by curfing and blafphemous oaths, which hath no 
carnal pleafure or gain, but yet cannot forbear, from a vio* 
lent incitement, which may be feen fwaying to the fame. 

8. Whence is it, which is fo very known and notour, that 
thefe horrid Wretches who give themfelves to the Devil, can- 
not enter into any formal engagement without renouncing 
Chrift and their baptifm, doth it not fliew that direct oppb- 
fition he ftands in to Chrift, yea, to the very name and (had- 
ow of Chriftianity. 

9. Whence is it, that even the grofleft Atheifts upon any 
appearance of ^the Devil, or apprehenfion from that airth, 
will not then make fcom of prayer, but turns in earneft to 
that, which at other times they mocked. O! doth it not 
fiiew men's Atheifm is their judgment, that not only there 
is a dreadful horror and fear, which by nature men h^ve of 
^h€fe evil fpirits^ but fome in-brcd fenfe alfo; and impreffioft 
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of a Deity, which doth bewray Itfelf whether they will or 
not, in a preffing ftrait and extremity. 

Tenthy That there is fuch an enmity betwixt the feed of 
the woman and the Terpen t, as the Scripture hath held forth, 
is very manifeft, a truth wherein the world may fee the 
Scripture clearly verified, Gal. iv. 29. 
■ It is truely ftrange, that this putteth net men to more fe- 
rious thdughts, to purfue fuch a thing to its true rife, wha^ 
ihould caufe fuch a violent and unreafpnable contrariety a- 
gainft,.the way and followers of God; for here upon grave 
reflexions, they muft needs fee that their way in this is a 
convincing witnefs to the truth of the Scripture, which 
might put them in fome other humour, yea;, help to turn this; 
poifon into an antidote againft itfelf, but this is fure and Un- 
deniable, the difcovery whereof cannot but ftare the greateft 
Atheift in the face, from thefe convincing evidences. 

1. That it is feen no private quarrel which. ever was among . 
men, hath been with fuch vigour and malice purfued as this 
upon the account of religion, which hath ftill put the world 
more in a flame than any private intereft, yea, it is very 
manifeft how men are carried with, the fpate of their own 
natural inclination, to oppofe the church and people of God, 

2. That this feud and enmity could never be taken up 
through all the fucceflions of time, a ftrife which is not late 
begun, to be feen only in one age, betwixt the children of 
the bond-woman and of the free, no, the moft fage and 
wife amoiigft men, the greateft peace-makers, could yet ne- 
ver fall on a way to reconcile thefe two parties, but the chil- 
dren have ftill fei-ved themfelves heirs to the quarrel and ha- 
tred of their fathers againft the church, 

3. Is it not feen that thefe who are more civil, and can 
hold a little up with the form of religion, yet will break 
fprth in greateft rage againft the power thereof when once 
it begins to appear? it is indeed here that in-bred contrariety, 
which is in men againft holinefs doth bewray itfelf, even in 
tjiefe who are otherwife noted for a calm and peaceable difpo-* 
fition, while once they begin to be fcorched with its heat. 
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4. What ftrong natural antipathy is this, which . cauf- 
eth men purfue with fo much bitternefs thefe from whom 
they never had any perfonal injury? fure their confcience 
mufl: oft tell that they have no reafon, or any other provo- 
cation than what is from the appearance of the image of God 
in fuqh; but this is their nature and difpofition, an enmity 
which they can no more help, than they can change their 
nature, or the leopard can change its fpots. / 

5. From what a ftrong inclination and inward principle 
doth the world thus a£i: in its oppofition to the church and 
followers of God? whilft it is clear, though thefe were never 
fo quiet and peaceable, yet their enemies are ftill reftlefs, and 
cannot fleep befide them. 

6. It is feen how this doth feparate betwixt neareft friends 
and relations, and alienate fuch who have fometimes been 
moft dear to other, no bond in nature fo ftrait which it will 
not break, it doth oft fet the hufband againft the wife, and 
the parents againft the children; yea, when religion once 
breaks up in a corner of a land or a family, doth it not then 
make a vifible jar, and put all in a flame? 

7. It is clear, that when once grace appeareth in men 
they are as a fign and wonder to a profane generation, the 
world doth then fenfibly change her countenance, and look- 
cth like a^ ftep-mother; while on the other hand it is clear, 
that profeflbrs turning loofe, and running to that excefs cf 
riot with others,' will caufe their old adverfaries warm to- 
wards them, and, alas! proveththe fureft way to gain men's 
friendftiip, while the world thinks they are their own, when 
once they turn profane. 

Eleventh, That the creature is made fubje^t to vanity be- 
Caufe of (in, which not only the wifeft of men, but the Spi^ 
tit doth witnefs, that things here beneath the fun are indeed 
vanity and vexation of fpirit, Rom. viii. 20. Eccl. ii. 1 1. is a 
piece of the Scripture in fuch great letters, written forth to 
the view of men, that none can be ftrangers thereto. 

It is true, the caufe and folid remedy of this fo general a 
complaint, is only reached by the godly man, who knoweth 
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how to read the vanity of the creature as a piece of the fulj 
filling of the word, and doth ferioufiy confider things as they 
are, and not as they appear^ but it is alfo fure, that in every 
age, through the various changes of man's life, this is fo clear- 
ly witnefled, that the mo ft; grofs and brutifh cannot fhift the 
convi£lion thereof, but in one of thefe two times have been 
forced to a public acknowleding of the fame at death, when 
they are leaving the world, or in a day of ftrait, when the 
world is leaving them. Now, to demonftrate this, I fliall 
here but offer thefe few queries : 

1 , Have not the greateft inftances of the glory of the world 
been ufually the greateft examples of its vanity and change ? 
How few hath ambition raifed, but it hath alfo ruined, yea, 
given the foreft fall to thefe it had lifted moft high? What 
fudden changes do attei>d great men and high pla(!es, which 
thefe who fit low do efcapej fure, if the tragedies of princes, 
and fuch who in their condition have been raifed above 
others, were put by themfelves in record, it (hould make a 
great volume, and fhew how their glory and profperous eftate 
did only make their fall the more obfervable. , 

2, Is it not obvious, what a frail dying difpofition is in all 
worldly things, that even the greateft kingdomjs and politic 
bodies to maintain, which neither policy nor ftrength was 
wanting, yet, like natural bodies of men, had their inevita- 
ble periods, their youth and flourifiiing times, tlieir declin- 
ing and old age, and at laft even brought to their grave*, hath 

^not the glory of greateft empires and monarchies funk in the 
duft-, yea, fcarce a heap of ftones left this day to tell us 
where once famous cities have ftood, Nuncfeges eft uhi Trojn 

Juit; the ruins whereof, and fuch excellent pieces of the 
world, doth clearly {hew that certain diffolution of the whok 
fabric at laft. ' 

3, What a fmall diftance we may fee betwixt extremities 
in outward things, even greateft plenty and poverty,, the 
higheft place and a low condition, fo that the morning 
hath feen fome happy and flouriftiing in the world, wliorn 
the evening hath fecn miferable, and in a moft fliort time> 
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fuch who have been objefts of envy and admiration, made 
the objefts of men's contempt and pity; yea, have fo fud- 
denly difappeared, have funk into fo little bounds, that men 
have been put nar/owly to conCder them, and w^ith admira- 
tion afk, are thefe they who were onefe a terror in the land 
of the living, and their place hath not been found, who a 
few days before feemed to place the'mfelves alone in the 
midft of the earth ? 

4. What elfe is it but the very prefent moment of timie 
that maketh fuch a difference betwixt the rich and poor, 
fince as to what is paft, and the by-gone time, men's happi- 
nefs and mifery m^y be reckoned as though it had never 
been. Nam quicquid retro ejl mors tenet; and who but a fool . 
would boaft of that which is to 'come, a thing fo uncertain? 
This only is fure, that a few days wilt make all conditions e- 
qual, when the bones of the rich, and the duft of the great- 
eft princes will not be difcernable from thefe of the poor 
man, 

. 5. Is there any thing fo pleafant, which hath not a worm 
at the root thereof, a moth which naturally breeds in the 
moft fatisfying enjoyments, that quickly eats out the heart 
thereof, and blafts their hope before the harveft? How oft 
is greateft longing in the purfuit of things turned to loath- 
ing and wearinefs when obtained, becaufe it is not the na- 
ture of the thing fo much as an humour, and the novelty 
thereof, that maketh them pleafant; hence many fenfual 
men have turned monaftic, and greateft monarchs become 
melancholy, yea, how ufual is it "for many to furvive their 
pleafures, and bury their joy and delights in the world, even 
before themfelves, while nothing remains of all their former 
enjoyment^ but fome fad (ighs and groans, with a heavy 
farev/ell. 

6. Is it not found, that riches and abundance of the eartll 
doth load more than it fills, and men's wealth only furthei^ 
heightens their wants? how very poor are fome amidft their 
fulnefs, more than thofe who earn their bread with fore la- 
bour, whom the world doth^wholly polTcfs, while they do 
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not at all poffefs it, neither is it in their power to make afe 
of that they have? yea, are they not fick, and die in princes' 
courts, as well.as in the meaneft cottage, and the complaints 
of the great and rich, ufually more than thefe of the poor? 
Sure it is known, that the great man doth oftener want a 
ftomach and reft, than the poor want meat and a bed to 
lie in. 

7. In what an endlefs circle do voluptuous men move 
from one thing to another, in a perpetual fearch after other 
enjoyments t6 fatisfy their fpirits? which Iheweth what a 
great want is there, which ftill calls for variety of things, 
and fome freffi fupply to take oflF the wearinefs of one plea- 
fure by another, elfe the delight they have therein would 
quickly languifh and wear out ? yea, is it not ftill found, that 
the beft of outward things are not on a near approach what 
they feemed to be at a diftance, the eye not fatisfied with 
feeing nor the ear with hearing, but the more they are pref*- 
fed the lefs they yield, neither do they enjoy fuch things 
with moft fatisfaftion, who take a fiill draught, who wallow 
and fteep themfelvesin their enjoyments, being more in ex- 
peftation than in poireffion, fo that fometimes men's attain- 
ing their defire, hath caufed their delight and pleafure in 
thefe things ceafe. ' . 

8. It is alfo clear, that outward things are incident to the 
worft, without making them the better, and feparable from 
the beft, without making them the worfe, and whit can fij- 
ver and gold fuit an immortal foul, or anfwer fuch a capa- 
city, more than virtue and godlinefs could anfwer to fill an 
empty cheft, or, glafs bottle. 

9. How rare i» it for men to get their lot in the world 
brought up to their defire? but are ftill at fome jar with 
their prefent condition, fo that oft there needs no more to 
turn men difcontent but the thought of fome lot, which they 
apprehend more fatisfying than their own, the want where- 
of turns them more difquiet than all their enjoyments are 
pleafing; yea, it is alfo evident, many men's labour and dif- 
quiet doth increafe with their wealth, and turns the flame 
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more violent, and that even in the condition of the poor there 
is fomething the great man is made to envy, while the poor 
may find caufe oft-times to pity and companionate fofne 
great men in the midft of their profperous eftate. 

10. What is the enjoying of the beft of the e^rth but its 
very paffing away, while it perifheth in the prefent ufe? 
and what? are not men going through the world and leav- 
ir^ it behind them in the midft of their moft Satisfying en- 
joyments? is not the excellency of moft outward things 
Qnly according to opinion or the inftitution of men, while 
they have but fmall intrinfic worth from their own quality ? 
In fome parts of the earth whitenefs is reckoned deformity, 
and the blackeft colour the greateft beauty, and therefore 
they paint the Devil white j what a poor fmoke is fwelling 
titles of honour if foberly weighed? while the proud man's 
happinefs doth fome way hang upon the poor who go by, 
which they muft beg from others with the greateft artifice j 
and would the. choiceft jewels, or a bag of gold laid upon 
the heart of a dying man, any way quiet his fpirit or eafe his 
pain? ftirely this is vanity, 

11. Is it not oft feen amidft the various changes of the 
earth, princes and gre^t men walking on foot, and fervants 
riding on horfeback, the children oft put to aflc an alms from 
fuch who have ferved their fathers ! fools loaded with wealth 
and great ftiles, while men of the choiceft fpirits are buried 
under contempt and poverty; yea, do we not fee how quick- 
ly men are cried up and down in the world, that which in 
one age is raifed, is oft razed in another? yea, many at ' 
much labour to undo that which others .have done with 
greateft care and expence? what a fore vanity is this? 

12. Will not the want of a very fmall thing oft imbitter 
the pleafanteft lot, and turn it into wormwood and gall ? the 
fmalleft touch of pain, the gravel, or tooth-ach, yea, even 
fome melancholy thought will make men difrelifti all their 
prefent enjoyments; what torment doth a fmall ruffle and 
affront oft prove to the proud man^ even in the midft of his 
glory? Is it not alfo found, how carnal mirth and joy, mm' 
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wallowing in the delights of the world, hathftill in the clofc 
a bitter fling and Harfh way-gate, which, as the fhadow at- 
tends the body, is the native and unfeparable confequent there- 
of, and fnrely that may be eafy to difcern, there is no condi* 
tion which can want a crofs, or fome mixture of difcontent, 
even when there is Icaft feen caufe. 

I would add, which cannot want a remark in every time, 
that while men feem to be at the top, and furtheft period §f 
their thoughts and proje£ls, have things according to their 
defire brought to fome happy clofe, they are oft then upon 
fome turn and change in their condition, either by death or 
fome very fact crofs, and even in that day thiir thoughts 
have periftied; truely, fuch as are wife obfervers of the 
world, and of the couffe of things thereip, may oft fee how 
ufual a tryft this is, that when there is too bright a fun- 
blink in outward profperity, if great fobriety and imoderation 
do not accompany the fame, it is an ominous and fatal pre- 
fage of a ftbrrp, and ad fummam quicquid venit, ad exitufn 
ptope ejl, 

Twelfth J There is this truth, whiph hath in aU ages beeii 
ciearl^j^witnefied, even to the conviftion of- the world, that 
the end of the upright man is peace ^ and integrity, whatever 
rub it may feem to hsi^ve by the way, yet hath a fweet and^ 
comfortable clofe, Pfal, xxxvii, 37. 

There is an undeniable truth, not only becaufe the faints 
are then entering into perfeft peace, but it is alfo clear, that 
however the godly man may have very fharp affaults in the 
clofe of his days, and fome who have fhined very bright do fet 
in a dark cloud, their evening full of forrow and bitternefs, 
yea, their refleftion on fome fad flip which they have made by^ 
the way bearing them company even to the grav^ yet thi^ 
truth is flill verified, yea, ^lay be difcemable to tlie conviftion 
of by-flanders, that integrity and an uj)right walk hath much 
peace in the end, and doth land men upon a comfortable 
. harboiir, anent which I tan appeal the world, and tlie moft 
ordinary on-lookers, if this hath not been oft Very convinc*- 
ing and difcernable to them, from many inftances of th| 
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Lorcl*s ufual way with tKefe who have been faithful in their 
generation, at their death, from that teftimony which they 
have then given to this, yea, from moft vifible figns and evi- 
dences hereof even upon their countenance and carriage, 
whilft it is feen, 

1. How great an advantage fuch ufe to have above 'others 
when death approacheth, fo that it hath not been Balaam^i 
w^h alone, to die the death of the righteous, and to have his 
latter end like theirs, but the word of men are ftill forced to 
witnefs their refpeft to the lot of a dying Chriftian, and 
would wifli a fhare thereof when it comes to their turn, anent 
which Imayaik the greateft mockers at religion, and at the 
life of a godly man, if they can poffibly fhun this convic- 
tion, that furely fuch are of the beft eftate, and at the great* 
eft advantage in their end. 

2. This I am fure cannot be hid from the world, what 
abundant peace tlje faints do then teftify in their choicej 
what a prefent unfpeakable complacency they have with this, 
that they valued Chrift above all other advantages, did choofe 
affliftion rather' than fin, and now while they are turninjg 
their face to the wall, finds the witnefs of a good confcience, 
and of God's approbation fo fweet a feaft, that their joy and 
peace on this account they cannot fmother or keep in, but 
declare to all who ftand by what they find 5 and truely, it 
hath beeh oft feen, how the inward joy which fome of thefe 
have had, hath exceeded their outward pain, been more 
fenfible to them than their ficknefs; yea, have been in leaving 
the world much more cheerful than thefe whom they left 
behind. 

3. It is alfo known, and may be very obvious to by-ftan- 
ders, hoAKMvith a fweet compofure and recumbency of foul 
fuch have laid themfelves upon the promife in that hour^ 
while they were grappling with the king of terrors, their 
fpirit then quiet and calm, having taken the truth and telli- 
mony of God for their fliield and buclder, which may tell 
the world what another kind of fecurity and confidence thefe 
liave beyond others j yea, that furely the ground on which 
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this confidence is founded, muft be a tiling that is able to 
bear out the greateft ftorm and aflault, an4 is fomething 
above nature. 

4.. Is it not clear, that even an untimely and violent death 
could not let or fruftrate that peace, which integrity caufeth 
in the clofe? for innumerable inftances can witnels, what 
marvellous joy and fatisfaftion the faints have fhewed at a 
' |lake, and upon a fcafFold, and thence have had more cheer- 
ful going out of time, than the rich man ftretched upon his 
foft bed, or the greateft monarch amidftall outward advan- 
tages; fure vre muft fay, that fweet refrefliing clofe of the 
upright man, hath never been more vifible, and writ iti great- 
er letters, than in fuch a cafe. 

5. What very fad conflifts have fomc of the faints had in 
their life, yea, even upon the fetting of the fun have be^n put 
to cry out through fqre perplexing fears and doubts, where- 
with they have been affaulted, who have aj: laft had this turn- 
ed into a fong, and fuch a marvellous change •in their cafe, 
as hath not been more fcnfible to themfelves, than difcem- 
able to all on-lookers, like a fudden calm and fun-ftiine after 
fome dark ftorm. I muft here afk the Atheift, and fuch as 
reckon godlinefs but a fancy, whence fhould fo ftrange, fo 
fudden, and great alteration proceed, that thefe who a little 
before were under fuch horror could have no reft, no argu- 
ments could do their turn, do thus witnefs the abundant 
peace of their fouls, yea, which is oft feen that fervent de- 

. fire wherewith fome of the faints are taken away, the very 
luftre of heaven being upon their countenance, how marvel- 
lous and piercing are their words, which may clearJy teU 
that;iow they feel, they fee, and have got fome glance of that, 
M^hich on-lookers cannot reach,^ though they cann^ deny an 
acknowledgment of this. 

6. Muft not the world grant, yea, the greateft enemies to 
godlinefs allow tfeis charity, that fure this peace and joy 
which fuch have witnefTed at death can be no counterfeit, 
that there is no temptation could thus bias them to deceive 
Qthers, and themfelves in a matter of fuch high concern-. 
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mcrtt, and at a time when it is expefted the grofleft af men 
>«rould fpeak truth; yea, that this doth appear, while men can- 
not in the leaft charge the dying Chriftian with any diftempef 
in his judgment, but while they have been mod compofed, 
flayed and prefent in mind, and as to other things of their 
concernment, moft deliberate and foberj even then they 
have borne this witnefs. 

(f ) Since that peace and joy which integrity hath in the 
clofe of the day, when the faints are dying is undeniable, 
even to the convidiion of the world, I would add fomething 
anent that great truth, the immortality of the foul and its 
fubfifting after death, to which this joy, when the Chriftian 
is fihifhing his courfe hath a fpectal refpe£t, and is a tiuth 
wherein the Scripture's accomplifhment, and ,the certainty 
of that blefled record, may be convincingly witneffed, and 
demonftrate to the world, for it is thus,. (I mean by the light 
of the Scripture) that life and immortality is brought to light, 
and made known to the fons of men. I know this feems fo^ 
common and uncontroverted a thing an after-being of th6 
foul, and its eternal fubfiftenc^, that to fay more, than the 
naming of it may be looked on as impertinent; but Oh! how * 
unkn6wn a truth is it, of which there needs no more to fhew 
the little folid perfuafion men have, but that it is fo ufually 
, paft with fo few, and thefe very common thoughts; it is 
not indeed much queftioned, not becaufe it is believed, and 
men are fare thereof, but becaufe they are not in eaniefl; 
about fuch a thing ;% concerns the world to keep a dif- 
tance from a thorough knowledge of that, which would be 
their torment to know, and there is caufe for this fad regret 
within the church, that the moft great and fundamental 
thiths therein our comfort is moft concerned, are ufually 
leaft ftudied; but O! fhould it not put us to other thoughts 
if we could have a ferious look of this; it may truely be faid 
the better part is fo buried in the worft part, that until men 
are dying few lay this to heart, that their fouls muft live for 
ever; yea, njuft onc^part fellowftiip with the body, and en- 
ter in another world, and an unknown ftate until the refur-f 
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reftibn; what I intend herf is only a (hort touch at this 
great truth, as it is a convincing witnefs to the Scripture and 
the accomplifhment thereof j anent which I would offer thefe 
three to be confidered. r. How exprefs and clear a tefti- 
mony the Scripture gives to this. 2. On \;^hat plain and 
undeniable grounds of reafon this truth is demonftrable to 
the world. 3. How great ^riling it is to believe and be af- 
furedly perfuaded thereof j for it feems men rather dream 
than have their judgments ferioufly exfercifed, or are in ear-t 
neft about fuch a thine* * ^2 

As to the firft, it is undeniable that not only the Sctip- 
ture holds this forth, but that there, only tnen have a clear 
and fight difcoFery of it, it is indeed known, what glances 
the world liath had of this, y^, what hath been wtit there- 
on, by fome whofe fole guide was the light of nature in this 
fcarchj but it is no lefs evident, how very dark and uncer- 
tain thefe have been 5 they could not fhift fome ^nvidiop 
thereof, but it was through^a dark clojid, and as fome plea- 
fant dream they looked thereon j becafufe they did iio*know 
its rife and original, and what jthe end was to which in it^ 
tiifiings it ought to be directed; they knew not what its after- 
condition could truely mean, thence with fuch wavering and 
uncertssfhty do they exprefs their thoughts, I do, not Wre 
mean the fchools of Epicurus only, to whom the foul was 
•tiut a complexion of atoms, but ye fee ho^^r perplexed and^' 
uncettain both Arijlotle ^nd other/of thefe |otous ancients 
have fliewed themfelves,anent this, wM8h fpeaks out mox^y 
fome perplexed jjnd difovd^red notion, A^hich they could not 
ward off, than any clear an(^c^ain difcovery, which they 
had on folid grc^inds thereof, for theyJbie^ not tl^l^crip- 
ture, where its original, whence it is, ^ri(Lwhether it ihult re- 
turn, are fo clearly held forth, EccL xii. 7. and you may- 
further fee, Heb. xii. 9. Gen. ii. 7#.I^e xvi. 22. 23. i-Pet* 

iii.9. ^ .* ' 

2. This grave teftimony which the Scripture o^QoS^fces- 
bear to fuch a truth, may be alfo held forth tG|*?h? world 
|mm fuch a clear and rational dtmonilration, that ^he moft 
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brutifh of men can hardly finkyfo far into the condition of a 
beaft, to deny they have a never dying foul, which will not 
go to the dull, or inherit corruption with the body. I (hould 
be ioath to borrow fo much of your time, by any difcourfe 
on a fubje£l, which by others hath been fo much handled, 
for which there are many, many arguments unanfwerably 
demonftrative of this truth, b6th phyfical*and moral; yet 
having mentioned it I cannot altogether pafs the fame with- 
out a touch at fome few that may be moil convincing and 
obvious. I*. ^ you fhould queftfon the being and fubfiftence 
of the foul after death, you muft alfo deliy its frame, that it 
is a fimple, immaterial and a£live fubftance, which hath 
neither quantity li&r pajrts, and is not. compounded of any 
principle^, and therefore c^n be refolved to none. 2. Do 
but confider, if |Jie foul have no caufe of corruption, and 
from no contraries can fufFer oppofition as the body does^ 
through ^e prevalency of heat or cojd, how {hould it then 
admit of^ diflblution with the Body; for you know genera- 
tion atadc^truption they are by, contraries, ahd if you argue 
from any natural caufe, it m\|ft furely be ono of two, which 
makes the foul partake with the body, in its decay and moul- 
d/ering down •, either a dependefice on matter, as the foul of 
thUbeaft hath, which is but a material form, or cUconflift 
from contrary qualities, which you fcnow helps the body's 
Rafting and its fall;' but "I think you would; not fo far cqn4 
tradid^ reafoil'l6 a^Bedge ^y of thefe anent thi foul of t^an. 
3. Confider if^by thfefe difeafes to whfch the body is fubje£l, 
tlie foul is not reacfeeci, 'muft it^ ifqt alfo haye a diilin6!: ex- 
iftence from it? and I afn fureJ/^ou muft grant the foul doth 
not d^l:|^ly^fuffSr f^m any'outward difeafes, but the body 

'^inay be under Inexnnqfllble pain aiid ahguifti, when there is 
a fvireet calm and ferenity within. 4. Does not this witnefsi 
that th^oul lies not ^yjng with the body, itor fails with it 
fince it fuffi^s no decreafe, but isTound ftrong and vigorous 

' ip '^i^^^^'lgSj. when the flefli is brought* low and on a viiibie 
dgcay; yeS^ it not at the gteateft advantage in its exercifc 
and diicermn";, the moi^e,f<^ara*eii;-om the body and fenfibi^ 
VoL.f: , Hh ' " . 
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things, now, it is fure that cannot be deftruftive to the foul 
in its being, which is fa fubfervient to it in its operation, I 
think thefe who ever obferved the joy and peace of a dying 
Chriftian, and the excellent frame and compofure of their 
foul, under a pained and languifhing body through many 
difeafes, may clearly fee this truth, and there read a le£ture 
of the in^ortality-of the foftl^ 5. Will you confider, cau 
the foul of mart have a dependence on *he body in its being, 
when it does no way depend thereon ik its afHngitnd exer- 
cife; for it is fure it do^ truely a£t, yea, hatllisiblear ratio- 
cination even when the body fleeps, and O ! does it not prove 
that this foul that is found walking when Ae othejr is aflqep, 
muft have atidi{lin<^ fubfiftence and live mien it dies. Sili 
you admit that there are ipirits^nd incorporeal beirtgs which 
do a£l: without a body, and yet have a tri| and real fubfift- 
ence, can you doubt or cjueftion the exiting of the foul, or 
its exercifing the faculties ^hereof without the bod^ though 
you do not reach how this fliould be; ^d if there oe indeed 
a converfe and intercourfe betwixt u« and fpirifflba^pfe^gsj 
yea, a truth in fellowfhip witU God the Father of Spirit^ ^ 
O! may not this fatisfyingly dentonftrate that exiftence and 
afting of the foul, even wh^n the body is at a diftance aft4 
in the ^ve. 7, Conffidr, that which you muft g^^nt SRli 
a dominion and pre-eminence over the body, by its making 
t national choice of good, when it l»«i6ft crofs teethe defire* 
and delight of the flefh; ^yea, can^t onlyrtd^lfcnine it to en- 
dure moft grievous tornjentg, but does t)ft witnefs a fpecial 
delegation theri^n, nniftntinot be tom^hing truely diftinO: 
from the body which can ha^ afubfiftence without it J. now 
this I am fure y(ki will not deny, that Aere isftich^ ^9mi- 
nion over the flefh ^d a captivating Ipf Jit to the law in the'- 
mind, which the moft fenfual and brutifii will not de^y in 
many inftances, how h^e acquajnjjince foev^tlfty iavc 
with it themfelves. 8. Since ^ere is a difcoveryand know- 
ledge of things, nofonly above the reach and imm-ejlcig^ qiC 
fenfe, but even contrary thet^to^ that men do rpla^any judge 
and aflent to ttuth^, whifSi^^rufly. contradi^ the|r £eiifes> 
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as the rotundity of the earth, which feems to us a plain, &c. 
O ! does it not fhew this foul in 'man, which can fo far foar 
, above the earth, and does fo far exceed the body, muft t>e of 
a more excellent mould, and fomething truely different from 
it; I (hall but add, what means that war and ftruggling, 
which to every Chriftian is known betwixt the flefli and the 
fpiritj yea, to every man is known betwixt him and his na* 
tiiral confcience, what means thefe reflex zGts of the foul on 
itfelf, thefe marvelloius produfts of the underftanding and 
new difcoveries, why are men fo anxious and concerned 
. about their furviving name, which is a moft poor airy acci- 
dent not worth the regarding, if there were a deftru£kion of 
the whole ? what means that marvellous deportment of -fo 
many martyrs for the truth, that^ they fliould (hew fuch a 
joy and fatisfa£ti6n amidft their torments, as though they 
had no bodies, thqplejifure of the foul fo far overcoming 
the pain of the flefti ? what means fo univerfal a confent tg 
this truth, that thefe who hate and fear it, yet cannot te 
rid thereof? and I muft alfo alk, how are the choice and the 
excellent of the earth, fo oft crufhed under the feet of their 
opprelBbrs, whUft thefe wretches do oft wallow in all fatis- 
fying outward delights, yea, fometimes go hence without 
baffds in thSir death; in a word, O! what is it that makes fo 
vaft a difference betwixt men and beafts, fince thefe you fee 
have a fenfual life, want not fome natural fagacity, and have 
their enjoyments by the l?nfes as well as man. 

3. Let us confider how great and aftonifliing a truth this 
is; O immortality! do men believe it? the foul's furviving 
the body, and that conditiop \$rherein it will enter, and yet 
have frfew thoughts thereof, for this is a matter of fuch 
concernment, that may turn much of our life in a continued 
wondering; I muft fay, can this be believed? our having an 
immortal foul, which is of a more excellent nature, and 
ineftimable value, than thefe vifible heavens, fun, moon, and 
ftars, for which no lefs than the blood of him who was trUe- 
ly God, could ranfom from cverlafting wrath, and yet we 
put fo fmaU a price thereot^? is it indeed believed hjy men, 

H*h2 ^ 

4 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



^44 THE FULFILLING ^ 

Vrhilft they are fo hot in their purfuit after the world, fince 
here is a queftion may filence all flefh, what fhould it avail a 
man to gain, were it the whole world, when it is purchafed - 
with the lofing of the foul; it is fure there is no imaginable 
proportion betwixt that and a piece of red earth, or betwixt 
a few years of time, and long eternity. I remember a paf- 
fage of worthy Mr. Blair^ our own country-man, who the 
firft time he heard Mr. Bruce ^prtzch faid, the fame of fo great 
a man caufed him expe6^ fomething very extraordinary 
from him; /but his whole fermon did prefs this truth of the 
fouFs being immortal, and that it was a great thing to believe '. 
it: he confefled it did at firft fome way amufehim, why he 
dwelt fo much upon fo known and common a fubje61:, but ^ 
after he found it was fome other thing than appears at the 
firft look, for which men^may difpute and' tofs it as a notion 
in the fchools, who never knew what lit was to believe the 
truth thereof; and that a ferious impreftion of it oij the heart 
is fomething elfe than a fwiming in the head, by fome or- h 
dinary fpeculation of this : O I what a truth, and what a- ^j 
ftoniftiment ftiould it caufe, if men would but fometimes go 
alone and confider, i. What it is they have thus held out 
to them, and how great a change is before them, which ere 
many days muft be in their condition, when once that ftrange 
ftep is pafled betwixt time and another world, which they 
can ftep but once. 2. That this marvellous change is truely 
near, time making long fteps, the veflel under full fail, 
• which carries forward men whether- they lleep or wake to ^ 
that port; for it is fure this cannot be long defferred, and it 
is very urifure, but this night thy foul may be required. 3. 
That this change muft be in a moment, in the very tvHnkling 
of an eye, and no Interval, but a prefent entering of the foul 
into that after-ftate, which ftiall then put the Chriftian in 
the fulnefs of an inconceivable joy, in the immediate pre- 
fence of God, in thaembracements of the mediatbr, among ft w 

the angels and fpirits of juft men made perfeft; but one 
moment alfo muft put others out of their fenfual pleafures 
and dcKghts, the prince x)fF his throne, and thefe who have 
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been wallowing in the world down to thefe dark and lioiTid 
prifons, where with the ceafing of the world's melody, they 
are forthwith met with that horrid noife and howling of the 
Devils, and of all the company^ of the damned. 4. Oh! i£ 
men would cojificfer what thoughts they fhall then have in 
another wotld, of that other world, and M^hat other thoughts 
of their former ftate and condition, how far they ^ill find 
this beyond all they ever thought or conceived at a diflance. 
5. Should it not caiife aftonifhment to think ^rioufly on 
this great change, which admits no after change, but that 
there long eternity is the true meafure of the foul's duration 
after death; O! what a long breathing word to be ever, 
ever bleffed or miferable, where the one hath no fear, and 
'^ can go no more out, and the other no hope, or poffibility 
thereof-, the hope of the hireling is not there, that he may 
change his mafter at the next term, for thefe gates are ever- 
laftingly fhut, by the decree of him who alters not. 
I Now, to (hut up this argument, I fhall offer one inflance 
more, wherein the world may fee the truth of the Scripture, 
and therewith of 2! divine providence convincingly demon- 
ftrate, if prejudice did not draw a vail, and obflrufl: fo ex- 
cellent a difcovery, it is this, that the way of God is perfeft, 
Pfal. xviii. 30. and that his works are perfefb, and his ways 
judgment, Deut. xxxii. 4. yea, that he does all things well, 
Mark vii. 37. which teftimoity then the multitude was forced 
to bear to this great truth; and, O! how great a truth is it, 
which can be faid neither of angels nor men, but to him hath 
a peculiar refpeft, even to him alone, in w^iofe way there is 
nothing crooked, no miftake, no inequality, nothing too much, 
or fupeftuous, nothing out of due time, that is either too foon 
or too late, nothing incongruous, nothing mifplaced, yea, in all 
he does nothing which is not befl done, which any' could rec- 
tify or make better, but in every piece of his work leaves mat- 
ter of wond&r behind, and thus declares himfelf to be God : I 
know this is a truth the world cannot well bear, but pretends 
a vifible^ontradiftion from the great diforder that things here 
feem to be Sa, for men will oppoi'c; to this, what a mJfcarry- 
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ing there is of inftruments, what a ftrange emergency there 
is of moft grievous and crofs accidents, the moft promifmg 
means frequently blafted, yea, how good and evil is fo 
ftrangely interwoven, and is not the prefent day oft undoing 
the work and labour of the former, yet, whatever the world 
can fay to darken this great truth, that the way, of the L^d "^ 
is abfoliitely perfeft, it muft fhine; yea, it does not want 
clearnefs, when by a thick interpofition betwixt us and the 
fame, thcr^may be need of clearing it, the fun ceafes not 
to fliine when the clouds obflruft its brightnefs^as to us 5 
O that thefe who will debate fo great a truth would but come 
near, and by a ferious perpending, confider the work of the 
Lord, then fliould they fee fo much in the daily traG and ^ 

adminiftration of providence, yea, even in moft ordinary paf- 
fages thereof, that might ^rreft their fpirit with aftonifli- 
tr^ty the difcovexy whereof they fhun by keeping at a dif- 
tance with it. , ^ _ 

I (hall touch a little this demonftration, how this piece of - 
divine truth is verified and writ out in the4cvent to the ob- 
fervation of the world, that they who cannot {piritually dif- 
cern th^ame, yet have fo much witnefTed tw dazzle their 
eyes, and force this acknowledgement, that the way of the 
Lord is perfefl:, and he hath done all things well; and for ^ 
clearing, I would offer fome particulars, though few, yet fo 
very compreh^five, that in a large meafure they reach not 
only thefe great works of God, wherein he moft eminently 
declares himfelf about the chiJrch, but takes in alfp the m©ft 
ordinary things of providence hiere under the fun, and therein 
demonftrates the certainty of this truth, "^ 

F'lrjly You may fee this clearly verified, that theWay of ^ 
the Lord is perfect in the whole flaifle an3 ftrufture of the ^ , 
church of Chrift Ifere, which i^made a great wonder, and an 
aftonifhing piece of the wbrk of God, beyond the moft ex- 
quifite human contrivance that ever was; it is tt^^e, her glory 
.that does mofl; afFeft the eye, and ravifti the heart, it is with* 
ia, and lies not in the common ^ad of men's ol^rvatiom ^ 

^ea, J^e^parts of this e«cellerij body, oft-timc3|ire in ij^eh/, ,^, 
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dlforder, as darkens the beauly^f the whole, the!*? is fuch an 

intermixture of the hay and (lubble of human inventions with 

this choice building, that helps to mar its order and beauty; 

the carved work alfo may be fpoilea and broken down, as 

with axes and hammers, yet with all thefe difadyantages, 

^ thire is a glory on the church of Chrift, an awful majefty, 

' fiich convincing marks of its grandeur, even under its ruins, ' 

a* have forced the world, and the great men thereof to con- 

fider that fight with wonder and amazement, which you fee, 

Pfal. xlviii. they faw, they nftfrvelled, and hafted away, and 

the preceding words give clear "reafon, for God was known 

in her palaces for a refuge, they faw fomething both in the 

grandeur and frame of the church, and in her prefervation, 

that forced them to fee that it was fomething more than 

human. ^ v ,. 

Now, to clear this a little, do but confider thefe^few inftgi- 

ces, whereth you may fee the great and ftupendious fabric 

of the church, and how all things are there well ordered by 

him who hatli ^med it: i. You may fee on what a dire 

foundation it is built, even that of the prophets and apoftlcs, 

which is the i||iGripf ure of God, whereon, as it is manifeftly 

foundedyit is no lei|i marvelloufly united and joined together 

in Jefus Chrift, who is the chief corner ftonej will you feri-' 

oufly confider the form of the houfe^ and the fafliions thereof, 

its goings out, and comings in, with all Its ^dinances, and 

there you may fee how marvel^oufly exaft airo uniform this 

building Is. 2. Is it iiot lik||pt^ife obvious that the church 

thus fitly joined together, and knit by all that the joint|do 

fupply, in its ^oje complex frame groweth up as a build- 

^ jng to Ae Lorcrr yea, is there not a very ftrait union and 

, correipondence %etwixt^lh the parts thereof, in the fame • 

faflfh and worihip, . that, though divld^ ip many *J)af eels 

. . through the wofw^ yet is mil cpie entire body, the union 

whereof, the variety of members, and thefe of fuch va/ious 

^ fi^e^hat, great inequality anv>ngft them in their growth. 

^ ♦ tlie ren^tiepefs of place, djjfF^reilt language^j^le, or change 

A^i^ iggui^g^yet cannot Reak off that near tip that joins WA 
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church of ftirift together. 3. What a wonderful coiltriv* 
ance is it, which is in the world, yet not of it, that fpreads 
itfelf among the nations, yet lofeth not its own diftinft 
being, is mixed with human focieties, yet an inclofure and 
incorporation by herfelf, a fountain of fweet waters fealed, 
though furrounded by this great fait ocean of the world, is 
made up of many particular churches, yet every part homo* 
geneous, and of the fame nature with tlie whole, and thougn 
it feems to be open to fore afTaults, yet is a defenced city,, 
which is impaled, hath both her walls and watchmen, her 
bulwarks and ftrong towers. %, This is of fuch a frame, that 
is both vifible and invifible, yet not two diftind: churches, 
though under diverfe confiderations it compreherids both 
without any jar, and hath communion with Jefus Chrift as 
l^er head for life, ftandincf related to him as his myftical 
hp^j and y^^t as a vifible politic body, is related alfo to him, 
as its fupreme head, by a political government an^guidance,* 
and hath an exprefs charter granted for its extents and rights. 
5, This muft be faid of it, though black, yet comely; tho' 
it does not want fome fpots, they do not fo far mar her beau- 
ty, but that in its feveral adminiftratioife th|fe appears a 
lingular grace; it hath indeed its blemilhes and failings, yet 
every meafure apd degree thereof does not forfeit her rela- 
tion, rights and privileges. 6. Is it not a marvellous frame* 
which does not want a corrupt mixture, yet in its rule and 
conftitutipn d^s allow no corruption; and though many 
are found grofs within, yet dofl» it difference betwixt the pre- 
cious and the vile; yea, fhuts its gates as well as it opens, 
and is no more tender and-eafy in her adrnifilpn, th^n awful, 
ilnd authoritative in her reje£tion. 7. Is fo%^ell coj|[litute,^ 
r that all her officers hath their appicintmept^ and eacn their 



• work zt\d charge^ dffig^^^) 7^^ ^o greater variety of fervffce • y. ^ 
and employments tnan<h^ 5s Cf gifts, Wlith from her head '^^ . 
are difpenfed^and fuited to the fame. 8. She. is of fuch a 

4. m£3uld'and frame, that thougji fhe can boafl of ^n .m^inric 

power withiri*j^felf, yet muft derive it from anotl^r foun- w ^ a 

* ^Mm; ^ea, mufyiiyc a directory*' affd rule from^r^pc»i)ft|X^^ 
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head and law-giver, for exercifing the afts of that power, 
which alfo hath its proper objeft, even the inward man, and 
its peculiar end, the edification of the body, to which this 
power and the. exercife thereof is direAed. 9. This is fuch 
a body, the members whereof are indeed fubjeft to the ma- 
giftrate, and denies no due obedience to that power, yet 
without any fubordination or fubjefting of the church as 
fqch to an human powerj, and though it hath not its autho- 
rity or jurifdiflion from men, it denies no juft refpeft to 
thgfe; it does bind and loofe' upon the earth, which no hu- 
man power can make void; and though caft in among the 
nations, yet by peculiar bounds is kept from all other focie- 
ties diftind; (he hath her judicatories, arid there a fubordi- 
nation of the lefler to the greater, yet no allowed pre-emi- 
nence and inequality amongft h^r officers; yea,^ though her 
government is truely monarchical with refpeft to her heid, 
for there isl)Ut one fupreme Lord, yet with refpeft to the 
fervants and officers, it is a mod excellent well tempeted ari- 
ftocracy, which feolds "off thefe gradual differences of power 
and greatnefs amongft them, which is fo much in ufe a- 
mongft the n^ions; in a word, O! will you confider this 
choice and exquifite frame, and you will {6e how both ten- 
dernefs and feverity doth here concur, what ^ healing there 
is here in her fharpeft rebukes and cenfures ; whilft a private 
eflay for gaining, is to go before a public and judicial pro* 
ce4ure; yea, her authoritative determinatfons, without pre- 
judice to the judgment of Chriftian prudence and difcretion, 
which belongs tb every one of her members : confider alfo 
how (he wears ngt out, but hath ftill a fpring after the vi^in- 

^ ter, hsL^ both her figns and her feafons, and whilft fhe is 
lofing, and in a decay as^o*particular members, fhe is ftill 
travailing in birth for a new .offspring a^ fucceffion: O! 

^that they who ftaifi afar would but come near andferioufly 
look on this rare piece of v/ork. Go about Zw«,' confider well 
Jjeti toSers and bulwarks ^ &c. that you may fee this is a fa- ^ 

•brip the ^rd hath founded^nd raifed up, 'lihd that furely 
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this piece of the word is therein fulfilled. His w^y is perfeB, 
and he does all things luell. 

Second, Ij5 not this great truth clearly demonftrate, not only 
in the frame, but in the whole conduft and adminifti;ation 
of providence about the church, which is indeed one of the 
jnaoft marvellous difcoveries we have of God here; yea, ev6ii 
to the world is oft convincingly obvious, through what .a 
variety of difpenfations he ufeth to bring forth his work, ^ 
and makes his way oft break out of the bofom of a dark 
cloud; yea, fo unexpeftedly can make thefe perplexed chan- 
ges with which the church militant is tofled, refolve in fueh 
a fatisfying clofe, that it may be feen they were all ditefted 
for his intereft and advantage: I know this is a great deep, 
and we cannot have fuch a difcovery of the providence of 
God about the church, nor reach the meaning of things in 
their firft mould, as in their after-tendency and produft; O! 
that marvellous fight which fhall once be, when that great 
work of providence, that now is put over in the hand of the 
Mediator, iiath its perfeft clofe, and the whole frame and con- 
texture fet up together as one entire piece to look upon, that 
is now by feveral pieces, and through a various fuccefiion of 
ages carried on ; yet we m,uft fay, the Lord herein comes fo 
near, even in the darkeft times, and makes the glory of this 
truth in fuoh a meafure ftiine forth, that may convincingly 
witnefs to any ordinary obfervers, the way of the Lord is 
perfefl: in all that he does. I fhall here oflFer fome few things, 
that in every time are obvious to thefe who take pleafure in 
fuch a difcovery, and defire not to keep at a diftance there- 
with: I. Muft it not be faid of his way, that, he does nothing 
in vain, but makes all things congruous to his eiad, eveiji ^ 
things that amongft themfelves do mod crofs one another? ^ 
does he not carry on his defign by the mifcarrying of inftru- 
ments, and bring forth his greateft worlcs by means- moft 
imall and contemptible? I know the world would objeft, 
they can fee no fuch thing, and indeed providence cannot be 
underftood, or tlie meaning thereof by one look; hjgt. I miift • u 
jaflc, 4^ you difcexja the motion of tlie hand uggp the cloclf , ^ 
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even whilfl: ft is certainly going forward, yet when it comes^ 

to the hour, and ftrikes, you will fee it was then moving? it 

h fure there are fuch periods that providence hath, where 

its meaning does not clearly break up until then, that it 

comes to the ftriking of the hour, 'ii we may fo fay, and . 

then the moft ftupid are forced to obferve what once feemed 

moft improbable in the way of the Lord. 2. Is it not aU 

fo obvious how the Lord doth enfnare men in the work of 

th6ir own hands, and turns their wrath unto his praife,- how. 

he takes the wife, and out- wits them by their counfels, makes 

events fall out contrary to the fecond.caufes, fruftrates the 

moft promifing means, and by things unknown and unthought 

upon, does oft bring forth the deliverance of the church, yea, 

how out of fhame and reproach he does even bring aboift 

his glory; fur^ thefe are not fp far in the dark, that in ariy 

age the world can altogether pretend ignorance thereof, and 

is not his way perfed, of which fuch things can be faid? 

3 . Have we not this difcovery, how the church is oft fed by 

the rod, yea, under that appears with fuch advantage, that 

it may be faid, her meat hath been brought forth out of the 

cater; how ufually is her mercy and enlargement prepared 

for her by the fharpeft down-cafting, is humbled in order 

to an up-rifmg and deliverance, yea, oft is one ftep of the. 

way of. the Lord made clear to her by another? O! is not 

here fo excellent and marvellous a method, that aU the wit 

» 

and invention of the world cannot follow? 

4. His vvay is indeed perfeft, and by an infinite wifdom 
managed, which does at once and by the very fame providence 
r^ach fo many feveral defigns, yea, bring forth fuch various 
and contrary efFe<as, that no human reafon could ever judge 
the refult and conclufrorf by the premifes, how feverity and 
xnercy fliould-be at once brought forth, a more full ftroke on 
the adverfary, by their further raifing; yea, by a long for- 
bearance of that ftroke; how he fliould alfo make ufe of the 
fame mean both for humbling and proving, and to do his 
people good in the latter end: O^ how perfeft muft his, 
way be, where all the fteps thereof and after produft wouM 
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feem repugnant, yet no real jar; for the church finking, 
yet does not perifh, in a flame, yet not confumed, but is 
thereby kept alire, brought under the yoke of the oppreflTor 
to make her grow and flourifh, is woUnded and fmitten fot 
her further healing, and a witnefs of his tendemefs to her 
thereby; hath a greater weight and burden put on, to give 
her thus eafe and enlargement; yea, is chaftened and tryfted 
with fuiFering, to prevent fuff^ring, that fhe may reft in the 
day of trouble; fure thefe are a part of the ways of God, 
and may ht vifibly demonftrate in the conduft of his provi- 
dence about the church, even to the conViftion of the world; 
but Oh! it is hard to fee where men will fhut their eyes. 
4. Is it not obvious, what ftrange things do fometimes fall 
in betwixt the beginning and clofe of fome fpecial piece of 
providence about the church, that do pafs hjaman reach to 
give a prefent reafon for the fame; yet in all thefe may there 
not be difcerned a remarkable dependence and connexion of 
things, how in fuch a variety of crofs events, and in a long 
continued trafi: of providence, every thing falls in aright in 
its own place, ye^, every ftep, every circunfiftance fo propor- 
tioned by a marvellous difpofal and conduct thereof, to fuit 
another, for making the whole complex providence beautiful, 
that on a ferious review the world mvift confefs, this is a 
concatenation fo ftrange, that muft be his work, and his z-* 
lone, who fees things from the beginning to the eiii. 5. How 
perfedl is his way, vho can haften and difpatch his work by 
delays, aild when he feems tp take a long circuit in bringing 
about his defign, yet lofes no time, but in fuch a vifible going 
back, does moft efFeftually move forward; yea, is it not 
,feen how he makes things fall in that ate very unexpefted, 
crofs and remote (that would never haye entered in our 
thoughts) to anfwer hisbleffed end? and even, difpofe that, 
whfch above all might feem moft direflly deftruiftivt to the 
church, to be of all other things moft effeduai and fubfer- 
vient to her advance, brings^her more quickly forward to the 
harbour by^ a ftorm than a calm, O! have we not fuch great 
things to obferve in the way of the Lord, that may.lhew it 
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is indeed perfe£i? 6. It is alfo very clear, though not on 
tfie firft view, yet in the clofe and iflue, what a certain fteady 
motionv providence hath and keeps on its courfe, vCrhilft the 
world is reeling to and fro, how the church's met-cy hath 
by greateft difappointments been more fully anfwered, than 
in the moft pfobable way; yea, when her out-gate feemed 
furtheft off, and had been much followed with many a 
weary look from fome other airth, with what a ftrange fuT- 
prifal does providence oft break up at her hand, as it were 
from under the ground with an unexpefted mercy. 7. You 
may fee his way is perfedi, who puts a peculiar beauty upon 
every occurrence of providence, and brings it forth in the 
very fit opportune time, that it could not fall out more fea- 
fonably, and with more advantage to the church; is there 
not a feen caufe for her ftiarp trials, and the neceffity there- 
of no lefs difcernable, than there is of the winter for the 
profit and advantage of the earth; and i? it not alfo manifeft, 
her reviving came never too late, but in the very fitteft timfe^ 
I know the world may object, they can fee this in the revo- 
lutions of the year, but not in any fuch changes of the? 
church, yet I am fure diis is manifeft, that the church xjf 
Chrift hath her fad and more comforting times here, with 
as difcernable a fucceffion of the one to the other as there 
is of the fummer to the winter; yea, that under thefe viciffi- 
tudes of her condition (he is ftill feen to look forth with a 
peculiar advantage; I fhall add, what a marvellous compo- 
fition and temperament of contraries is difcernable in this 
excellent frame of providence; there is nothing hete incon- 
gruous, nothing here too fmall which doth Hot fall under its 
reach, and nothing fo great that can over-reach it, here is 
no jar or difagreeing with the diligent ufe of means, yet does 
this rife fo far above the fame, that no human care can ben4 
it to thtir will, nor is there any running crofs to fuch a cur- 
rent: here is indeed an unfear^hable deep! yet fo much is 
there broken up and made clear, that may convincingly wit- 
nefs and verify this truth, even to ordinary obfervers, the 
way of the Lord is perfeft, ami what we now cannot attaia 
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in its difcovery, we (hould learn to admire and folidly believe 
a more clear manifeftation thereof. 

Thirds I (hall yet farther purfue this demonftration, with 
rcfpe6i: to that great and marvellous work of God in the re- 
demption of the churchy a contrivance we may fay more 
wonderful than this whole flruGure of the Univerfe of the 
heavens and earth, which are fo exquifitely framed : for here 
the thing itfelf is not more aflonifhing, than the way and 
Condu6l of infinite wifdom is in the whole frame, and all 
the fleps jhereof: O! this great thing, that men's diftance 
therewith does only keep them from being dazzled, where 
their ignorance is the great lett why they do not more won^- 
der at it; this is indeed far above nature, that without a di- 
vine illumination it cannot ]be known or underftood, yet wc 
mud fay, fo much is brought forth and difcovered, that thefe 
who have only report, and thence give fome ordinary affent 
thereto, cannot have their reafon and judgment in exercifcj^ 
without fome fuch'conviftion upon their fouls, that furely 
this is a contrivance above human reach, and worthy of the? 
great God; yea, .that herein his way is moft abfolutely per- 
fect : and no fight can be like this, where we may fee fo ex- 
cellent a correfpondence between the foundation and fuper- 
ftrudlure, that the whole traft of the gofpel is but one entire 
and complete mean for glorifying God, and does in this as 
the ultimate end refolve. Here men may fee the greatnefs 
of his power, that inexpreffible freedom of his grace, the 
holy feverity of his juftice, all meet and join together in a 
fweet agreement, where juftice is both falved and fully an- 
fwered, and yet finners faved, where mercy does rejoice 
over condemnation, vengeance is taken on our inventions, 
and the inventors efcape: O ftrange! a redemption without 
price, and abfolutely free as to finners, yet all that a juft God 
could exaft fully fatisfied and told down. It is here we may 
raife • and purfue this great thing up to the fountain-head, 
which is the fovereign pleafure of God, and is the internal 
impulfive caufe, and thence follow it down to that infinite 
f^tiafaftion of the Mediator, which is the great meritorious 
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caufe, and here we may fee how marveliouifly well ordered 
all the fteps of this way are, all the parts of this contrivance^ 
how the eledl are made meet for the inheritance, through 
fanftification of the Spirit, how4faith hath its fpecial concur- 

^ rence and inftrumentality, without prejudice to the abfolute 
freedom of grace, fince it is freely given to believe; how 
thefe excellent means are by a moft ftrait connef^ipn linked 
with the eternal counfel of Qod, and in a moft beautiful or- 
der joined one with another. Here does fanftification flow 
from an eternal decree, and like an excellent ftreaip doth run 
down through time, until it lofe itfelf (to fay fo) in that 
great depth of everlafting bleflednefsj yea, thus the purpofe 
of the Lord runs under the ground concerning his people, 
until it break up at laft in their heart, by their anfwering the 
call of the gofpel: O! how ftately a piece of work this is, 
and is not his way peffeft therein, where you may fee that 
grand plot of the Devil to undo man^ bre^k upon himfelf, 
and by the feed of the woman his head cruflied, where fo glo- 
rious a fabric is raifed out of fo great a ruin, and poor man 
eftabliflied by his fall, where the glory of the fovereign God, 
the freedom of grace, and man's bleflednefs do at once 
meet together, where the cvire is broad and large as the 
wound, and the reftoration made to anfwer to every piece 
of that ruin, I mean, not only in man's being ranfomed from 
eternal wrath, but that the enmity fhould be- killed and taken 

' away, and fuch a marvellous change of his nature, by the re- 
newing of the fpirit, which even here reftores him in part 
to that he loft: It is on this blefled contrivance we may fee 
men brought under a coriftraint, by Jrrefiftible grace, yet 
without violence, their reafon further raifed and refined, yet 
not broken, and its true liberty not taken away, but reftored; 
yea, a notable confiftency betwixt moral perfuafive arguments, 
and the efficacious power of grace, betwixt men's planting 
and watering in the ufe of means, and the alone increaCi 
thereof from the Lord, betwixt a phyfical and moral con- 
currence in producing one and the fame effe6b, betwixt thofe 
two delires in prayer. Da Domimy quod juhts^ ^ juhe quod 
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vis. Is there not lifcewife here a pioft excellent fuitablenefs 
and congruity betwixt repentance and remiffion of fins, with- 
out prejudice to the freedom of grace, fince he gives repent- 
ance, as ^ell as requires it, and makes his, people what he 
would have them to be. O ! how marvellous a contrivance 
is there where the blefled Majefty of God finds an argument 
in himfelf, when man had none wherewith to plead, was 
found in the form of a fervant, and became our neareft-kinf* 
man, to redeem the inheritance, where his people's (landing 
isirifuredby another furety and ftrength than their own, not 
on their apprehending, but their being apprehended, where 
the Lord does oblige himfelf by bond to make that good, 
which is only of *grace, and is moft free}y given, where ho 
toth frames the defire within the foul, and fatisfies it. I 
fhall only add, it is here the redeemed have nothing in them- 
felves to boaft, and the reprobate none but themfelves to 
challenge, for, on whomfoever that door is {hut, they have 
therein aftively concurred to draw a bar for fhutting them- 
felves out. 

Fourthy I fhall offer one inftance more, wherein this great 
truth may be deraonftrate to the world, that the way of the 
J^rd is perfedl:, that his works are done in judgment, yea, 
does all things well with refp^ed to that inarvellous order of 
nature, and difpofal of the works of God under the fun, how 
iaexpreffibly well all are fitted for fome ufe, and direded to 
their proper end: this i§ indeed a truth, wherein the greateft 
Atheifts may fee this piece of the Scripture convincingly ve- 
rified, wherein^ God comes fo near, that men may feel after 
him, Afts xvii. 27. that it may be faid, there is no way to 
ftiift this difcovery, but to flop their ears and {hut their eyes: 
O! what a wonderful difpofal may be feen, even in the com- 
monefl things, with a mutual fubferviency to each other; and 
in this great variety and throng of the creatures, is it not ob- 
vious how each hath its voice and fpeec*h, and to give us fome- 
thing of inflruftion, and every thing hath fome matter of 
wonder in it, that we may fay, it is hard to be an Atheift, 
there muft be a flrange violating of their light, where the 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



OF THE SCRIPTURE* ^57 

itivifiblc God comes fo nfar, to make himfelf known by 
things vifiWe, and by fo marvellous a condufl: and ordering 
theredf, fliews unto the Sfons of men he does all things well: 
Oh! may it not be faid, we ceafe to wonder, becaufe every 
4ay we live and converfe amongft wonders? now it is here 
4he world hath a demonftratioii of the Scripture, that they 
iare not debate, left they (hould deny fenfe as well as reafbn, 
and if any will queftion the glorious former of all things, 
why things are thus ordered and difpofed, let him but retire 
within himfelf, and he will find the want and defeft is truely 
within, which he would challenge in the Way of the Lord 5 
may we not fee with aftonifliment this frame and compofure 
of the univerfe, how each thing doth anfwer its part, and to 
the confervation of the whole, how amidft a great contrariety . 
an excellent concord is manifeft, in all its different parts, 
natures and difpofitions: I muft truely fay, not only duty, 
but delight and pleafure may call men to this ftudy; yea, 
even tq lofe themfelves, as it were, in fo fweet a labyrinth, 
where it is more eafy to enter than to find an out-gate, and 
all things do witnefs even to men's fenfes the truth of the 
Scripture; it is fad we have fo choice and true a hiftory every 
day to read on, of the works of God, which are not in them- 
felves greater than that wifdom is by which they are or- 
dered, and it fliould be for the moft part as a fealed book: 
but it is not here in a general, this truth can be reached. O! 
will you come and fee, confider the work of the Lord, and 
you muft alfo fee it is perfeft, and his ways are judgment; 
yea, that he hath done all things well, do but confider this 
ftupendious frame of the univerfe, a fabric that in all its 
parts is moft exaftly joined, and nothing in it defe6tive or 
out of order; here you may fee that great minifter of nature 
the fun, with what advantage it is placed and fitted to dif- 
penfe its light and refirefliing influences to the earth, is it not 
^with fuch wifdom that to move in a higher or lawer orb, 
would not thus anfwer the advantage of things below, with 
what a conftant motion does it travel betwixt the tropics to 
fulfil its annual courfe,.. and in divers parts does fucceflively 
Vol. L Kk 
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arife, that by turns it may give thg feveral parts of the .ei^th 
a vifit? fhould we ceafe to wonder at the rifing and flatting 
thereof, becaufe it is.fo frequently feen? O! may npt this 
arreft our thoughts with aftoniftiment, with what wifdom it 
is made fubfervient all alongft its courfe, to caufe fummeif 
and winter, fpring andharveftj yea, how its approaches ,aciA 
withdrawings are gradual, that by its afcent in the fpring, 
it may difpofe our bodies for the furamer,'and by its defcent 
in fuch a degree in the Ijarveft, may prepare and fit us foi 
the winter, that there fliould not be an immediate bordering 
betvijixt thefe extremes: is not its correfpondence alfo ma- 
nifeft, that it hath with things here below, which do£8 not 
only reach the fur face of the earth, but the mofl inward 
bowels and fecret caverns thereof, for its power is known 
on minerals as well as plants? Is it not alfo evident that this 
glorious body of the moon, though of a leiTer glory than the 
other, is for another ufe than for men to gaze thei:eon, how 
it keeps them from gropping in utter darknefs through this 
night, and lights a candle to the world when the fun is gone 
down, which, by its withdrawing, does fo far difcover the 
glory of the moon and ftaM, that its brightnefs did veil and 
darken; its influence is known alfo upon the fea, upon feeds 
and plants, yea, upon the humours and complexions of men's 
bodies: O what innumerable employmehts are thefe by 
which it is made continually fubfervietit to. the world! Andi 
do you not fee how the night hath its fpecial ufe, and is Avell 
ordered as well as the day, yea^ that it hath its peculiar 
beauty, and by its darknefs doth commend the light, and 
nukes its approach more fweet and defirable; this gives the 
labouring world fome time for repofe, and mod obfervablj; 
anfwers man's wearinefs and necefEty of fuch a reft with fo 
fit a feafon, that we may fay it but draws a curtain about us 
for that end, and do thus retire the earth, and puts it,in a 
fweet and filent compofure from the noife and hurryings of 
the day, yea, does nbt every ev^ening folemnly warn men of 
their approaching death, and fwift paffing away of time^ 
that they may have no dxcufe qi beipg^ furprifed in this g^'ea.t. 
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change, who have fa gravjf, fo frequent a monitor to fpeak it 
' to them : but let us a little further follow this choice enquiry 
and fearch of nature, which is (b clear a witnefs to the Scrip- 
ture, and you may fee how marvellous thefe various motions 
of the heavens are, the pofitions of the ftars and conftellations, 
where each hath its own proper courfe, yet all carried about 
to one general and common end, to fhew there muft be a 
firft mover, who is not fubjeft to motion or change, but does 
manifeftly determine all thefe i O ftrange! how does this 
great body of the earth hang upon nothing, that a thing fo 
vaft and ponderous fhould lean upon the air as on a founda- 
tion? muft there not be here a piece of art above human 
reach, how thus it does keep its center, and refts thereupon, 
and is it not clear, how fteady the axis of the earth is, and 
perpetually parallel with itfelf, that it cannot tumble this or 
that way ? what a marvellous order is alfo feen in thefe high- 
er motions of the celeftial bodies, of which fome are flow, 
others more rapid, fome tend to the eaft, others towards the 
weft, and yet from thefe though thus crofs to other, there 
refults a fmgular harmony, in which th? converfation of the 
world, and produftion of things here below are concerned, 
which could not fo well have ahfwered this, without fuch a 
variety in their courfes ? it is true the Lord might have made 
every da^ a year's length, and caufed the fun keep its courfe, 
from eaft to weft fo long, but O! how well are all thefe 
things ordered, and that thus he doth divide our^ life in fucb 
ihort ftages, to make us more frequently mind our change, 
we fde likewife, how marvelloufly the earth is framed in its 
various parts and proportions, and the fingular advantage it 
hath both in its pofture and figure 5 the mountains and high 
places do not mar its beauty, nor want their ufe, where the 
beafts have a ihelter provided, and is not nature likewife 
more difplayed and laid open to men by the plains and val- 
leys, which are to the earth a fpecial ornament ? How mani- 
fold is the ufe of the air, which fills up that vaft fpace be- 
twixt the higher and lower world; it is here the birds* find 
ufe for their wings, throtghthis the rains find an eafy paf- 
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fage, this does interveen betwixt Ae fun and the earth, yet is 
no lett to the communication either of light or heat, but its 
fcorching is thus* quaHfied by that fweet cool breathing of 
the air? Is not the fingular ufe and advantage of the winds 
alfo known; and how thefe are both direfted and bounded, 
fo that men can neither caufe a ftorm nor a calm at their 
pleafure? And, O! can you look on the fea, and not wonder 
what marvellous things are there, how it is fhut up with 
gates and bars, and hath its appointed bounds, without 
which there could be no reafon, how a bank of fand fhould 
reftrain the great ocean from breaking forth; its manifold 
ufe and advantage is alfo known; would any wifh that the 
whole earth were dry land? and, O ftrange ! that this is not 
only made paflable, but by that art of navigation becomes a 
more eafy way for tranfport and commerce, by which cities 
and countries are made to flouriih ; do you not fee that re- 
gular coiirfe it keeps in its ebbings and ilpwings, the lingular 
ufe and fubfervience of the tides, fo that when men are dif- 
ficulted in an enquiry about the natural caufe of thefe, they 
cannot but obferve the fpecial end and advantage thereof? 
May we not with wonder alfo fee how thefe parts of the 
world, which have the moft fcorching day, and greateft heat 
have ufually the longed night to qualify it with fuch a cool* 
ing moifture: how thefe countries which have no rain, as 
Egypty have fome fupply thereof, by an overflowing of the 
fivers. Do you fee any members, cither of men or beads 
fuperfluous, and want an ufe, or is there any poifon but 
hath fome peculiar antidote provided? yea, the mod hurtful 
creatures, as ferpents and Vipers, are found of fingular ufe 
in medicine againd their own hurt, as the oil of fcorpions is 
againd the ding thereof. You fee the poor people have 
medicinal waters provided without money, and it is a no- 
table remark which is certainly known of one who iriclofed 
fome fuch well in his ground, that he might put an impod 
thereorl, had it taken away, and run dry on his hand. What 
a marvellous ufe is there of natural antipathies and fympa-» 
thies, whereon the operation of medicine, the fpecial im- 
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provement of navigation,^y making ufe of the loiad-ftone 

doth fo much depend : you fee how the harveft gives a large 

compenfation for the toil of the fpring, and do not the poor 

man's labours through the day make his bed foft in the e* 

vening, and his reft fweet unto him ? You fee that correfpon- 

dence the heavens keep with the earth in thefe fweet refrefh- 

ing (bowers, by which its feminal virtue is drawn forth, and 

thus the rain doth moiften. what the heat would fcorch; you 

may fee how it is diftilled and dropt down, not in violent 

fpates, but as it were through a fmall fieve, or other wife it 

would hurt more than help; you would not defire to want 

rain, nor yet to have it perpetual, and thus it is ordered: are 

not the vapours exhaled from the earth, that by refrefhing 

(bowers they may return thither again? O how manifold 

are the works of the Lord! and in what wifdom hath he done 

them all? , Is not the pain and travail of the hearts in bring* 

ing forth their young proportioned to their condition, and to 

that lodging they have. Job xxxix. 3. They bow themfelves^ 

and bring forth their youngs and cajl forth their forronvs; 

and as their time and duration is for moft part (horter 

than man's, is not their growth alfo fuited thereto. You 

fee men have their lodging furnilhed ere they come into the 

worlds the breafts are provided, and by a wonderful inftindt 

they are taught to feek after the fame. It is known how the 

want of hearing or fight ufeth fome other way to be recom- 

penced, with fome fpecial natural fagacity; yea, a want and 

defect in fome parts of the body is oft fupplied with a great* 

er agility in fome other members thereof, which is known in 

many remarkable inftances, fuch as that woman in this 

country, not long fince, who had no arms from her birth, 

but could with no lefs dexterity make ufe of her right foot 

for all the ufcs of her hand. You fee how the beafts have 

fome natural defence, and are taught felf-prefervation, and 

what the hare and hind want of the lion's paw and ftrength, 

is made up by a more fwift foot. What an advantageous 

antipathy there is among the beafts, left the earth (hould 

be over-run with thefe which are hurtful, the dog fitted by a 
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ftrange tendency- of its kind to *i"foc ^h^ wolf ^mi the fox, 
and the cat for the deftroying bf rats. You fee how the 
oxen are tamed to endure the yoke, and brought under dif- 
cipline, whofe ftrength is above many of the wild beails. Are 
not thefe things that are mod abfolutely necefiary moft eafy 
likewife to be had, and whilft there is fuch a variety of la- 
bour and toil does attend the lot of man here, doth not the. 
earth alfo aflbrd a variety of delights? You fee the birds 
need no inftrufter to build their nefts, and choofe a fit 
place, nor do they miilake their feafons; yea, do not thcfe 
fweet muficians, by their natural melody, call men to praife, 
whofe debt is much above theirs? Is there not a marvellous 
coalition betwixt the graft and the tree, which exceeds hu- 
man art, if nature did not fo wonderfully co-operate there- 
in, and in the inoculating a fmall bud into a ftock; and, O ! 
that wonderful increafe that follows the feed thrown into 
the ground, how it dies and rots there, that it may rifle with 
th.e greater luftre and advantage, and by fuch a fignificdnt 
emblem teach men the certainty of the raifing of their bodies ; 
for its fure the ordinary things of nature are great and con- 
vincing hieroglyphics, to hold forth more divine things, if we 
could but read them. Do you not fee what veins of coals, 
and other minerals go through the earth, whence it is furnifh- 
ed, and hath fit materials for daily ufe, and for an improve- 
ment of men's faculties : is not the earth v/atered by an inter- 
courfe which fprings and rivers hath with the fea ? and what 
fome parts of the world want, is it not in other things fup- 
plied, that every country hath almoft fome peculiar advan- 
tages: it is known how the coldeft places of the earth do 
moil abound with the warmed furs. You fee the hearts 
wantTiot their table; and is not the lilly well clothed? doth 
the grafs of the ground want its ufe? yea, is not the very 
colour thereof notably fuited for men's eyes? What caufe 
of wonder is there of the different forms, the virtues and va- 
riety of plants? You fee the little ants have their magazine 
and flore-houfe, the bees want not fome order and govern- 
snent-, yea, no human fkill can frame fuch work as theirs is: 
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But, Q man! what acut^us and exquifite fabric ia that 
which did come in amoagft the laft of the creation ? but as 
the greatsft w6nder thereof, a mod rare piece of work, of a 
ftrange various and fu|)tile compofition, in which there is fb 
notable an harmony m^de up of many contraries: I think 
thefe who ; would learn Atheifm ajre not only concerned, to 
ftifle their reafon, but to fhut their eyes from looking on 
diemfelves, and the ftame of their bodies, which is fo cu- 
rioufly. wrought with nerves, finews, and veins, with fuch a 
variety of parts, and yet not one bone or mufcle fuperflu* 
ous, {%) < . 

ARGUMENT FOURTH. 

I SHALL here offer to prove the Scripture's accompliih- 
ment, is this, that whereof the moll part, as to thefe 
fpecial prediftions and promifes that concern the church, is 
fulfilled, and hath now taken place in their appointed times, 
which w& may at this day clearly read in the event, and but 
a little part thereof now rcniaineth to be made out, niuft be 
a fure truth. But! the Scripture is thus fulfilled, and the pro- 
phecies tliereof now made legible in tlie hiftory of provi- 
dence, and in the works of God about his church. There- 
fore, &c. 

I would premit here feme few things, ere I fpcak parti- 
cularly to. this argument : 

I. TliDugh the Scripture is thus wonderfully fuited by the 

Lord, and taketh place in every generation, as if it were 

alane direfted to that time, yet it is alfo clear that a fpecial 

part thereof hath its proper accomplifhment in thefe ages and 

periods of time to which it doth in a peculiar way relate^ 

fonie part of it which did concern the times of the Old 

Teftament, fome that doth alfo anfwer to the times of the 

goijpel, and a part of it which hath a peculiar refpe£l to thefe 

latter- days, which the Lord is now bringing forth, and we 

wait for a more full accomplifhment that it is on a near ap-- 

proacJb* , , 
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2. It is alfo fure, that the w]|ple work of God, and his 
providence about his church here in the world, which was 
pcrfe£t from the beginning, and before him from eternity, is 
comprehended under the written word, where the Lord hath 
fully revealed his mind and counfel, anent every event and^ 
concernment of thechurQhj though we oft be in the dark 
in finding out the fame, but the event will in due time fpeak ^ 
for itfelf> which fliould caufe us until then, with much fo- 
briety pafs our judgment on fome of thefe truths that are 
not yet fulfilled, - . 

3, It is clear, that the prophets of old did not only foretel 
fuch great changes and revolutions, as were to go over the 
church's head, and declare the certainty thereof, but we find 
thefe prophecies oft point at the times, and periods of time, 
whereto they did relate, and though fometimes in dark terms, 
yet did clearly fhew that there was a certain prefixed time, 
and not ^t every time they could have their performance. 

* 4. We would confider how the full accompliihing of the 
Scripture, and the perfefting the Lord's work about his 
church will be at once, and doth keep foot together, and then 
(hall a full and fatisfying difcovery of God's way and provi- 
dence, and all that he hath been doing in the world clearly 
break up, when the great myftery of God in his written 
word is finifhed, and the church fo near to land. 

That I may fpeak a little to fo grave a fubjedt: I would 
lay down thefe two things to be confidered, i . How much 
of th^ Scripture, and prediftions thereof, may be now feen 
clearly verified in the event. 2. What doth yet remain to 
have an accomplifhment iii thefe lafl times, by which we 
may certainly judge how near the Lord's work about his 
church is to a clofe-, anent tj>e firft I {hall point at fome of 
thefe moft concerning events, and changes which the church 
hath met with, wherein we may fee what of the Scripture 
may at this day be read in the hiftory of providence, and is 
certainly fulfilled. 
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I. WHAT IS ALREADY ACCOMPLISHED. 

I. T ET US go back to thefe firft times after the fall, and 
1 1 fee that dreadful ftroke which came upon the old 
world by the flood, after an univerfal defeftion 'from God, 
and we fhall there find the fulfilling of that which Noahj that 
great preacher of righteoufnefs, had oft foretold, and of 
thefe threatenings which by Mo/es were there recorded, 
wherein it maybe verymanifeft, i. That this truth, befides di- 
vine authority, no records of ancient times, no antiquity could 
ever contradift; yea, fome of the oldeft writers do clearly 
witnefs fomething of an univerfal deluge over the earth, with 
the ftrange prekrvation of fome from it, however they were 
in the dark as to many circumftances thereanent. Jofephiis 
doth cite Berofus the Chaldean about this, who without doubt 
had then fome of thefp oldeft records true and uncorrupt. 
Eufehius alfo doth mention fome fragments of Ahidenus and 
Appolidorus^ which in his time were extent, clearly pointing 
at the flood, and at Noah under the name of Zifuthrus, with 
his fending out of birds to fee if the waters were aflfwaged. 
2. Tliere is nothing here doth contradift reafon, how this 
might be brought about, even in the way of ordinary natural 
caufes, which the Lord did make ufe of for that end; for we 
find the windows of heaven were opened, the air being con- 
denfed into clouds, and their retentive power loofed, thefe 
great flood-gates were thus fet loofe; which falling liot in 
drops, but all in a full body, like the fpouts and catarafts of 
the Wejl-Indies^ might foon overwhelm the earth with a- 
bundance of water, while thefe fountains alfo of the great 
^ccp beneath were broken up, which was not only the ocean 
let forth to go over its banks, but an univerfal vent to all the 
veins of the earth, and that great mafs of waters which is irt 
the bowels thereof, which from beneath meeting thefe that 
-were from above, may give men a clear and rational account 
hovtr fkich a thing might be. 3. This piece of the Scripture 
is mofl congruous and agreeable to the whole, and thegreat 
\^ox..L Li 
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fcope and drift of the fame, for it points out an u|iiverfal de- 
feftion, and univerfal ftroke meeting tpgether, it leads us 
forward to Chrift, of whom the ark was an excellent fha- 
dow, and of that falvation which in and by him the church 
hath from eternal wrath, and is a very manifeft pledge and 
figh of that laft deftruftion of the world, which though not 
in that manner, yet, fhall once furely be, and find men in 
fuch a condition, as this flood found them into in the days of ^ 
Noah. 

(f ) II. What we find exprefly threatened by the Lord, 
Gen. xi. 7. as a ftroke and judgment upon men for their am- 
bition and pride, the confounding of their languages, is it not 
alfo moft clearly verified and writ forth to the view of the 
world in the event ? that whilft men cannot deJiy or debate a 
thing which is fo confpicuous and undeniable, they muft al- 
fo fee a fulfilling of the Scripture, and that there was a di- 
vine hand in this ftrange ftroke, which may be a convincing 
refutation of Atheifm, if fuch do not willingly fliut their eyes 
at thefe clear evidences: 

1. That it is fure, there is fuch a confufion and variety of 
languages in the earth at this day, whence, it is divided, one 
part thereof fo much rent from another, commerce and cor- 
refpondence thus made difficult, and a bar drawn betwixt 
nations, by a different fpeech, and do not the moft ancient 
records of the world witnefs the fame to have been in former 
ages. 

2. It is alfo fure, that no tradition or human hiftory, but 
the Scripture only gives us an account of this ftrange thing*, 
how it fhould be, or whence its true rife is; ye;a, thefe who 
have writ moft of other things, yet can give no reafon why 
they write in one language more than in another, but that it 
is proper to their country where they had their education, but 
how the race of men, who have fuch a community in other 
things, fliould be thus divided, is mdeed a myftery which di- 
vine truth can only unveil and fhew its meaning. 

3. It is fure, there is no language by another that is natural 
to men, but what ex injlituto is acquired, whether by long 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



OF THE SCRIPTURE, 267 

continued ufe, as children do their mother tongue, or by fet 
rules, it is true, Adam^ who was the firft man, had his by 
fome extraordinary infufion, but it is found a pitiful fancy 
alledged by fome, that young children who have never heard 
fpeech, and have been thus kept at a diftanCe, would fpeak 
the firft language of the world, and confiiquently Hebrew^ 
for the contrary of this id certainly proven. 

4. Is not this confufion and diverfity of languages, which 
is in the world, a moft ftrange and marvellous thing, which 
in no ordinary way, yea, without fomething of a miracle, 
could be brought about, and to no continuance of time, or 
invention of men can be attribute, if we confider thefe things. 
I * It is clear that if man can be traced back to fome original 
and beginning, there muft then have been fome one language, 
whilft the world was but in a family, fo that if you will ad- 
mit the tVuth of the creation, - you may fee it was not fo at 
the be^nning. 2. Is it not^undeniable, that men could not 
choofe fo great a plague and judgment on themfelves, if they 
had any ufe of reafon, which would divide betwixt them and 
the great part of mankind, hinder trade and mutual inter- 
change with other countries, either in exporting, or import- 
ing moft neceflary commodities; that which alfo would ob^ 
ftrufk human knowledge, and the difcovery of thefe excel- 
lent inventions, and experiments of other places ; yea, give 
man, whofe days are fo few, fuch a fore toil and labour, to 
acquire but a few of thefe many different languages which 
are in the world. 3. Is it not alfo clear, that this is above 
human reach, which men cannot judge, how in an ordinary 
way, fuch different languages could have been found out, 
and afterwards acquired by the body of nations; yea, how 
there fhould be fuch an agreement in this, amongft a vaft mul- 
titude of different tempers and capacities; for it is obvious, 
there fliould have then been an inventing of thefe firft radi- 
cal languages? I mean thefe that are not dependent upon, or 
interwoven one with another, but are wholly different, as 
G reeky Latin ^ &c. and therewith fuch a vaft diftionary of 
" wprds, with their fignifieancy and rules to conjoin thejii in 

LI2 
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fentences, muft have neceflarily been framed, and abandon- 
ing alfo and turning off of fome former language, fo far ^as to 
the bringing of it in oblivion; yea, fhould the univerfal con- 
fent and concurrence of the multitude in fuch places be re- 
quired? I confefs, this were not fo ftrange, if fuqh a differ- 
ence betwixt languages, were but in fome- peculiar mode or 
propriety of phrafes, and alteration of words, according to 
the various tempers and climates of the earth; but we may 
fee what different languages, there are wholly independent 
on other, not only in original words, but in the very ^vvhole 
frame and bulk, which can.be no compound of other lan- 
guages, as many of our mqdern tongues are, which does 
truely ftate the cafe in fuch a manner, that the Scripture 
only can refolve how this fhould be, yea, it is known befides. 
many branches, commixtures and variations of languages, 
which through continuation of time, through conquefl and 
mingling of nations together are in the world, there is befides, 
a vaft number of thefe that may be on clearefl ground judg- 
ed original and mother tongues, of which, whatever lefTer 
variation there hath been by the adding of fome new words, 
or the qi^itting of old, yet the \rhole bulk does remain entire. 
4. What a ftrange and marvellous thing mufl this be, if we 
confider that rnoft of ancient maternal languages were pre- 
vious to the ufe of letters, whence rules or a method could be 
conveyed from one to another, if it had been only fome hu-r- 
man invention; for we may^know from fureft antiquity, how 
long it was ere feveral nations reached a further way to com- 
munica'te knowledge, and reprefent their conceptions, than 
by fpeech and a vocal tradition, or fome fignificant fymbols 
or hieroglyphics, which were then much in ufe to fupply the 
want of letters; is it not known, how little either by pen or 
printing hath been difcovered to the world, but of fuch late 
time, as is from cleateft hiftories written to^ us, thence w6 
find very little of the Greek language upon record before 
Hom^r^s time; now may not this clearly demonflrate, that in 
an ordinary way thefe languages could not then have been 
acquired. 5. It may be very convincing, what the Scripture 
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anentthis holds forth, that. by thefe different languages, na- 
tions and families were at firft divided, Gen. xi. yea, that 
this was the firft rife of bounding one of them from another, 
for which the world could never give anotlier caufe; thus 
did the Lord inclofe his church in ^raely and by this diverfity 
of languages did outlaw the reft of the earth, for there, was 
Uiat venerable firft language of the Hebrew kept up, by which 
thefe facred oracles of the Old-Teftament were made known, 
I (hall further add, is not a divine hand eminently feen in 
this ? that fo great a bar, which for fo long a time was be^ 
twixt the church and the world, fliould not only at laft be 
taken off, but fuch a curfe turned into a blefling, that the 
power of God and his very immediate work in fpreading the 
light amongft fo many people of a ftrange language, might 
now under the gofpel be more confpicuous, that once fuch 
an interdi(3:ion had been ferved on the world thereby, to fhut 
the nations out from the church; for we may fay there hath 
been as fignal a miracle in the gift of tongues under the 
New Teftament, as there was formerly in the confufion 
thereof, (f) 

III. Wliat we have exprefly promifed in the word of the 
church's delivery from Egypt y and was foretold by Jojeph at 
his death, that God fhould furely bring back his people out 
of that land, for which he left his bones to lie unburied, as a 
pledge thereof, hath now many ages paft been fulfilled. It 
is long fince that remarkable day when God made a way for 
his people through the Red Sea^ and his power known upon 
Pharaoh and the Egyptians, fince Mofes with the church did 
Cng that triumphant fong, ^he horfe and his rider he hath caji 
into the fea, wherein thefe things are nioft clear. 

1 . That this was a deed known and public in the time, 
which was not done in a corner, but in the view of the worlds 
and before all the children of Ifrael^ and by them attefted> 
and with greateft carefiilnefs tranfmitted to their children, 
and by thefe to^the following generations, as a thing never 
to be forgotten, 

2. Was teftificd by Mofes fo great a perfon, and eye-wit« 
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nefs thereof, one whom even the mod ancient of Heathen 
writers do mention with much refpeft, and in this did never 
challenge his teftimony, though a matter of fa£l:, and of that 
moment, which all the nations about could not but know, 
and both in the prefent and after ages have the remembrance 
thereof kept up, fo that they might eafily refute fuch a thing 
if falfe, and we may judge the Egyptians^ and many others, 
could Want no good will to put difgrace on a people they fo 
much hated, nor be ignorant of that which Mofes publiflied 
in his own time, to whofe works fome of the ancienteft 
Heathen writers do fhew they have been no ftrangers. 

3. A truth, which by Mofes was put in record, and deliver- 
ed to the JeiDSy to be kept by them and their children in all 
fucceeding ages, a record which they did fo narrowly look to, 
and had in that reverence and efteem, that all the fyllables 
and letters thereof were by them numbered, left in the fmaU . 
left point it fhould be wronged; yea, were more careful to' 
preferve it, than any nation can be of their moft concerning 
rights and charters, 

4. A thing, whereof the remembrance was yearly from 
that time celebrate by the Jeivtfh church, whence the infti* 
tution of the paflbver had its rife, that deliverance basing as 
a fign and facramental pledge of that great falvation by him 
who is our true Paflbver. 

IV. What is held forth in the Scripture concerning the 
more full growth of thtjewi/h church, t\i2it Jacob fhould enjoy 
a Scepter, which was foretold by dying Jacobs and prom i fed 
oncer and again to Abraham by the Lord, that his feed fhould 
be as the fand of the fea, and enjoy Canaan for an inherit- 
ance, hath it not long fince been fulfilled? wherein thefe 
things are clear, 

I. That for many ages Ifrael did enjoy that land in a moft 
flourifhing condition, which doth in part a'^pear from thefc 
very ruins and defolatlons, over which they have fo long la- 
mented, the gloty of Jerufalemy and the ten-^ple once fo fa- 
mous, which caufeth fuch reverence among ft them to tho 
very rubbifh theteof at this day. 
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2i That they were once a people by themfelves, who were 
not mingled with the nations, but kept at a diftance by their 
religion and laws from the reft of the world, as a peculiar 
people to the Lord, is a thing undeniable. 

3. That whilft they enjoyed it there was a fmgular blefling 
of fruitfulnefs thereon above other places, fo as that fmall 
piece of ground was enough for an innumerable multitude of 
inhabitants, but is now at this day a barren fand, an extraor- 
dinary curfe no lefs feen thereon than the blefTmg was in 
former times. 

4. It is alfo evident, that fomething in the way and car- 
riage of this people, even in their low wandering condition 
doth difcover they have not forgot what once they were, nor 
their former grandeur and flourifhing, but ftill keep by them- 
felves with fome refpedi to their own land, which their 
fathers did enjoy. 

V. That piece of the Scripture which aid concern the 
declining times of the churdh under the Old Teftament, 
what Jeremiah foretold of the Bahylonijh captivity hath now 
many ages (ince been fulfilled, a truth which we haveatteft- 
ed by facred hiftory, an hiftory which doth clearly juftify it- 
felf, and its authority, by fuch convincing -marks thereof, 
that we may fay, thefe who do ferioufly converfe with the 
word cannot take up Atheifm without the laying down of rea- 
fon, and putting a force upon their own light. 

Now, as to this particular prophecy we would but ferious- 
ly confider, 

I. That which Jeremiah did foretel anent the captivity, 
was not its accompliftiment put on record in a book of the 
church's lamentations? where ^this truth may be read in her 
tears, and truely, fuch as ever knew grief in a high meafure, 
may eafily know what is there exprefled to be fad earneft, 
aiKl read the lively motions of an afflicted cafe therein; and 
befides, hath not this been witnefled to after ages by a vifible 
monument, even the deftruclion of the temple, that great 
and excellent work, which though after rebuilt, did never 
attain its former fplendour. ^ ^ 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



Q.'JZ THE FULFIIXINC 

2. This was a matter of faft of great note, and famous in 
the time, done in the view of all the nations, a confiderable 
piece of the Babyloni/h concjueftj yea, that teftimony the 
Scripture beareth to the fame, was it not a few ages after 
made public to other parts of the world by the Septuagint 
tranflation, fo that it had been eafy for Ptolemyy or any in 
that time to have difcovered the falfehood of a thing fo lately 
done, yet thefe times, nor the moft profefTed enemies to the 
church therein, could not in the lead contradift the fame. 

3. Though much of human hiftory, and thefe records of 
ancient times that we now have, are both corrupt and defeftive, 
yet there wants not fome confent from the fureft of thefe, to 
many of the moft obfervable things that we have of the hif- 
tory of the Oid-Teftament, and as to the certainty of this 
truth, befides its own authority, we will find fome of thefe 
oldeft writers, Berofusy Herodoty and Xemphotiy give fome 
light to the fame, whofe witnefs the Atheift cannot chal- 
lenge; yea, is it not clear that Jofephus^ not only from facred 
hiftory, but from thefe old records and fragments of former 
times, which were then extant, (though fmce have been much 
loft) did compofe his y^fz*;//^ antiquities, which gave fo partis 
cular a relation of his truth. 

VI. What was foretold by Daniel concerning the rife and 
fall of the monarchies, and change of thefe great empires, 
which had been fo fore a rod upon the church, hath it not 
many ages paft had a moft punctual performance ? it is now 
long fince that great image fhewed to the prophet in a vifion 
hath been brought down and broken, fo that fcarce the toes 
thereof do nov/ remain, which befides the Scripture, may be 
clearly demonftrate upon other rational grounds. 

J. It being granted, that the prophecy of Daniel was tranf- 
lated in Greeky and laid up in that great library of Alexan" 
(iria, long before much of it was fulfilled, before AntiochuSy 
Epiphanes and the rifing of the Reman empire, of which Por^ 
phyrius could not be ignorant, though all he could anfv/er to 
that evident agreement betwixt his prophecy and the event, 
was, that it muft have been writ after thefe things were ac- 
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compliihed, whilft it is clear, that a part of the prophecy of 
Da/iiely which concerned the fourth monarchy, was not even 
in his times fully made out; yea, we muft fay, fomething 
thereof doth reach to the laft end of time. 

2. It is alfo undeniable, that in thefe gre^t revolutions of the 
monarchies, there is a difcernable content and harmony be- 
twixt the Scripture, and thefe ancient records, which we yet 
have of thefe times, fo that not only the things themfelves, 
but fome of the moft obfervable circumftances thereof, 
which are particularly mentioned by Daniel^ we may read in 
Xenophon^ Herodot and Diodorus Sicuhis. 

3. It muft alfo be granted, that fome things which in Da- 
fiie/'s prophecy would feem moft ftrange and improbable, 
fuch as, Bel/hazzays death in that very night the hand-writ- 
ing was {hewed to him, may l^e particularly underftood in 
Xenophoi^s hiftory, how Cyrus took the advantage of the Ba- 
hylonian fecurity, whilft they were in the midft of a folemn 
feaft, and by diverting the channel of Euphrates did enter the 
city without oppofition; alfo how that great horn of the 
high-goat was fo fuddenly broken, ard the coming up of four 
in his room, which by Daniel are expounded of the Grecian 
monarchy, and the dividing of that empire after Alexandef's 
death, is it not pun£tually held forth by all the hiftories of 
that time. 

4. Was there not a very convincing appearance of a divine 
hand, both in the rife and fall of thefe monarchies, and an 
extraordinary providence, which we canr*ot but fee when we 

' read thefe hiftories, that furely fomething above ordinary 
means and fecond caufes, was both in Cyrus's conqueft againft 
the Bahyloniansy and the marvellous fwift progrefs and fuc- 
cefs of Alexander againft the Perjians, 

VII. That which was the great fcope of all prophecies 
under the Old-Teftament. The coming of the Meffiahs is 
furely Verified, and now many ages paft hath an accomplifti- 
ment, the Lord is come unto his Temple, even he, whofe 
day Abraham and the iaints ainder the law did long after; 
this was the moft happy and notable Crifis that ever the 
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church was under, the great epocha and period of time, from 
which fhe doth now reckon, which we know is no fable or 
cunning device of man, that God was manifeft in the flefh, 
did make his abode for fome time on the earth, fuffered at 
jerufalem in the' view of the world, before many witnelTes, 
djd arife from death on the third day; was feen and known 
by his difciples thereafter, and having finifhed the work for :s 
which he came, was received up again into glory. 

This is indeed a great truth, which concerneth us no lefs 
to know, and be fuYe of, than our foul is worth and intereft 
through eternity, the fulfilling whereof, befides the autho- 
rity of facred writ, the witnefs and records of the evangelifts 
and apoftles of Jefus Chrift, who teftify what they certain- 
ly knew, is a truth which from fuch convincing rational 
grounds may be demonftrated, that the greateft height of 
Atheifm knoweth not how to ftate itfelf in a direft oppofiti- 
to the fame J and truely, in this we may fay the Lord hath 
fo tendered the ftrengthening of his people's faith, and their 
encouragement, that as it is the moft concerning promife of 
the Scripture, on which our whole hope and bleffednefs de- 
pends, fo is it alfo mod clear and confpicuous in the event. 
I fhall but only touch this, whereof fo much hath been faid 
by others: 

1 . It isv undeniable the Meffiahs was to come, to whom all 
the facrifices under the law, thefe ancient types and fliadows 
did clearly point, to whom the prophets bear witnefs, and 
was the faith of the ancient Jewijh church, of which pro- 
mife they were perfuaded, even whilfl they faw it but afar, 
yea, did embrace and repofe themfelves thereon; and is there 
not a moft clear and exaift portraiture drawn forth under the 
Old-Teftament, of the Meffiahs, what an one he fhould be, 
and by what peculiar charafter^ he Ihould be known, who 
was to be revealed to IfraeU 

2. The fpecial feafon and period of« time wherein Chrifl 
fhould come, we find prefixed and {hewed to the ancient 
church, which though under fome figurative expreflions 
feemed then dark, yet was fo far revealed, that upon a dili- 
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gent fearch and enquiry, and particular collation of the times, 
it might be eafy to difcern the MefRahs' coming and near ap- 
proach, of which falvation the prophets did enquire, i Pet. 
i- 10. and truely, the fall of the monarchies, and right up- 
taking of Daniel* s weeks, were fure and folid grounds for a 
clear computation thereanent; thence was it that fo general 
an expeftation of the Meffiahs was among the Jews at that 
very time when he came, fo as diverfe impoftors did rife, 
whom the people was ready to follow, and we fee with what 
amazement the Pharifees did enquire at John the Baptift, if 
he were the Chrift, or not-, yea, Jofephus fheweth, how the 
perfuafion of this did moft excite that people to war with the 
Romans^ from the prophecies they had in holy writ, that 
from Judea (hould about that time come, one who was to 
be Emperor of the world. * 

.3. It is alfo fure there was fuch an one, who in the days of 
TiberhtSj and under the reign of Herod^ was made manifeft 
to Ifrael^ and came with no outward fhew and obfervation, 
but did great and marvellous things before all the people, 
was crucified at Jertifalenty under Pontius Pilate^ and, not- 
withftanding the ignominy of his death, was after adored 
and followed, both by many of the Jeivs and Gentiles^ whofe 
doftrine did alfo in fiiqrt time fpread through the world, a 
truth which the greateft adverfaries of the gofpel have ever 
confefled, and do atteft the hiftory thereof de faBo^ to be a 
faithful relation, not only Jeivs^ but the Heathen writers, 
Suetonius y Tacitus y and Piiniusy the younger that lived near, 
and fome of them contemporary with the times of the a- 
poftles, do witnefs, that this Jefus whom the Chriftians 
worfhip, did truely fuffer in the time of Pilate's jurifdiftiqn 
over the jfews, 

4. Is it not clear how this appearance of Chriffi to the 
world, did cxadlly try ft with the very time foretold^^by the 
prophets thereanent ? was not Jacobus prophecy thus accom- 
plifhed ? for, until that time it is clear the royal line of David* s 
houfe did not ceafe, until Herod a ftranger came to reign, 
by whom it was utterly cut off; and it is manifeft, thefe 70 
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weeks mentioned by Daniel^ muft be undcrftood of yearsi 
clfe they could admit no other fenfe, which, reckoning from 
the decree given out by Cyrus y to rebuild the temple, are 
490 years, and doth anfwer to the very time of Chrift's being 
in the world, and his death, which neceflarily falls in the 
laft of thefe weeks, a thing fo manifeft, that Porphyrius an 
avowed enemy to the Chriftian religion could have no an- 
fwer, but that his prophecy had been devifed after the event, 
which I am fure the Jewsy though as direft adverfaries, 
would be loath to admit. 

5. It is mod clear, that in him who at that time was re- 
vealed to Ifraely whom the Chriftian church doth this day 
worlhip, was exaftly accomplifhed whatever was by the 
prophets told concerning the Mefliahs, and it is no fmall ad- 
vantage for the Chriftian caufe, that it needs but appeal to 
thefe records, which have been kept, in the hands of her ad- 
vcrferies, where there is fo clear a portraiture of him held 
forth, as to his; perfon, his way of coming, the place whence, 
•the entertainment he fhould get, and his death, that I muft 
think it a contradiftion to reafon^ how men (hould acknow- 
ledge the Old Teftament, and not grant the New, fmce it ia 
clear the Jews look for no other Mefliahs, than fuch an one 
as is held out by the prophets, and-they acknowledge alfo the 
divine authority of Ifaiah^ Daniel ^ M'tcahy Malachi^ Sec. who 
do, by fuch clear marks point him forth, and ftiew the church, 
how they fhould know him when he comethj for truely it 
may thence appear, that it is not more certain the MefFiahs 
fhould come, than that Jefus Chrift is he: I would but feri- 
pufly afk, what do the Jews this day mifs in our blefled Lord 
Jefus, which the Old Teftament alloweth them to expeft in 
the Mefliahs, is it that he came not with outward fhew and 
glory, fure according to the Scripture, fuch an one we ought 
not ti^jcknowledge, no, fliould he not be of the feed of the 
woman, Gen. ii. wh^ fliould be bom of a'virgin as Ifaiah 
fheweth, his voice not heard in the ftreets, defpifed and re- 
je£l:cd of men, a man of forrows? fuch an one, as was flia- 
dbwcd out under the law, who fliould be made a facrifice 
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Ibr fin, yea, come with no outward pomp, but meek and 
lowly, and riding upon an afs, was to be betrayed and fold| 
and his price (hewed by Zechariahy for thirty pieces; a cru- 
cified dying Chrift, that flioiild be wounded in the houfe of 
his friends, and cut off from amongft the children of his 
people. O! can men poflibly dehy fo clear an accomplifii- 
ment of thefe in our blefled Lord ? 

6. Is it not undeniable, that the Jews now in their pre- 
fent cafe, cannot poflibly expeft the accomplifliment of this 
promife-, that the Meffiahs cannot this day come, according 
to the Scripture, except they could be put in fuch a condi* 
tion, as they were then at Chrift's coming; certainly it is im» 
poflible, that the Old Teftament be ever fulfilled anent this^ 
if it be not already, can he come forth out of Bethlehem^ 
whilft now no place is known by that name ? can he come 
into his temple that is utterly deftroyed, is there not now % 
fubverfion of th# tribes, and the family of David not kno\*'^n 
at this day?- yea, are not the Gentiles brought in, whom Ifaiah 
flieweth fhould be gathered under the ftandard of the Mef- 
fiahs ? doth not the. daily facrifice ceafe ? which the Jeioi 
will confefs hath been for many ages, and this was to be af» 
ter his coming, and I would afk how was that ever fulfilledi 
that the glory of the fecond temple fliould exceed the glory of 
the firft? for this cannot be on the account of its ftruftute^ 
or outward magnificence; fure there is nothing wherein thi^ 
glory could appear, but as it points at Chrift, and the break- 
ing up of that glorious light, which was before its defiruc* 
tion. 

7. There is an innumerable company who have embrace^ 
the gofpel, and received the Spirit by the miniftry thereof 
fince the times of the apoftles, who have put this feal there- 
to in all ages, that it is the power and wifdom of God; and 
truely, without partial refpefl (which the confcience of the 
worft of men have been forced to juftify) it may be faidj 
thefe were the excellent of the earth in their time, many o£ 
greateft outward parts and abilities, whofe moral integrity 
and candour was beyond queftion, even with their adverts* 
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riCvS, and thefe both of Jews and Gentiles^ of nil ranks of 
men, of all nations and languages, who not only by a naked 
profeffion, but by their walk and fufferings did fhew fotth 
the power and virtue of a crucified Chrift 5 yea, Ihine as 
lights whilft they were in l^e world, to the conviftion of on- 
lookers, and is not this a convincing witnefs to the truth of 
the gofpel, which its enemies cannot poflibly deny. 

8. That excellent doctrine delivered to the church in the 
New Teftament, by Chrift and his apoftles, doth it not clear- 
ly {hew whence it is, and witnefs its own authority? for here 
we may fee a manifeft agreement betwixt this and the doc- 
trine of the ancient Jewijh church, that as the five books of 

. Mofes hold forth the fum of the gofpel, the covenant of 
grace, and the myftery of falvation by Chrift, fo the pro- 
phets do carry it on with further clearnefs, and the evange- 
lifts bring forward like an excellent edifice, that is founded 
and advanced in the one, but perfe6^ed in the other, all 
breathing the fame fpirit, with a convincing tendency to the 
fame end, fo that we may fay, the old Jeivs under the law- 
were in ^f^tOt Chriftians, and the followers of Chrift now 
under the gofpel, in fome refpe£l: are Jews^ being one in the 
fubftantials of their religion ; for it is clear, that poorapof- 
tate people, now in the Jewifi nation, hath wholly departed 
from their own doftrine, and will not come to the light, . 
that they may be judged according to the Old Teftament^ 
now in this> I would feriouily atteft the adverfaries of tlie 
gofpel, if Paganifm, the Turks' Alcoran, or Jeiwjh Talmud^ 
hold forth any fuch do6trine or rule, as that which the 
Chriftian religion doth, fuch pure and excellent precepts, to 
reftrain the inordinancy of corrupt afFe£lion, backed with 
arguments becoming an immortal foul, a doftrlne fo fincere, 
folid and rational, fo confiftent with itfelf, and agreeable 
. to the true fcope and drift thereof, which holds forth' the 
moft exquifite rule of perfeftion, for men to pfefs after ^ 
yea, where every page and line, breathes forth holinefs to- 
wards God, and righteoufnefs and humanity towards man. 

9. I fhall add, thefe clear convincing evidences bf the 
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truth of the gofpel, which did attend the firft publifliing 
thereof, were fo evident and undeniable a feal from the Lord, 
as may force the greateft Atheift to fikncej for, 1. They 
were Jenvs^ as much concerned in the religion of their fa- 
thers as any, who did firft pubUfli the gofpel, none more 
, zealous according to the law thati Paul was before his con- 
verfion j none alfo could challenge their driving an outward 
intereft hereby, fmce pcrfecution ^nd bonds, yea/ greateft 
hazard was that which they could expetl. 2. It is clear 
they walked by no rule of human policy, nor thefe ordinary 
ways of infmuation, which the world doth ufe to engage 
men, and make a party to themfelves, but did deliver the 
truth, truth moft repugnant to the flefli, and that intereft, 
with greateft candour and fimplicity, though likewife with a 
convincing authority and confidence ; yea, came with a mef- 
fage to the world, which had no other convey, or perfuading 
argument, but the evidence of its own truth; but withal, 
fuch a power accompanying the fame, before which men 
could not ftand. 3. What is publiftied concerning Chrift 
by the evangelifts, the great works he did, his dying at Jeru^ 
falem^ with all the ftupendous circumftances thereof, and 
figns from heaven, was not a thing done in a corner, but in 
the public view of men, which in thefe days was moft no- 
tour and famous, but yet there cannot be produced one con- 
tradictory teftimony to the truth of thefe irelations, by an ad- 
verfary of the gofpel, either at that time, or fince; fure the 
world wanted no malice, and thefe great things were early 
publiftied by the evangelifts and apoftles, whilft much of 
that generation was alive, yet it is clear, though in a mat- 
ter of that concernment, which made then fo great a noife, 
and was at that time putting the earth all in a flame, none 
was found, either among Jews or GentileSy who could, or 
durft put forth a nianifejlo to difcover the leaft cheat or falfe- 
hood in thefe things attcfted in the hiftory of the gofpel. 
4. Whatever dilFrcnt parties and feds did break up with 
the firft time of the church, to oppofe the truth in other 
things, yet in this they had all one confent, that he v/ho was 
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crucified at Jerufalem was the MefEahs and Chrift, vj\&^ 
tfuely did witnefs the clear, irrefiftable manifeftation of thU 
truth in thefe times, fince, if there coulA have been the leaft 
ground to challenge any impofture or deceit ill this great 
jfoundation of the Chriftian faith, it is more than probable 
thefe bitter contentions, foUowed.with fuch animofity and 
heat, and irritation of thef(? whop the apoftles and church in 
that time did with much zeal, and fharpeft cenfures purfue, 
would have engaged them to put all the difgrace upon the 
truth which they could, if they might have had where to 
faften their teeth. I would further add,, that even the ar- 
guments and objeftions which the adverfaries of the gofpel 
could ever bring to oppofe the fame, are indeed a convincing 
witnefs and confirmation, and (hew how little they could 
tny way fay, in giving their malice a vent; we find that ab- 
furd allegation of the Jeivs^ that the great works Ghrift did 
in the days of his flefli were by fteaUng the name Jehovah 
out of the temple, which they alledge he fewed up in his 
thigh, which truely needeth no further refutation but the 
reciting thereof, and here they are even forced to witnefs 
the truth of thefe relations held forth by the evangelifts, as 
to the matter of faft, which we find alfo thefe latter Atheifts, 
fuch as Vanninus^ Cardan^ &c. dare not challenge or debate, 
only they would afcribe thefe great works which Chrift then 
wrought to the influence of the ftars, a challenge fo abfurd, 
that needs no other alifwer but to relate it. 

VIII. We have that remarkable prophecy of the in-com-f 
ing of the Gentiles^ a truth indeed great and man'^ellous, 
which, as it is exprefly held forth in the Old Teftament, 
yea, is there mentioned, Ifa. liv. i, 2. Ifa. Ix. 3,9. is a thing 
fo clearly now written forth in die event, that I ani fure the 
. greateft Atheifts can have no fhift here, that in tliis ftrange 
work of God about his church the Scripture hath an unde- 
niable accomplifiiment. 

Now to clear this, let us but confider, 

r. That for many ages this truth anent the in-calling of 
the Gentiles was fealed up in a prophecy, a thing fo great 
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and aftoniftiing to the ancient Jewi/b church, that they could 
not well comprehend the fame, wifil once the event brought 
it forth; for this was indeed a myftery hid from ages, how 
the Gentiles fhould be fellow-heirs of the fame body, and par- 
takers of the promife in Chrift, when the bounds and extent 
of the church did not exceed Judea^ that fmall inclofure, 
whilft the whole world befide did^e buried, like an out-field, 
in dark Paganifm, for it is well known that the moft pleafant 
places of Africa^ Af^^^ ^^^ Europe^ where afterwards many 
famous churches were, within thefe fixteen hundred years was 
but a favage wildernefs; Britain^ Germany ^ and France^ did 
then worfliip the fun and ftars, they facrificed to the gods of 
the Heathens, yea, thefe eaflern parts, on which the fun did 
firft rife, did not then know the God of Ifrael; a truth which ' 
:>ot only the Roman 2XiA Grecian hiftories, but the records of 
particular nations can clearly atteft. 

2 It is clear that this prophecy was not held forth in a ge- 
neral, but we find the time alfo prefixed (vdth other fpecial 
circumftances) when it Aouldhaye its accomplifhment at the 
appearing of the Meffiahs, he fhould be revealed to Ifrael^ be- 
fore which time a bar was drawn in the way of the nations, 
and a wall of partition betwixt them and the church, until 
he ftand up who fhould hold forth an enfign to the people, 
and gather the Gentiles under his ftandard, which Ifaiah doth 
clearly fhew, Ifa. xi. to. and xxxiv. i. 2. and Ix. i. &c. and 
■ then mufl the mountains flow down at his prefence, nations 
be born at once, yea, the light break forth to the eafl and 
the weft, then fhould the children of the defolate be more 
than of the married wife, when his time, even the fet time 
for the Gentiles is once come \ and it may be very convin- 
cing, which is moft obfervable, that notwithftanding of a 
more flourifhing condition of the Jewijh church in former 
ages, when her grandeur and profperity was more tempting, 
and the neighbourhood and commerce which the nations 
about had with that people, yea, though by the captivity 
they were fcattered among the Perftans and Babylonians^ yet 
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there was no fuch flir or change, of the world until the 
appointed time once came. " 

3. It maybe eafy to prove the event of this prophecy, and 
its manifeft accomplifhment, even at the time thereof, for 
this men cannot deny, that the Lord did vifit the Gentiles witli 
the knowledge of his truth, which then caufed fuch a change 
in the earth, as a great* part of it hath been brought from 
Heathenifh idolatory to worfhip the God oi Ifraely and fuch 
who once were ftrangers and aliens, now made to profefs the 
fame faith (as to the fubftance thereof) of the ancient Jewifi 
church; fure this truth needs not want a witnefs, whilft na- 
tions, and much of the known world hath been for fo long a 
time, and yet to this day are a vifible proof thereof, a truth 
of fuch concernment, that in former ages made a great and 
ftupendous change upon the face of the earth, fo that not 
only an innumerable company out of all nations and languag- 
es, but the generality, the very complex body of kingdoms 
and nations can bear witnefs thereto; and now the gofpel 
hath been preached through much of%:he world, yea, we may 
fay, few parts thereof where there hath not been fome face 
of a church, though the promife hath not yet had its full ac- 
complifhment; but we wait for (according tp the Scripture) 
a more flourifhing time, and great harveft among the nations, 
when Jfrael (hall be gathered: however it is fure the Lord 
hath in a great part fulfilled this his promife, fo that the 
church might then with' aftpnifliment cry out. Who hath be- 
gotten all thefe children ? who are thefe that jly as a cloudy like the 
doves to their windows P O blefled day, in which the light 
did firfl break up on the poor offspring of Japhety who then 
dwelt in the fliadow and region of death. O bleft day that 
brought falvation with it to the Gentiles, wherein the Lord 
did vifit thefe dark places of the earth, which were full of the 
habitations of cruehy. I think the fenfe of fo great a mercy 
fhould never let us want an errand for giving thanks, yea, 
put much to filence our other complaints. 

4. It is not only as to the time, but thefe very places of 
the earth which J/aiah and other of the prophets did particu- 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



OF THE SCJ^PTURE. , 283 

iarly point at, this promife .fead -an exaft accompliftimenf, 
for it is this day manifeft, the ifles which we find fo frequent- 
ly mentioned, that thefe, fhould wait for his law, and the ut^ 
termoft parts of the earth, whence he fhould bring the 
daughter of his difperfed,. may give a clear commentary upon 
the fame, from what the Lord hath done, to Britain and Ire- 
landy with other remote part* of the earth; yea, hath not 
Ethiopians been made to ftretch out their hands, even in thefe 
fun-burnt places of Africa^ hath not Chrift alfo had a con- 
queft, where many a black Moor was through grace made as 
the fnow of Salmon^ and the feathers of a dove, fo that it is 
clear how thefe particular places, which were fo oft pointed 
at by the prophets, have been vifited by the gofpel, and fallen 
to the fhare of the church. 

5. This change, which by the in-coming of the Gentiles to 
the church, was wrought upon the earth, is a thing fo great 
and aftonifhing, that were it ftill in the promife, and this not 
yet fulfilled, it would truely dagger our faith, how fuch a 
thing fhould ever come to pafs, and is there not here a mi- 
racle, that the world cannot poffibly deny? even this great 
work of God in bringing in of the Gentiles^ which without an 
extraordinary power, could not be efFe61:uate, if men will 
confider, i. That fwift progrefs which then the gofpel had, 
how it did run and was glorified through the furthefl parts 
of the earth, and like a lightening break forth from one place 
to another, fo that in the apodies' time, the Scripture doth 
fliew, how moft of the confpicuous provinces of AJta had re- 
received the gofpel, and Tertulliany who lived in the fecond 
century, in his book. Contra judaosy doth there witnefs how 
many nations, and thefe mofl remote from other, Parthians, 
Medesy Armenia^ Phrygia^ Cappadocioy PontuSy and Pamphy 
lia^ with much of Egypt ^ and divers parts- of Africa ^ befides 
Romey Spainy and other plaqes of EuropCy were in his time al- 
moft wholly Chriflianj for it is indeed clear, that the 
bounds of the church was then of a larger extent than it is 
now at this day. 2. It is alfo undeniable, that in this fo- 
iemn day of the goipeFs fpreading amongfl the nations, fuf- 
N n 2 
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fering and pcrfecution did all that time attend the church; 
yea, in fuch a meafure, that as the; writers of thefe times do 
witnefs, neither famine, peftilence, nor the fword, did de- 
ftroy-fo many of the world, as then were of Chriftians in the 
two firft centuries put to death for adhering to the truth; 
and it is clear, that this great work of God in fuch a fwift 
fpreading of the church, was mod difcernable in thefe times 
of hottcfl perfecution; yea, then was her mod efFe£fcual 
growth and increafe, which upon her getting fome reft, and 
beginning to flouriih with external peace, was at a vifible 
ftand. 3. How marvellous a thing was this to be brought 
about, if we confider the many different languages, that did 
then ftop correfpondence between the church and the reft 
of the earth, for how could the truth thus fpread among the 
nations 5 yea, in fuch remote places of the world, churches 
be planted by the apoftles, and have the Scripture tranflated 
and made legible to them, without that extraordinary giff^of 
tongues, which for that end was then given from the Lord? 
fure be fide facred authority anent this, reafon may convinr 
cingly witnefs to the world the truth of fuch a miracle. 4. 
How ftrange and wonderful a change was this, that in fo 
(hort a tiine the gofpel (liould thus enlighten, and put fuch 
a luftre on the mpft rude and fayage places of the earth, 
where fcarce humanity had been, and bring them from the 
condition of beafts to men, {hoi:^ld thus tame and civiHze 
the greateft BarbarianSy and crsufe the lion to lie down with 
the lamb ; yea, l)y the preaching of that gofpel, and of a cru- 
cified Chrift, which as it was to the Jews a ftumbling-block, 
fo to the Greeks fooliihnefs. 

And in a word, was not this indeed a miracle, how in a 
matter of fuch high concernment, as that wherein men's 
foul and everlafting intereft lay, they fliould be turned off 
their old way and religion, in which they and their fathers 
had been fo long rooted, and that a little fpark which 6ijiA 
break up in Jitdea^ fliould bring down the idols of the na- 
tions, and burn up their temples. 

Alas, that there is fo little of a large heart, of that primi^ 
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tive zeal and^ /frvour this day among Chriftians for the en- 
largement of the church, that fuch merchants are now rare 
who would venture ;out to trade with other parts for this 
excellent ware, the merchandife whereof is better than of 
gold; O! that in thefe partV where the truth is known and 
profeiTed, the Lord would raife up\men of fuch a fpirit, and 
fuch a magiftrate, who would make it their work, and lay 
down folid grounds, how to advance the kingdom of Chrift 
in the dark places of the earth, and reckon their intereft in a 
foreign plantation upon the account of the gofpel, no left 
than on the account of trade j we fhould pray, and yet hope 
for this. 

IX. What we find foretold by Daniel^ yea, by Chrift 
himfelf /anent the deftrufbion of Jerufalem^ and ceafing of 
the Jenjoijli daily facrifice with the reje<2:ion of that people, 
Dan. xii. ii. Matth. xxiv. 2. hath many ages come to pafs, 
wherein the world may fee how clearly the event doth an- 
fwer this prophecy, for it is manifeft, 

1 . That this is a truth which doth need no other witnefs, 
than the fcattered remnant, and defolate ruins of that once 
flourifliing church and nation of the Jews^ whidi we fee 
with our eyes at this day, whofe prefent ftate is fo great a 
monument of divine judgment, fo clear a witnefs to the 
Scripture, that I think men cannot look thereon, if they be 
in any meafure ferious, but muft have fuch a conviftion. 

2. What hath befallen this people, may It not be aftonifh- 
ment to the world in all fucceeduig ages ? a ftroke that hath 
put them in a more fad condition, than any nation or people 
we ev^r heard of, that caft them out of their own land, fcat- 
tered them as vagabonds tlirough the earth, fo that thefe 
many ages they have had no fcepter nor Igw-giver, no piece 
of the earth they can call their own, but at the mercy and 
arbitrary difpofal of every place they refide in, no privilege 
or liberties, but a naked permiffion to brook their lives and 
eftates, during the pleafure of thefe under whom they get 
fhelter, a people put by themfelves with a vifible mark of. 
divine wrath upon them, like a beacon fet up for all the na* 
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tioiis to look on, even thefe who were once eri^nently owned 
of the Lord, who was known in their palaces for a refuge j 
yea, it is very manifeft that no ftir or eflay that ever they 
made for their relief, but was ftill to their fufther ruin, and 
found God's hand vifibly crofs to them therein •, fure Ammi'- 
anus Marcellinusy a heathen writer, did intend no teftimony 
to the Chriftian caufe, in relating that ftrange paflage which 
near his time fell put, how the Jewsy by Julian's warrant 
and permiflion, did attempt to build the temple again, but 
a fire breaking up from the foundation thereof, which de- 
ftroyed many of .the workmen, forced them with much ter- 
ror to defift. 

3. Muft it not be fome ftrange and dreadful provocation 
beyond the fin of their forefathers, whereat fo ftrange and 
unufual a ftroke doth point ? whilft it is clear, that notwith- 
ftanding frequent idolatry and departing from God, when 
they were at that height in wickednefs, to offer up their 
children to Molech^ and fet up altars in the groves, to rejeft 

^the mefiage of the prophets, and thruft fome of them in a 
Jdungeon, yet were only punifhed with feventy year's capti- 
ivity, and after by God's very immediate hand brought again, 
thefe who had taken them captive concurring with them to 
rebuild the temple: but now, how long and dark hath their 
night been fince this judgment came on them, and though 
they could not tliefe many ages charge themfelves with idol- 
atry, yet no Saviour or deliverer hath been raifed up, no 
prophet fent forth, no fign or appearance at this day of relief, 
now for thefe fixteen hundred years; yea, amidft thefe fre- 
quent changes and revolutions that have been in the world, 
no change in their condition; fure, if that people were in 
fpeaking terms with their confciences, this might put them to 
a ftrange demur, what fliould be the caufe, if they be not 
guilty of killing theMefTiahs, and that blood purfuing them; 
what attrocious provocation beyond others they can conde- 
fcend c«i, for which the Lord doth fo long and fo fore, by 
fuch an unufual and unheard-of ftroke, thus contend. 

4. What a marvellous occurrence of providence, and con-* 
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vincing appearance of a divine hand was in this judgment, 
tlciG hz^i^gmg oi J erufalemhy tht Romans^ try fled with the 
very time of the paiTover, whilft fo great a confluence of peo-* 
pie from all parts of the land were there on that account, 
that both fword and famine might contribute their help to 
deftroy; what unreafonable and aftonifning obftinacy againft 
all oiFers of peace, and the moft prefling infinuations thereof, 
which Titus Vefpaftatt made, even whilft their ruin was other- 
wife inevitable; an unheard-of ft rife, where the enemy did 
contend to fave, but they to undo themfelves: how judicially 
hardened, under moft remarkable prodigies and . warnings 
which they had of that approaching defolation, divided whol- 
ly amongft themfelves, yea, fo cruel one upon another with- 
in, that their adverfary without could* not but look thereon 
with compaflion. O ! what a ftroke was this, wherein greateft 
Atheifts would grant a fatality, for indeed men cannot con- 
fider the fame without acknowledging a divine hand, and 
fomething above ordinary means and caufes, where all did 
thus meet together in a folemn tryft to accompliih that peo- 
ple's ruin. .^>; 
5. But it is here we may fee a lingular providence of God 
for his church, that thefe who of all the world are moft vio- 
lent enemies to the Chriftian truth, are alfo a moft conrin- 
cing witnefs to the fame, whilft firft, thefe do clearly atteft 
the Scripture, (which is our alone charter) the divine autho- 
rity of Mofes and the prophets, the true copies whereof they 
did moft tenderly preferve, whatever abfurd gloiTes fome of 
their Rabbies have thereon j yea, durft never offer in the 
leaft to vitiate the original, but have had the fame tranfmit* 
ted ftill from one age to another, to which records that are 
this day in their hand, the Chriftian church can with much 
confidence appeal, and demonftrate from the Old Teftament 
the undoubted truth of the New. Yea, in this we may appeal 
the Atheift to his confcience, that the Scripture is no impof-- 
ture, or any cunning device of Chriftlans, which is fo far 
witnefTed even by the greateft adverfaries and maUgners of 
the Chriftian religion. 2. That ftrange induration of the 
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Jews^ their unreafonable rejecting pf the truth, who after fa 
long a time cannot fee the caufe which is moft difcernable in 
their ftroke. O ! is not this alfo a mod convincing feal to 
the Scripture, and clear fulfilling thereof? There is a veil 
over their mind, as the apoflle fheweth, whilft they read the 
law, judicblly fmitten by the Lord with blindnefs, that they 
cannot fee, until once this veil be taken off; and truely we 
may fay, there is nothing in their judgment more ftrange 
and aftonifhing than fuch a continued obftinacy againft the 
truth, how they (hould be thus dark in the noon day, but 
that herein the Scripture is fulfilled j fo that we may even 
turn a poifon unto an antidote. 

X. That which is fo exprefly foretold in the New Tefta^- 
mcnt, yea, is the gre^t gift of the prophecies thereof, the 
coming of Antichrift, and revealing of the man of fin to the 
world, 2 Theff. ii, 3, 4, 7, 8, 9. hath long fince been accom- 
plithed, wherein we may fay, the wonderful correfponding 
of the event v/ith the prophecy is fo clear, that this truth is 
now as plain and obvious as once it was dark to the church, 
thcfe things being undeniable, 

I. How the Spirit of God in the Scripture hath been in a 
more than ordinary way particular to point Antichrift forth 
by fuch notour marks and charafters, that after ages may 
know him, if they will not (hut their eyes: I confefs it is 
not ftrange the Popijh party fliould feal up the Scripture, 
and forbid the ordinary reading of it, fince the breaking forth 
of that light would foon make their kingdom dark; for if 
men would but fet the hiftory of the church fince the times 
of the apoftles over againft the Scripture, and make ufe of 
that notable key for opening up the prophecies of the New 
Teftament, it fliould be then eafy to know the Antichrift is 
furely come, and who this is: and herein doth the Lord's 
tender refpeft to his church appear, that he doth not only in 
a very folemn manner forewarn men anent this great trial, 
and as it were by the found of a trumpet give an alarm that 
fuch an adverfary was coming, yea, of the time thereof, who 
would do more hurt tlian all who had gone before ; but doth 
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alfo make fo clear a difcovery of the whole fabric, rife and 
progrefs of that party, with fuch particular circumftance6 
and xiifFerencing chara£^ers from any other enemy of the 
•church, as may render the world moft inexcufable, if they 
will needs dafli on that rock, whereon the Scripture hath fet 
fo confpicuous a beacon. 

2. That this prophecy fhould now want an accomplifh- 
ment or Antichrift be yet to come is a thing moft repugnant 
to facred truth, (ince it is furfe, that myftery of iniquity, even 
in the times of the apoftles did begin to work, and "who then 
for a time with-held his coming, the Heathen empire of 
Rome hath long (ince been taken out of the way, which 
caufed fome Chriftiaris in thefe days wifh the ftanding and 
Continuance of that'empire, from the terror they had of that 
adverfary, who according to the word they knew was to fill , 
his room J yea, do we not find the church's trial from Anti- 
chrift, fhould be the moft fore and lafting trial of the church 
under the New Teftament, which after her begun breathing 
from Heathenifti perfecution, was to continue for many ages, 
wherein the word is moft exprefs and clear, that the rife anct 
fall of this enemy fliould be gradual, and not at once, whofe 
beginning and firft appearance, might be traced to the firft 
times of the church, and his clofe and final ruin near the fe- 
cond coming of Chrift, by the brightriefs whereof he fhall be 
deftroyed; and therefore, this is fo much the fubjeft of 
the prophecies of the New Teftament, the great intent and 
fcope of the revelation of Johft^ in which the true ftate of 
the Chriftian church, with the various changes of her condi- 
tion, even from the opening up of the firft feal to the blow- 
ing of the laft trumpet, is particularly held forth, and there 
rpay we all alongft trace the fteps of the rife and fall of that 
man of fin. \ 

3. That fuch an one as the Scripture points forth, doth 
moft fully anfwer to all thefe marks which are there giveri 
of Anticlirift, hath come and been revealed to the world, is 
a thing fo very manifeft, that except men will needs force 
their light and confcien<fe, it cannot but be beyond queftiott 
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and debate, even fucli an one whdfe coming fliould be aftei" 
the working of Satan, with all power, figns, and lying won- 
ders, forbidding to marry, and to abftain from meats which 
God had appointed, who fitteth in the temple of God, hav- 
ing a name full of blafphemy, and doth exalt himfelf above 
all that 18 called God, who bewitcheth the kings and great 
men of the earth with his inchantments; yea, even by his 
4ivery may he be known, that he moil ufually hath fcarlet 
and purple, which I think truely marvellous, how particu- 
larly thefe are mentioned in the Scripture; and, in a word, 
fuch an one, whofe traffic and merchandife is not only gold 
and filver, but the fouls of men, who fhould be drunk with 
the blood of the faints and martyrs of Jefus Chrift, under 
whofe reign the church muft flee to the wildernefs, and there 
be latent for a long time, and his feat, that city is fituate 
upon fcven hills, even that great city which doth rule over 
the kings of the earth. O ftrange! how men can acknow- 
ledge this for the Scripture of God, and yet not fee it fulfil- 
kd before their eyes, that there is fo vive an image and por- 
traiture of Antichrift there held forth, fuch peculiar charac- 
ters, which do convincingly point at the pope, 2indPopi/h hier- 
archy, yea, could anfvver to no other adverfary which Chrift ^ 
ever had under the NeVv Teftament, either Pagan or Maho-^ 
met an ^ and yet fo much of the world doth not know^ him 
when he is before their eyes. 

4. It is clear that no age fince Anti'chrift was revealed, did 
altogether want fome witnefs to point him forth, even in the 
darkefl times, many of whom loved not their lives unto the 
death, that they might feal this truth; and it may be a qucf- 
tion if more of the blood of the faints was fned under Hea- 
thens, than in after times under Antichrift: yea, though we 
had not fuch exprefs marks to difcover him from the word, 
it may be eafy for men to judge who that i^, who is this 
day fo direftly oppqlite fo Jefus Chrift, and the great defign 
of the gofpd, that aiTumea to himfelf what is alone due to 
God, to forgive fm, and be worftilpped with religious adora- 
tion ; doth challenge a magifterial power a?nd fupr^macy 
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oyer the whole church aS its head, a ftile too great for any 
of the angels; who maketh void the merit of Chrift, and layr 
eth down a way of life arid falvation on the fame terms that 
it flood in the c6venant of works-, doth deftroy the great in* 
tent of the gofpel, and in efFeft denieth Jefus Chrift to have 
come in the flefli •, who fetteth heaven upon fale for money, 
and permitteth none to perifh and go to hell but the poor; 
doth difpenfe with grofleft afts of fin, and the exprefs com- 
mands of the Law-giver; m^aketh moral prohibitions void by 
his authority, yea, halloweth the very ftews, and moft hor- 
rid afts of uncleannefs; taketh on him to change the condi- 
tion of the dead, and infure to their friends the happy ftate 
of -their fouls, if they will make large offerings on that 
account. O! who is tliis? is not that Antichrift, whofe 
way doth ftate him in fuch direft terms of oppofition to. 
Chrift? 

5. Have we not caufe to wonder no lefs at the ftrange in- 
duration and blindnefs of the Popt/b party, than of the Jews, 
that whilft the one doth confefs the Old Teftament, and yet 
knoweth not Chrift, the other fliould grant the truth of the 
New Teftament, and not know Antichrift, that he is come, 
even he after whom a great piece of the world for thefe many 
ages hath been wondering? fure fo clear an agreement be- 
twixt this prophecy and the event, may not only put this be- 
yond debate, but leave a conviftion upon the gre^teft Athe- 
Hls, of the truth and divinity of the Scripture; for, whatever 
former times might pretend ignorance whilft this myftery 
was but working, now when the man of fin hath come to his 
full height and ftature> and fo clearly revealed by the light of 
the gofpel, it taketh away all excufe, and I profefs in thefe 
latter times I cannot fee how one can he a knowing Papift, 
and not an Atheift alfo. 

(f ) I know it is a fore judgment on men, who will not re- 
ceive the truth, that the difcovery thereof fliould be their 
pain and torni^ent, and I am fure whatever advantages or out-* 
ward peace followers of Antichrift haye this day, they can 
t.ave no found fleep, whilft the light with that clearnefs doth 
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fliine, that they can neither fliand before it, nor yet fly and 
efcape where their confcience will not follow: but, O ! here 
is the Scripture evidently fulfilled, and their judgment fofar 
begun, as it is held forth, Rev. xvi. that the greater difcovery 
the light makes, the more they fhould rage, and in fury rife 
againft it; for the heat of this cannot but fcorch where it 
doth not warm, there is no help where God doth judicially 
harden men, no blindnefs like that where they fhut their 
eyes, and the righteous God makes it their plague, by put- 
ting his feal to it*, however, wifdom*muft be juftified of her 
children, the truth cannot lofe its errand, even when its ef- 
fefts are fad and judicial, for it is a fweet favour to God in 
them who perifh: It is truely a fad fight, and there feems no 
accefs to Convince, where malice at the way of the Lord 
turns men mad, yea, cruel againft themfelves ; but fincc the 
Popijh church does not avowedly deny the Scripture's divi- 
nity of the New Teftament, and prophecies thereof, which is 
the great advantage we require, to have its authority admit- 
ted, and their religion brought to this teft, \yhich is the 
alone rule of all true religion; and fmce they muft grant, 
that to be joined with Antichrift, or partaker in fuch a way, 
is moft dreadful, and involves them under the greateft of 
judgments; for it is a matter of no lefs weight than an eter- 
nal falvation or damnation : yea, fince this concerns minifters 
of the gofpel, as one fpecial piece of their work, now in thefe 
laft times, to bear witnefs againft Antichrift, (that great, we 
muft fay, the greateft adverfary which Chrift ever had on the 
earth) to warn and purfue without ceafing this call, what- 
ever fuccefs it have, that men would come out of Babylon^ 
and hafte from under an approaching wrath and vengeance, 
which on fome other ground than appearance we are fure 
now makes hafte. I would here in behalf of the truth of- 
fer fome queries on this fubjeft, (befides any thing hath been 
already mentioned) and herein appeal the adversary to the 
Scripture of God; that great and uncontroverted judge, to 
their confcienfce, yea, to the fober and retired thoughts of 
fuch who are under any awe or imprelfion of a Deity, when 
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they are alone with themfelves, if this fo remarkable a pro- 
phecy anent the Antichrift and his coming, be not now clear- 
ly verified, that men may fee him with their eyes, or elfe 
• muft fhut.them at fuch a fight. 

1 . Is there not a very full and particular difcovery which 
the Scripture gives of this great adVerfary, both in his rife, 
growth, his reign and fall, and not by a pafling word, whom 
the apoftle 2 ThefT. ii. 3, 4. points out by fuch peculiar 
marks, whom John does defcrive and difference from all 
other Antichrifts, that were only to be his forerunners, and 
fhews him a more noted and principal adverfary of Chrift 
above others; yea, we have through the whole Revelation moft 
clearly difcovered under different ftiles what he fhould be, 
and what a fore and long trial the Chriflian church was to 
have under his reign : I profefs, when I read the Scripture, 
and there fee fo exprefs and clear a forewarning, which 
many ages before we have anent the coming of this adver- 
fary, with fuch peculiar diflinguifhing circumftances and 
marks, as are at this day moft exa6i:ly verified in the event. 
I am conftrained to admire at fo convincing and unanfwer- 
able a witnefs to the Scf-ipture's divinity, and muft think it 
fttahge how men at fuch a rate can wreftle againft the 
truth except by getting a victory over their confcience, and 
putting the light in fetters, whilft they own thefe prophecies 
of the New Teftament to be of divine verity, which they fo 
evidently diftort againft the clear fenfe and meaning thereof j 
yea, do adventure fuch a commentary on the fame, that ma- 
nifeftly deftroys the text. 

2. Can you poffibly expe£t Antichrift, his coming to the 
-world, now according to the Scripture, if he be not already 
revealed, when his forerunners were fo many ages before> 
even in the times of the apoftles, to fliew he was then com- 
ing; I muft afk, if this adverfary (hould this day begin to ap- 
pear, could you judge this is he, or reconcile fuch a contra- 
diction, ho^v he is now breaking up, who was beginning to 
difcQver. himfelf, fifteen hundred years ago? for it is fo long 
^c£ the apoftle ftie wed this myftery of iniquity was work- 
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ing, 2 Their, ii. 7. which clearly points at Antichrift, wh« 
theo was hatching, though not on fuch a growth and afcend- 
ant as after 5 and could he be yet latent, yet in the bud? 
hath there been no further advance after fo many ages? 
hath this myftery yet not wrought itfelf above ground? Of 
where hath he been? that fuch a working thing, fo dreadful 
a fpark could keep fo many ages under aflies, and to flame, 
no fire perceived; for it is fure if he was then at work, he 
bath not yet.ceafed; yea, if you admit the Scripture, is not 
the rifing of the Turkip empire, in the order of the trumpets, 
clearly after the revealing of the Antichrift, and this horrid 
fcburge, held forth, Rev. ix. ^o. as a remarkable judgment 
froin the Lord on the Chriftian world, then turned Antichrif- 
tian for their idolatry, woifhipping of images, &c. which 
was not brought into the church till the man of fm was tow- 
ards his height, 

3, Is not this unanfwerably manifeft, that be who. did 
with-hold, and as a bar, reftrained Antichrift's coming for 
a time, cannot now be ftanding in the way? you fee the 
Scripture fhews exprefly there is a bar muft be removed, and 
then fhould this man of (in be revealed; and this cannot be 
doubted, but that fome temporal power was hereby meant, 
which did then forcibly withftand as the original word kate^ 
chon imports, for it is very clear, whilft the Roman empire 
was Heathen, he could not brook R,ome ; or as a monarch, 
have his feat in that city with feven hills, he could not then 
both fit in the Temple of God, and have the kings of the 
earth to give their power with confent to him : Now let me 
but appeal men to their reafon and judgment, if any fuch 
bar could be yet ftanding, after fo great; yea, fuch in^num- 
eraWe mutations and changes of the world? when many ages 
ifmcc, there have been fuch various fucceflions of ftates and 
kingdoms, and a wearing out of greateft families, how any 
temporal power could be, fince the days of the apoftles a con- 
tinued let in the way of the adverfary, 

4. This query I would ferioufly offer, if fuch a paxty can. 
be found this day, to whom all the marks of Antichrift hcj<l 
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fbrthbythe Scripture does truely agree, could you then deny 
, he is come, if fo be you look for fuch an Antichrift, and under 
that cognifance, as the Hdly Ghbft points him forth in the 
word? O! will you be fo much in earned with your con- 
fcience, as to fufFer the truth come this near, that you may 
impartially judge, what is there of the prophecies that con- 
cerns Antichrift coming in the world, which is not now veri* 
lied in the event before your eyes, and admit the Scripture 
but judge therein, whether there is any fuch particular diftin- 
gliifhing badge and mark, held forth in that blefied record for 
his difcovery, wh;ch does not convincingly quadrate witli the 
pope and his followers. 

5. I fhall in this alfo appeal your confcience, if there b^ 
now, or hath been under the New Teftament, another party, 
or fuch an adverfary to the church of Ghrift, to whom thef<^ 
diftinguiftiing charafters of Antichri ft could agree, fuch an 
one who fhould be an open adverfary, but fit in the temple of 
God under the vail of a friend, with a (hew of great won- 
ders and miracles, and yet under that ftiew exalt himfelf a- 
gainft God, I know you will deny that this hatli a clear re- 
fpe£t to the Popijh party, or is juftly applicable to them ; but 
1 am fure, if without a prejudicate bias, you would ferioufly 
judge and abftraft from application, in this you could not 
deny an aflent that fuch a party, whofoever l^e be, bears that 
great badge of Antichrift in exalting himfelf againft Godj 
who, as a friend doth afiume thefe titles, only due and com- 
petent to the glorious God, and to the Mediator, to the Head 
and chief Do&or of the catholic church, and alleges her for 
his fpoufe, who ehaliengeth an infinite power by making ufe 
of that, Matt. xxViii. 1 8. All po*wer is given unto me^ &c. 
which that book intituled, Pontijical Cerimoniesj does aflert^ 
Lib. i. Fol. 36. who aflumes an authority to bind men's con- 
fcience by his law, and to free their confcience from tliefe 
laws which are divine and unchangeabley who appoints di- 
vine worfliip and adoration to creatures, by direfting prayers 
to them, does fubjeft the faith of the church to the determi-* 
nation of a man, in \vhich, as infallible, all muft reft; is not 
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that a detlironing of him, who is the great Prophet and 
Teacher of his church; yea, a making his authority void ^ 
now befides thefe 'diftinguifhing characters, which the Scrip- 
ture io exprefly gives of Antichriftj are not thefe alfo fo no- 
tour and plain, that I think it flrange how men can have their 
reafon and judgment in exercife, and not know to whom 
they belong: I mean the forbidding of marriage, and the ufe 
of meats, which the apoflle holds forth, i Tim. iv. 3. and 
Rev. xviii. 13. you have there a merchandife with the fouls 
of men; and O! can any be in the dark who thefe are, who 
have fuch a peculiar traffic . with this ware, by redeem- 
ing fouls for money, and making a fale of pardons and induU 
gences which concern men's fouls; I fliall add that likewife. 
Rev. ix. 20. the worfhipping of idols of gold and filver, and 
herein crave the world to be judge; yea, can appeal fome of 
their own greatefl writers, if this be not both the doftrine 
. and the praftice of the Romijh church, which one of the mofl 
learned among them does exprefly aflert, that the images of 
the Trinity are not fet up for a fliew, but for religious ado- 
ration; and is not this a moft direft making void of the moral 
law, which fo exprefly forbids any worfhipping of the invi- 
fible God under the fimilitude of a corruptible man, or un- 
der any yifible^reprefentation. 

6. Is not this foretold of Antichrift, what a dominion he 
fhould have over the kings of the earth. Rev. xvii. 18. unto 
whom they fhould agree and give their power and kingdoms 
to fupport his intereft; now, if this be not convincingly veri- 
fied, and hath been for many ages in the pope, it is eafy to 
judge; and I am fure his followers would be loath to deny 
a thing, in which they fo much boafl : I confefsj were it not 
thus foretold by the Scripture, we could not think it credible, 
how the kings and great men of the earth fhould be in fuch 
a meafure bewitched, to enflave themfelves and their interefl 
to that party, and yield to fo flrange a fubjeftion under their 
yoke, it feems fo very irrational; yea, like an infatuation, 
fmce they cannot but fee under what a terror he keeps them 
by his interdictions, by afliiming a power to loofe fubjefts 
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from any tie id their princes, and thus binding and loofing 
their confcience at his pleafure, what intereft he hath in their 
councils, by that fubtile device of auricular confeffion^ what 
intollerable homage and fervice he requires from princes, 
what vaft treafure he draws for the fupport of his hierarchy 
from thefe places where he hath power 5 yea, what a vifible 
tendency his aftings have to promote a worldly intereft, and 
make the great men of the earth dependent on him; how 
cafily he can difpenfe with the greateft breaches of the moral 
law, v^^hilft moft cruel and inexorable in any thing that copes 
with his power and fupremacy: O! how aftonifhing might 
this blind devoting of great meh, both themfelves and their 
power, to the fupport of fuch an intereft be, if we had not a 
clear refolution from the Scripture, that this is from the 
Lord, who hath put it in their hearts, and fo far gives them 
up in his fecret judgment. 

7. r niuft alk, is not that a convincing witnefs to the 
Scripture, and a clear argument for the Proteftarit reformed 
church, which you fo much obje61: againft her, that her con- 
dition for fo many ages hath been low and abjeft, and did fo 
little appear, whilft the Popj/b intereft was refplendent and 
flourifhing; for it is fure fuch a long continued fuffering, and 
latent condition of the church under Antichrift is exprefly 
foretold, wherein the witnefles fhould be put to prophefy in 
fackcloth, and the poor woman (which is meant of the 
church) put to flee to the wildernefs and be there hid, fo that 
you cannot fay, the church and followers of Chrift have been 
more low in thefe worft and darkeft times, than the word 
holds her out to be; yet, hath there been ftill a fiicceffion 
^nd fome witnefles for the truth, and the church thus conti- 
nued in all thefe times, which as one exceil^tly fays, was 
like a frefti river that made her way through that horrid lake 
of Antichriftianifm without mixing therev/ith, and at laft did 
break up*glorioufly. 

8. Is not the Antichrift in a fpecial way pointed out in 
the Scripture, by fome proper mark, fome vifible fign and 
cognifance, which his followers fiiould receive, for difFcren- 
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cing theili from any other party, Rev. xiii. 1 6. now In this t 
de^re the world, and commoneft obfervers to judge, if thefe 
many ftrange ceremonies and rites of the Romijh church, 
their diftinguifhing Cgns and badges, which they fo much 
own and indifpepfibly require, as vifible characters of their 
profeflion; yea, are fo peculiar to that party beyond others, 
do not convincingly quadrate with the Scripture herein, and 
moft clearly verify the fame in the event, the world knows, 
and the ordinary way and practice of thefe can witnefs that 
frequent ufe (Oh! a moft horrid idolatrous abufe) of the fign 
of the crofs, which not only in a fpecial manner they take 
as a differencing badge of their party from others, by fo 
frequent a croffmg of their forehead and breaft, and putting 
this as their mark on, all they baptize, or receive by confirma- 
tion j but^oes^ afcribe alfo to it an affeftive and operative 
power, and as a charm or magical fign, makes ufe of it to 
effe£l: things fupernatural, to reftrain fin, drive away the 
Devil; for this they conjure fpirits, thus they wear it in their 
rings and pendiaries; yea, is itnbt by them adored and wor- 
fhipped, and made ufe of for the bleffing and confecratioii 
of all other things; fure this can be no matter of debate, 
fince it is fo known and obvious, and that it is eafy thus to 
difcern a Roman Catholic^ if he but avow his prof^ffion, by 
fuch a vifible fign, and find him but by his mark; which that 
party does purfue with greateft fervour, and thereby corre- 
fpond and difcover themfelves one to another. 

1 fliall further add, is not this the Antichrift, whofe name 
muft be underftood, and reckoned by the number thereof, 
which is the number of a man? Rev. xiii. t8. It is true, 
this feems very dark and myfterious, and inftead of a more 
clear difcovery, might rather be judged a drawing a vail over 
this adverfary, but fince we have the Scripture's exprefs call 
and warrant, to make a ferious enquiry and fearch about its 
meaning, yea, does not only hold it forth as duty, but fhews, 
fuch a thing is attainable, and may be underftood, I fliall de- 
fire in humble fobriety, without peremptory aflerting, to of- 
fer Come few thoughts on this Scripture, both as to its mean- 
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ang, and how ckarly the man of fin is thus pointed out, and 
his name made known by the number thereof; anent whiqh 
I humbly judge (and muft tlierein crave liberty to differ from 
others, and thefewhofe judgment I moft highly refpeft) that 
this number, as it is here fet down, is explicatory, and given 
as the very key to the church for opening up the myftery of 
this name and of that man of whom alfo it* is the number, 
and thus fliews it is not to be reckoned as the name of a fingle 
perfon, nor is it to be found by arithmetic computation in 
the numeral letters of a man, but is the name of a politic 
body, a name which comprehends a plurality, fuch as thefe 
numerous orders and degrees of the pontifical hierarchy are, 
^nd by fuch a fcale his number does reemarkably afcend in 
fo many degrees, until it terminate in a man, even in one ab- 
folute monarch and univerfal head, as the wtry fumma totalis 
in whom that whole number refolves, and therefore it is the 
• number of a man; yea, by this reckoning we may thus clear- 
ly know what a man that is, that as he cannot be known if 
we take him aloiie, without refpefl: to a politic body, and th^ 
whole complex hierarchy, of which number he is made up, as 
the conftituent parts : we muft alfo underftand by this com^ 
putation the Antichrifl:, with refpeft to a long continued 
feries and fucceflion, which here the Scripture (hews to the 
church, that he is not a fingle individual perfon only, or fuch 
a politic body of many numerous degrees, refolving in one 
head, which fhould be but for an age, or of a ftiort duration, 
but that he is an adverfary who is to be continued in a nu- 
merous fucceflion, through a feries of many ages. And 
thus may the man of fjn and his name be underftood by this 
number of which he is made up. Now in this I humbly 
judge the fcope of the Scripture is clear in fetting down 
fuch a rule to count Antichrift by his number, and thus doe9 
prophetically obviate that great miftake after ages would fall 
in, and is to this day entertained, that this adverfary is but 
one individual perfon, who fhould get up, and caufe a remarks 
able apoftafy in the church; therefore it is that the world will 
not know this is he, when they fee him before their eyes, xiot 
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confidering that fuch a numerous body and fucceffion is con- 
tained in his name,^ from which he cannot be feparate. 

But for further clearing I (hall offer fome few things to be 
ferioufly confidered in his reckoning: i. Here is a number 
and plurality by the Holy Ghoft particularly fet down, by 
which Antichrift muft be known and counted, and the tie is 
fo clofe betwixt him and his number, that both the man and 
his name is formally made up thereof. 2. Here is a num- 
ber which is not to be fought after by the fubtile computa- 
tions of arithmetic, or any curious enquiry in the numeral 
letters of a man's name, fince thus we cannot know the true 
ufe of Chriftian wifdom and prudence, which the Scripture 
requires; yea, it is clear this way might anfwer fev^ral other 
names as well as Latinos^ which could not in an ordinary 
way be determined, without a pretending to fome extraor- 
dinary revelation and difcovcry; but here may be judged 
work for fpiritual wifdom, to count this number of Anti- 
chrift, and his name, with refpe£t to his nature, frame and 
compofition. 3. Here is fuch a number which is all fum- 
med up in one man, and cannot otherwife be counted or un- 
derftood, but as it hath a refpe6l: to a fingle perfon, in a con- 
tinued fucceffion wherein it refolvesj now, is there not fuch 
a number to which the pope ftands as nearly, related, as the- 
total film is to thefe degrees and leffer numbers of which it 
is made up? and here is wifdom to join aright that nian of 
fin and his number, and there fee how exaftly they quadrate 
in the event, and each gives light to another. 4. We find 
here .a large number, wherein there is a plurality of many 
different degrees rifing above other, and is therefore definite- 
ly expreffed by fo great a number as fix hundred and fixty 
fix. 5. This is alfo a number (and herein there feems 
clear ground for fuch a remark) which is moft unite and 
compaft, with a clofe concatenation, a remarkable ordei'and 
rifing from a lower to a higher degree, with a fpecial fubor- 
dination and dependance on each other; yea, is thus knit, 
' that one part comprehends the other, fuch as is moft cl&ar 
and obvious in that fubtile politic conftitution of the Romijb 
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ftate, and that numerous hierarchy witli which this definite 
number of fix hundred and fixty fix feems marvelloufly to 
quadrate, whereas by a fcale of fo many fteps and degrees you 
may follow Up this number, as it were from fix to fixty, &c. 
by DeanSy Provincials^ Generals of Orders^ to Bijhops; thence 
Arch-hijhops^ Primates^ Patriarchs^ Cardinals^ until you find 
all refolve in one man, who is as ftraitly related to it as a 
name can be to fo many fyllables whereof it is made up. I 
know this may feem too curious an enquiry, and not fo fuit- 
ing the gravity and weight of the Scripture, but fince the 
Spirit of God hath chofen fuch a definite number by ano- 
ther, wherein there is fo ftrange an order and quadration to 
difcover that adverfary; and gives us fuch ground that his 
number points at his frame and compofition, I think without 
any challenge of unfobriqty, fuch a remark very fuitable. 
6. Whilft the Scripture (hews this is the number of a man, 
and of his name, does it not alfo (hew it is fuch a number 
that lies neareft Antichrift, and is moft ftraitly related to him, 
and as the formal caufe does moft fpecially concur in his con- 
ftitution, yea, gives as it were life to that image? Now let it 
be ferioufly confidered what this is, yea, whether that myf- 
tery of Antichriftianifm do^ not ia a peculiar way lie in his 
fupremacy, and being infallible, and the ultimate judge of 
controverfies, which he claims as abfolute head of the church 
univerfal, and that fountain whence all thefe degrees of 
power in the Romijh hierarchy do flow, and in whom they 
fully terminate; for it is clear thence are all thefe grofs te- 
nets and corruption in doftrine : thus he moft dire61:ly exalts 
himfelf againft God, and puts the Mediator off his throne: 
thus he does exercife authority over men*s confcience : thus 
Antichriftianifni, and that avowed oppofition to Jefus Chrift 
takes life, i& nourifhed, and hath its ftrength even under 
thefe- wings of his abfolute fupremacy. Now if it be clear, 
this is the number which lies neareft to Antichrift, from 
Mrhich he can no-wife be feparated, and does moft formalljf' 
make up that man of fin; then by the exercife of Chriftian' 
wifdom may that number and its true meaning be thence 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



302 THE FOLFILLING 

under ftood. 7. Is not this fuch a number that is peculiarly 
reftrifted in a ^lafs by itfelf, which the i8th verfe does fliew, 
wherein the great bulk of the Rj)mtjh church is not to be 
fought; for though it is there clear that fuch who receive 
the mark, and by forae vifible profeffion own the doctrine of 
the RomiJJj church, are of the largeft exte^it, and therefore it 
is faid, great and fmall rich and poor, muft cgme that, length, 
yet as to the number of the br aft, and of his name, it is ex- 
prefled by itfelf, and as a higher clafs, in which all of the 
common rank who muft receive the mark does not fall; but 
as lying more clofe and near to Antichrift is in a peculiar/ 
manner reftrifted by a diftinguifhing note, which a ferious 
ftudy of that Scripture will help to clear, (f ) 

XI. What was prophefied anent the killing of the witnef- 
fes under Antichrift, Rev. xi. 3, 7, 8. we fay hath clearly 
come to pafs, and at this day may read the fame in the event, 
for it is manifeft, 

1 . That during Antichrift'is reign even in the darkeft 
times, there wanted not fome to feal the truth, and bear wit- 
nefs thereto, both by open confeffion and fufF^ring on that 
account, which the church hiftories can abundantly make 
out, . 

2. That during that dark night, thefe who did give a«tefti- 
mony, and any way appeared agamft the grievous encroach- 
ments of Antichrift in behalf of dpwn-borne truth, were put 
X6 prophecy in fackcloth, when there was nothing left, but to 
weep over the church's ruins, and witnefs their deteftation 
and grief, for the growing apoftafy of fuch time^. 

3. It is clear, that as the prophecy doth point at fome more 
remarkable fuffering and perfecution, which the church was 
to meet with from Antichrift, beyond all it had endured from 
that adverfary in former ages; yea, a fpecial permifTion from 
the Lord to that party, to vent their rage and cruelty againft 
the faints, which ftiould fall out after the witneffes' finifhing 
their teftimony: who had fo long in an abje£l low condition, 
as in fackclpth prophefied, when Antichrift fhould be at his 
height, and his kingdom upon the turn, that then muft tb^s 
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remarkable killing of the witneffesbe accomplifhed; (b like- 
wife did the event convincingly verify the fame, for it is 
known that upon the clofe of Antichrift's reign, whilft the 
tlruth began to break up, this foreft dorm of perfecution be- 
yond all that had been before, did then break upon the 
church, even in its budding forth, that we may fay, thatad- 
verfary did not only put forth the utmoft of his power and 
rage againft the faints, but feemed in fome meafure to bring 
his cruel defigns to pafs, which the dreadful maifacres in 
France y Province^ and the valleys oi Piedmont^ the fore and vio- 
lent perfecution of the church through the Netherlands^ un- 
der the duke oiAha^ and in England by queen Alary , in Ger*- 
many after the defeat of the duke of Saxony^ and Landgrave 
of Hejpy can clearly witnefs. 

4. Is it not alfo clear how this remarkable ftorm and cut- 
ting down of thie faints, over wh£)fe dead bodies their adver- 
faries did rejoice, was according to this prophecy to be previ- 
ous to fome eminent enlargements, and reviving of the 
church, which did accordingly fall out in the event like a re- 
furre£lion of the witneffes from the dead, to the aflonifhment 
of the world, that immediately followed upon the back there- 
of, fo that when their enemies thought they had gained their 
end, as they did conclude by fuch perfecutions, particularly 
that French maflacre that the Proteftant intereft fhould be 
quite ruined, they were forced to fee their labour in vain, and 
the church more eminently flourfhing after the fame. 

I (liall further add, that Antichrift hath not only been re- 
vealed, and^is kingdom come to its height, but it is clear 
this day that it is on the falling hand, and his ruin is now be- 
gun, upon which account we may fay, yea, have caufe to 
fmg, that the winter is paft, the fig-tree putteth forth her 
leaves, that fheweth the fumpier's approach; yea, the find- 
ing of birds is heard in our land, let us go forth and meet 
him, who is now gone out as a mighty man, for the falvation 
of his dhurch, and takes the fields againft this great adver- 
fary of his truth and people, on whofc fide victory doth 
fureiy wait. 
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II. WHAT IS YET TO BE ACCOMPLISHED. 

HAVING touched a little fome of the moft concerning 
prophecies of the Scripture, both under the New and 
Old Teftament, which are already fulfilled, and the truth 
thereof fo clearly written forth in the hiftory of providence, 
that we may fay the moft ordinary obfervers, if they will not 
fhut their eyes, cannot want a conviftion thereof. I fliall 
now in the next place point at that which yet remainethof the 
prophetical part of the Scripture to be accomplifhed, thefe 
prophecies which concern the church in thefe laft times, 
whereby we may have a fure demonftration, how far the 
night is fpent, and of the near approach of that blefled day 
of the liberty of the fons of God, for this doth finifh the myf- 
tery of God, and fully peffefteth his work, if once that 
which remaineth of the prophecies of the word were fulfilled. 

There are thefe truths the accomplifhment whereof we 
have a fure warrant to expeft before^ the end, i . The full ru- 
in and downfal of Babylon, 2. The converfion and in-call- 
ing of the Jci*: to Jefus Chrift.. 3. A folemn day of the 
church's flourifhiug, both Jews and Gentiles^ which fhall 
follow the out-making of the former promife. 4. The fall 
and deftruction of the Turkifh empire, that cruel party who 
have been raifed up and eftabliflied for judgment, with whom 
the Lord fliall yet reckon, for all that Chriftian blood, by 
them fo unjuftly fhed, feemeth clearly held forth. Rev. xvi. 
12, 5. We are alfo to expeft after all thefe, that full and 
laft ftroke upon Gog and Magogs and then the Lord is at 
hand, and that great myftery of the prophecies and promifes 
of the Scripture, fliall then be finiflied and at a blefled clofe. 

I. We have the full ruin and deftruftion of Antichrift and 
his kingdom clearly prophefied, nnd and in very exprefs 
terms promifed to the church, 2 Thefl'. ii. 2, 8. Rev. xvi. 
lo, 17. the accomplifliment whereof we do yet according to 
the Scripture wait for, • that the God of truth who cannot 
lie or repent, fliall in due time aflurcdly bring about, and that 
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approacheth when that folemn cry (hall be heard, Babylon is 
fallen, Anent which we would confider, 

1. That this judgment is already begun, and the firft ftep^ 
thereof vifible, is now clear, wherein men may fee the event 
mod exa£!:ly anfwer the prophecy, for the Lotd hath begun 
to confume Antichrift by the breath of his mouth, and fince 
the firft breaking up of the light, his kingdom hath been 
mouldering down before the word, have not nations fallen 
off at the voice of the preached gofpel ? It is true the church 
wantfeth not fore conflifts, eveii under the vials, and it is the 
Lord's way to try his people with fuch various uncertainties, 
that when things have been moft promifing, another provi- 
dence cometh like a crofs wave, which feemeth to drive them 
as far back as once they feemed to be forward, yet it is fure, 
and ftiould be beyond debate, that Antichrift's overthrow is 
upon aprefent advance, and that the work of the Lord for 
his church's deliverance is going forward, for if we believe 
falvation by Chrift upon the warrant of the word, ihould we 
not alfo with much aflurance believe that Antichrift's wound 
is deadly and incurable, which he hath got by the preaching 
of the go^el, which all the phyficians of the earth fhall 
never help. 

2. This is one of the greateft and fignal adls of 4:he judg- 
ment of God on his church'^ enemies, one of the moft emi- 
nent manifeftations of his glory which he hath feferved for 
the laft times, wherein the appearance of his hand and great 
power ftiall be very manifeft, and we are to expedl by this 
remarkable ftroke, that way fhall be made for that glorious 
houfe, which Chrift is to have for himfelf in the latter days, 
which fhall be built upon Antichrift's ruins, when that new 
bride, both f)f Jews and Gentiles^ fhall be prepared for the 
marriage-fupper of the Lamb. 

3. Though we are to expecj on clear ground from the 
word the Lord's eminent appearing by his immediate hand in 
this great work, which fhall be fo convincing in that day, 
and witnefs an extraordinary providence, that all on-lookers 
muft with fear and aftonifhment confefs that this is God's 
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own work, yet it is ^Ifo clear that he will therein make ufe 
of inftruments fitted and chofen for that end, who fli^ll be 
raifed, and afted forth with a more than ordinary fpirit, to 
execute the vengeance of the Lord, even the judgment writ- 
ten, amongft whom the feeble fliali then be ftrong-, yea, wC' 
have ground to exped, that of the kings of the earth, and 
the race and facceflbrs of thefe who in former times had. 
given their power to the bead, fhall the Lord raife up to 
hate the whore, and make her defolate: O bleffed are they 
who fhall have a hand in fo noble a work, to fack and deflroy 
that accurfed city, built up with the blood of the faints and 
martyrs of Jefus Chrift. 

4. We are not to bound the Lord as to any particular time 
for accompliihing this piece of his word, yet we have cleat 
ground to believe that Bahyhn^s ruin maketh hafte, and the 
day of the Lord upon her is near, Avhofe fword is bathed in 
heaven, and that the inftruments of his vengeance are mak- 
ing ready, one ftroke upon that party is already paft, Anti- 
chrift hath begun to fall before the word, and rnuft fall fur- 
ther, until that great ftroke which fhall deftroy his feat, and 
lay wafle that land, be accomplifbed: fome promifing eviden- 
ces of its near approach I would here point at : i . The many 
prayers of the faints, which are now before the thrpne, and 
cannot want a return, many who wreftled oft with the Lx>rd 
on this account, though they are away, yet are their prayers 
to the fore, and wait for tliis folemn manifeftation of the 
judgment of God,^ and the Wood of the faints doth not ceafe. 
to cry, yea, hath as loud a cry as ever. 2. It is clear that the 
preached gofpel now fince the light began to break forth doth 
ripen, and help to make the harveft more white than many 
ages formerly \ and truely if we confider how Ipng the word 
hath Ueen fomething a retreat to that party, to come out 
of Babyloni and that for the^e 150 years they have been ftill 
afting in oppofition to fo clear a light, to fuch, a folemn call, 
fo many warnings, yea, to fuch a convincing difcovery of 
the Lord*^ being againft them in very remarkable providen- 
ces, doth it not fhew at what an height their fin this day is. 
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and an obllinate rejefting of cure? 3. We cannot but fee 
how that judgment which fliould be poured forth on Anti- 
chrift under the vials, is in a great meafure now verified in 
the event. 4. It is clear and confonant to the Scripture," 
that the Lord's work is now haftening in the latter days, pro-^ 
vidence in a fwift motion, and roaketh great advance, more 
quick changes in the cafe of the church, both as to ftorms 
and calms, and her trials now muft not be fo long as in for- 
mer time, Rom. ix. 28. he will cut fliort his work in right- 
eoufnefs, for a fliort work will the l*ord make on the earth. 
5. That Antichrift and his followers do this day feem to be 
at ftich an advantage, the Lord's work as it were at a (land, 
yea, rather going back; this late reviving of Antichriftian 
prelacy in Britain and Ireland^ with fo vifible a growth of 
popery there, and fo dark an hour upon the reformed 
churches abroad, I think on very folid grounds, is a proihif- 
ing evidence of the near approach of a further ftroke on that 
party ; for it is clear both from the word and God's ordina- 
ry way of procedure, how a (harp ftorm is ufually previous 
to fome remarkable enlargement of the church, a very low 
ebb before the turning of the tide; yea, that every ftep of 
her advance, whereby fhe hath gained ground on Antichrift, 
hath ftill had fome conflict and wreftling going before, and 
thus the Lord by fufFering doth ripen his people for fucb 
limes of mercy. For which time, O let us pray and wait, 
when the fmoke of that accurfed city fhall afcend up to 
heaven, and his people be made to triumph in his praife,,and 
fmg that fong, Hallelujah^ falvatiofiy glory, and honour to the 
Lord Godj who hath judged the great nvhore; rejoice over her 
thou heaven^ and ye holy apojiles and prophets, for God hath a^ 
venged you ttpon her. 

IL We have a clear prophecy anent the in-calling of the 
Jews, and their converfion to Chrift in the latter days, held 
forth by the prophets, and in the New Teftament very ex- 
preily mentioned ; for the fulfilling whereof the church muft 
yet wait, and long after, when God fhall bring again the 
captivity of his ancient people, ^nd fay to that valley of dry 

^-: 
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bones, Live. Anent which we would confider, Ifa. xi. xj. 
Rom. xi. 24. Rev. xvi. 12. 

1 . That this promife doth not only concern particular per* 
fons, or a few, but the body and generality of that people, 
is mod ?:lear from the Scripture, if men would compare 
Ifa. xi. 1 1. Zech. xii. lo. with Rom. xi. 25. where it is un- 
deniably that their gathering muft be as full as their fcatter- 
ing; and as there is no nation fo remote whither fome of 
them are not this day, that fhall not hinder the fulfilling 
of the prpmife, but as Ifaiah fheweth, the Lord (hall then 
aflemble the difperfed and outcafts, and bring them back 
from the four corners of the earth, and furtlieft places there- 
of; yea,* doth not the appftle exprefly ihew that it is all Ifrael 
whereat this promife pointeth; for though they are enemies 
concerning the gofpel, yet are they beloved for th'e father's 

. fake, becaufe of the covenant which was made with Abraham 
and his feed; and truely we have in this ground alfo to ex- 
pe£l: fomething furtheip than their conyerfion, that in this 
day the Lord fliall raife the tabernacle of David which is 
fallen, and plant them upon their own land, Amos ix. n, 15. 
not only bring fliem to a vifible church-ftate, but even there- 
with fome temporal reftitutipn, and recollection of them as 
a nation; yea, may expe£i a return of the old bluffing of 
that land's fruitfulnefs, which I think is clearly held forth in 
that of Amos ix. 14. that the very hills drop down fweet 
wine, and melt as it were in outward bleffings upon them. 

2. That this promife hath not yet had an accomplifhment, 
Is alfo clear from the word, for it muft follow the rejeftiori 
of that people, and fhould not take place until the fulnefs of 
the Gentiles be brought in; which harveft for many ages 
after was not to be reaped ; yea, did not the apoftle hold this 
forth as a myftery, a piece of the Scripture which the ancient 
Jenvijh church could not well comprehend, when it was 
pointed at by the prophets, and even at that time was not un- 
derftood, which furely could have been no myftery if their 
converfion had reached no further than the apoftle's time*. 
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and it is known, how fmall a number fmce of that people 
hath yet been brought in to Chrift. 

^ 3. We have much ground from the Scripture, that this 
day, this great day of Jezreel {hall be a very remarkable and 
folemn time, which will caufe aftoniftiment to the nations 
about, and make a wonderful change on the face of the earth, 
a time of God's eminent appearance for that people, when 
his fmgular refpe<9: {hall be as manifeft as formerly his great 
difpleafure and anger was, a time on which many of the 
choiceft mercies of the church do certainly wait, the return 
of many prayers, a large pouring forth of the Spirit, even on 
the body of that people and all ranks, not only the families 
of Davidy Nathajiy and Leviy but alfo the families of Shimei^ 
with a large out-letting of gifts; yea, fuch a time, wherein 
the converted^of Ifrael {liall then fee and underftand, how far 
the glory of the feqond temple doth exceed that of the fir{l, 
and {hall be a very confpicuous part of Chrift's univerfal king* 
dom, eminent for the power and purity of the ordinances, to 
which others {hall look as to a moft choice and excellent pat- 
tern, of a purely reformed and gloriops church* 

4. Befides the promife of him who is not like man to lie^ 
or the fon of man to repent, there wants not fome very con* 
vincing providences to confirm our faith anent this, if we 
confider how this people are {lill kept by themfelves, amidft 
all their fcatterings, not mixt or incorporate with other nati* 
ens, which is moil* ufual through long coitverfe that people 
of feveral parts of the earth will unite and join in one, is not 
their great increafe alfo remarkable? what great multitudes 
of them are in the eaftern parts; yea, through moft of Afia^ 
Africa^ and in thefe {)laces of Europe where the Chriftian 
church is, and all this time their land not pofiefled, but by a 
rabble of the Turks ^ under whofe yoke they groan, and 
though the genealogies of particular families are at this day 
much loft, yet there is ft ill fo much fure ^nd evident, as to 
the feries and genealogy of the nation that doth difference 
them from any other people. 

c. It is true the authority of tiie v/ord fliould Glence all 
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all our thoughts, how fo great a thing fhall be brought a- 
boutj yet we may judge, that as a mean thiN? fliall eminently 
contribute to the fame, fuch a convincing ftroke upon Anti- ' 
chrifl which muft go before their converfion, wherein fo ma- 
nifeft an appearance of God, and the fulfilHng of one of the 
greateft promifes of the New Teftament, cannot but flare 
them in the face, and with this the taking away of that ftum- 
bling block of idolatry, which hath fo long helped to harden 
them againft the profcflion of the gofpel. 

I muft (hut up this with a fad regret, that whilft we have 
to clear a promife, there is no more tetider refpe6l, and fur- 
ther eflay to promote the good of that people, who knoweth 
what a blefling might attend the ufe of ordinary means? ilnce 
this is an unqueftionable duty, and men know not when 
they fow the feed, whether this or that ftall j5rofper; ahsl 
that the ufual deportment of Chriftians with whom they 
convcrfe, doth oft further help to heighten their prejudice 
againft chriftianity; let us long and pray more for this 
day, a day which fhall bring fo great a blefling witTi it to 
the Gentiles. 

III. There are many prophecies both in the Old and New 
Teftament, which do clearly point at a great flourifhing and 
profperity in the days of the gofpel, which I humbly con- 
ceive are not yet fully made out, but fhall have a more re- 
markable accomplifhment before \}\c clofe of time, Ifa. h:v. 
25. and Ixvi. 12. Mic. iv. i, 2. 

I confefs the event will be the fureft commentary, and un- 
til this appear, men fhould be fober and cautious, that they 
darken not the counfel of God and his truth, with any wild 
fancy, and aim to be wife above that which is written; yer, 
I -muft think that there are great thitrgs laid up in thefe pro- 
mifes for the church, that we cannot now well reach; yea, 
would fcarcc' get believed until the appointed time unveil 
their meaning; I fhall here but only touch, how it may ap* 
pear thefe promifes are not yet fully accomplifhed, and what 
with a fafe warrant we may expect in their accomplifhment. 
As to the flrft, we would confider thefe things. 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



OF THE SCRIPTURE. 3 1 1 

1 . That thefe great promifes which hold forth fo eminent 
an enlargement and flourifiiing of the church, do alfo point 
at fome particular limited time, fome period and revolution 
of the church's condition, which is not agreeable and com- 
mon to other times, until which thefe pronlifes do not take 
place. 

2. This promlfed fiouridiing, concerneth both Jfe^L}J and 
Gentiieiy and the word doth clearly point at fome further in* 
creafe of the Gentile church by the calling of the jeivSj which 
muil have ^ peculiar refpeft to that folemn time of IfraeVs 
redoration, and Antichrift's ruin, a time on which the return 
of many prayers, and tlie fulfilling of many promifes in the 
behalf of the church doth furely wait; fo that as Ifaiahy and 
other of the prophets, do put over this great flourifhing of 
the church to the days of the gofpel, the apoftle Rom. xi. 
doth point at a more precife time, wherein this in a larger 
meafure iliall be made out. 

3. We cannot find the Chriftian church did ever enjoy fo 
gr^at an enlargement and flourifhing (late, as thefe promifes 
feem to import, for perfecution and fuJering hath mod been 
her lot, firft from the Jenx;s^ next from her heathen adverfa- 
ries, and lafl: from Antichrift, wliofe fall and ruin, we have 
ground to expecJ, fliall make room for fo great an increafe 
of the church, for how much power Antichrift hath, in fo 
far is the church kept under; yea, it is clear, how very fhort 
ail her breathings have been. 

4. It would appear fo folemn a time of the church's fioijr- 
ifhing, whereat the prophets did fo oft point, as it hath aii 
undoubted refpe^l: to the days of the gofpel, fo in its full ac- 
complilhment muft anfwer to that remarkable day of Satan's 
binding and the faints' r^^lgn with Chrift, when the kingdoms 
of the earth become the Lord's, which we find doth immedi- 
ately precede Satan's laft loofing, and his going forth to ga- 
ther his broken forces, for that great battle which is to be 
very near the end. 

I ihall but add, we have ground to judge the Lord will 
ttfher in that glorious everlafting Itate of tlie church, even by 
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fome preparative degrees here, the latter times arc therefore^ 
to be reckoned the more blefled, the more near they approach 
to the dawning of glory. 

Now in the fecond place I fhall but point at fome things, 
which with a fafe warrant we may underftand, and look after 
in the accomplifhment of thefe promifes. 

It is very clear they hold forth a great enlargement to the 
univerfal church, both of Jews and Gentiles ^ particular 
churches may be in a fad withering condition whilft other 
parts do flourifh, but thefe promifes feem to point at a day 
which will concern the faints in all corners of the earth, who 
fhall not want their (hare with the reft of that UlefTed time. 
It may be a\fo clear, fome more bright and hot fun-fhine of 
the gofpel is held forth, fome fuch remarkable fpring-tide of 
the Spirit, that fhall be as difcfernable as the church's low 
ebb fometimes was; a day of the great people of God, his 
prefence very manifeft among his people, and with the ordi- 
nances, beyond former times, fo that Ezek. xlviii. 35. the 
name of that place Jhall he called Jehovah Shammah, the Lord is 
there: yea, that in this day Chrift's vifible kingdom in a fet- 
tled church-ftate fhall more eminently flourifh, and the flow-v 
ing in of people and nations with much fervour, who fhall join 
themfelves to the Lord*, pure ordinances, a more univerfal 
onenefs amongfl: the worfhippers of God, the walk of Chrif- 
tians with a difcernable luftre of holinefs made to commend 
the gofpel, Chrifl's goings full of Majefty, and the fhout of a 
king which then fhall be heard among his {)eople, the noife 
of fuch fad complaints and bitter exercifes from the fpirit of 
bondage, not fo much among the faints as in former times; 
and though we fee no fure ground from the word to expect 
fuch a favourable time, wherein the church militant fhall not 
have trouble and perfecution from the world, yet there feem- 
eth fo much clearly imported in fonre of thefe great promifes, 
as point at a great calm, and more favourable gale of outward 
ptofperity, which the church fhall then have; yea, this in 
fome longer continuance than informer ages: a day wherein 
the haters of the Lord fhall even be made to feign fubjeQion, 
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^vith much of the countenance and concurrence of magU 
ftrates, and the civil authority in behalf of the church •, yea, 
a time of much holy fear amongft the people of God, and of 
much terror and awe upon his enemies, to which the great 
works of the Lord in that time ihall then efF(?<aually contri- 
bute, and caufe them fear the Lord and his goodnefs in the 
latter days. 

(f ) IV. There is a fpecial prediftion of Satan^s binding up 
and reilraint, and of fome remarkable reign of the church 
with Jefus Clirift, held forth. Rev. xx, 2. the full accomplifti-* 
ment of which, we, on clear ground, may judge is not yet 
come, yet is fo far now verified in the event, as may clearly 
witnefs its meaning, and let us fee how at this day it is 
taking place: I confefs this feems one of the moft dark 
and obftrufe pqphecies we have in the Scripture, on which 
there hath been many ftrange thoughts and gloflts held 
forth; but to fet down thefe various judgments of men on 
the truths of God, I humbly think may tend to a further 
darkening of the fame, more than to any folid edification, I 
fliall only offer fome things to be confidered, which by unde- 
niable confequence from the Scripture feem moft clear and 
obvious, and may not only help to underftand this prophecy, 
but that manifeft correfpondence which is betwixt it and 
the event at this day. 

1 . There can be no debate this folemn time of the faints* 
reign with Chrift concerns the militant condition of the 
cliurch, and muft be expefted here on the earth, not in hea- 
ven, and therefore we find immediately after,'there is a very 
fore afTault of the Devil held forth, who ftiould occafion a 
new trial to the church, and be for a time let loofe to de- 
ceive the nations. 

2. Since the Scripture is the beft interpreter of itfelf, we 
muft here underftand with comparing one place with ano- 
ther, this raifing of the faints and martyrs of Jefus Chrift to 
reign with him figuratively, and in fuch a fenfe as that in 
Rev. xi. II. muft be underftood, viz. a raifing of the wit- 
neflcs in the fame fpirit and power, aild of fuch a party who 

Vol. L Rr 
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(houlJ bear the fame teftimony, to which all that iSjj]R(fal. Iv. 
5. and Mat. xi. 14. anent John's coming in the fame fpirit 
of Elijahy with which he did appear to the world gives light, 
fo that we fee how confonant and agreeable Scripture is 
wkh itfelf. 

3. Is not the meaning of the Spirit in this prophecy clear, 
that the greateft enlargement of the church; yea, of the long- 
eft duration and continuance that it Ihould have under the 
New Teftament, unto the fecond coming of Chrift, is held 
forth in the reign of the faints, fo that it manifeftly points at 
a more folemn time, a more fweet refrefhing interval, which 
{hall be remarkable both in meafure and duration, beyond all 
ihe formerly had, and fhews that there is no fuch a happy 
time elfe to go over the church's head till fhe be triumphant 
in heaven, therefore it is called Kat exochetty the church's 
reign, confidered comparatively with any other fuch change. 

4. Is it not very clear, that this fo remarkable time can- 
not be judged previous to Antichrift's coming, nor under 
his advance and growth, fince, i. This points exprefly at 
thefe who were beheaded for the witnefs of Chrift, and had 
not worfliipped the beaft and his image nor received his 
mark, who fhould thus be raifed to reign with Chrift. . 2. 
We find that it doth very immediately precede, that laft af- 
fault the church fliaU have upon Satan's ioofing, to gather the 
nations to that great battle, and fo muft concern thefe laft 
times, when the Lord is pouring out hi^ vials upon the 
throne and kingdom of the beaft; it is ftrange when the 
Scripture is f«r plain that fome choice and excellent men 
writing on this prophecy, will have it contemporate with the 
church's condition before Antichrift's appearance, for it is 
fure, if by the beaft and his image and mark Antichrift muft 
be underftood, and rf there be but one great aflault mention- 
ed after this, which the church militant ftiall have before the 
clofe of time, this prophecy muft now be fulfilling, and with 
no other time before this, could quadrate according to the 
Scripture. 

5. Is it not clear, that this great reftraint of Satan is no 
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fuch abfblute binding, that will put the church wholly be- 
yond the trouble and reacli of his aflaultsj no, this belongs 
to heaven, and is thfere only to be expefted; but the Scrip- 
ture very evidently (hews this fhall be fuch a binding up of 
Satan, that he fhould not deceive the nations, nor have thai 
wonted power to darken the face of the churchy by any great 
or univerfal apoftafy during this time; and I am fure it is un- 
deniable, that fince the church's raifing from under Antichrift, 
Satan hath been thus reftrained, and by all his violent af* 
faults, he hath not reached the full withdrawing of any one 
nation, which was brought under the yoke of the gofpel, 
whatever may be faid of poor Bohemia^ by a violent fpate of 
perfecuting fo borne doM-n, that this once famous church, 
is now fcattered in other places, where there are yet confi- 
derable numbers; yea, it is not altogether without hope, 
that the great avenger of blood will yet vifit her cruel ufage, 
on that bloody Aujirian family, and return yet her captivity 
again, when it feems now furtheft off and hopelefs. 

6. Miift we not fee that this great funrfhine, as it takes in 
Antichrift's fall, hath a fpecial refpefl: alfo to IfraeVs return 
and converfion, which according to the Scripture, is one of 
the mod folemn and flourifhing times that the Chriftian 
church (hall have, and therefore fhall be to the Gentiles as 
life from the dead. Now, Ao but ferioufly judge what the 
church's condition hath been through all the timea of the 
New Teftament, firft under Heathens, and after under the 
tyranny of Antichrift, and now how far providence does un- 
fold the meaiiing of this prophecy in the event, fince the man 
of fin began to decline, and I humbly judge it may be eafy to 
fee that at this day it is clearly taking place, though this fo^ 
lemn reign be not yet advanced to its greateft pitch, but ^*riU 
have a more remarkable period Cjre this prophecy be fully 
made out. 

I fhall but add, this refurreftion mentioned in the prophe- 
cy muft be in a fpiritual fenfe underftpod, and can be no 
bodily raifing of the (flints, fince it is fo exprefly there called 
Rr2 
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the firft refurreftion, to difference it from the fecond, and is r 
held forth in an oppofition to the firft death, (f ) 

V. We have a prophecy held forth Rev. xvi. 1 2. which 
comparing with Chap. vi. 13. feemeth clearly to point at the 
fall and deftruftion of the Turkijh empire, who have been 
thcfe many ages fo great a fcourge to the Chriftian world; for 
it is manifeft that this drying up of the river Euphrates muft 
relate to that very party which we find in that ninth chap- 
ter raifed up from about that river, where the Turk hath fo 
confiderable a part of his dominions: it is true the event will 
^ore clearly make this known, yet thfefe are undeniable, 

I. That fuch a party was foretold by John in that ninth 
chapter, and a folemn warning given to the church of fo 
dreadful a ftorm, the time alfo there pointed forth when An- 
tichrift fhould be at a great height; yea, the portraiture of 
fuch an adverfaiy moft evidently held forth, fuch as indeed 
they were found to be, a terrible cruel deftroying party, and 
therefore are faid to have breaft-plates of fire: their num- 
ber alfo there held out to be a very great multitude, which 
thefe huge armies ufually brought by the Turk to the field 
can witriefs. ^ . . 

t. The caufe wjiy the Lord fhould raife up fo dreadful aft 
fenemy, ahd thus let them loofe, is alfo exprefly declared in 
that ninth chapter, verfe 20. that it was in judgment, and 
for a plague on rrten for antichriftiah idolatry, which then 
had fo much overfpread the earth ; and it was no wonder, 
that when fo much of' the vifible church was turned almoft 
brutifh in their religion, and fr6m the pure worlbip of God, 
was carried after idols of gold and filver, the work of men's 
hands, that fo brUtifh and barbarous an adverfary fhould be 
let out for a fcourge: I truely think that as Antichrift and 
the abominations of that party hath been hitherto the lett of 
fuccefs againft the Turky fo we are not to expeft the prof- 
pering of any fuch defign, and his fall and ruin, until the 
caufe be removed, for which the Lord did make ufe of this 
dreadful rod. 

3. That fuch a party was raifed up according to the pro- 
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^hecy, yea, at the appointed time thereof, is very clear, who 
like a mighty deluge did overflow a great piece of the earth, 
and with ftrange prodigious fuccefs* did over-run much of 
AftOy fome parts of Africa^ and brake in on Europe ^ to give 
work to thefe kings and great men*, and be a fcourge to them 
who had given their power to uphold the' throne of the beaft, 

4. There is alfo clear ground from the Scripture that the 
Lord fliall as eminently appear in the fall and deftrudiion of 
this adverfary, as in the raifmg^of theni up, and that by their 
fall he is to make way for the accomplifhing of his promife 
anent the church's further increafe, his ancient people, 
whereto this prophecy feems to have a particular refpeft : 
this we are to look after as one of the great works of the 
Lord, that is referved for the latter days, which fliall no lefs 
fhew forth his power and glory, even the drying up of that 
great Euphrates^ than in the day that he divided the fea, and 
made Jordan a dry channel for his people to gp through. We 
are not to be further pofitive anent means and inftruments, 
how fuch a thing fliall be brought about, it is enough what 
the Lord hath fpoken, and vhe word that is gonie out of his 
mouth fliall not return in vain. 

VI. Now to clofe this, there is yet one great aflault 
which we find the church fliall have before the end, and then 
her warfare will be near finifliedj anent which the Scrip- 
ture is clear, that Satan for a little mud be let loofe, and that 
fblemn and perfeft viftory which the church in the clofe of .- 
time will get over all her adverfaries, fliall be ufliered in with 
a very fliarp trial, and once again this ungodly world will 
fliew its rage, rally its broken fcattered forces in a general 
mufter. Rev. xx. 8. with as much fury as ever, and there 
fliall the Lord eminently appear, that by one fujl ftroke he 
may fdrever decide that long continued war and feud betwixt 
the church and her enemies; a deliverance, which as it will 
be the laft, fo one of the greateft: that ever the church had, 
the Lord thus finifliing his work of providence by fo ftately 
and magnificent a clofe; and truely, after this we know no 
more of canonic Scripture to be fulfilled, but the coming 
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of the Lord, when the poor tofled afflifted church fhall enter 
into a triumphant eftate above all the violence and opprefBon 
of men: O bleffcd and long-looked for day of Chrill's return 
to judgment, when the duft of the faints that for fome thou- 
fand years paft have been retting in hope fhall awake, and 
this earth, and all the glory thereof, like a poor vain fhew 
<lifappear: O blefied and comfortable time in which tlie 
faints fhall then fully know what heaven is, which they have 
fo oft admired at a diflance, to behold his face, in whofe 
prefence is fulnefs of joy, and fhall need no further confir- 
mations of the truth of the werd, when once this great pro- 
mife of the Lord's return is verified •, a promife wherein all 
thefe precious truths which concerned the church in hex 
journey, as fo many flreams fhall empty themfelves in this 
great deep: then there is no more to do, the work of the 
gofpel is finifhed, the redeemed all brought in, and the bride 
made ready to go forth and meet him, who fhall fully fatisfy 
and comfort his people, according to the days of their for- 
mer aflliftion, and be for ever their exceeding great re ward • 

ARGUMENT FIFTH, 

THAT which not only is for the mofl part already ac^ 
complifhed, but is a thing whereof we have fo fare 
confirmations: yea, fo great a pledge in our hand from- the 
Lord, that what yet remaineth fhall be certainly fulfilled, 
muft it not be an undoubted truth? But the Scripture as to 
thefe fpecial prediftions, that are not yet made out, is fuch, 
>nent which the Lord hath given his people a very large 
pledge, and flrong confirmations now in thefe latter times, 
to believe their certain accomplifhment. Therefore, &c. 

It is fure that a part of the Scripture, fome fpecial prophe- 
cies which do concern the flate of the church in thefe lafl 
times; hath not yet had an accomplifhment, which are al- 
ready touched in the former argument, and are indeed fo 
great concerning truths, that may caufe us fit down and won- 
der, when we think thefe fhall fliortly come to pafs; yet 
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fuch, whereof we may be fully perfuaded, if we confider 
that they are held forth and promifed by him who is the God 
of truth, and the begun performance hereof now fo manifeil ; 
yea, what hath been the Lord's way, and the eminent provi- 
dences of the laft times, which may fully fatisfy our fpirits, 
that God's work is near to a clofe, and the accomplifhing of 
the whole Scripture now at hand. 

I fhall here point at fome fpecial grounds whence the god- 
ly in thefe times may be thoroughly confirmed anent the 
truth and certain out-making of the Scripture, and thefe pro- 
phecies thereof -that yet are not fulfilled, which we fhould 
look on, as a very convincing pledge in our hand of the fame^ 

(f ). I. Is not the being of the world; yea, the heavens 
and the earth which we fee, with the continued courfe of 
nature, given from the Lord, and held forth to his people as 
a witnefs to his truth, and a fure pledge to confirm their 
faith anent its accomplishment? that when we look upon 
the heavens or the earth, we may there read a vifible feal of 
tlie certain performance of the whole Scripture of God, 
which for that ^ery end are fet before our eyes, we have 
this clear, Jer. xxxiii. ao. that the coveriant with the day and 
the night is there given to the church, to confirm that cove- 
nant betwixt the Lord and his people, this alfo is held forth 
Jer. xxxi. 35. Thus faith the Lord, who gives the fun a light 
by day, and the moon andjlars by night, if thefe ordinance's fJjall 
depart, then may the feed of Ifrael ceafe and fail from being a 
nation. It is alfo clear, Pfal. Ixxxix 2- That the faithfulnefs 
of God is ejlablifljed in the very heavens, and thefe given as a 
fpecijil convincing pledge to confirm the faith of his people 
in tlic matter of his truth, and of the performance of 
his word, for which we will find in the 37 verfe of that 
Pfalm, the fun and the moon given to the church, as a wit- 
nefs: is not the rainbow alfo. Gen. ix. (though not natural, 
but an inftituted fign, becaufe there is no correfpondence 
betwixt the fign <ind the thing fignified) given as a vifibk 
fign of the covenant of God to feal unto men the afTurance 
of his word and prom ife ? 
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I muft think it ftrange that we do not conGder this world, 
and look on tlie frame thereof with more aftonifhment; yea, 
that it is not a greater and more marvellous thing in our eyes, 
if we would but think ferioufly, whence it is, and how it 
came to have a being; let us fuppofe one were brought 
forth into the light, from a dark place where he had never 
feen it before, and there let his eyes wander a little upon 
the heavens and the earth, O what a dazling and amazing 
fight would that be ! but it muft be faid we look on thefe 
every day, yet know not how to read or underftand, what is 
written thereon; Oh! this great univerfe is for the moft part 
as a fealed book. 

But for clearing of this truth, there are two things we 
would gravely confider, i . Something which muft be pre- 
viouily known and believed, that thofe vifible heavens and 
earth, are the very work and produft of this God, whofe 
word and promife we have in the Scripture, and have their 
being and original from him; for otherwife there could be 
no reafoning from thefe anent the truth of his word. 2. We 
would alfo confider, what a convincing pledge is here, for 
confirming our faith of the Scripture, and of the fure per- 
formance of all that is yet remaining thereof to be accom- 
plifhed, 

As to the firft, it might feem unneceflary fo much as once 
to mention it, fmce it is fo little queftioned or under debate ; 
but Oh it is too clear, that many truths are eafily admitted, 
which are not really believed: I know the world would find 
it hard to fhift fo manifeft a demonftration, that this univerfe 
is the work and produft of the great God, when there is in 
it fo bright a difcovery of infinite power and wifdom, truely 
it is ftrange, how men could admit its being, who have de- 
nied its beginning, which not only by faith we underftand, 
but is moft evident fifom folid grounds of reafon, and though 
men are undone with implicite faith, and a common afTent to 
the greateft fundamental truths, without any folid perfua- 
fipn thereof, yet the greateft Atheifts cannot keep off the dif- 
covery of this, but by keeping at a diftance from it; which 
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truely Arijlotle^ and others of thefe ancients, did not fo much 
deny the fame, but not knowing the Scripture, they could 
not know how it fhould be: thence Epicurus and others of 
his followers, finding that they could not fave thephanomina 
of nature, and fhun unanfwerable abfurdities if they admitted 
an eternity of the w^orld, did fall on fuch an irrational fancy 
to avoid this, of the fortuitous concourfe of atoms; yea, 
fomc held an eternal pre-exiftence of the firft matter, which 
pitiful notions may fliew what fad cafe men are in,' who 
grope after the truth by the twilight of nature, and are flran- 
gers to the Scripture: but I leave this, and fnall only touch 
a little, fome moft clear and fatisfying evidences of this truth, 
' that the beginning and original of the world, is not more 
clear from the Scripture, than it is alfo demonftrr.ble from 
folid convincing grounds of reafon; and truely a clear dif-, 
covery of this liath a further reach than may be appre^iend- 
ed, to give the Atheifm of men a dead flroke, and fhake all 
its grounds: now, let thefe few things be feriouily confidered, 
I. If you confefs there is a Deity, that God bleflcd for e\^cr 
is, muft you not necfeflarily admit a creation and beginning, 
fince eternity is a thing that is only, communicable to the firft 
caufc, and you cannot conceive that the earth could produce 
itfelf, for to exift, and not to exift at the fame time, is a 
contradiftion ; and I am fure they muft fhut their eyes, wHB 
do not every where difcern fome witnefs of the glorious 
being of God. 2. You cannot deny that there is fuch a 
thing as time, fmce there is no judging of days, years and 
ages to be infinite, or how one thing in a continued order 
fliould go before another, without coming to fome firft ^nd 
beginning. 3. Does not this gradual advance of human 
knowledge in the earth, and that further difcovcry whicJi 
arts and fciences have made by a continued improvement of 
the fame, witnefs very clearly a beginning and original of the 
world, for ye could not conceive a perpetual fuccefiion of 
mankind with a conftant elfay after further knowledge, v/ith 
fuch a continued pro^refs in experience, as an eternity fup- 
pofed before this would produce, and yet the moft concern- 
VOL. I. S s 
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ing arts and fciences; yea, the choiceft experiments and in-' 
ventions we have in the world to be of fo* late a rife and date, 
fuch as the ufe of printing, and the mariners compafs by the 
loadllone, the ufe of guns, the improvement of minerals in 
medicine i yea, the very motion and convey of the blood in 
man's body, which are but of late difcovery. 4. May not 
fo fhort a hiftory which to this day we have of the world, 
witnefs its late original, and that it is of no eternal duration, 
fmce the an^cienteft records of time, or of things paft, do not 
exceed fome thoufands of years; and could this be poflibly 
conceived, that infinite ages preceding, if fuch had been, 
Ihould give no account nor leave a remembrance to poflerity, 
when thefe late ages hold fo much forth; yea, how could 
it be, that it is but of late one part of the world is known 
and difcovered to another part thereof? 5. It is very mani- 
feft from the known records we have of by-paft times, what 
hath been the rife and increafe of nations, yea, how a great 
pjirt of men have from a rude and favage eflate been brought 
into fociety, and under laws and government, which fliews 
this world muft be of a lliort duration, which ilone could 
conceive by admitting fuch a fuppofal of its eternal being. 
6. It is fure man is born and dies, and in that ordinary way 
of generation mankind is ftill prppagate ; and is not here the 
world's beginning very obvious? for you cannot judge that 
men fhould beget other eternally, without going back at lail 
to fome firft man who coulA not beget himfelf. 7. If eter- 
nity be preferable to time, can you judge the excellenteil 
things of the earth, fuch as man, and next unto him the 
beafts, are perifliing, and only thefe things which are inani- 
mate, and the mafs of the earth whereon they tread, is of a 
perpetual duration. 8- It is manifeft what an increafe a 
few men (not to fpeak of other living creatures) may in an 
ordinary way have, to people a vaft country even in fome 
ages; now, is it not thus clear the world can be of no eternal 
duration? for, if you fhould this way turn back on an infinite 
number of a^es, and fuppofe that every age fhould but add 
and multiply to the race of man, two or three, it would come 
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at laft to this, the earth could not bear them: fince we mud 
thus fuppofe fome infinite increafe from an infinite conti- 
nuance of the world, which no wars or confuming ftrokes 
could in fuch a meafure diminifii. 9. Can -you conceive 
that fhould be eternal \rhich is wholly made up of corrup- 
tible and perifhing things, fince the things of the world have 
all their fet times and feaforis wherein they appear, and are 
quickly gone. In a word, muft not thefe deny a diflblution 
of this world, or an after judgment and life to come, yea, 
the whole truth of religion, if this great truth be not received 
and believed. 

But having premitted fome few evidences that may wit- 
nefs the original of the world, yea, that this marvellous 
frame, with the whole continued courfe of nature, is the 
produ6b of a divine power and wifdom, I (hall here in the fe- 
cond place point at fome few things which may fliew how 
great a pledge this is, and what a quieting ground it fhould 
be to the faith of the godly, that the Scripture is certainly 
true, and muft have an accomplifhment, fince from the very 
being and beginning of the world we may clearly reafon to 
thefe, which by undeniable confequence follows: 

1. That the world now is, is a fure and confirming wit- 
nefs to its laft clofe, and of the accompliftiment of that pro- 
rnife of its diflblution in the end of time; we know it is not 
long fince there was no earth, no fun, moon or ftars, now, 
upon no lefs fecurity than that word, by which ft was form- 
ed, we muft believe it fhall ere long ceafe to be what now it 
is; and thus when we look upon the world, and fee fuch a 
thing before us, ought we not to read that promife of its after 
defolution clearly written thereon before our eyes? 

2. It is a very clear confequence, that this God can bring 
his word unto performance, and his power therein cannot 
'fail or fall ftiort; yea, that his counfcl and purpofe hath no 
depcndance on means or inftruments, who did once bring 
this world out of nothing, and fiiid, Let there be heaven and 
an earth *iohen there was none: O when we open the Bible 
and read the great promifes thereof, fhould we not have that^ 
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iinprefRon on our ibuls, thefe are the true and faithful fay- 
ings of God and Lis word, with whom the doing thereof is 
as ea fy at to fay it; who without the concurrence of inftru^ 
ments, or any co-workers could hiring tliis great creation 
forth ', we truely fo far miftake the meaning of the heavens, 
and thefe great celeftial bodies, with the marvellous order 
that is there, when we cannot read the truth and faithful- 
nefi of God in all his promifcs writ thereupon, for they are 
held forth to men as a confirming pledge of the fame, and 
;his were indeed an excellent ftudy and improvement of 
aftrology. 

3. Since it is fure and undeniable, that this ^arth doth 
hang in the empty place, though men fee not whereon 
it leans and refts: O what a ilrange thing is itl could the 
air bear up fo vaft and ponderous i^ body, but herein is a mar- 
vellous divine power convincingly witneiTed, which hath fo 
eftabliflied it that it cannot be moved; now, is not this his 
very word that bears up fuch a weight, and thenfce with as 
clear ground we may reafon, for adventuring of the church 
with its weight, and every Chriftian's burden, whatever it 
may be, on the promife of this God, on whofe word the 
great bulk of the earth doth ^his day lean : I muft fay no ma- 
thematical demonftration does follow, by a clearer evidence, 
than this confequencc from fuch premifes is undeniable. 

4. We fee the Lord keeps covenant with the day and the 
night, yea, that fummer and winter do not fail before him 
according to his promife, and are not thefe a vifible witnefs 
for God, that his truth and covenant with his church fhall 
not fail, for it is fure the continued courfe of nature hath 
fuch an audible voice, if we could but liften thereto. 

5. Does not the Lord clearly witnefs by fuch a ftrange 
contrariety that is amongft the elements, and thefe different 
qualities whereof he ferves himfelf in this great frame and 
compofure of the world, that this promife fhall not fail; but 
it is eafy for him to verify the fame, in making all things 
work together, were they never fo crofs and difagrecing a* 
mong thenifelves, for an accompli (hraent of his defign. 
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6, When we fee die rage and violence of the great ocean 
bounded by a bank of faiid, for which there could be -no true 
reafon given, how fuch an impetuous and furious motion could 
be reftrained, and the fand be a bridle to the fea, if it were not 
to make out the faithfulnefs of God, who by a perpetual de- 
cree hath thus bounded it: O ! is there not thence a vifible con- 
firmation of this truth? that he/can alfo reftrain the rage of 
nien, and turn it unto his praife, and for attaining this end 
ferve himfelf of moft improbable means; it was a notable 
faying of a grave minifter of Chrift, when he was upon the 
fea in a ftorm, 0/ Jhall I fmr^ fays he, the face of a tyrant^ 
that ferve him who can refrain and tame the rage of this fwelU 
trig fea. 

7. If wc confider the earth and its original, and look a- 
right on that fo oft repeated difcovcry we have of the feed 
time and harvefl, and of the earth bringing forth fuch innu- 
merable kinds of vegetables in the fpring after a dead winter, 
as out of their graves, may we not thence have a very clear 
confirming feal of that great truth of the refurrec^ion, and of 
the rainng of the duft of men's bodies that are buried under 
the earth ; and I Ihall but fay, does not God thus ^ive a con- 
tinued wonder, and fet the fame before our eyes in the con- 
tinued courfe of nature, to aflure us of his truth and promife, 
that it fhall not fail, though there were no appearance how in 
an ordinary way it could be 'accompliflied. 

(f ) IL Ground whence we may be thus confirmed in our 
faitli, is this, that not only the moft part of the Scripture is 
:^ready proved and verified in the event, but alfo thefe truths, 
which of the whole Scripture are moft: ftrange and marvel- 
lous, yea, ftiould have much ftaggereH our faith, if they were 
yet ftill in a promife, are this day ^certainly accompli fhed : I 
ihall but only inftance the coming of theMeftiahs, which the 
prophets of old foretold, that God fliould be manifeft in the 
flefh, and a*Virgin bring forth a Son, whofe name fliould be 
JBtntnanuely that was to die, and be cut oft" out of the land of 
the living, not fo;;, himfeif, but for the tranfgrefBon of his 
people; is not this now furely acccmpliftied? which we m^v 
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fay is the greateft wonder, tlie mod aftonifhing thing that 
ever was, or fhall be, and fhould fully filence our thoughts a- 
nent any other Scripture truth that is yet to be made out, for 
we know that the great bufinefs of redemption is put to a 
clofe, the ranfom and price thereof fully told down, now is 
the do6lrine of the gofpel fealed and attefted by blood, even 
the blood of the Teftator : it is now fure the promifed Mef- 
fiahs hath come, and this is he, who in the days of Pi/ate fuf- 
fered at Jerufalem^ in whom all things which were written 
by the prophets were truely accomplifhed. And is not this 
a great pledge, to afTure us of the real out-making of every 
other promife? It is fure he did die, his blefled fide was pier- 
ced with a fpear, and upon the crofs he cried with a loud 
voice, and gave up the ghoft. O! here lieth the greateft caufe 
of wonder, not what doth yet remain of the Scripture, 
but that which is already fulfilled, not that Chrift fhould 
come again to judge the ^X'orld, but that once he did come to 
t!ie world, and became man; for God to be found in the 
form of a fervant, and die, that is beyond expreflion wonder- 
ful; for the other muft necefl^arily as a confequent follow, 
that \)£, who hath redeemed the church, and did pay her ran- 
fom, ftiould fee the travail of his foul, and be fatisfied, that 
having made fuch a purchafe, he fhould alfo have pofief- 
fion, and finifh the building, the foundation whereof was his 
own blood. I confefs, what we do yet expecS according to 
the promife, are great and aftonifhing truths, the full over- 
throw of Antichrift and his kingdom, that the dead bones of 
the Jewijh church fhould again live, but efpecially Chrift's 
return to judgment, who fhall be revealed from heaven with 
flaming fire, the found of the trum.pet; and voice of the arch- 
angel, yet, how great foever they are, and mayfeem hard 
for us to believe, O how fmall comparatively are they, with 
that which is already done and accompliflied, the incarnation 
of the Son of God, a myftery hid from ages, wherein the an- 
gels with wonder do look, which we may fay is unfpeakably 
more ^reat than to create this world, nnd.turn it again to no- 
thing: it may be truely llrange, whilft we read.thefe pfophe- 
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€ies anent Chrift and his kingdom, in fo plain an hiftory, 
and profefs that we believe he did die and rife again, we 
Ihould have fuch hefitation anent the performance of any 
other Scripture promifej is it not this day much more eafy 
to believe the Scripture and fulfilling thereof, than it was of 
old for the JewiJIj church before Chrift's coming ? and now 
may we not with as much afTurance wait for the fecond 
coming of the Lord, and a full perfeGing of his word, even 
from that which is already verified thereof, as we are fure of 
the return of the fun after it is gone down, and of the break- 
ing of the day when once the night is paft. 

III. Ground whence the godly in thefe times fliould be 
confirmed anent the full performance of that which is yet 
remaining of the Scripture, that it is fure, yea, now near at 
hand, is this, that Jefus Chrift is come "to action againft the 
enemies of his church, and hath taken the fields, that furely 
he is now gone forth in the greatnefs of his ftrength con* 
quering and to conquer. 

This is a grave trath, M'^hich might give us very fweet re- 
frefhing thoughts in fp fhaking a time, that whiht we have 
feen the Lord's appearing by a great and outftretchecy.iand 
for his people, thefe terrible ftirs and concufiions of uvt na- 
tions, have feen him ftrike through kings in the day of wrath, 
and fill the places with the dead bodies of his adverfaries, 
we may alfo on clear Scripture grounds conclude, that the 
Lord is now awaked as a mighty man, and upon the fields; 
yea, that the war is furely begun againft Antichrift, and all 
the adverfaries of his church, which fhall not ceafe until the 
full victory be obtained; for indeed thefe providences, which 
ill thefe laft times fliould be very affrighting and terrible, 
w^hen we go in to the word, we fhall find they have a com- 
fortable afpeft on the church, and do prefage her greater en- 
largement, which as the tender buds and leaves of the fig- 
tree, are put forth to fhew the fummer's approach, Luke 
xxi. z8. It is true, the church is now low, and the work of 
God meets with very fad interruptions, which are needful 
both for trial and rebuke, but this alfo is fure \yhich none 
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can deny, that the Lord hath eminently appeared, and don^ 
great thhigs for his church; yea, we muft fay, he hath by a 
confluence of very remarkable providences thus condefcend- 
ed to flrengthen his people's hands, to confirm fuch who are 
ready to ftagger, even as it were by crutches, anent the great- 
ncfs of thefe things which are yet promifed. 

Now, to clear this truth a little we would confider, i . Ho\^ 
it is very confonant to the Scripture, and exprefly held forth 
in the fame, that in the lad times, and turn of the church's 
cafe from Antichrift, the Lord will thus appear in his great 
ilrengtii, and fet up his ftandard againfi: his adverfaries, yea, 
will then in a fpecial way call forth his people to glorify him 
by an aftive tellimcny. 2. That the Lord hath thus begun 
to appear according to his word, is a truth that is alfo unde- 
niable, and fliould much help to confirm our faith, anent the 
performance of that which further remains of the Scripture. 

1. That this is manifeft from the word, may be thus clear, 
I . Though the church militant mud not want an adverfary 
and fome perfecutlon from the v/orld, even in her bed eftate ; 
yet, we have a fafe warrant to expeft that the Lord will glo- 
rify himfelf in a peculiar way in his people now in thefe lat- 
.ter days, by doing and afting for the truth, as in former ages 
his glory did moil appeal^ during Antichrift's reign, in his 
church's fuffering, for then the faith and patience of his faints 
was to be witneiTed in its feafon. Rev. xiii. lo. and thus he 
v/ould ferve himfelf of his people, and bring forth his glory, 
«ntil that time of retribution, .when thefe who had killed 
with the fword fiiould be killed by the fword, and thefe who 
led unto captivity, be fo dealt with, which doth alfo clearly 
promife fome fpecial out-letting of the Spirit for a£ling with 
thefe gifts of courage and refolution, fuitable to the fervice of 
the church in the latter days-, and truely I think it is a great 
want we (tudy not more the accomplilhing of the promlfes, 
and how to improve the fame for gifts as well as grace, in or- 
<ler to the feveral times and necefiities of the church. 

2. It is very clear from the Scripture, that in the lad days 
when Chrid is to raife his church, from under the power 
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and tyranny of Antichrift, he (hall then appear in a war-like 
pofture, which John had {hewed to him, Rev. xix. 13, 14. 
as one upon the head of his forces, with his vefture dipped 
in blood, to {hew that when once the war is begun agairift 
his adverfary, and this Lion of the tribe of Judah begins to 
roufe himfelf up, what a terrible appearance he will have in 
that undertaking; and it is clear that the Lord hath declared 
in this his counfel and will, that his Son Chrift {hould in the 
latter times take unto himfelf his great power and reign. 
Rev. xi. 17. yea, caufe the world know him to behead of 
principalities and powers, as well as of the church, for his 
glory in this truth as a King, which former ages feemed in 
lb great a meafure to. darken, muft then clearly fliine forth. 
I truely think men's appearing with fuch violence and rage 
againft fo concerning a truth, now in thefe days, doth pro- 
mife fome eminent appearance of the Lord therein, and 
that he {hall yet more folemnly aifert the fame before the 
world. 

3. Doth not the Scripture point at the lafl times, as that 
fpccial time of recompence for the controverfy of Siofty to 
which the Lord hath referved a folemn triumph of his juflice 
over all his church's enemies, when he {hall enquire for the 
blood of his faints fhed upon the earth fince the days of Abely 
at Babylon^ s hand Rev. xviii* 24. that great adverfary, who 
{lands in law guilty, and hath ferved herfelf heir to all the vio- 
lence and cruelty done in former ages, for in her hand mull 
that cup be found full, which the enemies of the church 
from the beginning have been filling up, and as fo many ri- 
vers and fountains hath run into this gteat fea% 

4. It i^ alfo clear, that in the lall times, when the Lord 
fhall bind up the breach of his people, and heal the ftrokc of 
their wound, who for fo long a time had been trampled under 
by Antichrift, he fliall by fame fignal providences roll away 
this reproach and fcandal of means, contempt, and perfecu- 
tion, {liall put fome glory on his church proportionable to its 
former abafement; yea, thus comfort her, according to the 
days wherein he had aiRided her, and caufe his people's 
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uprifing, in meafure and kind, to anfwcr their low and fuf- 
feririg ftcrtc from Antichrift, even in the laft times, when the 
Lord lliall make them appear with the face of a lion, when 
the feeble {hall be as David^ and as the angel of tht Lord, 
Zech. xii. 8. which promife doth clearly point at the 
church's raifing and delivery from Antichrift; upon the back 
whereof we find the prophet doth forctel the laft converfion 
and in-coming of Jfrael. 

5. I (hall only add what the Scripture doth moft exprefly 
fh^w, that the Lord fhall fo glorioufly appear in bringing his 
church out of Babylon ^ and executing his judgment on that 
adverfary, as in thq day when he brought his people out of 
Egypt y and therefore fhall they fing the fong of Mofes and the 
Lamb, Rev. xv. 3. his great power and out-ftretched hand 
being no lefs difcernable therein, than if they l«id been ftand- 
ing with Ifrael at the Red Sea, when they faw their enemies 
lying dead upon the fliorej yea, have we not ground to be- 
lieve that the Lord fhall make himfelf very evidently known 
in raifing inftruments, and afting them forth, which hath 
been already feen, and I am fure the world muft confefs 
what great things liave been done by thefe, of whom little 
was expecced. 

2. That the Lord hath thus begun to appear, and make 
hifnfelf known to the world in thefe laft ages according to 
his word, is a thing very eafy to demonftrate. For, 

I. Is it not clear, how in thefe laft times he hath met bis 
eijemies upon their high places, and" in their greateft ftrength, 
that by a ftrong hand he did make room for his truth, when 
both law and force did withftand the fame, and put the 
marks of his wrath on fuch who would oppofe the fpreading 
of Tiis kingdom, that they have been as vifible, as fometimes 
their rage and violence againft the church was*, yea, fince 
the Lord began to lift up a ftandard for the truth, and call 
forth his people to a61: 5; hath it not been feen they have lofed 
their ground more by under-hand treaties, and turning afide 
to carnal politic ftiifts, than by open force and violence, 
which the French maflacre, with other fad inftances can wit- 
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nefs, for indeed the church hath ftill loft le'aft, by greateft 
oppofition., 

2. Have we not feen by what drisadful (bakings and alter- 
ations of the earth, this late glorious reformation of the 
church from Antichriftianifm bath been lifhered in, which 
hath been more ftrange and frequent, than in many ages be- 
fore; bath not the Lord caufed the nations fliake, and the 
earth to reel like a drunken man, to fnew men, that though 
he fufFered long in former times of the world's ignorance, he 
will not fo now bear with oppofmg his truth* 

3. Have we not alfo feen the Lord's raifmg up men fit for 
adiion in thefe lad times, men of a great heroic fpirit, with 
fome more than ordinary elevation of the fame, to appear for 
his intereft, fuoli wc may fay that many former ages could 
not in (lance, in which the Lord's helping his people to do 
great things, his fuiting them with enduements for the fer- 
vice and work of the time, hath been moft difcernable ? was 
not that excellent man the admiral of France^ with many 
others in that place ^ -nently raifed up for the nec^flity of 
that time; and t.- wc not find thefe princes of Orange^ 
William^ and Maurice^ and Mauritius of Saxony, whom the 
Lord raifed againft Charles the V. and caufed him flee over 
the y4/ps; yea, what marvellous refolution and courage did 
attend the aftings of the confederates of the low countries, 
and in the latter times, do we not find Gujlavus king of S%ve- 
defiy Bernard duke of Weymarj the Landgrave of Heffe, with 
many others eminently raifed to avenge the Lord's quarrel, 
againft that bloody houfe of Aujlria; have we not alfo feen 
very great inftruments raifed up in Britain and Ireland, (who 
were followed with wonderful fuccefs) to aft for the truth, 
againft Antichriftian prelacy; and truely we rnuft fay, the 
withdrawing in fuch a meafure of that fpirit of courage and 
refolution, which once was fo vifibly let forth in the firft 
dawning of the reformation, may fadiy point at a great de* 
cay of zeal, fclf-confidence, unfaithfulnefs as to the improv- 
ing of opportunities; for the Lord was with his people 
whilft they were with him, and did fingly follow him in his 
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way; but alas! with their departing it may be faid, their 
ftr. ngth hath departed from them: however the quarrel is 
clear, for an oppreiTed people's afting, upon fo ju^, fo necef- 
fary an account as the intereft of religion, againft the cruelty 
and violent encroachments of Antichrift, wherein as the 
Lord hath eminently owned his people, fo I dare not quef- 
tion he will yet appear, and filence the adverfaries of his 
truth by fuch an argument, againft which they fhall not 
debite. 

4. That unlverfal deluge of blood which for thefe hundred 
years paft hath overflowed much of Europe^ can be a witnefs 
to this, that the Lord hath taken peace from men who would 
not embrace the peace of the gofpel offered in thefe laft 
times, and given his enemies who had (hed the blood of the 
faints, blood to drink in great meafure. I am fure poor Ger^ 
many can prove this, which for twenty years together was a 
field of dead men, and France from the days of Henry the IL 
to the eftablifhment of Henry the IV. How long was the 
low countries made a ftage of war, where many a cruel 5/^- 
niard did fall under the fword of an avenging God; befides 
the late bloody wars in Britain and Ireland^ and what doth 
this declare, but that Jefus Chrift hath taken the fields, and 
it will not be now with the kings of the earth, to opprefs 
his church and withftand the truth as in former times. 
• I flinll but add, how wonderfully hath the Lord appeared in 
delivering his church at the greateft extremity, hath turned his 
enemies'counfels and defigns upon themfelves, brought about 
the.great works of thefe laft times, by means fo unexpe6^ed 
and improbable, that we may fay, as to what of his judg- 
ment is already execute againft Antichrift, hath been no lefs 
marvellous, than that Jericho s walls ftiould fall at the found 
of a trumpet of ram's horn, or a cake of barley-bread tum- 
bling into the hoft of Alidian fhould fmite and overthrow 
th? fame: fiircly when we confider what the Lord hath done, 
and how exadtly that doth anfwer the Scripture, we may 
have much to confirm us anent the further accomplifliment 
of his word, and be ailured that the term of his long fufFer- 
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ing towards Babylon is at an end, war is denounced, and the 
execution already begun, whicK muft not have a clofe until 
judgment be accomplifhed into victory. 

IV. Ground which may confirm the faith of the faints^ 
and be as a pledge in their hand of the full accomplifliing of 
the Scripture; yea, that this is near, is this, that the day is 
now turned and thlat prophefied victory which the church 
fhould have over Antichrift before the end, is not only be* 
gun J but in a great meafure advanced. 

' This is indeed a great confirmation, when we fee fo mar- 
vellous a crifis in the church's cafe, her recovery from fo def- 
perate and hopelefs a difeafe already begun, that it fhall be 
further perfeGed; we are made to wonder at the greatnefs 
of thefe things yet promifed, but why fhould we not alfo 
wonder at that which God hath already done for his church 
in our days; the Scripture doth fhew that Antichrift's ruin 
muft begin by the word, that this (Iroke fhall be gradual, and 
however that great work of God meet with much oppofition 
yet it fhall no more go back in the whole, and muft we not 
fay in all this the word is fulfilled, it hath not hitherto failed 
the church, but the event in every circumftance made to an- 
fwer to the fame. 

Now to clear this we would confider thefe two, i. That 
the church's viftory over Antichrift is this day fo far ad" 
vanced. 2. How the Lord's very immediate hand hath been 
moft difcernable therein. 

I. The firfl I need but name, whilft it is fo manifeft what 
the Lord hath wrought for his church, for we have feeri 
kingdoms and nations fuljjeft themfelves to the truth, the 
kingdom of Antichrift grow dark with the breaking up' of 
the light, and many of his followers made to gnafh their 
teeth, being fcorched with the heat and power of the gofpel i 
In how great a meafure is that intereft now fhaken, if we 
confider what the Lord hath wrought, what a great reforma- 
tion hath been in Britain and Ireland^ through much of 
France^ Germany^ Sweden^ the low countries, Pole^ Denmarty 
yea, even in Hungary and Tranfilvania ; fure this was a great 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



i 



334 '• THE FULFILLING 

work, which fhould be marvellous in our eyes, how that 
Antichriflian empire, contrived with fuch \vifdom, under- 
propt with (o great ftrength, whofe commands not long fince 
were received as oracles, with an awe and refpeft only due to 
God, hath in fuch a meafure begun to fall before the power of 
the word. O ! the righteous judgment of the Lord, which he 
hath fliewed forth upon that adverfary, and fhould be a 
pledge to us of the further manifeftation thereof, an adver- 
fary we may fay, the greatcft that ever the church had, 
whofe little finger hath been forer than the loins of all who 
went before, if we confider his cruelty over men's bodies, 
tyranny over their confcience, with fo long a continuance of 
that trial; in refpeft of whom it may be faid, Pharaoh was 
an eafy tafk-mafter, Antiochus and the Roman emperors mild, 
who for near one thoufand and two hundred years, did carry 
on a defperate and bloody war againClHhe church. 

II. The fccond which I would at fome more length follow 
forth is this. How the Lord's hand and-fomething of an ex- 
traordinary providence hath been no lefs difcernable in this 
late raifing of the church,, and her begun viftory. over-Anti- 
chrift than in the firft planting of Chriftianity by the apoflles, 
this is a truth which to many may feem ftrangc, but when 
ferioufly confidered, if prejudice do not darken men's judg- 
ment, will appear from fure and folid grounds; now to de- 
monftrate this, I would here offer fome vepy convincing wit- 
nefles, which may help to flrengthen the faith of the godly, 
and give Atheifm fome dafa. 

Firjl 'wit?iefs to this truth, is that wonderful fuccefs which 
the gofpel in thefe laft times hatl\ had, wherein men muft 
fee the great power of' God, and efficacy of the Spirit, in 
fome meafure as manifefl, a^s in the firfl rife of the Chriftiau 
church, if we confider, 

I. From what a fmall fpark, fo great a fire did break up, 
which in a fhort time put Europe in a flame, and made fo 
great a change therein, even Luther^s appearing againfl Tex-- 
ellus upon the account of his indulgencles, O! but God's time" 
of working may be oft contrary to our time of expefting. 
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2. What a fwift progrefs did the gofpd have? may we 
not fay with wonder, can a nation be born at once, yet, this 
we have feen, how many nations and cities in one and the 
fame age; yea, in lefs than forty years, was brought in fub- 
jeftioG to the truth, and thefe inllruments whom fcarce any 
durft own at firft, made to fee great princes with armies on 
the fields for the interefts of Chrift. 

3. Have we not feen religion propogated by martyrdom, 
no lefs than in the priraative times, and men's efTays to ruin 
the church helped it further to grow. O! what but a divine 
pov/er could thus bring gold out of iron and clay, bring a 
ilourlfhing church out of their afhes, and turti her poifon to a 
prefervative; but alas it is fad! that whilil men were burned 

* for the truth and reading of the Scripture, their afFeftion did 
alfo burn in reading the fame, but now with pur liberty,* 
there is fo great a decay. 

4. Mufh not the wife and politicians of the world confefs 
this late increafe of the church is a thing above their reach, 
moft crofs to all their rules, which they cannot fee how in 
an ordinary way it could be brought about. 

5. Were not inllruments moft unlikely for (o great -a 
work, if we would judge as men, that fuch a poor handful, 
as Luther f ZuingiiuSy Melanchtoriy Bucerj &c. Ihould go* 
forth to confront that power which then made the earth to 
tremble, might it not feem as improbable as the fending forth 
of fbme nihermen to fubdue the nations? / 

6. It i^ known they were none of the Rabbies of the ti'mc^ 
whofe repute and fame might have purchafed eafy accefs to 
their mefiage, nay, they were loaded with all the reproach. 
which their adverfaries could devife, with novelty of doc- 
trine, deceit and falfehood in their dealing, reprefented to the 
world as monfters , Luther was forced to anfwer himfelf a 
printed relation of his death, how he was carried away foul 
and body by the Devil. 

7. Was not the meffage they carried moft opponte io 
men's carnal inclinations, to thefe principles they had fucked 
in from their infancy^ to the religion of their fathers-, yea, iit 
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a word, had no outward encouragements, the whole world 
feemed to combine againft them; Luther' 2lX. his firft appear- 
ance excommunicated by the pope, prefcribed by the emper- 
or, and good MelanchtGn was oft made to faint when he 
thought on fo great a fpate of pppofition, fo that without the 
convey of an extraordinary power, nothing could have look- 
ed' more improbable. 

Secoml ivihjefs that may let the world fee a wonderful pro- 
vidence in this late raifing of the church, is this, thefe fharp 
aflaults which the church met with from a party, no lefs 
cruel and powerful than any adverfary which the church had 
in the primitive times j for I am fure the world mud confefs 
that no ordinary mean had wanted for an eflay to crufh the 
gofpel in its firfl budding forth, that both counfel and force, 
the authority of law, backed with greateft rage and violence 
in its execution: yea, the power of the prince of the earth 
was put forth to the utmoft, to withftand this great work of 
God in thefe laft ages. 

To clear this, I fhall only point at fome remarkable aflaults 
which did tryfl: the dawning of the gofpel, that may (hew 
fomething above nature going along with it. 

1. We find a Spafiifi emperor devoted to the Popijb inte- 
reft, more powerful than any who went before, brought in 
on Germany with the very firft breaking up of the light, 
which might feem a dreadful lett to the gofpeFs^ fpreading. 

2. The rife of the Boors and Anabaptift party, whofe 
being fo grofs deftruclive to civil order, to the intercfts and 
proprieties of men, did look like a fad tryft, and a probable 
mean to beget much prejudice againft the truth. 

3. That fad overthrow of the duke of Saxony y and Land- 
grave of Hejfey who were fuch great patriots to the church, 
did then threaten the very ruin of the Proteftant intereft in 
Germa?jy, 

4. The council of Trenty where the Popijh party had all 
their politics on foot in a ftrong combination, how to ruin 
the church. 

5. The Interim oi Germany y a moft fubtile contrivance to 
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^^ivide, and thus break the ftrength of the proteftants, was 
^Ifo a fore affault, a fnare to fome, and caufe of perfecution 
to others. 

6. That Spant/h inquifition eftablifhed through Spain^ Ita^ 
/y, and the low countries, a horrid cruel engine which did 
reach to prevent the fmalleft glancings of the truth. - 

7. The French maflacre, where not only the admiral, but 
moft of the confiderabie Proteftants were through all France 
in a few days cut off: O would not this feem an irrecoverable 
ftroke, together with that catholic league which did quickly 
follow upon the back thereof, a very ftrong and -formidable 
combination to root out the Proteftant intereft. 

8. The taking away of Edward th^ fixth of England^ Tmd. 
eftablifhing of a cruel perfecutor, queen Mary^ did indeed 
look like a ftroke that ftiould root out the church in that part, 
and deftroy that famous plantation of the gofpel in its ten- 
der growth* 

9. I muft add, that which was as fore an aflault to the 
church as any, fo grievous a difference, which with thefirft 
breaking up of the work of feformation, did begin betwixt ^ 
Luther and Zidngliusy about Chrift's prefence in the facra- 
ment, yea, came to fuch an height, and with fo great heat 
and animofity was followed, as in appearance would have 
wholly fruftrate the work they were about. 

Thh^d witnefs to this truth, is that wonderful patience and 
refolution of the faints; yta, with much cheerfulnefs in their 
greateft fufferings, which iji thefe late times did appear, 
wherein the world muft confefs that fame immediate fupport 
from heaven, yea, the Lord's owiiing his people in a very 
e xtraordinary way, was no kfs manifeft than in thefe primi- 
tive fufferings of the church from Heathens* Sure no byp^ift 
times, even in thefe bloody days of Nero, Domhian, 8zc. can 
(hew more horrid, more ftrange engines of torment and cru- 
elty, than what in thefe laft ages the church did endure from 
the Fopijh party, whofe favage and barbarous ufage of the 
poor flock of Chrift, wherever they had accc fs, may witnefs 
a cruelty more than human: and as to the number, are they 
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not almoft without reckonings who in France^ Germany, 
Britaifty and the low countries, befide other parts, were 
flain within thefe hundred and fifty years for the word of 
Go<l and the teftimony of his truth. 

Now, as this is moft manifeft, it is alfo known what a di- 
vine and invincible fpirit, with an aftonifhing courage and 
refolution, did appear in the carriage of the people of God 
iinder this fore perfecution, how they triumphed over their 
oppreflbrs, and did cheeif ully meet death in its moft terrible 
ihape-, a thing which the fchools of Socrates ?inA PlatOy with 
all their rules could never reach; yea, fliould be reckoned 
am*ongft the miracles of thefe latter days. Anent which we 
would confider thefe things, 

1. That fomething more than nature, a fpirit and refolu- 
tion above the ordinary rate of men, yea, fomething much 
above themfelvcs, their natural temper and difpofition, did 
in their moft extreme fufFerings oft appear, and this without 
the leaft-fliadow of afFeftation and deceit; I am fure the 
world in thefe laft ages, yea, the confcience of their perfe- 
cutors, and of the greateft Atheifts muft witnefs this. 

2. That many of the moft foft tender difpofition> many 
v/omen, v/hofe complexion would declare more weaknefs 
than others, yet in this late Antichriftian perfecution did en- 
dure greateft torments, and by fufFering triumphed over the 
fury and rage of their advcrfaries, whereof we have many 
inftances upon reconl. 

3. The world hath been alfo witnefs how ferious and de- 
liberate the faints were in this, that they made fuifering their 
choice, which they could eafily have fliunned, at the rate of 
yieying fomething in the truth, but ere they would do this, 
or give the adverfary fuch a bribe, they choofed to embrace 
death, and go to a ftake for Chrift, even when they wanted 
not moft perfuading offers to turn them afidc : for ififtance, I 
would here mention that excellent man in queen Marfs 
time, Julius Palmer^ who not only had life, but preferment 
offered, if he woul3 recant; to which his anfwer was, that 
he had quit his living in two places for Chrift, and now was 
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ready to yield his life alfo on that account. Like wife one 
William Hunter, whoi;n Biihop Bonar did urge with many 
offers to recant, told him it muft be Scripture and not perfua- 
fions of that kind j for he reckoned all earthly things but 
drofs and dung in refpeft of Chrift; and at the ftake, when 
a pardon by the fheriff was offered on fuch an account, did 
peremptorily rejeft the fame. Antmius Riceto a Venetian^ 
who condemned for the truth, had a large offer to have hi$ 
patrimony reftored, which was much mortgaged with debt, 
and make free, befides his life, if he would but a little yield; 
and Ukewife had his fon weeping on him for that caufe, gave 
this anfwer, he was refolved to lofe both children and eftate 
for Chrift. I (hall add what we have related of one Herzvin, 
who fuffered in the low countries, to whom the magiflratcs 
made great intreaties, with large promifes, to recant, which 
he wholly flighted. Many more inftances of this kind here 
might be fet down. 

4. It is known, that fuch who were of great repute in the 
World, and had a large fhare of outward things to tempt themi^ 
did in thefe laft times mod cheerfully part with the fame, 
and choofe rather fuffering for the truth; we may inftance 
thefe two great witneffes, John Frederick of Saigon, and the 
Landgrave of Heje, who under that long imprifonment by 
Charles the V. bare but many fharp affaults, both by threaten - 
irtgs and offers, without yielding in the leaft to the prejudice 
of the truth; yea, on this account did the duke of Sa;^ony 
forego with his eftate and dignity. Annas du Burgh coun- 
fdlorof the Parliament tX Paris, of great parts and repute, 
who before Henry the H. had an excellent fpeech in parlia- 
ment, for the Proteftant party, for which by him being im- 
prifoned, did forego all his honours and interefts in the M'orld, 
which otiierwife he might have brooked, and embraced death 
for Chi^. The Prince of Condee at the maffacre of Paris, 
when the king exprefly fhewed him, he fhould within three 
days die, if he did not renounce his religion, told him, his 
eftate and life were in his hand, but ete he renounced the 
truth he would quit both. Charles de Zeroton a J^crayian 
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baron of great intereft and authority in that country, in the 
late Bohemian perfecution did quit all his eftate and. poiTef- 
fion for the gofpel, notwithftanding of many large ofi«rs and 
perfuafions. We find alfo in England the duchefs of Suffolk^ 
a lady who lived in the fulnefs of the world, and pleafures 
thereof, yet in queen Marfs time did quit both eftate and 
country for the truth, and on that account did choofe a very 
hard lot in other parts. 

5. Is it not alfo known, how thefe who had been ready to 
faint and be overcharged with difcouragement, yet at death 
in the extremity of their fuiFerings, did (hew a marvellous re- 
folution and cheerfulnefs, a thing which no Atheift can pof- 
(ibly anfwer, and (heweth God's very immediate fupport. 
Mr. Glover i how fore was he caft down, and could feel no 
joy or -comfort after much wreftlmg, but no fooner did he 
come in fight of the ftake, but his foul was filled with the 
joy of the Lord, and with his ftrength, which forced him to 
clap his hands and cry forth to a friend who knew his former 
damp and difcouragement, Oh Auftin ! he is come^ he is come^ 
and thus cheerfully went to death. Thomas Hudfon a choice 
Chriftian who ftifFered in queen Marfs time, when at the 
ftake, did flip fuddenly from under the chain, to the aftonifli- 
ment of the people, but not from fear of death, but from the 
want of feeling of Chrift, which made him full of heavinefs, 
but after his turning afide, that he had got his foul poured 
out to God, he returned as one raifed from death to life, cry- 
ing out. Now I amjlrongy and do not care nvhat man can do; 
and thus with much joy did yield up his fpirit. Like wife 
Annas du Burgh, whom before we mentioned, being through 
fear and difcouragement drawn to recant, had no reft in his 
fpirit, until he retrafted the fame, and after did cheerfully 
undergo death. With what marvellous refolution did that 
excellent man, Doftor Cranmery put his right haiijl to the 
fire when he came to the ftake, and fufFered it to burn with- 
out flirinking, which as he faid, he would punifh, for fub- 
fcribing a recantation, which was fo much thereafter his 
grief. 
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Laft, I muft add, that marvellous joy and refolutlon, which 
the faints in thefe late times, did in their greateft fuiFerings 
fhew, is very notour and known to the world, for their fuf- 
fering was not in a corner, and we may fay, hath not come 
fhort of the primitive martyrs, but did witnefs the fame fpi- 
rit and power accompanying them. I cannot pafs this in a 
general, without giving fome touch amidft fuch a multitude 
of convincing inftances; let us hear blefled Bradford :it the 
ftake, thus fpeak to his fellow fufFerer, Be of good comfort,- 
for *wefhallhave this night a merry fupper ivith the Lord. Lati- 
mer to Ridely, Wefhall this day light fuch a candle ///'England, 
as I trufl fhall never he put out, Mr. Sanders, I was in prifon 
until I got into prifon, and at the ftake embracing, cries, JVeU 
come the crofs of Chri/l, welcome everlafling life, Doftor Farrcr 
to a gentleman who bemoaned his death, and the painfulnefs 
of it, If you fee me onceflir in the fire, believe not my doElrine ; as 
did after appear, for he flood without moving in the midft 
of the flame. John Ardley, If every hair of my head were \ 
a man, it fhould fuffer death in the faith I nowfland in. Eliza" 
heth Folks embracing the flake, cried, Farewell world, fare 
well faith and hope, and tvelcome love. Robert Augire^s fon, 
when at Lijle in the low countries, he fufFered with his fa- 
ther for the trutJi, in the year one thoufand five hundred and 
fifty fix, did cry forth at the flake. Behold milliofis of angels 
about us, and the heaven opened to receive us: after he had fome- 
time fixed his eyes on heaven, and ^vhen the fire was kindled, 
fays to his father, Tet a very little, and we f jail enter mto the 
heavenly manfwn. Mr. Tifns an Englifj minifler in queen 
Marfs Azj^, thus writes to his friends, lam going to the 
Bifljop^s coaUhoufe, hut fhall not he long there before I be carried 
up to my brethren, who are gone to heaven before me in a fiery 
chariot ; follow you after me^ where you fl} all find me fin gin g 
merrily ai my journeys end. Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of fa** 
baoth. Algerius an Italian martyr, thus writes from his pri- 
fon a little before his death, Who would believe that in this 
dungeon Ifioouldfi.nd a paradife Co pleafant in a place of forrow 
Mnd death, tranquillity and hope of life, where others wetp I ?v* 
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joke, 0/ how eafy and fweet is his yoke? and thus he fub- 
fcribes from that delegable orchard of the Leoltne prifon, 
Gue de Bres, T^he ringing of my chain hath been fweet muft€ ♦ 
in my ears^ all my former difcourfes were hut as a blind man's 
of colours i in refpe6l of my prefent feeling. O what a preci^fus 
comforter is a good confciencel The Lord Henry Otto a Bohemi- 
any who fuiFered in the late perfecution, faid to the minifter, 
/ was troubled y but now I feel a wonderful refrefhment ; now 
I fear death no longer y I will die with joy: and on the fcafFold 
cried out, Behold I fee the heavens openedy pointing with hia 
hands at the place, where others obferved a certain bright*- 
nefs that did dazzle their eyes; and thus died with great 
cheerfulnefs. I fhall but add the laft words of that holy 
and great man, Mr. Wijhart, who thus fpakc amidft the fire, 
^ his fame doth torment my bbdy^^ hut no whit abate my fpirits. 

Fourth witnefs^ is thefe great and remarkable judgments of 
God, which in thefe laft times have befallen the adverfaries 
> and perfecutors of the church, who have been moft notour 
for their oppofition to the truth; wherein we m.uft fay a di- 
vine hand hath been fo difcernable, that ordinary oblervers 
could not pafs the fame without a remark, but muft acknow- 
ledge the righteous judgment of God, that it cometh not by 
gUefs, and at an adventure, but doth convincingly feal the 
word. 

This is indeed a grave fubjeft, wherein we fliould be very 
ferious and fober, for the judgments of God are a great depth, 
nor can we determine from events, but in fo far as they an- 
fwer to the word; it may fometime happen to wicked men 
according to the work of the righteous: but on the other 
hand, it is a fure truth that God is known by the judgment 
he executes, and in every age doth point out fin to the world 
by remarkable ftrokes, fome great examples of judgment, 
which as a beacon are fet forth for men to obfjrve; and 
truely we may fay, thefe remarkable inftances of the judg- 
ment of God, (ince he began to found a retreat to his church 
from Babylon, are far beyond other preceding ages. I would 
be fparing to repeat what of this kind is publilhed by others, 
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but that in fpeakingto this truth, I catinot pafs it in a gene- 
ral, whiift there are fo many inftances wherein the Lord 
• hath made himfelf known, and thefe fuch a convincing feal 
and confirmation of the truth, and the following relations, 
I dare with confidence fay there is not any paiTage or matter 
of faft here fet down without fome clear and fatisfying 
grounds, as to the certainty thereof. 

I fliall firft inftance Charles the V. whofe undertakings 
for many years were followed with fuccefs, until once he 
fet himfelf to perfecute and opprefs the church, and bathed 
his fword in the blood of the Proteftants, with his cruel and 
unjuft ufage of the duk6 of Saxony ^ from which time his af- 
fairs began vifibiy to decline, he i^ forced to fly before Mau-^ 
ritiusy and feek a retreat in the furtheft confines of the em- 
pire, and after broken with melancholy and difcontent, like 
another Dmkfian^ doth refign his empire,\and turn to a -pri- 
vate life. 

Philip the II. of SpaiTiy one^ of the greateft perfecutors of , 
the church m thefe laft: ages, whofe work was to root put ' 
rfie Proteftant religion in his dominions, and therefore fet on 
foot that horrid engine of tlie inquifition, yet at laft finds all 
his eflays fruftrate, and after the lofs of many millions of 
treafures, and of fome loooo lives by war, yea, of a confid-» 
erable part of the Netherlands^ and after the breaking of hi* 
great Annado at fea again ft the EngliJIoj by a very remarka- 
ble ftroke from heaven, is at laft fmitten in his body by a 
ftrange difeafe, or jtather a confluence of difeafcs, which his 
phyficians could neither underftand nor cure, his body fall- 
ing out in grievous boils, whence (befides putrid matter) 
thece did ifliie fuch abundance of vermin, that by-ftanders 
could hardly cleanfe, or endure the horrid fmell thereof; that 
fo he who had put fo many of the faints to cruel torments by 
the inqutfition, was himfelf tormented for two years together 
M^th inexpreflible pain and anguifli. 

Henry the 11. of FrancCy a moft violent enemy to the 
cbi&rch, whiift he had caufed fentence'^/^A/^j- de Burgh to 
4eath, having folemnly protefted in fuch words, Thefe eyes of 
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mine pall fie thee burnt: a little before the appointed tiftie o£ 
his execution, running in the lifts with a fpear againft Count 
Montgomery^ is pierced through the eye, with fuch a wound, . 
that in a fhort time fent him to his grave, .and fruftrate his 
expeftation. I lliall mention elfewhere how remarkably tlie 
judgment of God did purfue him. 

Henry the III. who (whilft he was duke of Anjou) did affift 
at that horrid council kept at St. Cloud near Paris, where the 
maflacre was concluded, is fome years after ftabbed to death 
by a jacobine friar in that very chamber^ a thing which Du 
Serres doth twice mention with a remark, as a marvellous in- 
ftance of the judgment of God. 

The duke of Gulfi, the great executioner of that mafTacre, 
with his brother the cardinal, a fpecial contriver of the fame, 
are not long after killed by Henry the III. at Bloisy with 
whom they had oft joined in council to root out the Protef- 
tants, and which is very obfervable, by a fpecious fliow of 
friendfhip were circumvented, and with folemn oaths and 
promifes as treacherouily reached as the admiral and Protef- 
tants by Charles the IX. were at Paris, and thefe two who 
were his great counfellors thus are dealt with, having blood 
meafured out to them for blood, and treachery, as they had 
dealt treacheroufly with the faints. 

We find alfo the duke of Aumale, who was a joint aftor 
with the duke of Guifi in that mafTacre, doth a little after 
fall by a ihot off the wajls, at the fiege of Rochel, which not 
only Du Serres, but alfo Davilla, who was very PopiJIj, doth 
particularly relate, where we may fee what a bloody end the 
great contrivers and aftors of that horrid malTacre had. 

Henry the IV. a prince of excellent parts, and great natu- 
ral accomplidiment^, was followed with marvellous fuccefs 
whilft he owned the truth, yet," after many viftories, and the 
breaking of the catholic league, turns PopiJJj, and abjures the 
Proteftant religion, but, lo! within a little he is ftabbed in 
the mouth by a Jefuit, on which a Proteftant gentleman ufed 
this freedom witli him, Sir, you have denied God. and his truth 
ivith your mouth, and he hath given you there ajlroke^ take hefd 
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ycu deny him not alfo with your hearty lejl the fiextjlrohe be there : 
which, as the French hiftory ftieweth, did accordingly fall 
out, when he was ftabbed by RavilacL Du Serres, his own 
hiftoriographer, doth fhew ^t was through the very heart, 
and it was too evident, that fometime before his death he 
had turned cordial and zealous for the Popijh intereft. 

Ferdinand the II. a great perfecuter of the church in Ger^ 
many y who after his viftory over Frederick and the Bohemian 
ftates, made it his work to root out the church and Protef- 
tatit religion there, and turned that country into a bloody 
(hambles, not fparing any rank who would not abjure the 
truth, but a fhort time after, we find the avenger of blood 
(in whofe fight that of his faints is precious) purfueth him, 
raifeth up the Swedes for an adverfary, under whofe fword 
moft of thofe cruel wretches, that were the Bohemian fcourge 
do fall, turneth Germany and the emperor's countries into a 
field of blood, breaketh that great army, which for many 
years had given law to Germany^ fo that as fome hiftorians 
mention, an army of twenty-four thoufand captains, becaufe 
all old expert foldiers was broken in the plain fields, with a 
huge llaughter; yea, the violence and cruelty of the PopiJIj 
party, thus meafured out to them, as they had meafured to 
the poor church of Bohemia and the Palatinate^ and Ferdi^ 
nand the emperor broken with breach upon breach, that men 
may fee the judgment of God purfuing a bloody perfecutor. 

Thefe barbarous cruel IriJIj^ who of late carried on that 
horrid maflacre there, fparing no Proteftants, whatever was 
their age or rank, without compaflion to wqmen or chil- 
dren; O! how vifiWy did the judgment of the Lord reach 
then\, and for that favage blood-fhed, give them blood to 
drink in great meafure, their chief leader Macguier Machtmcy 
and after Philomy Oneal taken, publicly executed, moft of 
them confumed by the fword, their fpirits fo debafed, that 
a few Englip or S^c/j- foldiers, would have chafed multitudes 
of them, fo that the world might fee divine vengeance emi- 
nently purfuing them, which in a fe^ years did root out moft 
of that cruel generation. 

Vol. L Xx' 
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We have an obfervable inftance alfo recorded of Sir Jama 
Hamilton^ natural brother to the earl of Arran^ who in king 
James the Vth's time, was by the Paptfh clergy promoted a- 
gainft fuch as were then fufpe£l:ed of favouring the Protef- 
tant religion, in which place he was moft terrible and cruel 
againft all he could reach*, yea, fo violent, that fome of his 
near kinfmen were by him brought under the lafh of his 
power; but lo! when at his greateft height, whilft he is mak- 
ing it his work to crufh the gofpel in its budding forth, this 
is made the mean of his ruin, and by one of his friends 
whom he purfued on the account of religion, he is accufed 
of treafon, and notwithftanding of the folicitation of the Po- 
pip clergy for him, as their great patriot, he is prefently ar- 
raigned, beheaded and quartered in the public ftreet of Edm- 
hurgh» 

It is alfo known, what violent perfecutors cardinal BeatcJij 
and his fucceflbr bifhop //izm///^/; were, who were no lefs 
confpicuous inftances of the judgments of the Lord in that 
time; alfo what befel one friar Catnpbely who did bitterly rail 
on that excellent man, Mr. Patrick Hamilton y v/hen he was 
burnt at St. Andrews^ to whom Mr, Hamilton at the flake 
in great vehemency faid. Wicked man thou knovjejl the contrary ^ 
and hajlfometimesprofejjed the fame ^ I appeal thee to anfwer before 
the judgment feat of Chrifl; and within a few days after, 
(which in that time was very notour) this friar fell fick, and 
in great horror of confcience, as one mad died. 

There are indeed many fuch remarkable inftances, ft is 
known how the judgment of God did purfue thefe three 
great apoftates from the truth, Olivares chancellor of France^ 
Latomus^ and Francis Spiray who aftet they had quit their 
profefliori, and over their light denied the truth, died with 
great horror of confcience, crying out to by-ftanders what a 
hell they found within them. Du Serres doth fhew, how 
that chancellor of Franccy through the torment and angulfli 
of his mind, caufed the very bed to fhake under him ; but 
fince there are many examples of this kind already upon re- 
cord, I do the more briefly touch it: and ihall only add fome 
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few which are worthy of a remark in our land, how vifibly 
the Lord did purfue by his judgment, fome who had deferted 
the truth, and tvirned oppreflbrs and perfecutors thereof, in 
their promoting Antichriftian Prelacy, contrary to their for- 
mer profeflion and engagements. 

I.I fhall inftance Mr. Patrick Adamfon^ a preacher once 
t)f great repute in this land, but one whom ambition and pri- 
vate interelt fwayed more, than the intereft of Chrift, who 
infinuating himfelf in the king's favour, made it his work to 
overturn the eftabliihed government and difcipline of the 
church, until he got himfelf fettled archbifhop of St. An-^ 
drews^ and Prelacy by his means advanced, which the church 
from her firft reformation from Popery had difclaimed; yea, 
in this height of his power and grandeur,' turned an avowed 
perfecutor of his brethren; at which time he ufed to boaft of 
three things, that he faid could not fail him, his riches, learn- 
ing, and tlie king's favour; but a little after, as was then 
imoft known, he was by the righteous judgment of God 
brought to this pafs, that his parts did fo far wither and dry 
up, that in feeking a blefling on his meat, he could fcarce 
fpeak a few words to fenfe, though once admired for his elo- 
quence; as for his riches, he was forced to get charity from 
thefe minifters whom he before perfecuted; and for the 
king's favour, he was fo abhorred by him, that as he himfelf 
profcfled, when the ftroke of God brought him to fome fenfe 
of his condition, he was fure the king did care more for the 
word of his dogs, than for him; and thus in great mifery he 
died, caft off by the world, whofe favour he had only fought, . 
his public acknowledgement of his guilt and apoftafy, and of 
the Lord's hand purfuing the fame, was by himfelf fubfcrib- 
cd, before diverfe eminent and worthy minifters of the 
church, who did alfo by their fubfcription atteifl the fame, 
and was afterwards jyrjnted. 

It is alfo manif^^gw the Lord in his judgment did pur-; 
fiie that wretched li^ao ft^' fucceflbr, Bifhop Spotfiuood^ who 
in a more fubtile way did endeavour the overturning the dif- 
cipline and liberties of the church, iox fetting up of Prelacy, 
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and by underhand dealing got himfelf firft thruft in Glafgow^ 
and after to be archbiihop of St. Andrenvs; yea, at laft was 
chancellor of Scotland^ his eldeft fon a baron in Fife^ and his 
fecond fon prefident of the fefEon, his <j!aughter alfo married 
to Rojline^ then a confiderable baron; but let us fee whither 
this ends, what an eminent example in all thefe refpefts of 
the judgment of God he was, and therein the prophecy of 
that great man Mr. Welch accomplifhed, who did foretel in 
a letter, whilft he was prifoner at Blachnefs^ that hejhould be 
as ajione cajl out ofajling by the hand of Gody his namejhould roty 
and a malediction on his pojlerity: and truely this is known 
what became of himfelf in the year 1638, how he was ex- 
communicated by the church, did fly into England^ where in 
great mifery he died; his eldeft fon. Sir John Spotfwoody was 
fometime brought to beg his bread, which is known to many 
yet alive; his fecond fon^ who was prefident of the feffion, 
being taken at the battle of Philip-haughy was beheaded at 
St. Andrews y and his grandfon young Darzie beheaded at 
Edinburgh^ and for his daughter who was married to Rojline^ 
it is known how quickly after that cftate was rooted out, and . 
turned from that race. 

Mr. James Nicholfon^ otie very eminent in his time for parts 
and judgment in the affairs of the church, yea, once very 
zealous for the truth, and a great oppofer of Prelacy when it 
firft began to aflault the church, but at laft was turtied afide 
by court-infmuations, gets the biflioprick of Dunkeld, yea, 
turns moft forward to promote that intereft; biit, lo! in a 
Ihort time he is ftricken by the Lord with ficknefs, and great 
horror of confcience within, can get no reft, his friends in vain 
endeavouring to comfort him, and when they would have 
brought phyficians, he told them his difeafe was of another 
kind, for which they could give no phyfic, which prefled 
liim more than his ficknefs, that againft fo much light, and 
over the belly of his confcience he had oppofed the truth, 
and yielded up the liberties of the kingdom of Chrift, to 
pleafe an earthly king, arid he charged his children, that no- 
thing which he had acquired fmce he was Prelate ftiould go 
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amoilgft the reft of his eftate; and thus in great bitternefs' 
and grief died. Whereupon his brother in-law Mr. David 
Lindfayy then a witnefs, made fome verfes in Latin, 

^olatur frujlra conjunx^ folantur atniciy ' 
Et medicum accsrfiyfedulo quifquejubet. 

Sed darefolamen nemo^ dare nemo falutem^ 

Te prater poterit^ i^^A? Jacobe, mihiy 

^ua corpus gravat^ atque ammam^ tantum exime mitra. 
Huic caput <i hitjtis onus me premity ^ perimit, 

Mr. William Couper^ fometime minifter of Perth ^ one who 
witnefled much zeal againft Prelacy, both by preaching and 
writing, in a letter to Mr. George Graham^ who had writ to 
him, intreating his charity towards his own conforming, he 
hath thefe words, S/r, Jor yourfelf I tiever hated you^ hut the 
courfe you are in I never loved; honx) dangerous is their ejiate^ ivho 
cannot rife but nvith the fall of many y ivho in Chrift have entered 
the r^ht *ivay to the miniflryy cloftng thefe fountains ivhich God 
hath opened y doing in a matter of confcience nviih doubting, turns 
metis light to darknefsy ivhence follows induration; therefore I 
cannot fi and with youy except to witnefs to God in my heart ogainjl 
you : and thus fliuts up his letter, Confider yourfelf where you 
wasy and where you now are, 8c quantulum fit illud propter 
quod hos reliquifti. This I fet down, to (hew what fome- 
times he was, yet fhortly after, this man turns to a bifhoprick, 
was loathed by the godly in that time, fome of his old friends 
brought his own fermons to him, and defired him to recon- 
cile them with his after aftings, which did vifibly affright and 
difquiet him, and one day being at paftime near to Leithy he 
was fuddenly terrified with apprehenfion that he faw armed 
men coming upon him, thefe who were with him told him 
there was no fuch thing, it was only a dream, whereupon he 
became filent, and fell a trembling, but after he went home, 
took bed, and died in much anguifh and trouble of fpirit, be- 
ing obferved to point oft with his finger to the earth, crying 
out thefe words, A fallen flary a fallen far. It was alfo 
known, how for feveral years he had been feized upon with 
4n hypochondriack diftemper, apprehending he. was all ghfs: 
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whereupon worthy Mr. Sim/on of Stirling^ whb had fome- 
times been his familiar, hearing of his court-ad v^mcemeut, 
had this line, > 

Aureus i heu^fragilem conf regit malleus tirnam, 

A very convincing inftance of the judgment of God in 
that time, was oile Mr. Andrew Foftery minifter at Dumferm^ 
liney who being fent commiCioner to the aflembly at Glafgcw^ 
1 6x0, and folemnly adjured, as he fliould anfwer to Jefus 
Chrift, by his brethren, not to confent to any alteration of 
the government of the church, yet, notwithftanding, voted 
for Prelacy, haying got fifty merks from the earl of Dumbar, 
who made ufe of that argument to break fome of thefc 
wretches, a fmall fum indeed to fell the caufe of Chrift, and 
by him very dear bought, for after his return he falieth in 
ficknefs, and upon his recovery- from that was feized with 
horror of confciencc, fo that he run out of the pulpit when 
he was going to preach, confefTing he had fold Chrift at that 
aflembly for mpney, that being poor, and having a numerous 
family, he choofed rather to make hafte than believe, and 
thus laid afide his miniftry, requefting Mr. John Murray, 
>yho then was (ilenced by the bifliop, that for Chrift's fake 
he would take the charge of that place, after which he fell 
in a great diftraftion, and became in fome meafure mad, 
and though he did fomething recover, yet, died in great in- 
famy, poor, and drowned in debt 5 a very convincing exam- 
ple of the judgment of God, This old Mr. Ro%u of Carnach, 
being then a minifter in the fame prefbytery, fets down un- 
der his hand, which hfe mpft certainly knew. 

I fiiall only add two remarkable inftances of the Lord's 
judgment within thefe few years, that (hould not be paft 
without a remark. 

The firft relates to a confiderable family in this country, 
who made it their work to trouble and perfecute the minifter 
/ of that parifti, an eminently holy and faithful map, yea, up- 
on the account of his faithfulnefs; the old laird of that houfe, 
out of malice, doth^purfue him with a falfe libel before the 
fynod, ufingali means he could to reproach his name, having 
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It as his defign, either to get him broken and put out of the 
pariih, orlit lead to ctufh his fpirit and weaken him in the 
exercife of the miniftry, but both there meet with a difap-^ 
pointment, the Lord clearing the innocence of his fervant, 
and the malice of the other, fo that even fuch who otherwife 
wanted not a prejudice at him, were forced to acknowledge 
this, at which time that gentleman, whilft he went to a^ftable 
where his horfes were, being then at the fynod upon that ac- 
count, is in the place ftriken with ficknefs, forced to halie 
home and take bed, and their feized with horror of con- 
fcience, which made him oft cry entreating moft earneftly 
for his minifter whom he had thus perfecuted, and oft had 
thefe words, O, to fee his face; yea, told his friends, that if 
he would not come to him, they would carry him to his 
houfe, but his lady out of malice, did in a moft rude and 
violent way hinder the minifters accefs to him; and thus 
that poor gentleman in great horror and anguifh dieth. Af- 
ter his death his lady doth ftill putfue the quarrel \vith no lefs 
malice until (he alfo falleth fick, and therewith had much 
terror upon her confcience; yea, did no lefs cry out for the 
minifter, who then was providentially abfent, fo that fhe was 
put to cry, and in that denied, which fhe did hinder to her 
poor hufband, though at laft he came to her before her death, 
to whom fhe had with much bittemefs confefled her wrong. 
After this a young man their chaplain, who had been engag- 
ed by them to appear as a witnefs againft that godly man, 
was fo terrified in his confcience, that he could get no reft 
until he went to the next fynod, to acknowledge that horrid 
fm, in bearing falfe witnefs againft his minifter, but being 
there kept by fome from a public appearance, he went to ano- 
ther part of the country, where it is certainly reported, he 
died diftra£ted. Now laft of all the young laird who did 
fucceed in that eftate, would needs purfue the quarrel, andt 
finding more accefs through the change of the time, did fo 
endeavour with fome who were in power, that an order was 
pafTed for banifhing him out of that parifh, and though he 
was then otherwife ftaged upon the account of the publiC' 
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caufe, yet it was known the violent purfuit of that gentle- 
man, was the main caufe of this fentence, which thefe who 
had hand in paffing it, did themfelves confefs, for he had fo- 
lemnly fworn, that if he lived in that plaxre, that man fliould 
not be minifter there, but lo ! a few days after, having return- 
ed to his houfe, and boafting how he had kept his word, 
and tmw got his minifter caft out of the parifh, he was fud- 
denly ftruck by the Lord with an high fever, which plucked 
him away in the very ftrength of his years. This I had re- 
lated as it is here fet dov^oi, from a grave Chriftian, the party 
himfelf being prefent, which he did humbly decline to relate, 
though he could not but aflent thereto. 

The fecond is one David Macbryar^ who was a member 
of the late parliament, being one of the commiffioners of the 
boroughs, a man moft notour in the country where he lived 
for a lewd and grofs praftice, but moft remarkable and 
known beyond others for his violence and rage againft the 
godly, as he {hewed by his carriage, both in the parliament, 
and afterwards where he could have apcefs, did fet himfelf 
to trouble and perfecute fuch under that reproachful name 
of fanatics, but within fome time thereafter whilft he was 
forced to retire by reafon of debt, for fear of caption, he was 
found one day walking alone, by one who was then come out 
of the north to that country, and had ridden forth to fee if 
he could catch any of that party whom he judged was then 
lurking, and fuppofing upon his rencounter that he was fure- 
ly one of thefe, would needs apprehend him, but he upon 
his refiftance and ftruggling againft him, was by him run 
through with a fword, and immediately killed on the place 
upon that very account and perfuafion, that he was a fanatic 
and rebel as he then termed him, thus he who had declared 
himfelf an enemy to the people of God, whom he was wont ' 
in reproach to call fanatics, was himfelf under that very no- 
tion, and upon that ground cutted dovm by one of his own 
ftarap and principles. O ! was not this the finger of God, 
and a convincing proof of his righteous judgment. 

Fifth nviinep which holds forth the Lord's eminent appear- 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



OF THE SCRIt^URE. 353 

ing, and fomething of an extraordinary power, in the late 
raifing, and reformation of the church from Antichriftianifm, 
is this, that large meafure of the Spirit, and out-letting there- 
of, which did convincingly follow the gofpel and miniftry of 
the word in thefe laft times, a truth which we muft fay hath 
been manifeft, and by many folemn proofs thereof demon- 
ftrate, no lefs than in the firft planting of the Chriftian church. 

It is undeniable how great a witnefs to the truth, the Spirit 
and down-powering thereof is, for this is God's own feal, 
which is not put to a lie or falfehood, thus he bears witnefsr 
to his work in the hearts of his people, and by this alfo the 
Lord doth feal and atteft the doftrine of the church, and 
commiffion of his fervants who publifli the fame; yea, at 
fome fpecial feafons, when the truth hath leaft countenance 
or encouragement from without, times of contradiftion, 
when men will not receive its teftimony, and a great fpate 
of oppofition is to the gofpel, then hath this in a more full 
and large meafure been difcernable-, thus did the Lord emi- 
nently own and confirm the Chriftian religion in the days of 
the apoftles, and for fome following ages, by fo great a down- 
pouring of the Spirit, fuch vifible and extraordinary efFefts 
thereof, as did then aftonifti the world, and force men to 
confefs fomething above nature, that this was furely the 
great work and power of Godj and have we not alfo caufe to 
fay, that thus the Lord hath borne a very folemn teftimony to 
his truth, the work of reformation, and dodlrine of the re- 
formed churches in thefe late times; anent which I dare 
appeal by-ftanders; yea, the adverfaries to their confcience, 
if without fliutting their eyes, they could fhift the conviftion 
of a convincing appearance of God in the power and efficacy 
of the Spirit, even in a more than ordinary way accompany- 
ing the word and ordinances, a power which carried king- ' 
doms and cities before it, yea, in a very Ihort time over the 
belly of greateft violence and oppofition: To clear this a 
little, I ftiall point at fome feV remarkable evidences, which 
might ftare the grofleft of men in the face, and in fome mea- 
fure convince them of this truth. 
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1. It IS evident that marvellous conqueft whic/i the gofp.el 
had in Germany^ by the miniftry of Luther ^ Mtlanchton^ £u^ 
cere. Martyr^ MnJculuSy and a few others of thefe excellent 
inflruments whom the Lord then fent forth. O! was not 
this a day of the Spirit, and pouring forth thereof in a large 
meafure, a day of the gofpel's triumph, not by might, or by 
power, yet fuch as before it the world could not ftand, cities 
and countries might then be faid to be born at once, the arm 
of the Lord revealed with the fame, that men were either 

'Scorched or truely warmed and gained thereby. Did not 
tliat marvellous power and efficacy of the Spirit alfo attend 
the miniftry of Zuingliusy and Oecolampadlusy m Zurech and 
Bafthy when fo thorough a reformation followed, to the 
throwing down of images, abolifhing of the mafs by public 
authority, notwithftanding of its long continuance, and this 
in a fhort time; the Spirit and power of God did very emi- 
nently appear alfo, in thefe famous plantations of the gofpel 
by the miniftry of Calvin, Far el, and Viret in Gefieva, Lau- 
fannay and other adjacent provinces. It is written in the life 
of Viret, that at Lyons, which was a great populous city, he 
preached in an open place, where divers thoufands were 
converted to the truth; yea^ fome who came by with no 
purpofe to hear, only out of curiofity ftepped in, were fo 
wrought on and overcome with the power of the word, as for 
that time made them negle£k their other bufinefs. 

2. That great fuccefs which did attend the miniftry of Mr, 
Wijbart in Scotland, can alfo witnefs this truth, whence fo 
marvellous a change did quickly follo^y i;i thefe places where 
he preached, through Angus, Lothian, and tlie weftern parts, 
yea, how much the fpirits of the people were then raifed and 
affe£led with the, word, but this being a thing fo known 
from the hiftories of that time, I only name. 

3. Befides thefe which are more known, and upon public 
record, I muft here inftance a very folemn and extraordinary 
out-letting of the Spirit, which about the year 1625, and 

^t^hereaftcr was in the weft of Scotland^ whilft the perfecutioii 
of the church there was hot from the pr;elatic party; this by 
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the profane rabble of that time was called the Stetoatton-Cick' 
nefs, for in that parifti firft, but after through much 6f that 
country, particularly at Irvine^ under the miniftry of famous 
Mr. Dickfony it was moft remarkable, where it can be fai(f 
(which divers minifters and Chriftians yet alive Can witnefs) 
that for a confiderabte time, few fabbaths did pafs without 
fortie evidently converted, and fome convincing proofs of the 
power of Ood accompanying his word; yea, that many "svere 
fo choaked and taken by the heart, that through teri'or the 
Spirit in fuch a meafure convincing them of fin, in hearing of 
the word they have been made to fall over, and thus carried 
out of the church, who after provedr ifno'ft folid and lively 
Chriftians; and as it was, known fome of the moft grofs, 
who ufed to mock at religion, being engaged upon the fame 
that went abroad of fuch things, to go to fome of thefe parts 
where the gofpel was then moft lively, have been effedtually 
reached before their return, with a vifible change following 
the fame; and truely, this great fpring-tide, which I may fo 
call of the gofpel, was not of a fhort time, but for fome years 
continuance, yea, thus like a fpreading moor-burn the power 
of godlinefs did advance from one place to another, which 
put a marvellous luftre on thefe parts of the country, the fa- 
vour whereof brought many from other parts of the land to' 
fee the truth of the fame. 

4. I muft alfo mention that folemn communion at the kirk 
of the ShotSy 20th of June^ 1630; at which time there was fo 
convincing an appearance of God, and down-pouring of tft^ 
Spirit, even in an extraordinary way, that did follbw the or* 
dinances, efpecially that fermon oil the Monday, the 2ift'o^ 
Juncy with a ftrange unufual motion On the hearers, who in 
a great multitude were there conveened of divers ranks, t^ at 
it was known, which I caii fpeak on fure ground, near five 
hundred had at that time a difcernable change wrought ori 
them, of whom moft proved lively Chriftians afterward: it 
was the fowing of a feed through Clydfdaky fo as many of 
moft eminent Chriftians in that country, could date either 
their converfion, or fome remarkable confirmation in their 
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cafe from that day; and truely this was the more remark-* 
able, that one after much relu^lance, by a fpecial and 
unexpefted providence, was called to preach that fermon 
on the Monday, which then was not ufually praftif- 
cd, and that night before by mod of the Chriftians there was 
fpent in prayer, fo that the Monday's work, as a convincing 
return of prayer, might be difcemed. 

5. I (hall here alfo inftance that folemn and great work of 
God, which was in the church of Ireland fome years before 
the fall of Prelacy, about the year 1628, and fome years 
thereafter, which, as many grave and folid Chriftians yet 
alive can witnefs, who were there prefent, was a bright and 
hot fun-blink of the gofpel-, yea, may with fobriety be faid 
to have been one of the largeft manifeftations of the Spirit, 
and of the moft folemn times of the down-pouring thereof, 
that almoft (ince the days of the apoftles hath been feen, 
where the power of God did fenfibly accompany the word 
with an unufual motion upon the hearers, and a very great 
tack, as to the converfion of fouls to Chrift, the goings of the 
Lord then full of majefty, and the fliout of a king was heard 
in the folemn meetings of his people, that as a judicious old 
Chriftian, who was there prefent, did exprefs it, he thought 
it was like a dazzling beam, and ray of God, with fuch an 
unufual brightnefs, as even forced by-ftanders to an aftonifli- 
ment; a very effefbual door opened, with more than ordina- 
ry enlargement, which the minifters of Chrift there did find 
in preaching the word, whilft the people might be feen hear- 
ing the fame in a melting frame, with much tendernefs of 
fpirit; furely this was the very power of God, a convincing 
feal to the truth and miniftry of ftis fervants, who were then 
perfecuted by the Prelates; yea, a thing, which as it was 
known, had an awful impreffion, and was a terror to their ad- 
verfaries. I remember amongft other paflages what a wor- 
thy Chriftian told me, how fometimes in hearing the word, 
fuch a power and evidence of the Lord's prefence was with 
it, that he hath been forced to rife and look through the 
church, and fee what the people were doing, thinking from 
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,what he felt on his own fpirit, it was a wonder how any 
could go away without fome change upon them. And then 
it was fweet and eafy for Chriftians to come thirty or forty 
miles to the folemn communions which they had, and there 
continue from the time they came until they returned, with- 
out wearying or making ufe of fleep; yea, but little either 
meat or drink, and as fome of them profeffed, did not feel 
the need thereof, but went away moft frelh and vigorous^ 
their fouls fo filled with the fenfe of God. 

6. That was alfo a remarkable time, wherein the Lord di4 
let forth much of the Spirit on his people, in the year i638> 
when this nation did folemnly enter in covenant, which ma* 
ny yet alive at this day do know how the fp^rits of men were 
raifed and wrought on by the word, the ordinances lively and 
longed after, for then did the nation own the Lord, and wa$ 
vifibly owned l)y him,. much zeal, and an enlarged heart did 
appear for the public caufe, perfonal reformation ferioufly fet 
abouti and then alfo was there a remarkable gale of provU 
dehce that did attend the aftings of his people, which did a-^ 
ftonifli their adverfaries, and forced many of them to feign 
fubjedtion. Alas! how is our night Come on, for the Lord 
hath in anger covered the face of the daughter of Zion with 
a dark cloud. 

7. Muft not we alfo fay, fince the land was engaged by co- 
venant to the Lord in thefe late times, what a folemn out- let- 
ting of the Spirit hath been feen, a large harveft with much 
of the fruit of the gbfpel difcernable, which we may fay with 
a warrant, hath been proven in the in-bringing of thoufanda 

^O Cbrift, 9 part whereof now are in glory, and many yet a- 
liv^, who are a vifible feal to this truth, of whom I am furfc 
fome will not lofe the remembrance of thefe fweet refrelhing 
times, which the land for feveral years did enjoy of the gof- 
pel, and of many folemn communions, where a large bleffing, 
with much of the Spirit and power of God, was felt alccom-^ 
panying the ordinances ; if it were expedient to fct down cir* 
CTtnftances, I could here point at many fuch remarkable 
times and places, which (hould clearly deraonftrate this. 
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Now, befideS thefe more public and obvioua proofs, it is 
known what a great teftimony the experience of the godly in 
thcfe late times could give to this truth, what they have in a 
large meafure felt of the power and refrefliing out-lettings of 
the Spirit within their foul, yea, how oft after foTcft down- 
calling have been wonderfully raifed above themfelves, and . 
filled with the confolation of God, and joy unfpeakaMe; this 
would indeed make a great volume to reckon over all thefc 
whofe expefrience in thefe lafl ages could in a large meafure 
Witnefs this truth, only to fhut this up I fhall name thefe two, 

1. Mr. Welch and Mr. Forbes^ great v^itnefTes of Chrift in 
this land, when they were prifoners, give this account of 
their cafe, in a letter to Mr. James Melv'w^ and his uncle, 
then at Londotiy which under the faid Mr. Mehhfs hand is fct ' 
down in a manufcript of his; their words are thefe. Dear 
kreihreny lue dare fay by experiencey and our God ts luitnefs we 
lie noty that unfpeahable is the joy that is in a free and full tejlimo- 
ny ofChriJFs royal authority y unfpeahable is the joy of fuffering for 
his hn^dom: j(for on that was their fufFering ftatcd) ive had 
nevei' fnch joy and peace in preaching of rf, as we have found in 

fiffcring for the fame; wc fpake before in knowledge y we no'w 
fl^eali by e^eriencey that the kingdom of God confjls in peace and 
joy: and in another letter thus they fay, our joy hath greatly a- 
hounded ftnce the laf dayy (which was after pafTmg fentence of . 
death on them by aflizve at Linlithgow) fo that we cannot e* 
nough wonder at the riches of his free grace y that'fhould have 
vouchfafed fuch a gift upon uSy tofufferfor his kingdomy in which 
there is joy unfpeahable and glorious ; and we are rather in fear 
that they y (viz, the fufferings) be not continuedy and fo we he rob" 
bed of further confolation y than that theyjhould increafe; furefy 
there is great confo ^aiion in fujfering for Chrijl^ we dow noi exprefs 
unto y-M the joy which our God hath caufed abound in us, 

2. I fhnll alfo mention that gr^at fervant of Chrift Mr. Ru- 
fherfordy whofe letters now publifhed can witnefs what folemn 
days of the Spirit, ^nd fenfible out-lettings thereof he oft 
had in his experience, though books can tell but little what 
he really felt and enjoyed. I ihall only fet down fome of 
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tis latl and dying expreffions, which I had from thefe who 
were then prefent, and caufed write down the fame from his 
mouth, tha,t may ihew how lovely he alfo was in his death, 
and how well that did correfpond with his former life; fomc 
of his words are thefe, " I (hall fhine, I fhall fee him as he 
" is, and all the fair company with him, and fliall have my 
" large ihare; it is no eafy thing to be a Chrifliah, but a« for 
" mCyl have got the victory, and Chrlft: is holding forth hi* 
" arms to embrace me. I have had my fears and faintings, 
** as another finful man, to be carried through creditably, 
" but as fure as ever he fpake to me in his word, his Spirit 
<^ witnefTed to my heart, faying, Fear not, he had accepted 
«« my fuiFcrIng, and the out-gate fliould not be matter of 
«* prayer, but of praife;" he faid alfo, " Thy word was 
" found, and I did eat it, and it was to me the joy and re- 
" joicing of my heart;" and a little before Jiis death, after 
fome fainting he faith, " Now I feel, I believe, I enjoy, I 
^« rejoice;" and turning to Mr. Blair then prefent, he faid, 
^/ I feed on manna, I have angels' food, my. eyes fliall fce^ony 
« E.edecmer, I know that he {hall ftand at the latter day on 
" the earth, and I fliall be caught up in the clouds to meet 
" him in the air;" " and afterwards hath thefe words, I 
" fleep in Chrifl, and when I awake I fliall be fatisfied with" 
" hi^ likenefs: O for arms to embrace him;" and to ojie 
fpeaking anent his painfulnefs in the miniftry, he crieth out, 
** I difclaijn all, the port I would be in at, is redemption and 
" forglvenefs of fins through his blood:" and thus full of 
the Spirit, yea, as it were overcome with fenlible enjoyment, 
he breathes out his foul, his lafl words being, Gioryy glory 
chvclleth in Emmanuars land. 

Sixth luitnefsy is that convincing appearance of an extra-' 
ordinary and apoftolic fpirit, on fome of thefe inflrumentj; 
whom the Lord raifed up in thefe lad times, and tjiele great 
endowmuents wherewith they were fent forth for the fervice 
of the church, and overthrow of the kingdom of Antlchrifl: 
a truth which we muil fay, if not in fuch meafure, yet hath 
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been no lefs evident than in thefe primitive times, when the 
Chriftian church was planted. 

It is clear, tl^t extraordinary gifts and endowments have 
been let forth to the church under the New Teftament, for 
with the firft dawning of the gofpel there were both apoftles 
and prophets raifed up, it cannot be alfo denied, that Cnce 
the canon of the Scripture was clofed; yea, in thefe late ages 
there hath been very extraordinary men given to the church, 
who had fpecial revelations from the Lord of his mind anent 
things to come, which though we (hould not now look after, 
yet herein did the Lord remarkably condefcend, when fome 
great piece of fervice and necefhty of the church did more 
call for it-, and truely thefe were led in no other path than 
that of the word, though they had a more fpecial difcovery 
and immediate in-breathing of God's mind as to the appli- 
cation thereof in particular cafes, neither did they prefs upon 
men's confcience to credit the fame, but were moll cautious, 
witnefling much humble fobriety on that account. 

It is known what extraordinary inftruments, how wonder- 
fully called and qualified, Luther^ ZuingliuSy Calvin^ Mr. 
JFj/barfy znd -Mr. Knox were, whom God fent in thefe latter 
days to grapple with Antichrift, and found a retreat to his 
church from Babylon s likewife Melanchtony Beza^ Bucere^ and 
Martyr^ with divers in England^ fuch as Latimer^ Ridley^ 
Bradford^ &c. who indeed were burning and fliining lights 
in their time, mighty in the Scripture, fervent in fpirit, were 
clothed with the power and authority of God, before which 
the world could not ftand. But befides thefe famous- 
witnefles, of whofe life we have fomething this day on 
public record : I muft here crave liberty to fet down a few 
more, more late inftances of our own church in Scotland^ to 
confirm this truth, fuch as are but little known to the world, 
nor any thing of their lives publiflied, which I think a great, 
lofs to after generations, who we may fay (and this with a 
warrant, and in fobriety) were men truely extraordinary, 
eminently ferviceable in the work of the Lord; yea, of a pro- 
phetic and apoftolic fpirit, and fuch who through grace, did 
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nbt tvtii fcoine fhort of the firft three; I mean not only thefe 
before mentioned, but alfo fome of thefe great lights who 
wcte in the firft age of the church aftet the afcenfion of 
Chrift. 

1. I Ihall inftance Mr. John Welchy whom the Lord cal- 
led fbtth to the miniftry, at KiricuSrJgh't^ in Gallotvayy and 
afterwards was tranfported to the thurch of ^/V, whom Mr. 
Rutherford in one of his books, called that heavenly prophe- 
tical and apoiioUc man of God, and fhcweth that from the 
witneiTes of his life, he had this account, that of every 
twenty-four hours, he gave ufually eight to prayer, if other 
fteceflary and urgent duties did not hinder, yea, fpent many 
days and nights, which he fet apart in fafting and prayer, for 
the condition of the church, and the fuiFerings of the re- 
formed churches jibroad, I can alfo add this, from very fure 
information (and truely anent any of thefe particulars, I fe-^- 
rioufly ftudy to have Satisfying grounds anent the certainty 
thereof) that it was his ufe even in thecoldeft wintet nights, 
to rife for prayet, /and oftimes his wife who was an excellent 
woman hath rifen to feek after him, "iVhel^ he hatli been 
found lying on the ground weeping and wreftling with the 
Lord; yea, fometimes would have been much of the night 
alone in the church of Air on that account. One time e- 
pecially his wife finding him overcharged with grief, he told 
her he had that to prefs him which fhe had not, the fouls of 
three thoufand to anfwer for, whilft he khew not how it was 
with many of them. And another time whilft (he found 
him alone, his fpirit almoft overcharged with ailguifh and 
grief, upon her ferious enquiry, faid, that the times which 
were to come on Scotland^ were heavy and fad though flic 
fhould not fee them, and this for the contempt of the gofpel. 

Whilft he was prifonet in Biarhiefsj ifl a letter to a Chrif-* 
tian lady, he giveth this accoutit, what large joy he had to 
fufFer for fuck a truth, that Jefiis Chrift was a king, and had 
a vifible kingdoni in the world, even his church, which wan 
as free to keep its courts and exefciPc difciplirie by virtue of 
an intrinfic power from Chrift,* a^ ahy kingdom on tHe cajth, 

Vol. L Z z 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



5 (52 THE FULFILLING 

for which he was ready to lay down his life; yea, would re^ 
joice to be offered up a facrifice on fo glorious a truth, in the 
clofe of that letter, he doth alfo forewarn that judgment was 
coming to Scotland which fhould be blood,* firft by an intef- 
tine fword, and then by the fword of a ftranger^ and that a 
great facrifice ihould be there, both of great men and mean, 
the fulfilling, whereof, hath fmce been very fenfible and is 
known by many alive^ who had that letter long before the 
late troubles began; whilft he was thus prifoner, two re- 
markable paflages I have had confirmed by divers worthy of 
credit, fome of whoni fhewed me they had them from thefe 
who were moit familiar with the perfons therafelvjes, they 
are indeed ftrange, but we muft alfo confider he was an ex- 
traordinary man. 

The firft was this, that one night whilft he did expound 
the Scripture after his fupper in the prifon, (as his cuftoip 
was,) whilft he with much power and authority was preffing 
home the truths one of the company who had fome charge 
in the caftle, fell a jeering, which Mr. Welch obferving, and 
looking earneftly to. him, did pf efently . clofe the Bible, and 
ceafe, and a little after having a drink in his hand, he faith 
to a friend at the table before all that were prefent. There is 
one fo profane and grofs as to contemn and mock at the 
word of the Lord, but ere a little God fhall fmite him with 
a remarkable ftroke of his judgment, which accordingly fell 
out, to the aftoniftiment of the company, for that man did 
prefently drop do^yn to the ground, and died. A lady that 
was thep Popijh being prefent, by reafon of a friend of hers 
that was prifoner in the caftle, was fo moved therewith, that 
it proved an help to her after-converfion. 

The other paflage is this, one John Stewart^ an eminent 
Chriflian, who lived at ^/r, having come to vifit Mr. Welch 
in prifon, found him in a more than ordinary way troubled, 
and facjj^a nd upon his enquiry thereanenthe^ faith, y^^//,, you 
fhoulc^ not be here, go home to -^/>, for the plagute of God 
is broken up in that place, and caufe Hugh Kennedy y provoft. 
of that toyfii (who was alfo a very fingular Chriftian) con- 
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vene the people to the ftreets, and pray together, and the 
I^ord fhall hear Hugh Kennedy y and remove that ftroke; this 
at the firft did fomething aftonifli the faid John, and put him 
to queftion its truth, having fo lately come out of that place, 
but at his return found it fo: and accordingly in every thing 
it fell out as the man of God had fhewed. 

After his baniftiment to v^^hich the king did change the 
fentence of de^th, paft upon him at LinHthgon.Vy he in a very 
fhort time acquired the French tongue, with fuch a facility 
therein, as was thought ftrange by thefe who knew it; Tro^ 
chrig in his commentary on ^he Ephefians) fets down this paf- 
fage, how being called to preach at Salmury a famous univer- 
fity, yea, one of the moft learned auditories in France^ he did 
with fuch boldnefs and authority preach, as though he had 
been before the meaneft congregation, whereat Trochrig 
being aftoniftied, could not but on his acquaintance with him 
queftion him thereanent, whence he had fuch confidence, 
and was fo little moved whilft he preached before ftrangers, 
fo grave and judicious an auditory, and in a ftrange tongue, 
to whom in a humble way as one more de}efted than lifted . 
up, he gave that anfwer, when he confidered his being be- 
fore the Lord, and that he was delivering his meflage, he 
could not regard either great or fmall, but all flefli did then 
go out of his mind. 

Whikl he was minifter at St. Jane de Angeliy a Proteftant 
town in France, where his rfiiniftry was much blefled with 
fuccefs, the civil wars did break up, where that city was 
twice befieged on the Proteftant intereft, during which time 
thefe paflages fell out moft remarkable, one was, the town 
being fore ftraitened, and ready to be taken, the enemies 
having raifed a battery, and by a clofe approach had made a 
great breach in the wall, Mr; Welch hearing thereof (who 
had much encouraged the people, that their adverfaries 
{hould not then prevail) went himfelf with the cannoneer up 
the walls, and defired he would charge fuch a piece of can- 
non, and ftioot, for God ftiould direft that ftiot, and caufe it 
proiper, which accordingly did, to the aftoniftiment of on'- 
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lookers, difmount that battery, and the LoTd fo ordered 
thingai 2(fter, that the. king did parley on favourable ter^ns 
with the city, and did only himfelf with his court come in 
without doing any violence. Another marvellous paiTage was 
this, the following fabbath feme of the godly in that place fear- 
ing Mr. U^iick^s hzzard, did ferioufty deal with him that he 
would forbear to go forth and preach, the court being there, 
from which he by no intreaty would be hindered, but ihew- 
cd them he would adventure to preach the word to his peo- 
ple, and truft the Lord with what concerned himfelf, being 
more grieved at their fear and difpondence; and that day had 
a very great auditory, both of friends and others, who came 
upon the fame of fuch a man; but in time of fermon a gre^t 
man of the court, with fome of the kix>g*s ow» guard, was 
fent to bring him forthwith before the king, and whilft he 
was entering the church, which h^d fome difficulty by rea- 
fon of the multitude, Mr. Wel^b did t;urn himfelf toward 
that entry, and defired the people to give way to one of the 
great peers of France^ that was con>iiig in, b,ut after, whilft^ 
he was cooung near <{h^ pulpit, to execute his commiffiwi, 
by putting force pn the fervant of Chrift for his defifting, he 
did with great authority fpeak to him before all the people, 
and in the uame of his Matter Jefus Chrift, charged him that 
he would not difturb the yrorftiip of God 5 wherewith that 
man was fp aflFrighted, that he fell a ftaking, yea, was forced 
to crouch down, and make no further trouble. A third paf- 
fage no le{s remarkable, was upon the clofeof fermon, 
whlift Mr. Welch with mucli fubmiflipn went to the king, 
who was then greatly incenfed, and with a threatening coun- 
tenance alked, what he was? and how he durft preach herefy 
fo near his perfon? and. with fuch contumacy carry himfelf? 
to which, with due reverence, bowing himfelf, he did anf- 
w6r, I am. Sir, the fervant and minifter of Jefus Chrift, 
whofe truth I preached this day, which, if your majefty right- 
ly knew, you would have judged it your duty to have cpme 
yourfelf, and heard; ^nd for my doftrine, I did this day 
preach thefe three truths to your people : i* That man is fal- 
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ie^j a|i4 by nature in a Ipft conditioii; yea, by hki own pow<^ 
cr and abilities is not afele to help himfeif from that eftate* 
a. That there i^ no falvation or deliverance from wrath by 
qur Own merits, but by Jcfvi$ Chrift, and his merits alone* 
3. 1 did aKo preach this day the juft libefties of the kingdon^ 
of pranc€^ that youx juajefty oweth obedience to Chrift only, 
yrho is Head of the church, and that the pope, as. he is an e- 
nemy to Chrift and his truth, fo alfo to the kings of the earth, 
whom he keepetb under flavery to his ufurped power. 
Wher:eat the king for a time keeping filence, with great a- 
ftoniihment tuified to fome about him, and faid. Surely this 
is a man of Qod; yea, aft6r 4id commune with him, and 
with great refpeft difmifled him. The year folio wing, whilft 
the differences betwixt the king and Proteftant party did 
grow, that city was agai^ befieged, t:^ken, and in part faqked, 
as Mr. Welch ^^"^^ publicly foretel; at which time, it is 
known how the king paft a fplemti order, that none (hould itK 
the leaft wrong Mr. Welch y or any thing that belonged to him> 
under higheft pains, and di4 after give a fofe condutl to 
him, for tranfporting hinifelf to J^nglandx where he diedi 
king y-fl;«^/ refuliitg his return to his own country, though 
eiarneftly petitioned by his vi^ife, for her huft>and'& health. 

During his ficknefs he was fo filled and overcome with the 
fenfible enjoyment of God, that he was fometimes overheard 
in prayer, to. baye thefe words, Lordt hold thy hmd; it is e- 
fjqughy thy/ervant is a clay veffety cmd can hold no mord 

II. I fhali alfo here inftanc^ M?» B-Qh^t Bruce, who in a 
very extraordinary way was called to the mlniilry, having for 
a long time followed the ftudy of the law, both in this coun- 
try, and in France, yea, had fome ground to e)^pe£l: a place a- 
mongft the lords of the feffion, his father being then a con«- 
Cderahle baron, who had many friends, but a more preffing 
and irrefiftible call from God did other wife determine. 

Whilft he was in the miniftry at Edinburgh he fliined as a 
great light through the whole land, the power and efficacy of 
the Spirit moft fenfiWy accompanying the VtTord he preach- 
ed; h« wa^ JJ tcsrror tp evil-doers, and the authority pf GoJ- 
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did fo appear upon him, and his carriage, with fuch a majef- 
Xy in his countenance, as forced fear and refpeft from the 
greateft in the land, even thefe who- were moft avowed haters 
of godlinefs, yea, it was known what an awful impreflion 
king James h^d of him, and did once give him that teftimo- 
ny before many, that he judged Mr. Brtfce worthy of the 
half of his kingdom. 

He was a man that had much inward exercife about his 
own perfonal cafe, had been oft aflaulted anent that great 
foundation truth, if there was a God ; which coil him many 
days and nights wreftling, and when he hath come up to the 
pulpit, after being fome time fdent, which was his ufual way, 
he would have faid, / t^ink it is^a great matter to b^!ien}e there is 
^ God; telling the people it was another thing to believe that 
than they judged. But it was alfo known by his friends with 
whom he was familiar, what extraordinary confirmations ho 
had from the Lord therein, what near familiar?ty he did 
attain in his fecret converfe with God; yea, truely fome 
things I have had from perfons worthy of credit thereantent, 
would feem fo ftrange and rnarvellous, that I forbear to fct 
them down. 

The great fuccefs of his miniftry at Edinburgh^ Invernefsy 
^nd other places whither providence called him, is abundant- 
ly known, whilft he was confined at Inverncfsy that poor 
dark country was marvelloufly enlightened, many brought in 
\o Chrift by his miniftry, 'and a feed fown in thefe places, 
which even to this day is not wholly worn out. I fhall here 
fet down one paflage of famous Mr. Henderfon^ who at his 
firft entry to the miniftry at Leucharsy was very Prelatic, and 
by the biihop of St. Andrews^ brought in againft the parilh's 
confent, fo that the day of his admiflion, the church doors 
being fliut by the people, they were forced to break in by a 
window to get him entrance, but a little after this, upon the 
report of a communion where Mr. Bruce was to h^lp, he 
would needs from a longing he had to hear and fee fuch a 
man, go fecrctly there; and placed himfelf in a dark part of 
the church where he might not be known, when Mr. Bruce 
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Was coi^e to the pulpit, he did for a confiderable time keep 
(ilence as hts manner was> which did feme way aftonifh Mn 
Henderfon^ but mt^ch moie when he heard the firft words 
wherewith he began, which were thefe, He that cometh not in 
by the door^ hut dUmbeth up another ivay^ the fame is a thief and a 
robber; which did by the Lord's bleffmg at the very prefent 
take him by the heart, and had fo grieat an impreihon on 
him, that it was the firft mean of his converfion* 

He was one that had the fpirit of difcerning in a great 
meafure, did prophetically fpeak of many things which after- 
wards came to pafs; yea, which I had attefted by fober and 
grave Cbriftians, who were ; familiar with him, that divers 
perfons diftrafted, and of thefe who were paft all hope of 
recovery in the falling ficknefs, were brought to Mr. Bruce^ 
and after prayer by him in their behalf, were fully recovered; 
this indeed may feem ftrange, but it is alfo true, Mr. Bruce 
was a great wreftler, who had more than ordinary familiarity 
with his Maften 

A little before his death, when he was at Edinburgh^ and 
through weaknefs kept his chamber, thei;e was a meeting of 
divers godly minifters at that time there, on fome fpeciat 
ground of the church's concernment, who hearing he was in 
the town, came together, and gave him an account of the aft- 
ings of thefe times, the Prelates then defigning the fervice- 
book, after which Mx. Bruce prayed, and did therein tell o- 
ver again to the Lord the very fubftance of their difcourfe, 
which was a fad reprefentation of the cafe of the church, at 
^vhich time there was fuch an extraordinary motion on all 
prefent, fo fenfible a down-pouring of the Spirit, that they 
could hardly contain themfelvesj yea, which wa» moft 
flrange, even fome unufual motion on thefe who were in oth- 
er parts of the houfe, not knowing the caufe at the very in- 
flant; one Mr. JVeenis of Lothacker being then occafionally 
prefent, when he went awayr faid, howjlrange a man is this! 
jor h^ knocked^ down the Spirit of God on us ally this he faid be- 
caufe Mr. Bruce did divers times knock with his fingers on 
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the table-, I had this from a wordiy Ghriftiaft g^Attfeiftafi ift 
whofe mother's houfe this was. 

He was deeply affefted with thte naughtinefs and ptofani^ 
ty of many minlfters then in thfc churchy and the unfuitable 
carriage of others to fo great a caBing, and did exprefs much 
, his fear, that the miniftry of Scctlditi would'prove the greiateft 
perfecutors of the gofpel that it had. If there were a full 
collection of thefe remarkable paflages^ which have been 
known to others in his life, it would further witrteft, what 
an extraordinary man that was. I (hall ottly fhut this up 
with learned Diilociavius his teftimony, in his preface to his 
Altnre Damafcenufn^ Robcrtus Brufius, V'tr ginere tt vtrfutt 
fiMisy mnjejiate vulttts *omerahiUsy quifhra ahimarum fHttUam^ 
Chriflo hicrifrcity cujus anhnay Jf ulUus mortaliut^ty nlftt *verbo 
invidiay fedei in cxlejiihusy ammcy meay cum anima tuAy Brufi> 
ft ex alineafide ejfet pendendum. 

III. Mr. Davidfofiy minifter of the gofpel at Salt-Prejioimy 
may be truely here inftailced as one of an extraorditiary pro- 
phetic fpirit, who was likewife eminently zealous and faith- 
ful for his Maft€r in a time of the church's defeftion, as 
Didpclavius in that fore-mentioned preface terms him, Cato 
et Conjlcnsy Catofui temporise He did then forefee pi^lacy's 
breaking in upon the church, when kii^g James U'as preffing 
the fetting up of fuperintendants under a very fpacious pre* 
text, and was for that end himfelf prefent at the aflembly in 
Dundee y having engaged many, alas! too many to confent 
thereto; but Mn David/on with great boldnefs rofe up^ and 
warned the affembly of the hazard, and told them he faw 
the knave bifliop, with hfc mitre coming in undey that ma&V 
yea, did folemnly in his Own name, and name of the church of 
Sroti^ndy enter a proteftation againft that ftep of defeftion^ 
afid their yielding up in fo far the liberties of the ^church 
to pleafe men. 

Whilft he was minifter at SaiuPrefioun the building of a 
thurch was by him much endeavoured, which he did ad^ 
Vance much out of his own private intereft, my lord New-- 
ipUUy who then had a great intereft in the parifti, engaged to 
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help it forward; from which he after refiled, and thereby 
fruftrated the work: whereupon Mr. David/on told hinn, 
thefe walls that were then begun to be builded, (hould (land 
as a witnefs againft him, and that ere long God (hould root 
Out him and his eftate out of that parifh, and he fhould not 
have a piece of land in the fame, which ftiortly after had a 
vifible accomplifhment. It was very clear from many paf- 
fages of his life, that the fecret of the Lord was in an extra- 
Ordinary way with him. Some of thefe which have been 
tranfmitted from them who particularly knew the Xame, are 
indeed mod Worthy of a remark. 

At a certain aflenibly of the church, Mr. John Spot/woody 
and Mr. James Lawy who were then entered into the mini- 
ftry, were proceffed for fome grofs afts of profanity, where 
Mr. David/on finding the aflembly too eafy to pafs the fame, in 
regard of their parts and gifts, only with a rebuke, he did 
with much rehemency p'refs their depofition, and after being 
croilcd therein, faid, You will needs fpare thefe two men, 
whereat I am grieved, but the tinie is coming when they 
(hall trample upon your necks, and upon the church of 
Scot/and. And it is well known what an accomplifhment 
this predifbion had. 

Being with Mr. Bruce one time at dinner, who was then 
in great favour with the king, lie had thefe words in giving 
thanks after meat, Lordy thy fervant here is now a great fa^ 
vourite of the courts and in much refpeciy hut he Jhall he ivithin ^ 
little as much perfecuted as he is nonv in favour y and go down 
the JlreetSy when many who have him this dcty in efeem will not 
gi'ue him a fdlutation; which was very manifeft afterwards. 
And at anothet time, whilft Mr. Rohei-t Bruce and he were 
dining together in the houfe of one of the magiftrates of the 
to-yvn, who was then a cordial friend to godly minifters, he 
did alfo in his plain and free way break forth with thefe 
words whilft he was going to preach, Lardy this good man hath 
refpe6i for thy fahe to thy fervant Sy hut he little knoweth that in 
ajljort time he mufl carry us both who are here to prifon; which 
Vol, I. 3 A 
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words did rau(?h^ trouble that honeft man, though afterwards 
?t came moft exa<51y to pafs. 

There is one more remarkable paffage, which I fhould 
fear to fet down, it is fo ftrange, but that I had the fame 
confirmed by fpme worthy of credit, who {hewed me, that 
from thefe that were prefent and familiar with Mr. Dsvidjon, 
they had it related. A gentleman nearly related to a great fa- 
mily of that parifli, but a moft violent hater of piety, did upon 
that account beat a poor honeft man wjio lived there, having 
not the leaft (hadow of a provocation, and amongft other fore 
ftrokes gave one upon the back with thefe words, T^ake this f of 
Mx.Davidfon^sfake; after which the honeft man was for a time 
forced to keep his bed, and complained moft of that ftroke 
which he gave him on the back, as that which he felt more 
Uian all the reft ; but the fabbath following, Davidfin fpeak- 
ing in the clofe of his fermon anent the oppreffion of the 
godly, and enmity which wicked men had to fuch, did very 
particularly touch that late inftance, faying it was a fad time, 
a profane man would thus openly adventure to vent his rage 
againft thefe who were feekers of God in the place, whilft he 
could have no caufe but the very appearance of his image j 
and with great authority faid, He who hath done this, were 
he the laird, or the laird's brother, ere a few days pafs God 
(hall give him a ftroke, that all the monarchs of the earth 
dare not challenge : which was then publicly known, how in 
the clofe of that very week, ftanding before his door, he was 
ftruck dead with a thunder boh, and all his bones cruflied. 

A little before the death of this great fervant of Chrift, 
having an occafional rencounter with Mr. John Ker a young 
gentleman, who was lately come from France^ and had then 
no thoughts of tiie roiniftry, but was in a very courtly drefs, 
Mr. Da'uidfon did in a folemn way charge him to caft off his 
fcarlet cloak, and lay afide Iiis gilded rapier, and take him to 
his book, for you are the man, fays he, yjho is to fucceed me 
in the miniftry at this place; wlwch was very aftonilhing to 
that gentleman for the prefent, yet accordingly fell out, he 
did immediately fucceed him there, where he was jEo? m^any 
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years an holy and faithful minifter of the gofpel. This laft 
pafTage many yet alive, who had the fame from the faid Mr. 
John Ker^ can witnefs. 

IV. Mr. Patrick Simforij who was once minifter of Cra^ 
mondy and after tranfported to Stirling, may be here alfo in- 
ftanced, as a very extraordinary man in the church, in his 
^outh he attained to great knowledge in the languages, did 
much ftudy Gree^ and Latin authors, and gave this reafon to 
fuch who wondered he fhould fpend fo much time in read- 
ing thefe who wer.e but Pagans. That he purpofed to dedi- 
cate all thefe jewels which he borrowed from the Egyptians 
to the building of the houfe of the Lord : it is known with 
what zeal he did oppofe himfelf to the corruptions of that 
time, in the year 1584, whilft there was an exprefs charge 
from the king for acknowledging Mr. Patrick Adamfon arch^ 
bifhop of St. Andrews, • or elfe lofe their maintenance; he 
did with great vehemency appear againft the fame, though 
that man was his uncle upon the mother's fide, and fome 
who feemed willing to fubfcribe thereto with fuch a condi- 
tion, according to the word of God, he did gravely rebuked, 
(hewing them it could be no faivo to their confcience, fince 
it was repugnantia in adjeBo, to fubfcribe to any human infti- 
tution according to the word, when the word did exprefly 
condemn the fame. It was alfo known he refufed the offer 
of a biflioprick, and afterwards of a yearly penfion from the 
king, which he looked on as a defign only to bribe his con- 
fcience, which was more dear to him than all the world; 
and when that aflembly at Aberdeen was vCoridemned by the 
ftate, he did openly own and avow the fame, and in a very 
folemn manner denounced the wrath and judgment of God 
againft thefe accufers and convifters of thefe excellent men 
at Linlithgow, who ftood for the liberty of that affembly; 
th^t notable paper and proteftation given into the parliament, 
in the year 1606 (where Prelacy was further' eftablifhed) was 
by him penned, and out of his own hand given to the earl 
of Dumbar, fubfcrvbed by many minifters of the church, who 
were then there on that account. 
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His life was moft exemplary for piety and faithfulnefs in 
ferving his Matter, which did preach no lefs to that part of 
the country wherein he lived than his doftrine, one very re- 
markable paflage of his life I do here adventure to fet do^m, 
having very fatisfying grounds, as to the certainty of it, from 
thefe who knew the fame, and had a particular relation of 
all its circumftances from a grave Chriflian, who had it out 
of his own mouth, and likewife hath it written under old 
Mr. Ronv of Carnock^s hand, who was his familiar intimate* 
friend ; it is this, his wife Martha Barro/jy a gracious woman, 
the wife of his youth, with whom he had lived in great love, 
fell fick, which proved her laft ficknefs, where fhe was firft 
fore aflaulted by the Devil, who prefled in upon her that flie 
fhould be given over to his hand, and after it did refolve in a 
vifible diftraftion, which for a time grew upon her, fo that 
moft unlike to her former way, fhe would have broke forth 
with dreadful and horrid expreffions, it did moft appear on 
a fabbath morning, whilft Mr. Sim/on was going to preach, 
and whilft iFor a time he was forced with a heavy counte- 
nance to ftand filent, he at laft kneeled down and prayed, 
w^hich ftie did no-wife regard, but a Uttle after he turning to, 
the company that were prefent, told them he was fure that 
thefe who now were witnefles of that fad hour fhould yet 
fee a gracious work of God on this his fervant, and that the 
Devil's malice againft that poor woman fhould have a fliame- 
ful foil; her diftraftiori did ftill continue until the Tuefday, 
which was the 9th of Auguji^ which morning, at the very 
dawning of it, he ^goeth to his garden, and fhut the door be- 
hind him, where for many hours he was alone, but a godly 
woman, who" that night was with his wife, Helen Gardiner^ 
wife to one of the bailies of Slirlhigj being apprehenfive of 
his hazard, through his grief and fafting, could have no reft 
till fhe knew his cafe, and by fome help climbed up, and got 
into the garden, but on a near approach to that place where 
'Mr. Sim/on then was, fhe was terrified with an extraordinary 
noife, which through fear made her fall to the ground, it, 
feemed, as flie related after to others, it was like the noife of 
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^ great ruftiing of multitudes together, and therewith fuch a 
wielodious found) as did make her know it was fomething 
more than human, and turned to prayer, intreating the Lord 
would pardon her rafhnefs, which afFe£lion to his fervant who 
had been the inftrument of her good, had carried her to; 
and after going forward finds him lying upon the ground; 
k was with much intreaty that he did then reveal himfelf in 
that particular, until fhe promifed clofenefs, not to fpeak it 
to others fo long ^s he lived, but had his allowance if fh^ 

N fhould furvive him, which promife (he kept, but after his 
death did relate it to thefe from whom I have had this; he 
faid, O what am /, being dujl and aj}jes\ that the holy miwjlring 
fpirits JJjould be fent by the Lord to deliver a niejfage to me; and 
{hewed he had a villon of angels, who did with ah audible 
voice give him an anfwer from the Lord of his wife's con-^ 
dition, and coming oyer to his houfe, he faid to all ^vho were 
prefent. Be of goo4 comfort^ for ere ten hours of this dayy I anl 

Jure that brand_ flmll be plucked out of the f re: after M^hich he 
went to prayer at his wife's bed fide, where for a tirne flie 
lay quiet, but whilft he mentioned Jacob's wTeftling in pray- 
er, {he fits flfai^bt up in the bed, calling afide the curtain, 
and faith, Thou art this day Jacob, who hajl wrcflled^ and alfo 
prevailed y and now Qod hath made good his words which he 

fpake this morning to you^ for I am plucked out of the hands of 
Satan, and he flmll have no power over me: which interruption 
made him for a fpace filent, but after with great melting of 
heart proceeded in prayer, and magnified the riches of God's 
love towards him \ and after prayer there was fweet and 
Chriflian embracements betv/ixt them, yea, from that hour 
fhe did fpeak mod chriflianly and comfortably even to her 
death, which was on the Friday following, Augujl, 13, 1601, 
whofe lafl words in the moment of her departure, were witli 
a loud voice, Come Lord^ in thy hands I ccr:imc?id my fpirit. 

After this Mr. Simfon lived feveral years, fervent and faith- 
ful in the work of the Lord, and one who in private walk 
witnefTed fuch mortification, that all who knew him might 
clearly fee, his converfe was little in the world. In Marcli 
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1 6 1 8, he fa id. Now fi all this month put an end to all thefe things j 
and accordingly towards the clofe of it was removed by 
death, at which time he exprefied much joy, blefling the 
Lord for his kindnefs, that he had not been perverted by the 
•(inful courfes of thefe times, and might fay, as the Lord fed 
Elijah in the wildernefs, fo in fome refpeft he had dealt with 
him all his life-time, and having thefe words written upon fome 
of his books, Remember ^ O my foul ^ and never forget the <)th .of 
Auguft, Hvhat confolation the Lord gave thee^ and how he per^ 
formed what hefpake^ according to Zech. iii. 2. is not this a brand 
plucked out of the fire^ upon which fome of his friends fpeak- 
ing to him anent the fame, his anfwer was, Ahfit mihi gloria * 
ri in aliquo nift in Domino Deo meo* 

Now befides thefe great men, many others who at that 
time did fhine as lights in the church, may be here alfo men- 
tioned, who were indeed ftars of the firfl magnitude, emi- 
nently zealous and faithful, and their miniftry followed with 
much of thie power and authority of God, fuch as Mr. An^ 
drew Melvin^ of whom it might be faid, he had the face of 
a lion in his Mailer's caufe, and feared not to fpeak before 
princes and great men, when the truth called for it; like wife 
his nephew, Mr. James Melviny that holy, grave and prudent 
fervant of Chrifl, Andrew Duncan^ Mr. John Scrimgcr, Mr. 
Charles Feretncy Mr. James Balfour y f3fr. One pafTage I (liall^,- 
here fet down worthy of a remark, of Mr. Andrew MeKnny 
who being prifoner in the tower, a gentleman of his acquain- 
tance got accefs to vifit him, but found him in a fad deep 
mufe, anent the defeftion of many minifters in Scotland j and 
did deplore the flate of the church there, having lately got 
an account of their way at the afTembly of Glafgowy in the 
year i6io, where the earl of DttmbarhTSiA been aftive to 
corrupt divets with money: this gentleman defiring to know 
v/hat v/ord he had for his own country, got no anfwer, but 
Vipon a fecond enquiry, he faid, I have no word to fend ^ but am 
heavily grievedy that the glorious government of the church of 
Scot\d.nd fhould be fo defaced^ and a Popifh tyrannical government 
fet upy and thou Manderfton, (for out of that houfe Dumber 
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was come, and he thus ftiled him,) Haji thou no other thing t^ 
do hut carry down to Scotland fuch commijjions wherehy the poor 
church there h wrecked; the Lordjhall he avenged upon thee^ and 
thou Jhallt never again go down for all thy grandeurs which 
words took fuch an impreffion on that gentleman, that when 
he went forth he defired fome friends, who then waited to 
get a bufinefs at court exped by Dundjars moyen, that they 
would in time put their affairs to a clofe, for he was perfuad- 
ed tlie words of that fervent of Chrift fliould not fall to the 
ground; and truely this did very quickly take place, that earl 
being fuddenly ftruck by death within a few months after, and 
thus thrown down from the top of his grandeur, whilft he was 
bufy perfe6ling that great houfe of his at Berwici, ^nd had 
appointed a funiptuous feafl for his daughter's marriage even 
then did his thoughts perifli. 

I lliall here but add one inflan'ce more of one whom \^e 
before named, though not a minifter, yet a great inftrument 
for promoting the work of the gofpel in the place he lived, 
and one we may fay, of an extraordinary fpirit, Hugh Kenne^ 
dy provoft of Airy of whom I would mention thefe, two paf- 
fages from fure knowledge, one was, whilll the merchant 
fliips of that town were at fea, amongft: whom his fon Johuy 
who was alfo a choice Chriftian, as was at that time, he did 
one night rife before the breaking of day, and came to th* 
houfe of his familiar friend, Johfj Stewart^ defiring he would 
rife and go along with him to fome room; whereat the fiid 
John being exceedingly allonifhed, he faith to hifh, // is no 
time to linger y let us go pray y for my fon with the refl of our friends 
no%u at fea are at this Ijour on the very fiick of perfJjingj and after 
they had fpent fome time in prayer, he arofe cheerfully and " 
faid. Now they are fafe» Within a little after, John Stewart, 
who had writ this down, with the day and hour, at the return 
of the Ihips, did mod particularly enquire, and found how it 
did anfwer in all the circumftances, and in that very hour of 
that night, they were to appearance pail hope of fafety upon 
a very dangerous place, and by an extraordinary unexpected 
providence then delivered, '^ 
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The Other is this, one day being for many hours alone in 
prayer, whilfl fome of his Chriftian friends did wait long 
for him, at laft with an unufual cheerfulnefs, he came forth, 
and upon their enquiry anent his flay, he told them it was no 
wonder, for he had that day got mercy to him and all his, 
and truely it was very evident, that not one of his children, 
but there was large ground of charity that they were truely 
godly. 

Whilfl he was dying, Mr. FerguJoU^ . a godly minifler, 
faith to him, Tou have caufcj/tVy to he affhred that the angels of 
God are noiv waiting at the Jloups of this bed to convey your foul 
info Abraham's bofom. To whom his anfwer was, lamfurd 
thereof and if the ivalls of this houfe could fpeak^ they could tell 
how many fweet days I have had in fecret fellowjhip with God, 
and how familiar he hath been with my fouL I fhall only add 
Mr. Welch's teflimony in a letter from France to this great 
man, his words were thefe, Happy is that city; yca^ happy is 
that nation thai hath a Hugh Kennedy in ;/, / have myfelf cer- 
tainly found the anfwer s of his prayers from the Lord in my 
behalf 

(1[) I. Reader, befides theft* more remarkable pafTages, 
which in the perufal of this treatife thou wilt find dropped 
apart, concerning the way of God with fome of his more 
eminently faithful fervants, I have in this place caft toge- 
ther fome few inftances, which in the former imp^refTion 
were not hinted. 

In the firfl place thou mayeft take notice of thefe two, 
concerning that walker with God, great Mr. Bruccy of whom 
feme things have been fpoken elfewhere, and firfl, befide that 
bleiTcd frame of fpirit which appeared in the whole of his 
converfe, he endeavoured efpecially, whenfover he was to 
appear in public as an ambafTador of Jefus Chrifl, to have 
his fpirit deeply imprelTed with the majefly of that God of 
whom he was to fpeak, and of the high import it was to the 
fouls of men to have the myfteries of ialvation unfolded unto 
them, not with enticing words of man's v/ifdom, but in de- 
monflration of tlie fpirit and power, without which this 
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preached gofpel though in itfelf the word of life, will never 
prove the power of God to falvation. And therefore, though 
he was known to take much pains in fearching the Scripture, 
that he might know the mind of the Spirit of God, by com- 
paring fpirituai things with fpiritual, and in preparing appo- 
fite matter for the edification of his hearers, which he durft 
not negleft, and wherein he durft not be overly, as knowing 
h^ was to fpeak of God, and afraid of the curfe threatened 
for doing his work negligently; yet this was the leaft part of 
his preparation-work, the main of his bufinefs lay in having 
his foul wrought up to fonie fuitablenefs of frame for preach- 
ing the unfearchable riches of Chrift, and making manifeft 
the myftery of the gofpel as he ought, that fo his Mafter by 
his fervice might fee of the travail of his foul, and be fatisfi- 
ed. And knowing that the fuccefs of preaching depended 
wholly upon the prefence of God accompanying the difpen- 
fmg of ordinances, his manner vt^as to be much in prayer a'nd 
fupplication in private before his public appearances, pouring 
forth his heart before God, and wreftling with him, not fo 
much for affiftance to the meflenger as the meflage. One in- 
itance whereof, take as folio weth. Being to preach at a fo- 
lemn occafion, he was long in coming to the congregation, 
fome of the people beginning to weary, and others wonder- 
ing at his ftay, the bells being long rung, and the time far 
fpent, the beadle was defired to go fee what the matter meant, 
who coming to his houfe, and finding his chamber doot fhut, 
and hearing a fonnd, drew near, and liftening, over-heard 
Mr. Bruce oiten with much ferioufriefs fay, I proteft I will not 
gOy except thou go with me* Whereupon the man fuppofing 
that fome perfon had been with him, withdrew without 
knocking at the door, who being afked at his return by a gen- 
tleman the caufe of his^ delay, anfvrered, he could not tell, 
but I fuppofe, faid he, there is fome A^ith Mr. Bruce who is 
unwilling to come to church, and he is fo prefling and per- 
emptory to have them come alongft, that I Over-heard him 
proteft moft ferioufly he would not go if they went not with 
him. However, in a little Mr. Bruce came accompanied with 
Vol. L 3B 
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no mzTif but he came in the fulnefs of the bteiEng of the 
gofpel of Chrift, and his fpeech and his preaching was in 
fuch evidence and demonftration of the Spirit, that by the 
fliining of his face, and that fliower of divine influence,^ 
wherewith the word fpoken was accompanied, it was eafy 
lor the hearer to perceive that he had been in the mount with* 
God, and that he indeed brought that God wjiom he had 
met with in private into his mother's hbufe, and into the 
chambers of her that conceived him. Nay, he preached or- 
dinarily with fo much life and power, and the Wbrd fpoken 
by him, was accompanied with fuch a manifefl: prefence, 
that it was evident to the hearers, he was not alone at the 
work, but that in his ftrivings to perfuade the things which 
>did belong to the kingdom of God, and to prefent every man 
perfe^i inXhrift Jefus, he laboured thereunto ftriving ac- 
cording to his working which wrought in him mightily : for 
though he was no boanerges as to his voice, being of a flow 
and grave delivery, y^t he fpoke with fo much authority and 
weight as becomes the oracles of God, that fome of the mofb 
ftout hearted of his hearers were ordinarily made to tremble, 
and by having thefe doors which formerly had been bolted 
againft Jefus Chrift, as by an irrefiftible power broke open, 
and the fecrets of their heart made manifeft, they went away 
under conviftions, and carrying with them undeniable proofs 
of Chrift fpeaking in him, and that God was with him of 
a truth. 

The other paffage which I prefent thee with, is concern- 
ing his death: being now aged, alid through infirmity of 
body .confined to his chamber, where he was frequently vifit- 
ed by his friends (to whom a eonverfation in heaven, and 
the abundant grace of God in him had indeared him) and 
being a&ed by one of them how matters now ftood tetwi?tt 
God and his fovil, he (with that fever it y of foul which is the 
cffeft of the love of God flied abroad in the heart, and that 
plerophory under which fuch walkers with God and workers 
of righteoufnefs as he was, are frequently taken ofi^ the ftage) 
»iade this return, Wien I was a young jnian, (faid he) / waf 
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diiigenty and lived ky faith in the SonofGody hut now lam old^ 
arid nfft able to dofo much^ yet he condefcends to feed me nvith 
tumps of fenfe. 

Artd that morning before tlie Lord removed him, (his fick- 
nefs then being moftly a weaknefs through age) he came to 
breakfaft at his table, and having as he ufed eaten one (ingle 
egg, he faid to his daughter, <^ I think I am yet hungry, ye 
<* may bring me another egg^" but inftantly thereafter fal- 
ling into a deep meditation, and after having mufed a while 
he faid, ** Hold daughter, hold, my Mailer calls me ;'■ with 
thefe words his fight failed him, whereupon he called for the 
B3>le, but finding his fight gone, he faid, *« Caft up to me 
** the eight chapter to the Romans^ and fet my finger on 
•* thefe words," I amperfuaded that neither death nor life^ Sec, 

fhallbe able tofeparate me from the love of God, which is in Chri/f 
Jefus my Lord, Now, faid he, *« Is my finger upon them," 
when they told him it was, without any more he faid, l^ow 
God be with you my children, I have bteahfifted with you, and 

fball fup with my Lord Jefus. Chrijl this night: and fo gave up 
the ghoft, death {hutting his eyes, that he might fee God. 
Thus that valiant champion for the truth, who in his appearr 
ing to plead for the crown and intereft of Jefus Chrift, knew 
not what it was to be daunted by the face and frowns of the 
higheft and moft incenfed adverfaries, was by his Maft;er 
taken off the field, as more than a conqueror, and as the re- 
ward of much faithful diligence about the fouls of others, 
and much p*ains and ferioufnefs about making his own calling 

. and eleftion fnre, had an entrance miniftered unto him a- 
bundantly into the everlafting kingdom of his Lord and Sa-» 
viour Jefus Chrift. 

IL In the next place, reader, I (hall, in profecutlon of my 
defign, which is thy edification, hint to thee fome things con- 
cerning that burning and (hining light Mr. John Welch^ 
whofe name is fo famous and favoury for the great things 
which God did by him and for him, that I fliould much dif-^ 
appoint thy expeftation, if making mention of him I (hould 
not acquaint thee with fomething rare and extraordinary, 

3B2 
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and therefore, though it be befide my defign togivc thee the 
full hiftory of his, or the reft of thefe great men's lives, yet, 
that I may not altogether fruftrate thy expeftation, take 
thefe few remarkable paffag€s which follow: As firl^ 

An eminently holy minifter yet alive, and defervedlyof e- 
fteem in the Church of Chrift, told me from certain know- 
ledge, that two men coming with,packs of cloth to the town of 
Air from a neighbouring place, &c. where there was yet no 
fufpicion that the Lord's hand had fmitten it with the plague, 
which was then fore in the land, the ccntry at the bridge h^ld 
them out, notwithftanding they had a pafs, till the magiftrate; 
came, who though he could not difprove their pafs, yet he; 
would not permit them to enter the town till he fent for Mr. 
Welch: fo the bailey bids them difturden their beafts^ till he 
confidered what was to be done, a little after Mr. Welch 
coming, the magiftrates fay to him, &V, here are men come 
fromfuch a plqc£^ ive have heard of no plague there^ befides^ they 
have a pafs from known men^ nvhc^ Jball we do? Mr.. Welch 
piade no anfwer, but uncovering his head, ftood in the midft 
of the company which then followed him, and having his 
eyes dire^ed to heayen (yet fpeaking nothing) near half a 
quarter of an hour, at laft faid, Baily^ caufe thefe men put on 
their packs again ^ and begone y Jor if God be in heaven j the plague 
of God is in thefe pads. Thefe men returned and opened 
their packs in Cumnock^ and it was obferved, that fuch con- 
tagion was therein, that all in that village died, there was^ 
not a man left to bury the dead. 

He was famous in his generation for the power he had in 
prevailing with God by prayer afid fupplication, whereof 
take thefe following inftances amongft the many- which 
might be given. 

One is, that being on a certain night tinder an extraordi- 
nary preflure of fpirit to go and pour forth his heart to God, 
he left his wife in bed, and going out to a garden, fpent moft 
pf the night in that exercife, (a thing fo ordinary to him, that 
he ufed to fay, he wondered how a Chriftian could lie in bed 
aU night, without rifing to fpend fonie of the night in pirayer 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



Of THE SCRlfPTURE. 38 i 

and praife) but his wife weary, at laft went to feck for luxh^ 
but miffing him in his ordinary place, went into other gar* 
dens, by fuch paffages as flie knew, at laft fliQ heard a voic^, 
^d*Srawing near to it, could hear him fpeak a few words, 
but with great force and fervency, mixed and accompanied 
with floods of tears, which were thefe, O God^ wilt thou not 
give me Scotland? G God^ wilt thou not give me Scotland? {he 
being weary, and afraid to interrupt him, went home arid 
heard not the clofe: at laft he came home, and re-entering 
his bed, his wife began to reprove his urtmerclfulnefs to his 
* own body, then aiked him, what it was he was faying ? for 
flid told (he heard him: well, fai^he, you had better have 
been in your bed, but fince ye heard, I tell you I have endur- 
ed a great fight for Scotland this night, and hardly could I 
get a remnant referved, yet he will be gracious. 

After this he arofe another night, but went not out of 
doors, but in a chamber he travelled and groaned fo, as his 
wife impatient did rife feveral times, calling him to bed; but 
he waited his time, and when he came fhe began a modeft 
expoftulation with him for tarrying; Hold thy peace j faid he, 
it wiHbe well with us^ hut IJhall never preach another preaching 
in Air: and having fallen afleep, before he awaked the mef- 
fenger was come, who by command carried him prifoner to 
^ caftle of Edinburgh. 

When he was prifoner in the caftle of Edinburgh^ the lord 
Ochiltry was captain, whofe fifter was Mr. Welches mother 
in-law, being John Knox^s wife, yet being much taken up in 
king Jameses court, he took not time to be fo comfortable to 
his coufin Welch as he fhould: but being convinced of his 
own unkindnefs, he caufed Mr. Welch fup with him one 
night in the caftle, where were alfo feveral other gentlemen, 
and amongft them a Poptjh youth fat toward the lower end . 
of the table, Mr. Welch being by the captain fet at the upper 
end, entertained the company with grave and edifying dif- 
courfe, which all delighted to hear, fave this young Papijl^ 
who with laughter and derifion laboured to filence him, 
which was little -regarded by Mr. Welch: but after fupper. 
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vAiile the gucfts fat a little, this youtK ftoodup at the lower 
end of the table, and while Mr. IFelch proceeded from grave 
to gracious entertainment of his company, the youth came to 
that height of infolence, as with the finger to point at mifi^i. 
and wiji the face to make flouring grimaces, whereby he 
grieved the holy man, £o as on a fudden he was forced to a 
fijence, 

; The whole conjpany who had heard him with delight were 
filent with him: withiii a little, Mr. W^elch ^smoYcd by the 
Spirit of God, broke forth into thefc words. Gentlemen^ the 
Spirit $f God is provoked againji usy and IJhcdl intreat you mt to 
be afraid to fee what God fball do among you before you rife from 
the table y for he nviU fmite fome one of you with death before you go 
fience. All were filently aftonifhed, waiting to fee the iflue 
with fear. And while' every man feared himfelf except thti 
infolcnt youth, he fell down dead fuddenly at the foot of the 
table,- ta fliew the power of God's gealoufy againft the mock- 
ers of his Spirit, and the offers of his grace; This hiftory, 
with variation of fome circumftarices, is fet down before. 

One day while Mr. Welch looked out at his chamber win- 
dow in the caftle, lie happened to fee the captain, and called 
unto him, faying, Godfave you my lord: the captain acknow- 
ledging his ncglea, and afking for Mr. Welch's welfare, de- 
fired to know how he might ferve him. In nothings faid Mr. 
Wiflchf if you be welly except you would carry my petition to his 
maje/ly, intreating fhr liberty to preach the gofpeL I willingly 
willy faid the captain, therefore fend it to me, Nay^ faid Mr. 
Welch y I am your kinfmany I love you fo well^ as to warn you not 
ta take it in chargCy except you refolve to deal truely in delivering 
ity und getting meananfwer. I fball bear t]:e ^/orr/^^, faid the 
captain, if I do it not; I befeech you^ my lordy faid the other, ««- 
dertake noty unlefs you mind to do ity for tide hazard is great. 
Well, Ochiltry takes it, but not coming in an opportune fea- 
fon (for he came when the king was paflionately moved on a- 
npther accafion) he thought not fit then to give it, and as at 
that time lie deferred, fo thereafter he neglefted, and at laft 
quite fprgot to deliver it at all. For which his heart fmiting 
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KiiHj he durft hatdly be feen of Mr. Welch for three months : 
yet confcience forgetting, as well as he, he came to the fame 
place where MxiWelch at firft called him: and now Mr. Welch 
alke<f how he did, and what was become of his petition? the 
captain furprifed, anfwered, t delivered it to his majeftyy but he 
was in a pqffioHy and itfeems it hath fallen by y fir I have not got 
an anfwer. Nay, my lord^ faid Mr. Welch, youJJjould not lie to 
God and to me, I know yot4 delivered it not y lamforry my lor d\ fir 
your loty 1 warned you not to be filfe to Gody and now I tell you, 
Godjhcdl take your ejiate and honours in Sc<Hland, and Jhall give 
them to your neighbour, and this in your own time. This troubled 
the lord Ochiltry, ai>d came truely to pafs, for he being 'th« 

^eldeft fon of the good lord Ochiltry, a reformer, was forced 
in hi^ own time to quit all, and give both eftate and honours 
to James f the fon of captain James, the fecond brother, who 
was the laft of that houfe. 

III. Concerning Mr. John Scrimger, minifter at Kinghorn^ 

there was a godly woman under his charge^ called — = 

who fell fick of a very lingering ficknefs, and was all the 
while aflaulted with ftrong temptations, apprehending (he 
was a caft-away, yet had (he not only given ground for cha- 
rity, but her Chriftian converfation for a long time had put 
the reality of the grace of God in her beypfld debate, with 
the more difceming who knew her) Mr. Scrimger often vifit- 
ed her, while in this deep exercife, conferred >^ith her, pray- 
ed over her, but her trouble remained notwithftanding, and 
the terrors of God ftill lodged with her. When fhe drew 
near her diffolution, flie became worfa both in bod y^ and fpirit, 
and fent for Mr« Scrimger y who at that time took two of hia 

. elders with him, and in their prefence firft endeavoured to 
comfort her by exhortation and conference, then he prayed, 
and feeing her the nearer her end, feemingly the worfe, he 
made fome of the elders to pray, and again he himfelf pray- 
ed. But Satan ftill raged the more^ and her foul the more 
removed from peace: then he fat in a mufe a little fpaccy 
and faid, Whafs this? our laying hefire her grounds of comfirt 
will not do it, conference will not do it, prayer will not do it, w4 
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pHiJl ufe another remedy. Sure I am, this is a daughter of Abra^ 
ham, fure I atrty I am the Mer^ Jure I amy Jhe hathfent for me, 
and therefore in name cfGod the Father ^our Lord Jefus Chrift^ 
^hofent him to redeem fnnerSj in name ofjefus Chrijij who obey- 
ed the Father i and came tofave us^ in name of the holy and hlejfed 
Spirity our quickner and fanEiifiery I the elder ^ command thee a 
daughter of Abraham to he loofedfpom thefe bonds: and immedi- 
ately peace and joy fucceeded. 

An example it is of God's power in that time, to make our 
hair ftand at the force of faith and boldnefs of fpirit, rather 
than to be imitated by fiich, as wanting the ancient liolinefs; 
would rather have a fpirit for miracles, than for falvation. 

IV. I fliall here infert fome fpecial and edifying remarks 
of the life of that great and worthy fervant of Jefus Chrift, 
Mr. Robert Blairy (wpU known to this church, it being but a 
few years fince his death) who was defervedly numbered a»* 
mong the firft of thefe great and worthy inftruments whom 
the Lord raifed up among us for carrying on the late blefled 
reformation: fome of which I knew from himfelf, (though 
from Aiuch humble modefty he too much in thefe things 
concealed himfelf, and fliunned the fettingdown thereof un- 
der his own hand, whereto he was much prefled) but the 
pioft of them I had from one of his fpecial intimate friends, 
and a grave and eminent minifter of this church. 

In his younger years it was known how much he out-tun 
others in his ^udies, and gave thefe who knew him ground 
to hope what after was feen, the Lord was pleafed to call 
him by the miniftry of famous Trochrigy in whofe hand 
(thefe were his own words) did the Lord put the key that 
firft opened his heart, upon his firft coming forth to preach, 
he by a remarkable providence had Mr, JBruce, whom you 
have formerly mentioned, to be his hearer; and as I heard 
himfelf declare, it was his defire to have the judgment of fo 
great a man upon his difcourfe, whofe cenfure, he faid, he 
would never forget, it had been fo mujch blefled, which was 
this, I found faith hcy your fermon very polijhed and dige/led, 
^which was indeed eafy to one of his parts) but there is on^ 
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thin^ I did mfs in it, to njotty the Spirit of Gody I found not that. 
This grave Mr. Blair did often fpcak to others, which then 
took a deep impreflion upon himfelf, and helped *him to fee 
that it was fomething elfe to be a minifter of Jefus Chrift, 
than to be a knowing and eloquent preacher. He was for 
divers years regent in the college, of Glafgow, where he 
made it his work to train up thefe under his charge in the 
fludy of godlinefs, as well as of human learning, but by rea- 
fon of the prejudice of fome who had power in that place he 
could not long ftay . One pafTage whilft he was theYe, I did 
heat him relate: upon the report of fOme fmful oath to 
be prefled upon the mafters of the college^ he encjuired at a 
fellow regent of his, Mr. Gavin Forfyth^ what he would do 
in that matter, whofe anfwer was. By tny faith I mtrfl live; 
to whom Mr. Blair faid, " Sir, I will not fwearby my faith 
" as you do, but truely I intend to live by my faith, you may 
" choofe your own way, but I will adventure on the Lord-," 
that wretched man did continue, to whom the matter of an 
oath was a fmaU thing, after he was gone: but, .which is 
worthy of a- remark, many years after, Mr. Forfyth fell in 
fuch poverty, as forced his fupplicating of the general aiTem^ 
iily for fome relief, where worthy Mr. Blair was then made 
choice of to prefide as moderator, and upon his appearance 
in that deplorable cafe, could not Ihiin the obferving of that 
former paflage, and upon his addrefs to him in private put 
him in mind thereof, though witli great tendeimefs, as 1^ 
faid, not in the leaft to upbraid him in his -low condition, but' 
to let him fee he had been truely carried through by his faith 
at which he formerly had -fcoffed. 

After his being put from the college, he went to viGt his bro- 
'ther then minifter at Dumbarton^ and confefTed that by the way^ 
he could not forbear finging from joy in the remembrance of 
God's being with him, and helping him to be inftrumenta^l . 
in the good of the youth who had been under his infpe£tion; 
he went 'after to Ireland^ being tryfted with a call from Bam^ 
govy and upon the fight of land, his heart was fb immediately 
made to exult within him for^joy, tlmas he faid, he could 
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fcarce bear the fame. Whilft he came near Bangor^ he had 
a ftrong impreffion borne in upon him that the dean oi Bangor 
was fick unto death, and ihould rife no more, which at firfl 
he rejefted as an impertinent fuggeftion, but going further 
cm his way, it was with fuch power impreiled upon his fpi- 
rit, as forced him to take notice of it; when he came to the 
place, he found the dean was indeed lying fick, and though 
a mod naughty man, made him not only welcome upon his 
vifit, but encouraged him to hold on in his way, and told him 
be was to fucceed him in that charge; yea, he fpoke fo un- 
like hbnfelf, and in a ftrain fo different from what was ufual 
unto him, that a gentlewoman (landing by faid to fome others, 
" An angel is fpeaking out of the dean's bed to Mr. Blair; " 
thinking it could not be fuch a man. 

He had been once troubled with an appearing of the De- 
vil, whilil he was a regent in the college, who like a crooked 
boy that waited on him, flood up and laughed him in the 
face whilil he was ferious in his chamber, and immediately 
difappear^d, but after, whilft he was at Bangor^ there was 
one in that parifh who went to Scotland with horfes to fell, 
and at a fair was tryfted with a man who at once was wy- 
iing to buy them all^ but pretending he had not all that mo- 
ney at prefent, giave hijai bond until Martimafs^ the poor man 
having no fufpicion, returns, and near that time going 
homeward from Bangor one night, his merchant meets 
him, who was the Devil; " Now, faid he, you know my 
« bargain, how I bought you at fuch a place, and I am come 
<* as I proroifed, to pay you the price." " Bought me faid 
« the other trembling, you bought but my horfes j" " Nay, 
** fays the Devi), I will let you know I bought yourfelf :" and 
to the poor man confounded with fear, fai<l, " He muft ei- 
*< ther kill fome body, and the more excellent the perfon 
«« were, the better it would be for him, elfe he would not 
** free him;" and particularly charged him to kill Mr. Blair ^ 
the man overcome with terror, and through the violence of 
that temptation, determined the thing, and went to Mr^ 
Blaii-'s houfe with a dagger in his right hand, hid beneath hi^ 
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cloak, and though much confounded, was moving to get it 
out; but after Mr. ^/^iVj fpeaking to him, the poor man fell 
a trembling fo extremely, that upon a further enquiry he 
freely declared for what end he was come, and told he had 
laboured to* draw out his dagger, but it would not come from 
the fcabbard, though he knew not what hindered it; for then 
when he eflayed to draw it forth* again, it came ouf^th 
much cafe : Mr. Blair bleffing the Lord, exhorted him to 
choofe him for his refuge. He was after threatened, and 
much terrified by the Devil, but nothing more followed. 

After fometimein the miniftryat Bangor ^ he, with others 
of his worthy brethren, was Clenced by the biihop, and as he 
told himfelf, was in the church, when the biftiop, one Echline^ 
did himfeif intimate the fentence, upon which Mr. Blair 
rofe up publicly in the congregation, and with great autho- 
rity did cite the biihop to appeat before tlie tribunal of Jefus 
Chrift, to anfwer for what he was doing contrary to his own 
Hght and confcience, againft thefe whomhe knew to^je faith- 
ful minifters of the gofpel; whereupon the man was fo afto- 
nifhed, that he immediately cried out, / appeal from the tri-^ 
hunal of the jujlice of God ^ to the throne of his mercy: to whom 
Mr. Blcnr replies, S/>, your appeal is rejeSfed^ for you know 
what you are doing is direBly againjl your confcience y which hath 
made you hear witnefs to us as the fervants of Jefus ChH/t, A 
few months after the biftiop fell fick, and the phyficiaiis en- 
quiring about his cafe, he could only fay, My confciesice; and 
fo died. 

Whilft under reftraint, he was by his brethren fent to En- 
glandy to deal with the kihg for their liberty, when he was on 
the road he was taken with a mighty fit of the ftone, which 
made him lie upon his horfe's neck, not being able to hold 
up his back, which much difquieted him, as being a proba- 
ble let upon fuch an important bufinefs; and in this pofture 
turned to the Lord in prayer, but immediately after eflaying, 
if he could poflibly lift up his back, he iound to his aftonifti- 
ment, his tormenting pain quite gone,^nd perfe<3 eafe; nor 
did it recur tp him for twa years aftei*. A few days after, qt^ 
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ibe fame jountcf., his horfe fell very lime, which did hi fome 
meafure trouble him, having no convei^ent accefs to provide; 
himfelf of another, and even upon this dU ad<kefs the Lord 
hj prayer, that in fuch a ftrait he might be helped, which he 
gracioufly condefcended to do, fo that the horfe was to his a- 
Hia^ement healed, and without ^e leaft halt did carry him 
to London. 

Whilft he was there, he did efiay what he could to accom- 
plifii his bufinefs, but could have no accefs to die king, yea, 
ibme who were his friends at court, after trial aflured him, 
lie had no ground to hope in that matter j yet he refolved to 
continue, and roll the bufinefs over on the Lord, for whofe 
fervice he was only importuning an open door; and one day 
having gone to Greenwich^ where the court then was, being 
wearied, with on-waiting without accefs, he retired into the 
park to pray, where after much wreftKng with the Lord, 
he was in a more than ordinary way brought near, and had 
fo clear a return, that he could not withftand the afiurance 
he got, that his way (hould be fuccefsful, but the appearance 
thereof in«n ordinary way being fo fmall, prefifed him to ad* 
venture humbly the afking of a fign from the Lord, and ira- 
mediatei; after, there being a confiderable wind that blew 
hard, and made a noife among die bulrufties diat grew there, 
fo great a calm did prefendy follow, that not the leaft plant 
of the ground did any wife move or ftir, he went thence to 
London^ and within a few days in a moft ftrange way, had his 
petition prefented to the king, and accepted; yea, in St. 
Jamcs^ park was particularly called for, where the king with 
his own hand, did not oniy fign it, but wrote thefe words on 
the margin, which he direfted to the depute. Indulge the edu- 
cation of thefe minijiers^for they are Scots men. 

When he was in England^ he had a ftrange difcovery of his 
wife's dying, an excellent gentlewoman, and that Hie was 
lying in fuch a bed, and a Chriftian friend of his particular 
acquaintance befide her, when he pame home, he found hi? 
wife in good health, but a little after fell fick, and died in 
Uiat ikme bed with that friend fitting by her, and with all 
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Aefe particular ctr(:umftanccs. Thefe are bat a few of ma» 
ny great and remax^able paflages in that excellent man's lifej 
who was himfelf as great an obfervcr of providence, as any in 
Ae age he livfcd in, and this he had notably verified in him^ 
feif, whidi was an ufual faying of his to others, ObfervM 
things do f Mow th^m who care given to ohfirvatiotu 

V. This feems an eniinent inftancc of the providence of 
God, and worthy to be on record, that concerns the laird of 
RaiTif of a known and ancient family in this country, v^rho 
in the beginning of the reformation was a profes'd Papift, but 
the Lorddire£Ung thatgreatCsrvant of his, Mr. Wi/hai-ty one 
night very late to his houfe, who, after fome repulfe from a 
fervant, got accefs to this gentleman, and told him he was 
come with the offer of the gofpei of Chrift to hirti and his fa- 
mily, if he would receive it, which was in that manner back- 
ed with the authority of God, and his power on that gentle- 
man's confcience, that he mod kindly received Mr. Wijkirty 
and told him, his oflfer was welcome ; and a little after, this 
vifit was made fo fuccefsful, upon Mr. Wijbarfs inftrufting 
him and his family in the truth, that they publicly profeffed 
the fame, and this worthy gentleman evidenced his being 
truely taken by the heart; but fometime after, Upon a fnare 
laid for him by cardinal' 5^^/^;^, he was feized upon in the 
laird of Grangers houfe, and thence carried pr}foner to the 
caftle of Edinburgh^ and fo hotly purfued ' by this wretched 
man's rage, who then was in his greateft power, that in a 
(hort time he was fentenced to die; his lady being overwhelm*- 
ed with grief, upon her hufband's fuflfering, and the forfeit- 
ure of that eftate, having five fons, befides fome daughters to 
prdvidc, did move him ; but as one then rauch with God, he 
with much confidence told her> having gotten this affurance 
from that God for virhom he fuffered, concerning his houfe 
and pofterity, that ftie had no calife to be troubled : for as to 
her outward cafe, flie fhould yet live to fee the youngeft of 
her fons in a better condition than he had been himfelf, 
whidi mod clearly fell out, and is well known to many '\ti 
this time; his fecond fon went to France^ was there raife4 
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to great honour, and upon his returning home, purchafed a 
confiderable eftate, and was made lord Melvin^ and which 
calls for a remark, bought a part of the cardinal's eftate, the 
then great ihftrument of the prefent ruin of his houfe, which 
continues to this day. His third fon was lord Tongland^ and 
one of the judges of the feffion, and another of them laird of 
Halhill; but, which was moft ftrange, that the French king, 
(it fcems move^ from the great refpe6l: he had, to that wor- 
thy gentleman. Sir Robert Melv'tn^ the fecond fon formerly 
mentioned) did, upon fome treaty with. Scotland^ prefs and 
procure the taking off the forfeiture of that eftate of Raithf ^ 
whereby the eldeft fon was alfo reftored, and it is known to 
this day, in what a meafurc the Lord hath gracioufty wit- 
neifed his refpe6b to that houfe and family, which now is en- 
joyed by my lord Me/vin, who as he is by a continued fuc- 
ceffion, the defcent of that worthy gentleman, who thus fuf- 
fered for the truth, fo it is hoped, he ihall be found walking 
in the fteps of his truely renoMmed anceftors, who walked 
with God and adhered to his truth, while forfaken and per- 
fecuted. 

VL I fhall mention amOngft thefe late inftances, a notable 
paiTage of an excellent man, and defervedly of great repute 
in his time, amongft the firft reftorers of the? gofpel, and of 
learning in France^ after the reformation, wWch grave and 
famous Rivet fets down in a letter of his to his brother, and 
is fince his death printed in the French tongue; which rela- 
tion I fliall give to thefe who have not accefs to that book: 
It is this, James Faber, native of a fteeple in Picardy^ a moft 
faithful and eminent minifter of the gofpel there, did in die 
perfecution of that time fly with others, and for fecurity re- 
tired to the queen of Navarre, then in Albret^ in Gafcoine, 
who had him in high efteem: on a certain day the queen did 
advertife him, fhe purpofec! to come arid dine at his houfe, 
smd for that end did invite fome learned men, in whofe con- 
ference fhe took much delight: at dinner Faberhtm^ exceed- 
ingly fad, and now and then fell out in bitter weeping, at 
which the queen complained^ and enquiring the caufe why 
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kc weeped, whilft fee had come to be merry with him: h6 
in the eiid faid, " Mod ferene queen, how can I be glad, at 
*« make others glad, who am as wicked a m^n as the catth 
<* bears ?" " and what is that wickednefs, fays fee, you havcJ 
«<^ committed who are known from your youth to have lived 
" fo holy?" he anfwered, "I am now the age of an hun- 
" dred years, free, from the touch of ^ny woman, and re-* 
<* members not that I have committed what would burden 
** my confcience, or make me afraid to leave the world, ex«* 
" cept one fin, for which I am affured propitiation is pof-* 
" fible," and as fee preffed him to tell it, whilft he could 
fcarce fpqak for abundance of tears, he^ faid, " How can I 
" ftand before the throne of God, who having taught others 
** in purity and fincerity, the holy evangel of the Son of God, 
" many of whom having followed my doiSrine, have con- 
«* conftantly fuffered a th6ufand torments, and death itfeif, 
f^ in the mean time, I an unconftant doctor, did flee; and 
" though I had lived lorig enough, and feould not have fear- 
" ed death, but rather defired it, did Withdraw, and thus 
*' cowardly tranfgrefled the command of my God." Where- 
upon the queen, as fee was moft eloquent, did by reafon and 
example feew him, this had befallen others of the holy fer- 
vants of God, and others there alfo, did add fuch confidera- 
tions, as he became more cheerful, and faid, " There re- 
•^ mains nothing, but that I go from hence to God, and after 
" I have now made my teftament, J have that impreirion, I 
" muft delay no longer, knowing the Lord calls for me." 
After he fixed his eyes on the queen, and fays, ^^ Madam, I 
** make you my heir, and to your preacher Gerard^ I leave 
" my books, and my clothes and other things I have, I leave 
•* tcTthe poor-," whereupon the queen fmiling, aficed, "What 
« then Mr. Faber feall I have?" the care faid he, " Madam,- 
« to diftribute this to the poor;" « It is v/ell (faid fee) I fo- 
" lemnly profefs, this legacy is more acceptable to me, than 
" if the king my brother had named me his heir; thereafter 
they faw him more joyful, then he faid, << I have need of 
*^ fome reft, be you mepry and joyful, and in the mean time 
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^ adieu:" and baring fpoke thus, he turned him over on % 
bed that was near, where, as they judged, he lay ileepii^, 
but was indeed fallen aileep in the Lord, without the lead 
fign of a prerious indifpofition ; and when they were about 
to awake him, found him to their admiration dead: fuch was 
the end ol this perfonage, undoubtedly holy, which the 
queen of Navarre did relate to the ele£lor Frederick the fe- 
cond, of Palatine^ when he was fick at Paris , in his return 
from Spairty from the emperor Churles the V. and it was com- 
municated by a worthy gentleman Hubertus Tbomasy a coun- 
fellor of the faid Frederick^ s^ who was prefcnt at this relation 
of the queen'sy from whom Rivet had it written by himfelf. 

VII. I fhall jubjoin two paflages worthy of obfervation, 
which concern a grave and eminently godly minifter in the 
church of Ireland^ Mr. Andrew Stewarty minifter at DuTiagcr^ 
which together with fome of thefe other remarkable inftan- 
ces here mentioned, were tranfmitted unto me from his wor- 
thy fon Mr. Andrew Stewarty minifter of Donachadeey who 
both knew the certainty 6f them, and was himfelf a great ob- 
ferver of fuch confirmations of the truth j whom I cannot 
mention without forrow, at the remembrance of the late re- 
moval of fo eminent and ufeful a minifter of Jefus Chrift. 

The firft is an inftance and evidence of the power and pre- 
valency of prayer with God, on a Monday after the commu- 
nion, where a great multitude being gathered, and thefe of 
the choiceft of that country, v/hilft as a fhepherd he was 
feeding his flock in a large place, (for the numeroufnefs of 
the hearers impofed a ncceffity upon him to preach in the 
field) an horrid black cloud, and fearful to look to, hanged 
cliredly over their head, which to all prefent threatened a 
ftrange pouring down of rain, whereby the exercife would 
have been interrupted^ yea, fome drops were begun to fall; 
i>ut Mr. Stenvartlihtn at great advantage in his own fpirit, as 
to nearnefs with God, begged their leave to retire a little 
from the place, and went to another part for prayer, and 
while he prayed it was obfervably feen, that the cloud did re- 
^move half a mile off on the fouth hand, and there' fell down 
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Jn fuch a mighty rain, that albeit it was the heat of fummer, 
the brooks fo fwelled, that fome coming too late to fermon, 
could not have paffage over; but where they were gathered 
there was not one drop more, fo that he went on with a full 
gale to the clofe of the work, to the no fmall advantage and 
conviftion of his hearers. 

The next concerns his death, being called to the burial of 
that ei^ceilent man of God, Mr. Jofiah Welch ^ fon of that 
^reat man formerly mentioned, who was his neighbour mini- 
fter, he flood fometime at the grave, as a fad obferver of fuch 
a thing, and to fome who were by faid, Who knows who will 
he nextP but none anfwering, he faid* to them, I hno^u; and 
thus turned away, and went home to Dunagor on his foot, 
and entering into the church, did bolt the doors, where he 
tarried fome two hours \ and after going to his houfe, he fell 
afleep on his bed, with an excefs of grief, whence he never 
in health rofe again, but was buried that day month. When 
his wife returned, whom he had left with Mr. Welches wid- 
ow, (he enquired what he had been doing 5 to whom he faid, 
^* I have been taking my leave of the church of Dunagor^ 
*' and I was there taking timber and ftones to witnefs, that 
" in my fhorttime I had laboured to be faithful, and that ac- 
** cording to my light I have revealed the whole counfel of 
" God to the people,'' (How great a teftimony of the con- 
fcience was this?) 

After a fortnight*s lying, Mr. Ridge^ a choice EngUJh mi- 
nifter there, came .to vilit him, and faid, " I hope Sir you do 
^' not rue that you have been faithful;" he anfwered, " I rue 
<* nothing, but that I was too long inbeginningj" (he meant, 
his refifting for feveral years a call to the miniflry^ to which 
he had been much prefled) " and I will tell you a ftrange 
'<< thing which hath hdped me to be faithful thefe laft feven 
'<* years, there hath not one day pafled me without thoughts 
" of death, and rehewed fubmiflion to it 5 yea, this made me 
** negleft my body, which fliould have ferved the Lord, as if 
** it had been mire in the ftjceet, which no\v troubletb me." 
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That night when he died, feveral godly and grave Chrifti* 
ans were with him, where for a long time h€ fell in a dee^ , 
filence, which ended with heavy groanings often reiterated, at 
laft a Chriftian there defired to know what troubled him, but 
he refufed to tell; at laft being urged, he faid, " I fhall tefl 
** you, my hair ftands to behold what I fee Coming on thefe 
<* lands;" (this was in the year 1634) and being further pref- 
fed> he faid, ^* The bloody wars of Germany (hall never be 
" balanced with the wars af thefe three kingdoms: " What 
" do you fpeak Sir," faid one of the company ? To whom he 
^* anfwered, " The dead bodies of many thoufands, who this 
" day defpife the glorious gofpel, fliall lie upon the earth as 
" dung unburied :" and when they aiked, what then fhall be* 
come of us and our pofterity ? he lifted up his voice, and 
faid. He that is for thefword^ to the/wordy he that is for captivi'^ 
t'jy to captivity y and he that is for famine y to famine y and God fhall 
be avenged on thefe lands: and when one faid, is there no reme^ 
dy? he cried thrice, No remedy y no remedy y no remedy: then he 
held his peace a little, and faid, I tell you what muf bey fhebro* 
ken covenant o/* Scotland mujl be renenvedy the formality of Ire- 
land mufl be pitrgedy the prodigality of 'E.r\^ztidi removedy and the 
fons ^Saul hung tip before the fun. By which laft words, none 
knew what he meant. Some of his own parifh being prefent, 
afked what he would fay to them ; to whom he replied. Wo 
to thee Dunagor,y2?r the nettles and long grajs fhall be in greater 
plenty in theey than ever ivere people to hear the word of God, 
This the foremen tioned relater faid, he was a witriefs to three 
years together, after the late rebellion. They afked if he 
would have his children, he faid, iVb, he had dene with them; 
and when they mentioned one of his daughters, he defired 
to be forborne, and faid fhe fliould fee glorious days after all 
this-, and then takes his wife by the hand, (who having but a 
fortnight lien in of a child, crept out of th^bed to get and 
grve a long farewell) to whom he faid, Thou haf infaithfulnefs 
fuffered many things with me in my pilgrimagCy and now wherC" 
with fhall I comfort thee my lovCy (think that he left her with 
four children, much debt contracted whilft he refifted a caU 
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to the miniftry, and but thirty {hillings fterling then to do 
all with) a father to the fatherlefsy a judge to the widowy is God 
in his holy habitation; as God is Gody thoufialt never wanty nor 
none of thine y but in all the fad days that are coming^ youfhall he 
a wonder of mercy in everyplace whither you are carriedy and not 
a hair of your head fhall fall : which was to the convi£l:ion 
and edification of many fully accomplifhed, which the fore- 
mentioned rejater does himfelf alfo atteft, though with much 
humble modefty, becaufe of his near relation. 

VIII. This paflage alfo I muft inftance of a remarkable pro- 
vidence to a grave, and to this day famous Chriftian in our 
country, John Stewart provoft of Airy who from his very 
young years did witnefs a refpedb to godlinefs, he had a con- 
Cderable eftate left him oy his father, but having fo great a 
weight and impreffion on his fpirit, of the diftrefs and ftrait- 
ened condition of many good people whom he knew in the 
country, and love to Jefus Chrift and his truth, having got 
the command over him, and all his interefl, he did deliber- 
ately call them as he had accefs, together in Edinburghy and 
having fpent fome time in prayer, took their folemn promife, 
not to reveal while he liv€d, what he was to do; he faid, he 
knew in what ftraits many of them were, to hold up the cre- 
c(it of the profeffion, and therefore he had brought a little 
money to lend each of them; yet fo as they (hould never 
" offer to repay it till he required the fame, this was not known 
till his death,* that fome of thefe found themfelves obliged to 
make it known. Sometime afte^r he had bellowed this mo- 
ney, the plague having been fore in Airy and trade much de-? 
eayed, he himfelf fell under fome ftraits, and fome of the 
profane in that place, began to make it their upcaft, that re^ 
ligion had made him poor, and his giving much to others 
like a fool, made him now want himfelf: the profeffion and 
the credit of it, was always this godly man's darling, which 
inade him quit tjie country at that time, and borrowing a 
little money, went over to Franccy that he might the better 
conceal his ftrait ; when he came to Rochely the fait and o- 
ther commodities were become exceeding ^heap, becauC^ 
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there had been no trading of a long time, on which he ad- 
ventured to fraught a fhip, and loaden her upon credit, he 
himfelf came over the neareft to England^ and thence to Airy 
with expe(3:ation of the (hips return, but after long on-wait- 
ing, he was informed for certain, that his fliip was taken 
with the Turksy which became matter of great exercife to him, 
not becaufe he knew not how to be abafed, as well as how to 
abound, but fearing left the mouths of wicked men, might 
fo much the more on this occafion be opened to reproach the 
profeffion, that for many days he kept his chamber: at laft a 
maid who had heard amongft the people, that John Stewart's 
fhip was arrived in the road, came running and cried at the 
door, that his (hip was come, but h^ being at prayer, could 
not be moved from his Matter's company, till he was fatisfi-? 
ed, and then went forth, and faw it was a truth, but as a fur- 
ther ground of prefent exercife to him, a worthy Chriftian 
and great intimate of his, John Kennedy^ who for joy, 
had gone forth in a fmall boat to the (hip, by the fudden fak 
ling down of a ftorm, was carried by the Ihip, and in the judg- 
ment of all that looked on, he and the boat were fwallowed 
up; yea, the ftorm increafed at that rate, that they feared the 
lofs of the fhip alfo, which did fo deeply afFeft this gracious 
man, that for three days he could be feen by none, under the 
weight of ftich a trial; but at laft, having gone forth to vifit 
the widow, (as they fuppofed) whilft with that family they 
were mutually v^atnefling grief, John Kennedy immediately 
comes in, who had not been caft away, but by a ftrang6 pro- 
vidence the boat had been driven far away to another place 
of the coaft; here at once many mercies did meet, he 
vended the commodities of the fliip, which having paid all his 
debt, returned him twenty thoufand merks more to himfelf; 
thus v/as that bread caft upon the waters, and to appearance 
loft, after many days returned, and that witnefled, that by 
liberal devices the liberal man doth ftand* I muft add a 
^word upon the death of this worthy man, whilft then his 
friends came to fee him, he oft ufed this word, be humhUi 
and anent his own cafe, he faid, I go. the vjtiy (^allflejby and 
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it may befome of you doubt nothing of my welK-being; yea, 
I teftify, that except when I flept, or was on bufinefs, I was 
not thefe ten years without thoughts of God, fo lortg as I 
could be in going from my own houfe to the crofs, and yet 
I doubt myfelf, and am in great agony; yea, at the brink of 
defpair : but a day or two before he died, he turned his face 
to the wall from company for two hours, and then Mr. John 
Fergufon came in, a grave and godly minifter of that place, 
who afkcd what he was doing, upon which he turned him- 
felf, with thefe words, / have been fighting and working out 
tny falvationy with fear and trembling y and now I hlcfs God it is 
perjeBedy fealedy confirmed^ and all fears are gone. 

It is a memorable inftance, known yet to many in the 
north of Ireland^ of a choice and godly gentlewoman, when ( 
the rebellion brake up there, who fled with fome other perfons 
with her, and three children, one of them upon the breaft ; 
they had not gone far, till they were ftripped naked by the^ 
Irifijy who to admiration fpared their lives: (it is like, think* 
ing the cold and hunger would kill them) afterwards going 
on, at the foot of a river which runs into Lochneach^ others 
met them, and will have them caft into the river; but this 
godly woman not difmayed, afked a little liberty to pray^ 
^nd as fhe lay naked on the frozen ground, got refolution not 
^o go on her own l^et to fUch an unjuft death, upon which 
having called her, and fhe refufing, was dragged by the heels 
along that rugged way, to be caft in, with the reft of her 
company; but fhe then turned, and on her knees fays, Tou 
fhouldy I amfurey be Chrijlians^ and men I fee you are; in taking 
away our miferable lives ^ you do us a pleafure^ hut hnow^ that as 
we never wronged you^ nor yours j you mufl remember to die aJfo 
yourf elves y and one day give an account of this cruelty to the judge 
of heaven and earth: on which an Irifh prieft then prefent, 
faid. Let us not take their lives ^ hut we will put them into this 
ifiandofthe lake: a boat being at the river, ^11 the eight, na- 
ked, and without meat, are turned into that ifland, where af- 
ter four days ftaying, fome of the company died for hunger 
and cold, but not this woman, nor any of ^hcr chlldr^Jn; fof 
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(he lived by faith upon the word of God, and not by bread 
only. A day after, the two boys having crept afide found 
the hide of a beaft, which had been killed, at the root of a 
tree, which the mother and they endeavoured to get caflE 
over them, then lying upon the fnow. The next day a little 
boat goes by, unto whom fhe calls for God's fake to take her 
Qut; but they being Irtjh^ would not; fhe defired a little 
bread, they faid they had none; then {he begs a coal of fire, 
which fhe obtained -, for fhe had feen fmoke in the boat: and 
thus with fome fallen chips made a little fire, and the boys 
taking a piece of the hide, laid it on the coals, and began to 
gnaw the leather; but without an extraordinary divine fup- 
port, what could this do ? Thus they lived ten days without 
^ny vifible mean of help, and that good woman profefTed, it 
was by faith and joy^in God that fhe did live ; nor had fhe any 
bread, but ice or fnow, nor drink except water; but fhe 
thought God put more fubflance into it, and found it as it 
were clamn^y. The next day a boat carried her out to the 
fide of the Band-water^ where fhe had yet been lofl, but that 
(he could not fufFer tp fee her children die in her fight, and 
though the two boys were young, and fo flarved, that they 
had no ftrength, fhe prefTed thi^m to go out of her fight, un- 
der pretence of feeking fome fire, and bids them hold their 
face tp fuch an airfh, where in that d«folate country i)ie 
knew tliey could have no fire, yet in fuch an extreme left 
room for Qod to work their fafetyv the poor children were 
not able, and had not gone far, till they faw two or three 
great dogs eating a man who had been killed, the children 
were afraid at the fight of the dogs, (who needed not feat 
any thing, but to live in fuch a condition) and one of them 
came running, and leaped on one of the children, without 
doing him the leafl hurt, but fawned on them, and would 
run a little before, and then tarry till the children came up, 
and fp led them <fn to a houfe where fmoke appeared, which 
Vasan /rj/S man's, protefted by the EngUJh'm Antrim; by 
whofc means they were marvelloufly preferved, and the 
jnother fent for, and fuccoured, by a party from Antrim, 
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i would (hut this paflage up, with fomething truely oBfer- 
Vable anent this gentlewoman's hufband, \(rho was a fweet 
humoured gentleman, and godly, and one who ufed to fre^ 
quent that famous friday's meeting at Antrim^ before that 
rebellion brake Up; but being enfnared by fome Arminians^ 
then in the bounds, the worthy minifters of that place, after 
fome pains taken on him, Could not prevail, Mr. Blair being 
there, had this word to a friend, vt^ho told it to a godly mini- 
fter in that place, from whom I had this paflage, ram of opu 
nion that thU gentleman Jhall either turn penitent or mad before 
inany days: which fell out, for he fell fo* furiolifly mad, that 
they were driven to the neceflity of binding hirfl ^ and thus 
for a year continued, though with fome more fober intervals; 
and then would bewail his cafe: at the end of the year being 
very furious, he was tatight of the Devil, but by an over-^ 
reaching providence of God, to feign himfelf fober, and in- 
treated his wife to be rid of the manaclc^s, which was done; 
but at the break of day rifing, todk the coverlet of the bed a- 
bout him, and went with refolution to drown himfelf in thd 
river; but when he was at the brink thereof, had this fug- 
gefted to him, he was a fool to drown the covering, for it 
might be ufeful; which made him go a little back, and lay it' 
down at the root of a tree, and then with full refolution went 
to throw himfelf in^ but this was fuggefted to him agaiit 
at the very brink, were it not beft to pray before I tfie; On' 
which he turned a little, and falls down to prayer, but ere he 
had done, his wit and judgment Was returned, with peace of 
confcience, and afltirance of pardon, in as large meafure as 
ever he enjoyed thefe in his life ; and thus returned in a fo- 
ber frame, to the aftoniihment of his wife. 

IX. There is a ftfange paflage of judgment, that amongftf 
the memorable things of the providence of God, I think wor-* 
thy of inferting, it concerrts a nobleman in otir own country^ 
whofe name with refpe6t to his houfe, I forbear to mention,- 
who (ox many years by blood, cruelty and opprefllon, madef 
himfelf a terror in that place of the country where he lived- 
One day his fecond fon> who after fucceeded to that houfey 



Digitized by Lj@OQ IC 



40Q THE FULMLLt»(5 

by the deatli of his brother, found a letter fealed and direfted 
to his father, bearing the ftile of his houfe, and without any 
fufpicion> whence it came, carried it up to his chamber, 
which th^t lord breaking up, found of a fkrange ftile, for it 
had thefe words, I fummond you^^^-'-'—to appear before the tribu^ 
nal of God^ and there anfwerfor your murders ^ oppreffionsy &c. 
Subfcribiture Diabolus; upon which, he beihg enraged, drew 
his fword to have run his fon through^ fuppofing it a contri- 
ved bufinefs by him, but he efcaped and was forced for ma- 
ny months to withdraw from the houfe ; but upon the inter- 
ceffion of his friends, his father did condefcend to admit him 
again, but that very day, whilft they were met on this ac^ 
count, that nobleman wafhing his hands in his bed-chamber, 
and one of his fervants by, a letter from the rbof of that 
chamber drops down upon his hands, fealed and direfted as 
before, which being opened, had the very fanie words of the 
former letter, with that dreadful fubfcription Diabolus^ aftet 
which by immediate ftroke of the Lord's hand, he was ftruclc 
with a remarkable infatuation, and fuch an hotror and feat 
upon his confcience, that upbn the appearance of the lea ft 
boy, he would have fled, and with howling fought to have 
fteltered himfelf under a bed, and in this cafe fhortly died^ 
having been made a terror to himfelf, and the meaneft per*- 
fon in cafe to quafli him, who made it his work to be terrible 
to othei-s in his life, this (far from reflefting on the houfe or 
family) with refpe£t to the holding forth the holy and righte*- 
x)us judgment of the Lord, I could not omit to infert the 
fame, after fome fafe warrant as to the certainty thereof, 
from thefe I had ground to believe, 

(f ) Seventh *&}itnefs to this truth, that the Lord hath in fd 
folemn and extraordinary a way appeared for his church in 
thefe laft times, is this, theib great and marvellous providen*- 
ces (which we may call Magnalia Dei) by which he hath wit- 
neflfed his truth, and confirmed the fame iince the breaking 
tip of the gofpel in this latter raifing of the church from An^ 
tichrift; for we may truely fay, there hath not wanted a vifi*- 
ble atteftatjon from her/en, and a convincing teftimony by 
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fonie great works of the Lord to his truths as well as In the 
primitive times of the church. 

We do here underftand by fuch providences, thefe where- 
in man cannot but fee fomething above nature and natural 
Caufesj yea, above the Ordinary way of the Lord's work- 
ing, which doth evidently witnefe his great and immediate 
hand, fome whereof have been fo wonderful, which can 
be inftanced in thefe late times, as might truely be called mi- 
racles; it is true> this is not the Lord's ufual wayj neither 
maketh he ufe of fuch a folemn teftimoriy, but on fpecial 
and weighty grounds, when the neceffity of the church cal- 
ieth for it, whilft he is about fome extraordinary piece of 
work, or when the gofpel cometh firft to a land that hath 
been long overfpread with darkn^efs, when ordinary means of 
convi£iion are wanting, or in times of great oppofition, when 
the c9mmiffion of his fervants needeth fome extraordinary 
feal: in fuch a time as that of Achah's^ when the people are 
made to halt betwixt truth and a falfe way, and thus we find 
the Lord did confirrti the firft breaking Up of the gofpel, and 
make ufe of fiich a mean to fpread the Chriftian church thro* 
the world, and ftiould this feem ftrange, that in fo great a 
change of the church's cafe now in the latter days, when he 
was to raife her up, after fo long a ruin afld defolation, whilft 
Antichriftianifm fo many ages had overfpread the face of the 
world, that he fhould thus appear, and give fome fignal de- 
monftration of his power, in behalf of his people, fuch as we 
have feen witji our eyes, and our fathers did tell us. 

It is not miracles, or an e;xtraordinary providence, on which 
men fhould refolve their faith, nor do we here mention thefe, 
for laying ftrefs thereoti in believing the truth, no, the Pro-* 
teftant do£lrii:ie and caufe doth lean on a ftronger ground, it 
>can with confidenpe appeal the adverfary to the Scripture; 
thefe divine records which they do not pretend to deny, this, 
even this is the reafon of our hope, which we offer to all that 
aflc for the fame; and thdre let the God of truth, who hath 
revealed his will, and anfwers men by the written word, be 
judge, and we ftiall demand no greater advantage, nor juf* 

VoL.L 3E 
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tkc at the hand of our enemies : we know miracles canndtT 
autliorife a lie, or be a feal to any thing repugnant to the 
Scripture} and truely, thefe lying wonders which have been 
fo frequent in tlie world, which the apoftle doth forelel, that 
fuch an engine the Devil will make ufe of, to turn men afide 
from the truth, beGdes other marks of their falfehood, they 
have this one moft difcernable, that they are the fupport and 
warrant of tliat which cannot ftand alone by the word; and 
thence are the Popijb miracles made ufe of to confirm fuch te- 
nets, which of all their doftrine do moft diredly contradi£l 
the Scripture, as the merit of works^, purgatory, praying for 
the dead, &c. but as we will not boaft of fuch, as the autho- 
rity or proof of our doftrine, fo we judge it a grave and a- 
concerning duty, to obferve the wondrous works of the 
Lord in our times, yea, to make a diligent fearch thereanent, 
that we may tell pofterity fome of thefe great afts of our 
God for his church, in bringing her again from BabeL 

I would defjre to be very tender and cautious upon fuch 
a fubjeit, for I judge it horrid divinity to make a lie for God ; 
it is not the truth, but a falfe way, which requireth fuch a 
help; and truely, anent thefe following inftances, which are * 
but a few of many that might be brought, if there were 
more ferious enquiry, I dare atteft the Lord, the great wit- 
nefs, that I have not knowingly fet down here any thing 
faHe, yea, not without fome diligent fearch, and fatisfying 
grounds anent the certainty thereof. I judge it not necef- 
fary to repeat thefe which are fo known already to the world 
from public records, and therefore (hall but briefly point at 
fome of thefe, and add a few more particular inftances of 
this kind, which I may with fome confidence bring to the 
light, from clear evidences of the truth thereof. 

I fliall firft mention that folemn teftimony of Mr. jg^/ww, 
in queen Marfs time, who in the midft of the fire, whilft 
his body was all in a flame, his arms and legs half burnt,- 
cried out to by-ftanders, Papifts you look after miracles^ h 
here is one^ I am now burning in this fire y but feel no more pain^ 
than if I were in a bed of rofes. O muft not this be called ap 
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miracle, and an extraordinary feal from the Lord to his truth, 
wherein the world would confider, this was the teftimony of 
one, who was upon the borders of eternity, which he did de- 
clare before a great multitude, attefted by Mr. Fox^ that holy 
fcrvant of Chrift, who in things of that kind fo extraordinary, 
was moft cautious, and did much fearch diit the truth and 
certainty of what he fets down, and by him was publifhed 
whilft many of that time, who might have been prefent, were 
alive; yea, it is the more remarkable, the fharp combat that 
this martyr had through the terror of fire, a little before his 
death, fearing he fliould never be able to endure the fame. 

What a remarkable providence was that at a town in the 
low countries, whilft fome of the faints were put to death 
by the Popijh party, and among thefe one Michael Bomboutius^ 
a deacon of the reformed church, whilft they were going to 
fuffer, about mid-day, the heavens being moft clear, there 
came fuddenly fo great a darknefs, and fo horrible and unu- 
\fual a tempeft, which was only in that place, and above that 
city difcerned, that m.en were generally fhaken with fear, 
thinking there (hould be a prefent diflblution of the world: 
this famous Foetiusj in that piece, deftgnisy doth witnefs, that 
from divers there prefent, even fome of them Popijh^ he had 
this related to himfelf, and as he faith, fuch a thing Papifts 
would have with greateft obfervation publiflied, as the very 
finger of God, if they had the fame occafion, 

At a town Alfa in Wejl Flanders^ whilft a godly man, 
whom the inquifition there had purfiied, was leading to the 
ftake, and was by the way finging pfalms, the captain of thefe 
who guarded him was fo enraged, that he caufed prefently 
his tongue be plucked out by th^ roots; but lo in a few 
months after, this wretched man hath a child born, with 
his tongue hanging out a great way, which by no means 
could be kept within his mouth. This doftor //ii// being him- 
felf afterwards in that to^ii, had fliewed him from foipe who 
were moft coniiderable there, as he fets down in his epiftles. 
Charles the IX. of France^ who was author of that horrid 
paflacre, where the blood of many thouCand Proteftants at^ 
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Paris^ and other parts was fhed, did a very little after die In 
the ftrength of his years, by an extraordinary efFufion of blood 
from all paflages of his body, that as Du Serres and other 
French writers of that time do fhew, he was made to wallow 
in his own blood before his deatli. O! was not this the very 
finger of God, a mod convincing ftupendious piece pt his 
judgment? 

What an extraordinary providence was that, which is at- 
tefted by divers witnefles thereto, in the late bloody maflacre 
of Ireland^ a young woman, who by the Irt/h was ftript al- 
moft naked, and after by one of them threatened, that except 
fhe would give him her money, he would forthwith run her 
through; to whom (he gravely anfwered, I know you cannot 
hill mcy except God give you leave: whereupon he did three 
times with his fword run at her naked body, but could not 
once pierce her (kin, which did fo confound this wretched 
man, that with a kind of horror he went away, and ceafed to 
trouble her further. 

Did not God wonderfully appear in the raifing of the late 
king of &wedenj with that aftoniftiing fuccefs which did at- 
tend him, in breaking the power of the houfe of Aujlria^ 
whilft they were at fo great an height, and had their hands 
hot reeking in the blood of the Proteftants through Bohemia, 
and other places of Germany: O but the Lord's hand might 
be clearly feen in afting forth, and- fitting that party of the 
Swedes for fuch a piece of his fervice, even in a more than or- 
dinary way, who Ul^e that he-goat mentioned in Daniel , did 
come fo fwiftly, that they touched not the ground, as it were, 
but like a mighty fpate bore down all before them. 

The breaking of that great Spani/h armado in -the year 
1588, which had been three years in contriving, did con- 
vincingly witneis a divine hand oppofing the fame, and how 
remarkable was that iflue of all the counfels, ex pence ?tnd 
cruelty, which Philip the II. had made ufe of, to bear down 
the rifing of the gofpel in the Netherlands; for it is notour, 
that after many efiays, the lofs of an hundred millions' of 
gold, with near four hundred thoufand lives, the reckoning 
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pf all his gain and purchafe, was only the lofs of a confider- 
able part of thefe countries, and helping forward the efla- 
blifhment of the united provinces 5 and truely we mtift fay, 
the Lord did by his great and out-ftretched hand, wonder- 
fully appear in raifing that common-wealth, fo that they maj^ 
date their flourishing in outward intcreft, from their owning 
of the interefl of God. • Religion did raife them, and no 
people this day hath mote caufe, and are under greater en- 
gagements to be zealous for the truth, and defence of the 
Proteftant caufe. 

The breaking of that formidable league of the Catholics in 
France for rooting out the Proteftant religion there, was ve- 
ry wonderful J how all their counfels and defigns fliould re- 
folve in their own ruin, fo that the moft ordinary on-lookers, 
could not but fee a divine hand counteracting the fame; JD^- 
vilaj though an adverfary, in fetting down that hiftory, giv- 
Cth a large account of this. 

What a great appearance of the Lord'^ hand; yea, of an 
extraordinary providence, was there in the throwing down 
of tlie P^j/^ images and altars, almoft in one night through 
much of the Netherlands^ which for fo many hundred years 
had been ma4e ufe of fdr idolatry. O! did not Satan thus 
fall as lightning from heaven, it being very evident, how 
ftrange an impulfe did carry out the people in this, over all 
difficulties, or fear of hazard, what a wonderful confent and 
agreement amongft places fo remote about one thing, and al- 
moft at one time; how quickly alfo was it executed through 
thefe provinces almoft in an inftant, the authors did never 
appear, nor any noife of their boafting thereanent; and which 
was ftrange, the magiflrates of the cities, having both power 
and will to hinder, yet were fo over-ruled and ftruck with a^ 
(loniftiment, tliat they could not refift; and as Famianus 
Straday ^ great enemy to the truth doth fliew what fell out in 
AntTverp and other places, confidering the greatnefs of the 
work, the multitude and height of thefe idolatrous monu- 
ments, it might have been enough for many days, what was 
done in one night, and yet not any in the leaft hurt thereby^ 
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which made him cry out, that fure this was the work of the 
Devil, and his help eminently therein : but I do not wonder 
to hear thefe in fuch a manner blafpheme, whilft they are tor- 
mented with fo clear a difcovery of God's hand againft them. 

Mufl: we not here mention that great deliverance of the 
town of Leyden from the Spaniards^ with a fpecial remark, 
whilft it was then manifeft, if the enemy had made ufe of 
cannon in battering the walls, they could not have come fhort 
of their defignj in what an extraordinary way alfo were the 
winds tryfted to raife the waters, in order to the town's re- 
lief, when they were at the utmoft extremity, yea, for driving 
the waters back again, when the town was once delivered, 
and which was very marvellous, that the fame night, where- 
in the Spaniards were forced to retire, a part of the wail fell 
down, which if it had fallen out a little before, that city had 
been utterly loft. O wa^ not this a divine hand, v/hich even 
the greateft Atheifts, and fuch who judge things to fall out 
by chance, muft confefs? 

What wonderful providences did attend the aftings of 
that poor handful of Proteftants in the valleys of Piedmcnt^ 
for their neceflary felf-defence; Fox with other writers, give 
a clear account in fetting down that horrid perfecution, 
which they endured in the year 1555. I fhall here only 
touch forae pafTages mentioned by Mr. Morland in his hifto- 
ry, who upon the account of that bloody maftacre, which was 
there within thefe few years, was then near that place, and 
from fure knowledge and information, doth very gravely hold 
forth the fame-, and truely they are providences fo marvellous ' 
and aftonifhing, that men cannpt but fee the Lord in an ex^ 
traordinary way helping that poor people, his afting forth a 
few to do fuch exploits, beyond any thing that can be men- 
tioned of thefe great heroes, whom the world in former years 
did admire; fo that we muft fay, as this >vas a convincing 
proof of the great power of God, put forth for his people, 
when help in an ordinary way failed, it was alfo a folemn tef- 
tlraony to their caufe, and of the Lord's approbation of his 
people's ftanding for their own defence againft the cruelty 
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and violence of a perfecuting magiftrate. We have there 
held forth, how .after that bloody perfecution by an order 
from the 'duke of Savoyy a fmall number was in a remarkable 
way raifed up, and upon their firft eflay, feven or eight under 
the conduft of that worthy gentleman, Jojhua Gianavelf 
(whom God made ufe of as a choice inftrument j to help that 
poor fcattered remnant) was made to fight three hundred fol- 
diers, who were fent to exercife further cruelty in that place, 
killing many of them, and purfuing the reft for a confiderable 
time. After a party of five hundred being fent by the mar- 
quis of Pianeza^ who then commanded the duke of Savoy's 
forces, were oppofed by eleven of the Proteftants, and othef 
fix With flings, and after a fhort conflict were forced to fly 
with confiderable flaughter, the terror of the Lrord upon the 
one, and a fpirit of courage and refolution in the other being 
very manifeft. After thefe, there was another party fent 
forth of 700 foldiers, to feize on all the paflages, upon which, 
about feventeerf mafters of families, whofe hearts God had 
in a fignal manner ftrengthened to the battle, for their poor 
brethren's ptefervation, refolved to cad themfelv^s upon the 
Ix>rd for the fuccefs of their undertakings, and with fucb 
marvellous boldnefs faced their adverfaries, as put them in 
amazement, and made them draw ofF, refolving to take ano-f 
ther way, but were ftill purfued by this little handful, who 
killed many without the lofs of one man. At another time 
the Proteftants there joining in a great number, being three 
hundred, under the condu<Sl: of the fore-mentioned captain 
Gianavelf were aflTaulted by two thoufand and five hundred 
of the adverfaries, but the Lord fo ordered that this little 
party getting the advantage of the place, aft:er fome conflict 
did force them to retire, purfuing them into the woods and 
fteep rocks with great flaughter, and thus with a marvellous 
courage in a continued fight for eight hours together, did 
drive the enemy before them. Divers other remarkable paf- 
fages of "this kind, are at more length mentioned in that hif- 
tory, which the author after moft exa£l fearch and enquiry 
thereanent, doth folemnly atteft, and truely it might be muclv, 
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caufe for wonder, as it is there obfcrvcd, tliat through the 
Lord's eminent appearance, and his blefllng on his poor 
people's endeavours for the intereft of religion, and their 
own prefervation, they did in a fhort time difpute the mat- 
ter with fuch a profperous fuccefs againft all the forces which 
the duke of Savoy fent, that their enemies at laft began to 
fear what effect it might produce, and therefore having no 
better game to play, were glad by a treaty of peace to get the 
fword out of their hands, however they pretended it as a 
compliment, put on neighbouring princes, who did intercede 
for the fame. 

Have we not alfo to reckon among the great works of the 
Lord in thefe laft times, Henry the VIIL of England, moft 
violent in oppofition to the truth, who by the pope was ftil- 
ed defender of the faith upon that account, and for his writ- 
ing againft Luther, and yet the fame man fliall be the inftru- 
inent madcufe of by the Lord, to throw down the pope and 
his power in his dominions, and gite fome beginning to a 
great reformation of the church th^re. 

Verger tusy the pope's nuncio for many years in Germany, 
whilft he is writing againft the truth, is even then convertdd, 
and forced to yield to the. power of the fame, turns Protef* 
tant, and a zealous preacher of the gofpel to his death. 

Galeaceus Caragceolus, an Italian marquis, of great place 
andeftate in the world, was fo taken by the heart with one 
v/ord, in hearing Peter Martyr, as made him quit not only all 
his hopes of preferment, a moft pleafant place as was in the 
earth, and a great inheritance, but to go over the belly of the 
moft preffmg intreaties and infinuations of his friends, the 
weeping cries of his lady and children, and go to a ftrange 
place, quiting all, that he might preferve his confcience,, and 
enjoy fellowfhip with the church. O what a folemn wit- 
, nefs was this to the truth, and of the conquering power of 
Chrift! 

And in a word, what a marvellous thing was it, that poor 
X'ttther^ againft whom fo much of the world was aloft, with 
greateft rage and violence, fliould yet live to ^n old age, and 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



OF THE Scripture. 409 

go to the grave in peace. Andtruely, the fpirit and appear- 
ances of this great and firft witnefs to the truth, might be a 
convincing evidence that the Lord was then to raife up a 
people to himfeif, in whom he would be glorified, by ah ac- 
tive teftimony, as well as by fufFering. 

Befides thefe inftances, I would here mention fome re- 
markable providences, worthy indeed to be obferved, though 
they are little known to the world, which we may fay, doth 
not only witnefs the power of God, but are a convincing feal 
to his truth, ^rid the church's reformation in thefe laft tirhes. 

It is a remarkable paflage which worthy Mr. Forbes fets 
down under his hand, whilft he was baniflied for the truth; 
whofe words are thefe, iK the year 1607^ being at Ruan m 
France i and meeting with Monfteur Figureus, that ancient 
and famous divine, and then paftor of the reformed church 
in that city, he had from him this following relation : - 

After the clofe of the council of Trent^ in the time of Piuf 
the V. there was a cdhfultation in Italy^ by the pope and 
cardinals, for an utter extirpation of the reformed churches, 
in Europe; and to this end eYery prince of the Rorhip reli- 
gion had a certain part defigned, vt^here this great project 
fliould be put in praftice: thfe death of Pius the V. hindered 
a prefent profecuting of this defign, iand his fucc^flbr Grego* 
rius XIII. didfufFer it to lie dead, having no hfeart that way; 
and fo until that time of Clemens VIII. it was not revived^ but 
then this bloody refolution was of new ratified by him, and 
his cardinals under their hands and feals; the only dilBQulty 
was in this, to find a fit and trufty perfonj whom they fhould 
make ufe of to the princes of the Romijh religion, for engag- 
ing them to fubfcribe the faid ordinance, and fet about the 
execution thereof: at length a gentleman of good parts, near 
in blood to the cardinal Baronius^ is choofed, which 
to him was a mattet of much grief and forrow, for un- 
known to them he 'Jvas of the reformed religion: but this 
grief in his countenance and carriage, put his friends who 
obfetved the fame to flrange thoughts, and fo much tlie 
more, that he did exprefly declare to fome of thefe whoafk-* 
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cd thereanent, that what to them feemed ii caufe of rejoicbg^ 
was to him a juft occafion of grief; yet at hft finding his 
liazani, upon a bitter challenge from the fore(aid cardinal, 
who had heard thereof, he judged it his wifdom to diflemble, 
ihewing him his unfuitablenefs to fo great an employment^ 
could not but be ground of trouble and fear; and fo was 
fome way forced to engage, getting his commiflions, the de- 
cree of the conclave, with letters to the forefaid princes, feal- 
cd and fubfcribed ; but lo, whilft this poor gentleman is on 
his journey, having found ways to free himfelf of his fer- 
vants, and other company, his fpirit was in geat perplexity 
betwixt thefe two grievous temptations, either to be an inflru- 
ment of utter ruin to the truth and church's of Chrift, or 
forfake his country inheritance, and all he had in the world; 
upon which he refolved to retire himfelf out of the high way, 
to an obfcure village, where for three days he gave himfelf 
to failing and prayer, for direftion and refolution from the 
Lord, and after this had his heart fo ftrengthened againft the 
care of his worldly eftate, that he refolved to forfake all, and 
to reveal this bloody confpiracy to the churches of Chrift, 
and cad himfelf on God's hand for his future eftate; fo that 
he turned his face from Spain y and took journey to France ^ 
and to Paris^ where at that time remained the fifter of Henry 
the IV. a religious princefs, afterwards dutchefs of Lorraw, 
to whom the ^orchid Monjieur Figureus was preacher, and 
unto him made his addrefs (though after divers refufals 
of admiflion upon fufpicion) (hewing him the whole buftnefs, 
and delivered the fealed decree with hia letters of commif- 
fion for that efFeft, and did likewife fliew him (whp was 
then aftoniihed at fuch a wonderful providence of God, in 
foftering fomc of his own children in the midft of Babylon^ 
and that to fo comfortable an ufe for his church's fafety) that 
there were many others in Italy ^ yea, in Rome itfelf, of the 
reformed religion, who had their fecret meetings, and even 
Gregory the XIII. before his advancement to the papacy, was 
thoroughly clear thereanent in his judgment, whereof he 
gave him divers evidences. This forefaid relation tlid foaf- 
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fe£l Mr. Forbesy that he fhewed his marvellous defire to fee 
that man, who had done fo worthy and gracious a work for 
the glory of God, and good of his church; and by a recom- 
mendation from Monjieur FigureuSj he did afterwards go of 
fet purpofe to thai: place, taking the firft opportunity for 
Heidclbergy where this gentleman was then retired for his fur- 
ther fecurity, and honourably entertained by that prince, 
where he fheweth that he faw him, and from his own mouth 
received the aflurance of this former narration, to his great 
fatisfaftion and comfort. This is the very fum which I have 
here fet down, and truely tranfcribed off the principal which 
I had befide me, both written and fubfcribed by Mr. Forbes* 
own hand. 

A remarkable providence I Ihall alfo here fet down, which 
did try ft with feme very convincing circumftances, at the 
parliament 1621, at their bringing in of PopiJIj ceremonies 
upon the church, which was then a fad ftep of the laud's 
defeftion from the truth, contrary to their engagements-, 
whilft the faithful minifters of Jefus Chrift at that time, did , 
with greateft ferioufnefs and freedom, obteft and warn thefe 
who were in power, (alas! that now there is little of fuch a 
fpirit appearing) that they would not to pleafe men, corrupt 
the worfhip of God; but the fpate being violent, it did at 
laft refolve in a law, at which very time, whilft the king's 
commiflioner did rife from the throne to ratify this woful aft, 
by the touch of the fcepter, was even in the moment of that 
ratification, tryfted by the God of heaven with an extraor- 
dinary lightning, and very unufal great claps of thunder, 
and thefe followed with a moft ftrange and extraordinary 
darknefs, which both for the fuddenncfs and greatnefs of 
the fame, did aftonifh and affright all who were prefent; 
and after all, fo violent a down-pouring of rain, as made the 
ftreets to run like a river, imprifoning the lords within that 
houfe for an hour and an half: and truely as we are not 
hereon to lay ftrefs, or be peremptory in the application of 
particular providences, yet this was fo very convincing, as 
fliould not be pafled without a fpeciai remark; confidering. 
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1. How at that time many of the choice miniflers of the 
land, were together, near the town, at fading and priayer, 
bewailing before the Lord fuck an avowed defeftion from 
the truth. 2. That like wife this horrid tempeft and dark- 
nefs appeared to thefe who were at fome diftance to be moil 
direftly above the town, tshe darknefs overfhadowing that 
part only, and was not fo in other places. 3. That they 
had by the inftigation of the Prelates, guarded the entry to 
the parliamept that day, left any minifters fhould have enter- 
ed a proteftatioh in behalf of the church again ft thefe ar- 
ticles, and thus thought themfelvep f^cure from any oppofi- 
tion of that kind: but whilft they leaft fufpe61:ed, they are- 
met with a more public and vifible witnefs from heaven a- 
gainft the fame. 4. Which was alfo moft ftrange upon the 
Monday following, whilft thefe afts were proclaimed, the 
heavens did in the fame rnanner put on darknefs, witlia moft 
fe^iil tempeft of thunder, lightning, and rain, which con- 
tinued all the time of their reading at the crofs. And trucly 
when the Lord thus doubled his warnings, it might cry 
aloud for men's obfervation thereof. 

The breaking of that journey to New-England^ which 
about th^ year 1636, was ferioufly intended by fome of the 
choice minifters in Ireland^ who were then much perfecuted 
by the Prelates, though not from any fear of their own fuf- 
feringS^ but with refped to a further liberty, to ferve the 
Lord in the work of the gofpel, when that door was (hut 
upon them iti their own country; this was truely a ftrange 
and remarkable providence, and their prefervation in fome 
kind miraculous, ane .t which thefe circiimftances are wor- 
thy to be obferved, i. That whilft their veftelamidft a tem- 
peftuous fea, and far from any land, was like a riddle with 
fo many leaks; yea, the rudder of the fliip breaking, fo that 
the'^pilots were turned wholly hopelefs, and could not fee any 
ground of fafety in an ordinary way, a poor feaman by a re- 
markable providence, whofe company they had much (hun- 
ned, was made the inftrument of preferving the whole vef- 
fel, with marvellous desterity fattening the rudder, which 
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ethers had given over, as one vifibly fent by the Lord for 
that end. 2 The ftrong perfuafion that fome of thefe wor- 
thy minifters had of their fafietyj^^whicji with great confidence 
they declared befor^flie pafTengers, whilft the mafter and 
others were giving it over as a hopelefs bufinefs, and feeing 
a convincing neceffity for a return, though it was very afto- 
nifhing and bitter at the firft look, yet was afterwards follow^ 
ed with a clear clifcovery from the Lord, as one of them 
with much freedom did exprefs his affurance to the reft of 
of his brethren, that fince the Lord would not except their 
fervice in America^ they ftiould not want work artd fervice 
whither he was fending them back by fo remarkable a provi- 
dence, as within a (hort time was evident, the downfal of 
Prelates in Scotland^ and after in Ireland tryRing fliortly upon 
the back thereof, jfo that it may be faid, this was a coiivin*- 
cing prefagc thereof, the Lord by a ftrong hand bringing 
back fuch choice and ufeful inftruments for that great liar -^ 
veft which did after follow, fo that they could not but fay, 
the Lord did in a very marvellous and immediate way appear 
in that crofs wind and ftorm, and thereby as if with an au- 
dible voice did witnefs his mind in fuch a difappointment. 
3. It was alfo moft obfervable, that none of thefe who on 
the account of their confciences, that they might enjoy the 
purity of the ordinances, went in th'it journey, was the 
worfe, but had a fafe return ; only fome perfons who upon 
another account, expefting a fat foil, and outward advan- 
tage in that place, and had unexpeftedly dipt in the veflel^ 
did all die upon the fea, fave one, being five in number ; and 
it was alfo wonderful upon their return, how the Lord as he 
had ftayed the rage of the fea, did alfo ftill the tumults of 
pebple, which they found by experience, fo that it did evi- 
dently give a dafti, and became a terror to their adverfaries, 
I muft herb alfo fet down a very fmgular and ftrange in- 
ftance, we may fay both of judgment and mercy, which Vvas" 
in, this land not many years ago, a gentleman, whofe ftile was 
Wajlraw^ z moft bloody man, and otherwife notour for pro- 
fanity, but moft in this, that it was his great wor^ and pkaf* 
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ure to put difference betwixt men, and as it was at that time 
very eafyr to engage them in blood, whilft he had thus ftirred 
up a neighbour gentleman to kill another in that place, find- 
ing him after fore troubled in mind ftereanent, he told him 
more of that pr2<9:ice would be the bed cure; for he himfelf 
had killed fix, and that the firft time he was much difquieted, 
but the longer he did continue, it became the more eafy. Byt 
one day whilft he was on fuch an account riding to a place 
where two had try (led to decide a private quarrel by fighting, 
his horfe (tumbles on the dde of a fteep rock, and he falls a 
great way down, his fword falling out before him, yet with- 
out any hurt ; and here by fuch a ftrange piece of providence 
did the Lord try ft, and break in upon his confdence, fo that 
he quits his journey, turns home with great trouble and re- 
niorfe, a moft kindly change following thereon, and for fome 
years after witnefled much tendfernefs and repentance by his 
after walk, fpent much time alone mourning before his death, 
and that day he died, having no vifiblc appearance thereof to 
thefc who looked on, he was l^eard in his chamber at much 
wreftling in prayer, and after long continuance, thefe of the 
houfe were forced to break up the door, getting no anfwer 
after long knocking, they find him dead in the room, but up- 
on his knees in a praying pofture; and the whole blood of his 
body, v/hich from every pafTage thereof had iflued out, fwim- 
ing ^bout him on the floor; it being vifible how all thefe paf- 
fages were opened for that efFedi, a moft aftonifhing inftance, 
declaring this to the world, though he pardon tlie iniquity of 
his people, yet fome fins he will not let pafs without a vifible 
•mark of his anger, but will take vengeance on their inven- 
tions. 

What an obfervable paflage is that alfo, known to many fet 
alive, anent a notorious robber in the fouth parts of this land, 
calkd John of the Score, who for many years having driven 
that woful trade, did one day rencounter a poor man travel- 
ling with two horfes, which he according to his cuftom tal^es 
away, the poor countryman falling down on his knees, did 
carneftly beg, that for Jefu;j Chrift's fake he would give the 
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one again, for he had no- more to maintain his poor family^ 
but what he could gain by them; but it was in vain, he car^ 
tieth them home with him, leaving the poor man in that de- 
folate condition, but a Uttle after, he turns dumpifh and mel- 
ancholy, could get no reft or quiet, not knowing the caufe, 
but as he profefled, that thefe wordythe poor man had fpoke 
to him (though he was fo great an Atheift, that he underftood 
not what he meant when he fpake of Chrift) were lying like 
a heavy weight upon his fpirit; and whilft he was fought af- 
ter for his robberies, he defired his fons to (hift for themfelves> 
for he could not go out of the way, there being a rellraint up^ 
on him, and fomething within him, that in a kind bound him 
from going out of the way, and thus ftayed at his houfe un- 
til he was apprehended, brought into Edltibiirgh^ and there 
put up in prifon ; upon which a godly minifter, Mr. Hetir^ 
Blyth^ with a Chriftian gentleman, William Cumtin&kam^ tu- 
tor of Boningtourjy who had fometimes known him, makes a 
vifit, holding forth to him his miferable eftate, and the haz- 
ard of his foul, (for he was judged by the law to die) and a-» 
mongft other words, fhewing him the neceffity to fly to Jefus 
Chrift, he doth fuddenly break out with a cry, what word 
is that i for it hath been my deaths that is the word that hath lien 
upoh my heart Jmce the poor man fpake if to mc; fo that I £ad n(f 
power from thit time to go out of the way, and after being told 
what an one Chrift was, without whom he cOuId not be fav- 
ed, he cryeth, will he ever look to me^ andjhew merey, that for 
his fake would not f jew mercy to the poor man, and give him hack 
his horfe, but after further inftruftion, a moft real and graci- 
ous change did appear upon him, he gavcjoioft convincing e- . 
vidences of the reality thereof, attained to great affurance be- 
fore his death, and upon the fcaffold in the public ftreets, 
where he was executed, did fpeak fo wonderfully of the 
Lord's dealing with him, and with fuch knowledge and judg- 
ment, as left a conviction on all prefent, and forced them ta- 
fee a truth and reality in the grace of God. 

Another notable inftance of grace, with a very remarkable 
paiTage in his condition, I (liall here mention one Patrick 
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Machelwrathy who lived in the weft part of Scotland^ whofe 
heart the Lord In a remarkable way touched, and after \m 
converfion (as he (hewed to many of his Chriftian friends) 
was in fuch a frame, fo afFefted with a new world, wherein 
he was entered, the difcoveries of God, and of a life to come, 
that for fome months togedier he did fcarce ever fleep, but 
was ftill taken up in wondering. His life was very remark- 
able for tendemefs and near converfe with God in his wallc, 
and, which was worthy to be noticed, one day after a fharp 
trial, having his only fon taken avvay by death, he retired a- 
Jone for feveral hours, and when he came forth, did look fo 
cheerfully, that to thofe who alked him the reafpn there- 
of, and wondered at the fame in fuch a time, he told them 
he had got that in his retirement with the Lord, ihat 
to have it afterwards renewed, he would be content to 
lofe a fon every day. This one remarkable pafiage I would 
fet down, it had been long his burden the want of memory, 
that he could retain almoft nothing of what he heard from 
the word, and bitterly complaining thereof t6 worthy Mr. 
James Inglisy minifter of Daly^ his counfel to him was, when 
he heard any truth which he deflred to remember, to hold it 
up to the Lord, and defire him to keep it for him, and give 
it him back, according to his need-, which accordingly this 
blefled man did with much ferioufnefs praftice, and on his 
death bed, to hi^ minifter and divers Chliftians that were 
prefent, he did folemnly declare how wonderfully the Lord 
had anfwered and condefcended to him in that particulair, for 
as they knew how much formerly it had been his burden, 
the want of memory, now the Lord had given him back all 
thefe truths that he had put in his keeping, fo that what for 
many years before he had heard, was now moft clearly 
brought to his remembrance, which be witnefTed, by repeat- 
ing many particular truths and notes of fermons, vvhich at 
fuch times he had heard. 

Now to iliut up this, we have truely caufe to fay, even 
from late experience, fmce this dark night came upon the 
t:hurch in thefe nations, with fo fliarp a ftorm of perfecution, 
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there hath not wanted fome very fignal and convincing pro- 
vidences, writneffing the Lord's appearance for his people, 
and againft their enemies, which are worthy of a remark, 
and may let men fee that there is one higher than the higheft, 
who ruleth in the kingdoms of the children of men 5 for it is 
manifeft^ ^ 

I. How eminently the Lord did ap{)eaf in breaking that 
party, who had been the great inftrumcnts, both in counfel 
and aftion, to break the government of the church of Chrift 
in this land, and lay fo much of his vineyard wafte and de- 
folate, and this in the height of their power and greatnefs, 
whilft they feemcd moft firmly rooted : O ! how evident was 
a divine hand there, that this cabal, who made it their great 
wotk to raife up prelacy, and ppprefs the poor church, and 
like a violent tenipeft did carry all before them, in a moment, 
when they could have leaft expefted, fhould be made to fall, 
yea, in fo fhort a time be turned out of their places and of- 
fices, who but a little before had turned out fo many of the 
faithful minifters of Chrift $ and that great man who put 
forth his power and authority fo much, to turn many of the 
godly of the land, both minifters and others, out of their 
houfes and families, tofling them from place to place, fhould 
thus be dealt with from the Lord, and recompenced with 
that meafure, being forced to quit his lodging onge and again, 
yea, even to banifh himfelf out of the country, who had been 
the chief inftrument to b^nifli fome of the moft choice fer- 
vants of Chrift; and this ftroke alfo made to tryft the^ 
from that hand whence they could have leaft expe6ied, whofe 
intereft they ftudied to promote^ in oppofition to God's. I 
I fliould defire to ftudy fobriety and fear in application of 
the judgments of God, but when the Lord doth fo clearly 
reveal himfelf, and (hew forth fuch an evident refemblance 
betwixt men's fin and their ftroke, I think it cries aloud for 
• a ferious obferving thereof. 

2. Should we pafs without a remark, fo folemn a witnefs 
from the Lord, of his refpeft to his people's fufFerings in this* 
late time ? for it is known v/ith what marvellous refolutiori 
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and cheerfulnefs thefe have been carried through, who wetc 
called forth to refift unto the blood, in their adherence to the 
truth, witnefTing to the conviftion of onlookers, even their 
greateft enemies, fomething above Roman gallantry, yea, 
fomething above nature, in that ftayednefe ^nd elevation of 
their fpirits; and as fome of all ranks in the land, the Lord 
would have bro\ight forth to feal and witnefs his truth, and 
tlie work of reformation, fo it hath been aUb clear, that none 
wanted a large meafure of fupport and ftrength for the trial, 
their fuffering ftill giving a further dafh to their adverfaries; 
3. It is alfo manifeft, and may be truely matter of wonder, 
by what a marvellous providence fo many fufFering and defo- 
late families have been carried through without any obvious 
noife of their ftraits, now fo^ thefe divers years, with fttch 
convincing cheerfulnefs 5 yea, the experience of many made 
to witnefs that they never lefs knew a ftrait, than fince they 
were put from the ordinary means of their fupport, and 
others who have been more fharply tried, could not reckon 
any fuch plunging fltait and difficulty, but have alfo found 
out-gate by fome remarkable providence tryfted. I afm very 
fure amongft other advantages yet of thefe times, this fhall 
be one, a large regifter of experience, and remarkable con- 
firmations of the truth of the word and promife, whkh the 
godly have had under this fliarp trial, that will be fweet mat- 
ter for an after reckoning and a greater, gain than any lofs 
their former fufFerings did occafion; yea, have we not feen, 
what in an ordinary way looked as irrecoverable, a ftroke 
which a generation could not have made up, hath been a 
mean the Lord hath'chofen to promote his glory, and there- 
by declare himfelf to be God, hath he not made us fee how 
eafy it is for him to turn the iharpeft ftorm to the great ad- 
vantage of his church, that he can aft in defperate cafes, 
above the ikill botli of angels and men j and truely though 
we fliould be brought yet more low, even to the place of 
dragons, this may uphold the fhaking hearts of his people, 
and be folid ground of confidence, that Chrifl's power and 
faithfulnefs is this day engaged for his church and truth, he 
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muft encreafe, his kingdom is upon the rifing hand> and fliall 
yet have a more glorious appearance in the world, whatever 
become of inftruments, the reviving of his work is not in the 
reverence of men; and fince we know the Lord hath folemn- 
ly declared war againft Antichrift, and all who will oppofe 
the fpreading of the gofpel in thefe.laft times; yea, hath 
pafled his word to the church, for the fall and ruin of that 
adverfary, fall he muft, though the duft of the earth fhould 
arife for that end, and it is fure. Prelacy muft alfo wither, 
that hath its life and fap from that accurfed root; they have 
this day a defperate caufe in hand, who do engage their 
power to fupport the throne of the beaft, for they run in the 
way of the wrath and vengeance of the Lord, and Ihall fure- 
ly involve themfelves in that ruin, though they were the 
greateft princes of the earth. I (hall only add, we have 
much ground in thefe times to believe that the Lord (hall 
yet appear and make himfelf known in the earth, by as great 
and convincing providences both of judgment and mercy, as 
in any former ages, and thus vindicate his glory, and refute 
the Atheifm of this generation, by fuch an argument, as fliaU 
force iniquity to ftop its mouth. 

Now fince this is fure, which none can get denied, if Hiey 
will but allow fome ferious thoughts thereanent, that the 
Scripture falleth not to the ground, for GocPs way is perjeBy 
and his nvgrd istried^ Pfal. xviii. 30. O! is it not alfo fure, 
and a conclufion well grounded, that he is a buckler to allthofe 
ivho trujl in him^ none needs fear to venture his interefts 
through time on the word; yea, if there could be any thing 
greater than a heaven, or eternal falvation, the teftimony of 
the God of truth might be fuflSicient fecurity for the fame; 
it is a fmall matter how this world doth reel and ftagger, or 
what be the changes of outward things, that is enough, the 
promifes of the word fhall cettainly take place, and the ex- 
pectation of the faints (hall not make them alhamed. 
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IT is fure, the demonftration of divine truth, held forth in 
the Scripture, is the greateft difcovery that ever came to 
the fons of men; which with a more excellent light, and 
greater luftre, doth enlighten thefe parts of the oarth on 
which it fhines, than the fun in its noon-day-brightnefs : this 
is the word of life, even the hidden wifdom of God, in a 
myftery, which mod of the world do not underftand, but 
fly from the fame, as their plague and torment; but hereby 
the followers of God, know they are of the truth, and do 
ialTure their heart before him; it fhould be matter of aftonifh- 
ment, if thus the Scripture were not confirmed, to fee what 
rage the breaking up of this light caufeth amongft men, 
which now in the prefent time does in a ftrange manner ap- 
pear, not againft fome particular truth only, and the upper- 
moft boughs, but by a remarkable aflault, feems to ftrike at 
the root, the very being of truth and godlinefs; it may be 
faid, whilft fupperftition in times of greateft ignoranpe did 
overcloud and darken the vifible church, Atheifm hath taken * 
up its room, to wear this generation out, from under the 
awe of God, and weaken their afTent to the truth; for we fee 
men every where making it their work,, to load his ^vay with 
reproach, and put difcredit on his faithfulnefs, who is the 
God of truth. As a witnefs thereto, is this fmall effay di- 
rected, ^and now again comes forth to the world, with an en- 
largement, which I may fay, was not intended, if there had 
not been a prefling motive, from the incowreftednefs of the 
firft impreflion, and for this, I (hall make no further apology: 
but if a fubjedt of fo great an import, fuffer no prejudice 
from fuch an unfit pen, the favourable teftimony of men 
or their cenfures, I fliall defire to look on (as they are indeed) 
at a pittance and far below that foUd peace of the foul, which 
in the acceptation of God, is alone to be found : what accefs 
it may have to many of this generation, I know not, who 
are taking alf advantage to ftrengthen their prejudice at the 
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huth, and unfettlc others therein; it is like, fuch may paf?? 
their judgment thereon at the firft look, and throw it a fide. 
"But as a minifter of Jefus Chrift, who believes an appearing 
before the judge, and would defire mercy to be found faith- 
ful in that day, being prefled in fome meafure upon the hor- 
rid appearance of the Atheifm and blafphemy of the time, 
with that avowed indifFerency, now within the vifible churchy 
in thefe great interefts of religion and godlinefs; I lay this 
witnefs to the truth at their door ; aiid Ihall' here oiFer a few 
thoughts further on this fubjeft, in fome clear inferrences, 
from that great truth of the verification of the Scripture. 

Inference I. which we may fee clear, is this, the great ad- 
vantage a Chriftian hath for his eflablifhment, that his fecu- 
rity is indeed greater than his intereft, or any thing he hath 
to adventure thereon, and fure that is not fmall, iince the mat- 
ter is of no lefs earned, befides his concernments through 
time, than an eternity, a heaven, or the hazard of hell for 
ever; this muft require a folid and fure foundation, yea, we' 
may judge the furtheft degree of certainty, where the fuper- 
ftrufture is fo great, for it is not opinion, or a probable con- 
jefture, can be a fuitable bafis to bear up that weight; but ' 
here, to anfwer fuch an intereft, and give thorough quiet and 
repofe to the foul, we have the tnith and teftimony of Godj 
with this great wittiefs thereto, that it aiTuredly takes place, 
and not one fy liable falls to the ground, without an evident 
performance. There are two things which I am fure men 
could not with fuch ordinary thoughts confider, yea, think 
thereon- without amazement, if they made it not their choice 
to keep at a diftance: One is, that fuch a thing is in the world 
this day, as the very word of God, that is more fure than an 
audible voice from heaven, to declare his whole counfel, and 
hold forth unto rnen the true way up towards that country; 
' and does thus marvelloufly difcover itfelf, i. To come \o low 
down, even his word and teftimony, \vho fpeaks from heaven, 
that therewith it hath a folemn apj^al to men's fenfe and feel- 
ing anent its certainty. 2. Which commends itfelf upon the 
neareft approach, and found the more invaluable and of the 
greater price, the mor^it is fearched into by an enquiry. 3. 
That though clear and plain in itfelf, yet by a fupernatural 
light and evidence can only be known, which no human fa- 
gacity, nor reafon in its higheft elevation, without this, can 
reach; butrifeth far above the greateft capacity and endow- 
wients, of which by nature the moft excellent fpirits of men 
can boaft. In a word, when once it ftiines in upon the foul, 
^oes then difcernably ftamp the very fame image thereon, 
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and begets fuch a marvellovis likenefs betwixt them, as may 
{how th© world this is a living thing. But there is a fecond, 
we may alfo confider with aftonifhment, how great it is to be 
a Chriflian, and of what mar%^ellous import that is: I fuppofe 
there were but one or two fuch to be found in the world, 
who were certainly known to be partakers of the divine na- 
ture, to have a real converfe with God, and by experience 
with the word : might not the report thereof give men a 
(Irange alarm ? . yea, put them upon an impatient fearch and 
enquiry, to know if this be fure, and what fuch a difcovery 
means: O is it fmall to be the fon of a king! but the hope 
and claim of a Chriftian rifeth higher, and hath another 
reach, that fuch within a (hort time, whilll: now in fo mean 
a garb, (hall be afluredjy entered into glory, in the immediate 
enjoyment of God, and of the fulnefs of joy among that tri- 
umphant fociety of the angels, the prophets and apoftles, and 
all thefe who are before the throne, wafhed and made white 
in the blood of the Lamb, and thus continue through the a- 
ges of eternity J yea, in that very inftant of the fouPs quiting 
the body, mud admit fo great a change, and enter there, 
where heaven only can make us know what heaven is^ it is 
fuch a ftrange deep men are in, who in fuch concernment, 
are not awaked to a further enquiry: It were well, if fome 
would but allow reafon its true ufe, whilft they travel betwixt 
the poles, and can adventure to the furtheft parts of the 
earth, to purfue that which they muft fo (hortly forego: to 
judge ferioufly, and bring the thoughts of this near, what a 
greater intereft, and at a more eafy rate, and of an inexpref- 
iibly greater value, than .that gold and treafure which ever 
canxe from the Indies^ does offer itfelf •, I fay, the profeiTed 
Atheifm of fome, gives not more caufe of wonder, than the 
ftrange ftupidi^y of others, and common and eafy way men 
have in giving an aflault to divine truth; 1 do not mean from 
the want of evidence and perfpicuity, but becaufe of the 
grcatne fs of the things here held forth-, this was not fo 
ftrange, that: we find tw^o of the difciples of Chrift at a ftand, 
from joy and wondering, to credit his refurre6tion, evert 
whilfl they faw it verified, fo great was tlus in their eyes. 

Now as to this, I muft further point at two or three things, 
which ferioufly confidered, may feem a ftrange contradiction 
to reafon : 

I. Hov/ men can find a pillow to reft on, who certaialy 
know their breath, for thefe few hours in the night, is not 
made fure; but if by a fudden arreft of death it ftiould be 
ftcpped, which is no ftrange thing in the world, tliey know 
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not what IS next: but eviery night fleeps at an adventure of 
being ere the next day in an irrecoverably loft eftate: yea, is 
not here caufe of wonder, that whilft we fee time make faeh 
fwift difpatch, dying men Can be in that meafure eftranged 
from the thoughts of death, who fo oft may hear it found ♦ 
and the bell ringing for others, yea, by previous alTaults dif- 
cern its approach on themfelvcs, which once come, then man 
goes ofFthe ftagej to return no more, nor (hall he for all the 
ages of eternity ever aft that fcene of life here over again* 

2. How ftrange it is that the fuppofal of the truth and cer-- 
tainty of the Scripture, that fuch a thing may be, does not 
more alarm men, and mar their qUiet; or that they can fo 
much as think of an eternal eftate without trembling, whilft 
they are at no folid determination in fuch a matter; yea, 
when the Scripture of /jod does not only witnefs a heaven 
and immortality, but (hews the World there is fuch a thing 
as the firft fruits and earneft of it, whereof men here may be 
fully aflured. I would know if fuch an Atheifm is to be 
found, that puts the Atheift beyond fear and doubting, even 
in his moft profefled confidence and fcoffing at the truth, or 
can fufficiently falve that heart-aching and continued hefita- 
tion he is. under, that fuch a thing may be true. 

3.1 fhall add, it is a matter of wonder men ftiould admit 
the report and atteftation of others, anent the truth and rea-- 
llty of godlinefs, who yet live ftrangers to it then>felve8, yea, 
fhould be at fome toil and pains, and Come a length to be al-* 
moft Chrlftians, without purfuing this in greater earneft. 

Inference II. which from the Scripiture's accomplifhmenu 
is clear, is this, that there is a fpecial debt dn each Chriftian, 
on whofe foul the truth and faithfulnefs of God is fealed, to 
give in his feal thereto, and bear witnefs that God is true. 
Thus is there a mutual fealing, which is undeniably cle'ar, 
you fee, 2 Cor. i. 22. the Lord's putting to his leal, which by" 
all his people is well known^ and have you not alfo, John iii. 
33. the Chriftian's feal and witnefs, m,oft exprefljr held out- 
and called for. This is indeed a duty, in which we may fay, 
the meaneft of the faints wants not his part, who hath that 
witnefs within himfelf, whereby he *knows the certahity or* 
the words of truth, which is a great thing, that fuch, on fo- 
lid ground, can fay, he does not more clearly fee the truth 
written in the Bible before him, than he knows and can ready 
but by another cpara^ler, and engraving this within him, 
though none elfe can read the fame, but he v/ho hath it. I 
know there is a debt to the leaft Scripture-truth, which thefe 
-who profefs tlie fame do owe, when a witnefs and confef- 
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fion is called for, and hath thus fpecial accefs in a fuffering 
time, to fet to his feal, by a clofe adherence thereto. But 
we muft fay, this is fomething elfe, that concerns the con- 
Hrmed Chriflian, cs a peculiar debt he owes to the truth and 
faitiifulncfs of his God, (which his foul knows well, and hath 
had olt con firmed) to give unto him the glory of his faith- 
fulnefs. We find David^ Pfal. Ixxxix. i. thus fpeak, as one 
prelTed upon fuch a duty; and though fome have a more 
fpecial call, and greater advantage to this than others, yet 
wc jnay fay, the confirming and fealing of the truth, is like 
a grcut and public treafure, wherein the meaneft Chriftian 
wants not accefs to caft in his mite. 

Now, for further clearing this, what the Chriftiati's feal 
and attcflation of the truth means, and what accefs or advan- 
tage he hath for acquitting/ himfelf of ^uch a debt, I would 
point a little at, in thefe few particulars, 

1. It is clear, that he who believes and receives the teftimo- 
ny of Jcfus Chrift, does thus fet to his feal, that he is true, 
and fubfcribes as it were the truth and doftrine of the gof- 
pel, John iii. 33. 

2. It is alfo clear, the fliewing forth of the power of god- 
lincfs, and the virtues of him, who hath called him> is 
through the tradt of a Chrillian's life, a living and vifible 
witnefs thereto. 

3. We may judge the converted man upon that new and 
marvellous difcovery he hath got of the truth, upon his firft 
entering into a Chriftian ftate, when he hath paft that great 
i\^^y and as one come into another world, hath then a fpe- 
cial call and advantage for fuch a duty, that if it were alked, 
what is the firft fervice fuch owes to the truth? is it not even 
this, to commend by his feal and teftimony to others, what 
God hathfo marvelloufly commended to his foul? and thus 
needs not want accefs to let the world know, who may won- 
der at fuch a change, that though once he was blind, he does 
310W fee, and afiuredly knows the truth is the power of God 
to filvation, which he no more believes upon the report and 
teftimony of others, fince now he fees it with his own eyes. 
He thQii is to anfwer that call, Luke xxii. When you are con- 
'L'crtedyjirefigthen \cur brethren, 

4. When a Chriftian is confirmed upon fome remarkable 
faint and ftaggering, and hath got a new feal of the faithful - 
nefs of God, is he nof under fome new debt, to reftore with 
advantage, what he had taken from the credit of the truth, 
and give that good report, and witnefs thereto, which may 
obviate any reflection he might have caufed by his faint: fure^ 
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it is, the Chriftian's teftimony hath then this fpecial advan- 
tage, to confirm others in the way of the Lord, that his for- 
mer fears and fhakings have been fo difcemable; thus we fee 
Hezekiahy after fuch a remarkable plunge and fainting, comes 
in with his witnefs, Ifa. xxxviii. 15. What Jhall 1 fay^ he 
hath bothfpokeuy and himfelf alfo hath done it^ &c. and Davidj 
Pfal. xxxi. 22. how concerned was he in fuch a duty, If aid 
I am cajl out of thy fight ^ yet thou heardf} the voice of my fupplica* 
tion. 

5. When we fee Atheifm much abound, and hath a public 
appearance, when it is not a particular truth, but the truth and 
faithfiilnefs of God is challenged, we may judge it then calls, 
and calls aloud to the godly man for his appearance, even by 
fome more obvious teilimony than at other times, to fo great 
an intereft : fure it is, when the lot of a Chriftian is in fuch 
a time caft, and amongft a generation of mockers, he will 
not want accefs, and a fpecial call, by a chriftianly grave and 
prudent witnefs, to own the truth, as that which he is obliged 
to feal, though there were none elfe ; yea, we may think this 
(hould be a call and incitement, where zeal for Jefus Chrift 
hath got a command over his foul, as might burft his tongue- 
firings, which before were tied, ^vhen the faithfulnefs of his 
God, which he fo oft hath proven, is by men brought in quef- 
tion, which to David was like a fword that thrufl him thro', 
and an lupcafl he could not bear, when they faid unto himy 
Where is your GodP 

6. Upon the clofe of fome fliarp and remarkable trial, 
when the Chriflian, after a ftorm, comes fafe to land, fuch a 
new difcovery he hath of the truth and faithfulnefs of God, 
lays then i new debt on him to bear "witnefs thereto. Is he 
i>ot thus concerned, not to leave the crofs of Jefus Chrifl at 
a lofs, which hath left him at fb great an advantage, or part 
therewith, without fuch a teilimony, that may endear the 
way of the Lord to others ? thus afHifted Joby after a long 
continued ftorm, comes in the clofe to pay the truth's rent by 
his feal and teflimony thereto. Job xlii. I have heard of thee^ 
&c. I hope this debt, in a large meafure, fhall be yet found 
on m,any of this generation, when this ftorm is over, to prefs 
their fpiirits for bearing fuch a teftimony, that they thirfted 
not when he led them through the defarts, but have oft there 
been furprifed with his immediate help to aftonifhment, Ifa. 
xlviii. 21. 

7. Is net the experience of a Chriftian, and thefe grave 
remarks he hath of the faithfulnefs of God^ a fpecial truft put 
in his hand, raid a piece of histalen^ that calls for his feal, 
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as a rent which fudi owe to the truth, and ffibuld have fomef 
further reach than his own perfonal eftablifhment f I muft 
fay as to this, none of the faints want their peculiar engage- 
ments, which they may judge are upon them, even beyond 
others; yea, fuch fingular ponfirmation they have had of the 
way of the Lord, and oft with thefe aftoniihing circumftan- 
ces, that to fmother without fome gain and advantage thence 
paid inta the truth, might be reckoned a ftealth from the "ge* 
neration. We may judge fuch a thing prefled Daviifs foul 
for a vent, Pfal/lxvi. i6. and truely, fomething of this prac- 
tice, managed with humble prudence, in a grave intercourfe 
and communication of fome fpecial confirmations of the 
truth, were a choice improvement of Chriftian fociety and 
fellowfhip : I confefs, to manage this well, feems one of the 
mod difficult pieces of duty a Chriftian owes to others, and 
I humbly judge^ may be miftaken in its chief end, by too 
much dwelling fometimes on the cafes of a- Chriftian, and de- 
bating thefe, to which their light and judgment may give 
more arife, than a prefent preffure and weight of the fame; 
the multiplying of which I have oft looked on as a darkening 
the folid and • plain way of godlinefs, and making it perplex 
and thorny, which lies in little bounds when well underftood: 
but we fee what a fpecial improvement of Chriftian fellow- 
ihip is held forth, Mai. iii. i6. for their mutual joy and efta- 
blifhment in the truth, in a time when it was in queftion, 
what advantage there is to ferve the Lord? I ftiould wifli fa 
excellent a mean were more direfted to this end -, nor ftiould 
this mar fuch a duty, that there may be an empty iliow and 
counterfeit of that alfo, and the ftialloweft Brooks fometime 
make the greateft noife. 

8. Here is a fpecial call for the Chriftian^s fe^l and wit- 
nefs to the truth, under fome remarkable exigence and ftrait, 
whilft thronged with manifold temptations, then he is con- 
cerned by his appearance, to fhew forth the faijthfulnefs of 
God, and his teftimony thereto) that may let others know, 
who in fuch times will be great obfervers of his way, that he 
is fatisfied with God, and with the fecurity of his word to 
reft on, when he hath no refting place elfewhere; that he 
thinks not hi« burden too great to roll over on the promife^ 
but hath this to fay in behalf of the truth, Ferfecntcd^ hut not 
forfahu; caj} donxjn^yet not dejiroyedj you may/e e the apoftle 
paying fuch a debt on this account, having Jiothlngy 1 poffefs 
all things J a Cor. vi. lo. 

LaJIhy I muft fay, a call to this duty waits the Chriftian 
in a fpecial manner, at^he clofe of his day, then, O then, is- 
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he concerned, to acquit himfelf of that debt, by commending 
the way of the Lord, and confirming others therein. Would 
rt not be a choice appendix to the teftament, and latter will 
of a dying Chriftian, to feal with his laft breath the faithful- . 
nefs of God, and then when his words are of more weight 
than at other times, bear this witnefs, that through the va- 
rious fteps of his life, he knows God is true, and hitherto 
hath helped. It is fure the prefent day^ hath its duty, and 
each remarkable time of one's life hath fome proper work : 
but this I muft fay feems to fall in, as the laft fervice of a 
dying Chriftian to this generation, to deliver the truth off 
his hand which/he had received, and oft proven, with his^ 
foal and tettimony thereto: this, were to bequeath a choice 
legacy to others. 

It is not here underftood, that particular rules can be given 
for the praftice of his- duty, but Chriftian wifdom is profit- 
able to dire£t, as occafion offers, and the prefent cafe circum- 
•ftantiatej but fure it is, each Chriftian is thus a witnefs, and 
as it were judicially fifted in behalf of that attribute of the 
faithfulnefs of God, to atteft by his feal as a confirmatory 
fign thereof, that God is true; and as there is an implicite 
feal by believing, there is fomething more explicit then cal- 
led for, in times which feem to evacuate the promife, when 
the reality of godlinefs is fo expreily impugned by the adver- 
fary as fanaticifm; and thefe things I fhall further add, i. 
That through the whole Scripture, we fee in frequent inftan- 
ces, how much the faints have been thus taken up, and in 
thefc times of the church, when there was not fuch accefs 
another way, to keep up a remembrance of the faithfulnefs of 
God, and tranfmit a teftimony thereto; we find a pillar and 
ftorie of witnefs erefted, as, i Sam. vii. 12. 2. Thus hath 
the Chriftian accefs, in the returns of thankfulnefs to God, 
no mercy being fo fmall, on which hisfaithfulnefs is not en- 
graven, as we find David ohtrxy and Jacobs Gen. xxxii. 10. 
and fure it is, the difcovery of this to an obferving Chriftian, 
hath fometimes a greater joy- and fatisfacSlion therewith, than 
the mercy in which it appears; I muft fay, it is a great want 
in that excellent duty, when fome teftimony to the faithful- 
nefs of God is not carried on therewith. 3. Hath not the 
Chriftian an occafional call thereto, whenever this lies in his 
way to fpeak to its credit, and bear his witnefs ? we may fee 
the truth and faithfulnefs of God came never David's way, 
but we find him fpeak honourably thereof, from the fenfe of 
his peculiar engagements. 4. There is no piece of a Chrif- 
tian's fufFering fiated on a particular truth, but a confeffion 
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is therewitli called for, of the faithfulnefs of God; thus to 
bear witnefs before the world, that he does not offend, nor is 
afliamed of the crofs of Chrift, becaufe he knows whom he 
hath beUeved; whilft others by choofing fm rather than afflic- 
tion, do what in them lieth to make God a liar. 

Inference III. from the Scripture's accomplilhmcnt is, that 
as there is a perfonal debt on the Chriftian, there is a public 
debt alfo on the church, and a fpecial truft repofed on every 
age thereof, to feal the truth, and deliver that great intereft 
off its hand, to the ages to come, with a witnefs to the faith- 
fulnefs of God. The Scripture herein is clear, yea, we have 
it in an exprefs prophecy held forth, Pfal. cxlv. 4, 5,6* that 
one generation in a continued feries Ihould feal the truth to 
another, and thus carry forward a witnefs to t^\Q fame: for 
each time hath fome peculiar rent, which it fhould pay to 
the pofterity, from a new addition pf the great and remark- 
able works of the Lord; and it is fare, the greater things he 
hath witneiTed by his more emminent appearance for the 
church, in one age beyond another, does add to this debt, 
and puts fome further engagements upon jc, to record and 
tranfmit the works of the Lord, and the memory of his good- 
nefs to after-times. 

Now, with refpeft to this grave truth, I would offer a few 
particulars, (which this day we may fadly regret are fo much 
wanting) wherein fomething of this debt, that one age of 
the church owes to another, in behalf of the truth, may 
appear: 

I. It may be judged a debt on the church to the poilerity, 
to purfue that great interefl; of the truth, by an adding fur- 
ther, or confirming of the faith of the faints therein, from 
that difcovery, and peculiar advantages the prefent time af- 
fordsj and thus effeftually endeavour to advance the repute, 
and credit the truth on folid demonftrative grounds of its 
certainty. This hath the greater call, when it is fb much 
the work of the time, and of not a few labouring therein to 
ihakeand unfettle men, as to this great foundation ; yea, fo 
much written, that hath a vilible tendency to his end : one 
thing particularly fhould be wifhed, that the pubhc records 
of every age, as they concern the church, did carry therewitli 
more clearly, fome hiilory of the verification of the truth, by 
tranfmitting thefe great and confpicuous remarks of the way 
of God with the church, to the poflerity, by which the Scrip- 
ture then hath been fignally confirmed. Thus fhould one^ 
age declare its faithfulnefs to the next, which were a choice 
piece of fervice, being gravely, and with caution managed. 
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2. This debt docs the church owe to the pofterity, with 
refpe£l to the truth, to endeavour its tranfmitting purely^ 
and without hurt and prejudice, for it is to the church the 
oracles of God are committed, and for that great truit muft 
ihe in every time be refponfable: but as to this I muft fay, 
that piece of the truth of God, which is more (harply aflaUlt* 
ed, and hath endured greateft oppofition from the advetfe 
party, makes this debt the greater, to deliver that off her hand 
with all care and circumfpeftion; yea, with fome peculiat 
teftimony thereto. It is true, there want not in every age fome 
to appear upon the truth's intereft 5 yea, it is a duty lies at each 
Chriilian's door, when called to give a confeffion of the fame ; 
but as no private appearance can anfwer to a publrc record and 
monument, it is thence clear, in a time of great incroachment 
on the; truth, when a remarkable breach is like to be made, and 
the aflault not from a private adverfary, but a public formidable 
combination of a party, fome more folemn, authoritative, and 
unite concurrence is then called for, in the church's teftimony 
for her exoneration, that, with fuch an advantage, may wit- 
nefs to the ages to come, whereat their fathers left, how they 
held out and wreftled to keep their ground, in defence of the 
gofpel; this we may fay is like the cafting up of a bank, to 
guard againft a further breach, when the enemy comes in like 
a flood: and it is known the confeflions of the church in eve* 
ry age, with fuch a public teftimony to the truth, whilft fol- 
lowed with vifible hazard and fufFering, have been more efFec-» 
tually fubfervient to the truth's confervation, than all the dif* 

Eutesof men: thus they did overcome, Rev, xii. 7. by the 
lood of the Lamb, and the word of their teftimony. 

3. This fpecial debt alfo is upon the church, with a refpeft 
to the pofterity, to contend for the truth once delivered to 
the faintsj^ and but once, fince it can admit no change or al- 
teration to the fecond coming of the Lord. Oi how blefi'ed 
a debate and ftrife this is, though in fuch an intereft refifting 
to the blood fhould be called for. But whilft I mention this 
duty, it cannot be underftood, with refpe6l: to that great in^ 
tereft of religion only, or the weightier matters of the laKv, 
that are more fundamental, whilft under a profelTed zeal to 
thefe, a latitude and indifferency in other concernments of 
the truth is iheltered : it is indeed ftrange, though no ftrange 
thing in this time: but let me aik, can a piece of truth, held 
forth in the Scripture, be of that low value, to warrant the 
quiting or yielding up of it, when brought in debate, vi^hen 
one line of this is of more ineftimable worth, than the crowns 
ind fceptres of all. the monarchs of the earth? Sure it is, the . 
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Gotl cf . truth hath prized it at another rate, who declares 
heaven and eartli ihould rather fall, or one title of liis word 
perifh; and can thcfe in greater things be faithful, who are 
not thus in a little? It is too clearly feen, how liTiall a yielding 
makes a great breach; truths comparatively fmall, may be 
great in their feafon, when they are the word of his patience; 
yea, we may fay, the lefler it feems, and of mearuvalue v/itli 
many, it makes the Chriflian's udherence thereto a greater 
teftimony. It is clear, what a ciofe concatenation there is a- 
^mongit the truths of God, held ^orth in the Scripture, that 
one part thereof cannot be reached, without a fpecial preju- 
dice to the whole; yea, it m;iy be faid, every corruption of 
tlie truth hath an aim at the very foul of religion, by a dire6t 
tendency thereto. 

4. It is a great duty the church owes the pofterity, for 
M-hich this day, there feems a more than ordinary c^il> to 
ftudy the tranfmitting of truth and godlinefs, not in a naked- 
i'orm only, but in the life and power thereof. Sure it is now 
too obvious, which gives ground both for grief and aftonifh- 
ment, that through a large part of the reformed church, 
and in thefe places, where fometimes the truth hath brightly 
ihined with much ftate and warmnefs; yea, where religion 
in its purity, is yet profefTcdly countenance^;, and the wor- 
fliip of God owned, even there we may fee the power and 
fpirituality of this, is a ftrange and unknown thing, that by 
many within the church, and of fome repute therein, it might 
be queftioncd, is "there indeed a Holy Ghoft, and an inward 
teaching of the Spirit, which by its working and efficacious 
influences, is known upon the foul ? Or is there fuch a thing 
as real fellowfliip and converfe with God, in the fecret and 
more public duties of a Chriftian, that is afluredly found? 
Oh what caufe is there to fear the fhadow and form be quick- 
ly gone, vyhen the power thereof is fo great a myftery. I 
know it is a fore challenge, and may feem ftrange to fomc^ 
I do here profefs it is not to refleft on any place, or particu- 
lar churcli by another, but we may fay, this want and decay 
is ti)o great and univerfal to be hid, and now the tide feems 
So far fpent and gone back, yea, fmall appearance of its re- 
turn,^ and the church of Chrill at that pafs, that if the faith- 
fulnefs of God were not furety, which (lands good for all, we 
mi^ht upon ordinary appearance judge nothing elfe is left, 
but now to your tents every man, that each one fhould fliift 
for himfelf, and give over the church; but furel am, (I blefs 
the Lord without debate in this matter) upon a better war- 
l^nt than appearance, our fafety is this day to keep by the 
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the veffel, and not part interefts with an afflifted and almolt 
finking church; a pujblic fpirit may yet be found the choiceft 
way to fecurc a private intereft. Oh! what do we fee? is 
not almoft every where men's hands upon their loins, and 
fo little enquiry, in that extreme exigence, what piece of duty 
can yet be eifayed, to get religion up again, which now is at 
fo fore a backfet; we might hope a great out-coming fhould 
be where little is expelled, even upon a fmalldirring of duty. 
Some things I ani fure are to be wilhed, that would be ct^ 
Angular ufe to promote this intereft, which I fhall very briefly 
point at» 

1 . It fhould be wifhed this great mean of prayer, yet left' 
to the church, were with more finglenefs and fervency im- 
^roven, both by the Chriftian alone, and in converfe with o- 
thets. This is well known in the moft dark and difmal tirnes 
of her condition, what marvellous help it hath brought at a 
choke, when it hath feemc:d in fome manner, uliimus conatus 
ixclificey and all other things gone. O a fpirit of prayer,^ 
what advantage hath remarkably followed upon this, to fetch 
the wind; yea, to get the veffel as it were put afloat when 
it hath been a low ebb with the church, to haftcn her deli^ 
very; and in the mean time keep her wounds bleeding, be-- 
fore the Lord; we may fay, thus hath the meaneftof the 
faints accefs to do a great piece of fervice, even to the church 
univerfal, and the recovery again :of the power of godlincfs^ 
that is now fo far gonc^ 

2. With refpe£l: to this, it is to be wiAed, that a greater 
correfpondence through the reformed church were more ef- 
fectually purfued, to know others cafe, what imminent haz- 
ard appears to the truth, or fore trial and afl^ault that fome 
particular church may have beyond others, for witnefling 
mutual fympathy, for communication of counfels, the obvi- 
ating prejudices arid miftakes, a grave incitement and up-ftir- 
ring of others to the duty of the time, and thus a further con- 
currence endeavoured, in promoting the great intereft of the 
golpel. Oh fad ! that fmce the !-eformation brake up, how 
little of this hath been pracliifed, but now much more gone, 
that except by ordinary travellers, or fometime public ga- 
zettes, the great concernments of the neighbouring churches, 
and the more remarkable occurrences of providence therein 
at^'but littb known. I fhould account it a token for good, 

'if fomething of a public fpirit, with refpedl to fuch a mean, 
did more appear. We know not what advantage might fol- 
low tliis elliiy. 

This faould b;^ wiflied, and might be a notable and ufcfvvl- 
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help, yea, of no great difliculty, now whilft there is fuch plod- 
ding in religion, by airy notions, as if that great intereft were 
the eifay of men's wit and invention, to ftudy the turning 
over of fome of our choice Englijh pieces in other languages, 
which do mod nen^oufly hold forth the truth of godlinefs, 
both in its finipUcity, and in the life and power thereof. 
Such as are mofl lit to put men on another fcent, for bring- 
ing the naked fpeculation of truth down to' that more near 
feeling, and abfolutely neceflary foul-converfe therewith; yea, 
fuch as with greateft clearnefs, might fhew the world fome- 
thing of the ineilimable advantage of that excellent ftudy, 
how well godlinefs fuits, and is a fmgular help in every cal- 
ling and condition of men, to make their way eafy and plea- 
fant, amidft the plunges of their life; but cfpecially, that 
may hold forth the indifpenfible ncceihty thereof. It is fad 
to think in what a nieafure excellent holinefs is wounded 
and darkened, by fo great a cloud of prejudice, almoft thro' 
the reformed church, which is muph pretended, upon the 
extravagance and unfui table pradlice or many prof effing the 
fame, and yet fo little care to obviate and prevent this. 

4. I mull further add, what I am fure is to be wifhed, 
when fo fmall ground feems of hope therein, and calls now 
for much prayer, to fee a fpiritual and faithful miniftry given 
to the church, of whom it might be faid, thefe are the am- 
bafiadors of Jefus Chrift, with, their Mafter's authority im- 
prefTed on them ; who in earneft do travail in birth to have 
Chrift formed in their hearers, and preach with a feeling of 
that they fpeak, to thenjfelves as well as others, fuch who 
tniely watch for men's foiils, with an awful impreffion of 
that, left their blood be required at their hands. How great 
a blefiing ftiould this be to a decayed church, and what a 
ground of hope wera it of a recovery, for it is feen and clears 
ly witneiTed, that connexion which is betwixt the church's 
cafe, and the miniftry thereof. Was it not feen at the break- 
ing up of the gofpcl, and the man^ellous fuccefs it hsd in the 
beginning of the reformaticfti after that long darknefs under 
Antichrift's reign, how choice and excellent a miniftry was 
then fent forth; yea, what a remarkable conftellation of great 
lights did appear, who did both bum and ftiine in their time. 
Oh ! thefe are gone, and but a few comparatively with that 
timcf of fuch a fpirit to be found : but this fad remark we 
cannot fhun, that the greateft plague the Chriftian world, 
and much of the reformed church, this day is under, is from 
the watchmen, by v/hom the truth in its power hath been 
^ore wounded, than by its moft profefTcd adverfaries. I' 
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know there wants not fuch a horrid pjirty in this time, who 
take advantage to refleft on, and decry that excellent office 
and appointment of Jefus Chrift for his church, .becaufe of 
the abufe thereof, whom I dare not from the awe of God, 
anfwer in their dialeft, which is only railing, and is all their 
ftrength j but the Lord rebuke that evil fpirit now abroad in 
the world. Whilil I fpeak to that great advantage the church 
and the power of religion hath by a faithful miriiftry; I muft 
further add this, as a debt the prefent generation owes the 
pofterity, to witnefs a particular care and refpeft to fuch 
who are looking forth with fome aim to this great calling, 
that in fo faddening a day, thefe might be encouraged and 
(lined up (I mean where there is fome promifmg appearance) 
to follow their look, and not faint when difficulties feem to 
grow in their way, and the fickle now taken out of the hand 
of liany faithful labourers, but efpecially for their taking 
alongft with other ftudies, that more excellent ftudy, fanfti- 
* fication, which is fo indifpenfibly neceflary to make able 
minifters of the New Teftament. Sure thefe have now a 
fpecial advantage to witnefs their love asd refpeft to Jefu^ 
Chrift, who keep their face that way forward, when their 
faems no other incitement, but the fervice of fuch a mafter, 
they may have a mean appearance, and at this day conflict 
with many difficulties, on whom great fervice may yet wait 
for the church of Chrift. 

Inference IV. it- is a duty of fpecial ufe with refpeft to 
a right underftanding, and diftind: uptaking of the fulfilling 
of the Scripture, to difcern the times and enquire ferioufly 
thereanent; fince it is clear, that in particular ages and pe- 
riods of time, the Scripture muft take place, and the pro- 
. phecies thereof which relate to each period of time have their 
particular and exaft accompliffiment therein. 

It is fui-ethis can be no matter of debate, thaf fuch a duty 
is called for, in fo dark an hour upon the church; yea, the 
greater the darknefs grows, it feems to have a more preffing 
call; when we fee the clouds gathering, that they are like to 
cover the face of the fky: the church univerfal fo fore be- 
nighted, that fliehath almoft loft her way amidft thefe mifts, 
and amongft the multitude of thefe by-paths, for then it is 
not only incumbent to the public watchmen, but we may 
fay, concerns the godly every where, to be on this account 
feers to know the time, and what Ifrael ought to do: fure it 
is, no Chriftian wants this watch-tower, where he may get 
up, by a near, con\'^rfe with God in the Scripture, and thence 
as from a great height, confider the prefent time-, yea, have 
Vol. I. - 3 I 
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a clear view of the moll ftrange perplexing occtitrenced^ 
thereof, how amidft thefe, his work about the church keeps 
its way, and moves dill forward, without lofing of ground v 
and his truth does convincingly take place. 

Now with refpe<9: to this, I ihall here offer fome thoughts, 
what in fo necelfary a duty concerns the godly, and calls for 
their ferious enquiry, for a right difcovery and underftand- 
ing of the time, and (hall fhortly touch it in a few parti- 
culars. 

Firf;^ It is of great import to know from the Scripture 
what of the night it is, how far it feems to be fpent, and now 
in what watch thereof the church is fallen, as to her prefent 
ftate; for thus we might know to what period of her condi- 
tion, thefe great and remarkable things which fall out in the 
w^orld, do relate: this, I confefs, Ihould be a perplex bufi- 
fiefs, if the appearance of things were our guide, and wanted 
that blefled conduft of the written word, when the church's 
way feems involved in fo ftrange a labyrinth j one thing is 
fure, that the Lord hath founded Z/W, and is now building 
her up: which mai*velous tvork cannot halt, but in all ages 
is in a continued progrefs, wherein the great builder doth 
lofe no time 5 and from the Scripture thefe things feem clear 
and manifeft, 

1. That as the whole eleflion muft obtain, fo now are 
there a great many of that eleft church already entered into 
a triumphant condition, and are now got fafe on fhore j there 
rs this day a great and innumerable company of all nations, 
tongues and languages, who were of old committed to the 
Mediator's truft, and to be brought, forth tinder the times of 
the New Teftament, perfe61:ed and before the throne^ after 
whom the gofpel did follow, and made' many a long ftep to 
bring in from the furtheft corners of the earth. 

2. This alfo is clear, that the church militant hath now 
paft, and is gone through that long continued and moft dif- 
mal trial, which under the times of the gofpel, until the clofe 
of time, was to go over h^ head, even that fore bondage 
from Antichrrft, and under his reign: it is true, this adver- 
sary does not ceafe, nor give over the quarrel, for he wants^ 
not wrath, when his power is abated j and this day we fee 
him in a great ftir to have up that accurfed intereft, and fet 
it in its own place, that hath fo remarkably been brought 
down, and begun to fall before the gofpel: but a ftep fur- 
ther of that judgment (which afluredly is not fleeping) will 
end the bufinefs; however, this is now manifeft, that the 
winter is paft, and the church's fpring begun, yea, in a larg.e 
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Tiieafure advanced, whofe growth and tender bloflbm, the 
cold nor ftorm cannot blaft, but mull be fubfervient thereto, 
and haften the fummer's approach. 

3. Upon this enquiry, where the church now is, and in 
what, or what manner of time her prefent ftate feems to fall, 
1 think there are clear and convincing fymptoms, by which 
fome notable crifis in her condition may be difcerned, that 
after many confli6ts, and fore wreftling, fince her viftory be- 
gan over Antichrift, this time of th^ church feems to fall un- 
der that more remarkable aflault, which may be looked for 
from this adverfary, before the pouring out of the fifth vial 
on his throne and feat; which, as tht preludi urn of fo great 
a vi6l:ory, may in fome proportion thereto, be more dreadful 
and fliarp for a time, than any we have feen. I humbly judge 
the Scripture points clearly at this, which (hews the wreftling 
condition of the church, and a war continued betwixt Anti- 
chrift and the Lamb, even in his falling ftate, Re%^ xvii. 14- 
until that laft decifion (which is made fure in the church's fa- 
vour) put him off the fiM-yfor tbe Lamb Jlmll overcome^ and they 
who are on his fide ^ ivho are called^' choferiy and faithful; and 
fmce it is thus, that the church's intereft is advanced, by the 
renewed affaults of that adverfary, fhould it be ftrange, that 
the feveral fteps of her rifing have fome conflift and oppofi- 
tion proportioned thereto? muft fhe not be in pain and la- 
bour, as a woman in travail, for her bfinging forth; yea, do 
not the fharpeft fhowers^both prefage and haften the delivery? 
for this doth the Scripture witnefs, which is written for the 
ages to come, Micah iv. 10. Beinpain^ O daughter ofTAoriy 
and go forth unto Babylon, for there flmit thou he delivered, I 
muft jud^e, fo formidable an approach of Antichrift this 
day, and the advantage he feems to have, with thefe fore 
ftrugglings of the cl>urch of Chrift, as in an extreme bet^yixt 
life and death, do more promife than threaten, and are a 
hopeful prefage of a further enlargement, and the bringing 
forth fome great and important truth in its feafon, to a per- 
formance, yea, have a direft tendency under the wonderful 
condud of the bleffed difpofer qf thefe things, to help for- 
ward fuch a mercy. * 

4. This we may know from the Scripture, though now it 
feems a contradiction both to fenfe and reafon,* that the 
dhurch's intereft is on a prefent advance, and at this day on 
the prevailing hand. It. is true, under all the changes of her 
condition, and through the whole time of the New Tefta- 
ment, this truth muft be made out, John iii. 30. that Jefus 
Chrift in his kingdom muft incteafe, even when choiceft in-? 
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ftruments wear out, and to appearance in a moft languifliing 
decay; that intereft; doth then flourifh as the palm-tree, the 
more it is deprefled; nor hath the church bounds fet to its 
continued increafe, until it once come to the perfeft day, 
when the kingdom fhall be delivered up to the Father, and 
all powers fubdued and brought under the Mediator's feet ; 
but this rife and increafe of the church, which is here under- 
ftood, on the falling of Antichrift, I muft fay, hath a further 
reach, and is in a more eminent confpicuous way pointed 
at in the Scripture, as that which waits on a more folemn 
and remarkable period of the church's ftate : It is true, liich 
hours may fall in, with fome fad intervals, in which fuccefs 
and all advantage appears on the adverfary's fide*, for thus 
we find the Scripture point forth Antichrifl's ruin, and the 
progrefs of his judgment and down-cafting, in the various 
fteps thereof, with a fpecial refemblance to the Lord's way 
with Pharaoh ; of whom he appears to have betn a type; 
fuch judicial ftrokes of induration on both, a gradual proce- 
dure by one plague after another, with the fame effeO: and 
produft, to give the church a new aflault on any favourable 
interval; until the great God make his power known, as once 
he did at the Red Sea : for there we may fay, did the Lotd 
firft found a national church, with a fpecial type of the great 
works and deliverances he would do for her in after-times, 
and by. this reprefentlhat marvellous ftroke he is to bring on 
Antichrift. It is not ftrange to fee the truth brought down 
to the grave, yea, as it were buried, when even this thing, 
by the over-ruling providence of him who maketh all things 
work together for her good, is turned to her advantage, and 
tends to her rifing with a greater lullre and brightnefs; who 
could in an ordinary way judge the reformed church then 
upon an advance in the French maffacre, the catholic league 
there, and the low country perfecution by ji/vay yet thefe 
were an antecedent preparation to her further rife, which a 
little time made appear. 

This further I ftiall add, as to the prefent time of the 
church, which from the Scripture feems clear; that, that 
blefled, much longed for, and glorious day of the fecond 
coming of our Lord Jefus Chrift, (which as the lall period 
of the full accompliftiment of all that is written, will once 
for all, and for ever put a glorious clofe to the church's war- 
fare, the foldier's fword and helpriet fliall then be laid afide, 
and give place to the viftor's harp and crown, never to be 
laid down again) hafteth apace. O let him who writeth, 
and him who readeth, fay, Evenfo come Lord Jefm quickly: 
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It IS fure that God who hath appointed man his time, and 
with whom the number of his months and years are, hath 
fet time its glafs alfo, and bounded the duration of this 
world, that it cannot continue one rjtnute more, and though 
the particular time falls not iinder our enquiry, which the 
majelly of God hath concealed from the angels, yet is this 
clear, there are figns given of its near approach, which in 
their feafon will be difcemable, though little noticed by the 
world, it being in fuch a lethargy, and men then fo thronged 
with the cares of this life, that thefe grave fore-warnings will 
not roufe them up; but it is evident fuch figns are not given 
in vain, for therewith the church hath a call to difcern wifely 
what appearance there is of the approach of that day, yea, 
on fuch an account to lift up their head with a folemn con- 
gratulation; O what a marvellous truth is this, the ferious 
thoughts of which might give men new fubjeft for wonder 
each day, that the time is hsfftening, when the. Redeemer of 
fhe cjiurch (hall appear in the clouds of heaven, in ilaming 
fire, with an innumerable company of the angels; and now 
the duft of the faints hath not long to flecp, until they be 
awaked with that unfpeakable fweet and ravifhing found of 
the laft trumpet: faithful is he who hath promifed; yea, for 
further aflurance, we have a folemn oath thereto, by him 
who lives for ever and ever. It is long fince John gave this 
warning to the church. Behold he cometh with clouds; and 
then did thefe primitive Chriftians folace themfelves on that 
ground. Some few evidences of this day's approach, with 
a fafe warrant from the Scripture, we may difcern, which, 
as the bloflbming of the fpring, doth witnefs the fummer is 
now near: i. If the whole days of tlie gofpel, fince that 
glorious triumph of the Mediator in his fuifering for the 
church, and his refurreftion, be upon the Scripture's reckon- 
ing, the laft times, we muft then judge the night is far fpent, 
and the day at hand. 2. If in the days of the fe^enth trum- 
pet the myftery of God fiiall be finiflied, is not this clear, 
that two ages are almoft paft fince it began to blow, under 
which the intereft of the gofpel hath a moft remarkable ad- 
vance. 3. If the laft ftroke, and utter aboliftiing of Anti- 
chrift, fhall be by the brightnefs of Chrift's fecond coming, 
2 Thef. ii. 8. is there not folid ground thence to judge this 
blefled day hafteth, when his falling is fo far advanced? It is' 
fure we have feen his kingdom in a great meafute darkened, 
his confuming and mouldering down by the breath of Chrift's 
mouth in the preached gofpel ; and now v/ait in hope for 
that more iremarkable ftep of his judgment, which the Scrip- 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



433 APPENDIX. 

ture, I think, gives as near a fign of the coming of the Lord, 
even fuch as the white fky, and morning brightnefs, is to the 
watchman, of the day's being near. And thus as we fee 
the ruin and downfal of the man of (in advance, there fcems 
to be a proportional ground of certainty thence to conclude 
the near approach of the day of Chrift's fecor.ii coming. 

Second particular, which in our difcerning the time, calls 
for a ferious enquiry, is this, what the prefent appearance 
and (igns of the time feem to point at, for thefe as the body, 
are of fpecial ufe to give a clear difcovery of its temper and 
difpofition, but this is a prognoftication that goeth above the 
ftars, and all the rules of aftrology, which the Scripture only 
can make us know: I confefs, this day they feem fad, and e- 
very where look with a threatening afpeft on the church, we 
fee not now our figns, and thefe tokens for good, which 
fometimes have appeared: but there are prefages, if we could 
gravely look thereon, that might caufe us with aftonifhment 
enquire, what can fuch things portend ? and when will be the 
end of thefe wonders ? Some few t iliall briefly point at, 
which concern this time, that if we be not much afleep, 
might be very roufing, and make us regard the fame with an 
awful and humbling imprefllon; for they truely threaten: 
yet I muft fay, with a reference to the Scripture, and upon 
an enquiry into that unerring record anent their meaning, i. 
That wf have a fafe warrant from them to conclude that 
whatever may befal a particular church, yet nothing thence 
can be concluded as denwnftrative of a mortal prejudice to 
the church univerfal; for though this or that particular 
church may be cut off, and fpued out of his m.outh, as many 
have, and moft of the particular churches may this day me- 
ditate terror, if he /pared not the natt4rnl branches^ take heed lejl 
he alfofpare not thee; fhould found an alarm to each church, 
tht^fe very things, with highly aggravating circumftances, 
being too obvious and eafy to be found with them, for which 
he caft others off, yet he muft increafe, and his kingdom-, 
yea, when he ieems to lofe ground in one place of the world, 
it is made up with advantage, by the enlargement of the fame 
in another place, and often cut of the very ruins and dlflipa* 
tion of that church which he cafts off, he carries materials to 
biiild him an houfe elfewhere: in which cafe we are, inftead 
of a quarrelous faying. Why is it thus? to adore and blefs the 
glory of the Lord from his place, to juftify his procedure 
anii be glad, that they to whom he was not fpoken of, (liall 
fee, and they who had not heard, (hall underftand. 2. AVe 
may alfo fay with 'the fame warrant, that even a particular 
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church, which hath vety death-prefaging fymtdms, and fcarc^ 
a token for good, can by him. who healeth backflidings, and 
loveth freely, be recovered. He can make dry bones to flou- 
rifh as a green herb, for the iffues from fpiritual death be- 
long to him. He can make thofe who had fallen from their 
firft love, repent, and do the firft works, whereby the depart- 
ing of the glory, and the removing of the candleftick out of 
his place, fliall be prevented. I am fo much the more pref* 
fed to touch this a little, becaufe the very few ferious who are 
yet left or delivered from that fpiritual fopor and ftupidity, 
which hath feized on others, while they lay to heart the 
things which concern the kingdom of Jefus Chrift, are, upon 
the frightful afpedt of affairs, and on the confideration of 
what they obferve in the temper of men, and tendency of 
things, ready to caft away all confidence, ^and abandon them- 
felves to a fimple difpondencv, they almoft queftion whether 
they ought to entertain any hope that he will any more be 
called by that bleffed name, Jehovah Shammahy The Lord h 
there; feeing nothing appears at prefent in the difpofition of 
men, or difpenfation of God, which doth not feem to portend 
a final departure. Notwitftanding whereof I would defire 
fuch to beware, left in their heartlefnefs they limit the Holy 
One of Ifraely and circumfcribe the fovereignty of grace with- 
in its juft latitude.and limits, fo for their eftablifhment againft 
fuch a difpondency, and for their excitement to a feriouS 
wreftling with him in order to his abode with us, to confider 
thefe particulars: 

I . We may qall this one of the figns and prefages of the 
time, that the Devil is now fo much aloft, and in ,2i ftrange 
way beftirring himfelf againft the church, to beget every 
where a prejudice at the truth, which this day by very re- 
markable effefts of his power may be feen. i. It is fure he 
is a bad neighbour, yet we muft fay he endangers the church 
moft, when becaufe he makes no great noife he is leaft dif- 
cerned 5 his being apparently quiet and ftill, hath been found 
in experience more fatal to the flourilliing and real fuccefs of 
the gofpel than his rage, and in his fimulate flight more pre- 
valent than in his rnore furious affaults, but we have the 
Scripture to aflc concerning this, which makes thefe clear.' 
i. That his appearing with great wrath ftiews his time to be 
(hort, and that it will be no continued or lying ftorm, Rev* 
xii. 12. 2. We thqnce know, his being let loofe with a more 
thau.ufual liberty to trouble the church, is previous to fome 
great and remarkable reftraint; which you may read, Revi- 
XX. 7, 8. where he is in a more fpecial way let loofe, but we 
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find, verfe lo. his being chained up forever follows. 3. We 
may clearly fee from the Scripture the Devil much aloft, 
with a more remarkable flir and noife, when fome great thing 
from the Lord is to be brought forth for the church. When 
the fet time, that folemn and blefled time, was now come of 
completing by that one facrifice for ever the work of redemp- 
tion, fo that this hour and power of darknefs did introduce 
an everlafting fun-fhine upon the church, and Satan by pur- 
fuing the Prince of life unto the death, had a moft fatal over- 
throw, for by death he overcame him, who had the power 
of death ; that is the Devil, and by being lifted up upon the 
crofs, he fpoiled principalities and powers, triumphing open- 
ly over them, and thus dying, fung the viftory, and faid // // 
jinijljed; whereby a victory over all enemies, is eternally in- 
fured to the faints. Yea, is it not clear, what a hot alarm 
the church may expeft from him, upon the approach of that 
great victory and the decifion of the laft battle betwixt Mi^ 
chfiel and the dragon, fee Rev. xx. 9, 10. what an appear- 
ance he wiy then have, and in what a manner will he beftir 
himfelf. 

2. Is not this a prefent fign of the time, about which we 
may with fome aftonifhment enquire, what it doth mean, and 
if it hath any favourable afpeft on the churches, that we fee 
almoft every where the moft unite and formidable aflault of 
the adverfaries of the truth, and its fpecial aim at the kingly 
pov/er and fupremacy of the Mediator, as head over his 
church; at which great truth, the oppoiition of this time 
feems moft direftly to be levelled; yea, we may fay, the 
crown of Chriil, which becomes him alone to wear, and this 
piece of his glory, is now betwixt Antichrift and the princes 
of the earth divided, each contending for his fhare: fure this 
is too difcernable, and at prefent the adverfary feems to pre- 
vail, even to a bearing down, and bringing under of that great 
iutereft of our blefTed Mafter; but it is as fure, there is no 
ground to fear this, being well underftood, which is a moft 
hopeful and promifing fign to the church; for we muft thus » 
reafon from the Scripture, if Chrift muft reign until all his 
enemies be brought in fubjeftion ; it is then fure, the greater 
the oppofition and aflault be, tjie viftory muft be the greater, 
and if that be not only prayed for, but a clear prophecy, that 
Jifus Chrijl will take unto himfelf his great power and reigf/* 
Muft we not then expe£t he will take it; yea, in a more emi- 
nent and confpicuous manner, when men are feeking in the 
height of their rebellion and rage againft the Lord and his 
anointed, to feize on his fceptre, and fnatch it from him, and 
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}f this alfo be fure, and iri the volume of that record of the 
Scripture written concerning him, that his crown muji flourijb 
m his own head; ihall not then his enemies be clothed with 
fhame? yea, hath not this truth a dreadful afpeft on the 
crown and fceptres of many princes, who would rob the 
Mediator of his ? 

3. Is it not a flrange prefage and fign of the time, that we 
now fee moft hopeful and promifing appearances for the 
church's good, remarkably blafted, things which in an ordi- 
nary way looked to be grounds of encouragement, made to 
fail; we fee human props almoft every where removed or bro- 
ken, the truth deferted by great men ; yea, the families of 
fuch falling off this d,ay from the Lord, whofe anceftors for 
a long time had been zealous for his intereft: I confefs this 
is a threatening appearance, by which many now feem to be 
fliaken; but I would humbly reafon on Scripture grounds, 
that it is no bad fi^n, but hath therewith fome comfortable 
afpeft on the church; it being clear* i. That fuch a con- 
nection is no ftrange thing in the Bible, betwixt an extreme 
exigence of the church's cafe, and the Lord's eminent ap- 
pearing for her oujr-gate, fee Ifa. xxx. 18. and Ixiii. 5. and 
li. 20, 21, 22. yea, I muft fay, it is hard to find any great 
mercy and remarkable deliverance of the church, but hath at ~ 
fome fuch bickfet tryfted her. 2. Is riot fuch a difadvan- 
tage and forfaken cafe, expreily held forth as one of grace's 
opportunities of doing good to his people; read Jer. xxx. 14, 
15, &c. and you wi)l fee it, that when none is to plead her 
caufe, no healer, and Zion called an out-caft, which no man 
feeketh aftei^ thence does the Lord allow his people to be 
encouraged, and to take it as a ground of hope, he will by his 
own immediate hand appear. 3. Is it not from the word 
clear, that a people at fuch a difadvantage, and under mod 
vifible weaknefs, when in God's way, may be then made ufe 
of for gfeatefl fervice; they were in as fore diftrefs, of whom^ 
Hebl xi. 34. it is written, gut of weaknefs were rnade flrong^ &c. 
I (hall further add, can there be caufe from the withdraw- 
ing of human help and probable means of fafety, to fear the 
church's ruinj when it falls under his hand, who by things 
moft deftruftive, can ferve his intfreit, and bring falvation 
at fuch a time, when none but God could fave; and why 
are thefe wonderful providences, that fo oft hath met the 
church in a forfaken cafe, written before us in the Scriptures, 
is it not for after times to witnefs to the pofterity, how the 
church maybe caft down, but not deftroyed, and though fhe 
fall flie cannot lie ftill, but muft arife, liof. vi. 1, 2, 3. nor 
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have her adverfifries any caufe of triumph thence, Mic. viu 
8j 9, lo. 

, 4. As to the prefent appearance of the time, is not this a 
threatening fign, which hath a very dreadful afpeft on the 
church,eyen that difcernable lofs and difadvantage, the beft 
now fecm to be at in their frame, and that under a growing 
trial of the church, and the great diftemper many of thefe 
appear to be in, whilft we may fee much of that holy feaf 
and tendernefs, that did formerly (hew itfelf amongft the 
godly gone, corruption aloft, prejudice eafily taken, a fpirit 
of jealoufy poured out> yea, very ftrange and unufual out- 
breakings in offence and fcandal, and Oh! is there not here 
caufe of fear, that the righteous God be on a further depart- 
ure from his people, and that his judgment fhall yet more 
hotly purfue fuch, until he have confumed this generation ? 
On which account, if he fhould make us a generation of his 
wrath, we are called to adore and juftify the unfpotted way 
of the Lord; yet even as to this, I muft adventure, with ref- 
pe£t to fovereignty of grace, (which is only like itfelf, and 
infinitely above our thoughts) to offer fome difcovery 
from the Saipture, of what he hath done in hke cafes. Hov/ 
inarvelloufly hath the gracious and long-fuffering God inter- 
pofed, and at fuch a fore backfet helped his church? for it is 
clear, i. That when the church hath had no argument to 
make ufe of, no confidence to plead, but broken and con- 
founded, under the fenfe of horrid guilt, he finds one in him - 
felf, Ifa. xlviii. 9. For my Name^s fake will I defer my angert 
&c. 2. We find the covenant made ufe of by the Lord, to 
fifl a judicial procedure againft his people, Pfal. cvi. 44. 
Neverthelefs he regarded their affliElion ivhen he heard their cryy 
and remembered for them his covenant, 3 . We find the rage 
and violence of the adverfary, and their taking advantage to- 
blafpheme, made ufe of as an argument by him to own his 
people, who had otherwife fore-faulted all the former grounds 
of confidence, B"eut. xxxii. 26. 4. We mjty read hov/ fove- 
reign grace hath thus marvelloufly ftepped in, when the rod 
did not humble, and fmitting would not do the turn: Ifmote 
thcmy and fhey ivent on frowardly in the ivay of their hearty Ifa. 
Ivii. 17. yet J fays the Lord,' J will not thus quit them^ there i^ 
one cure for all; I have feen their ivays and 1 will heal them,- 
Such a difcovery alfo have we thereof, when a people's ruiu 
is of themfelves, and iniquity hath brought them low, Hof, 
^iii. 9. O Ifracly thou hajl deflroyrd thyfelf but in me is thy help^ 
yea, hath not grace refcued thefe on whom their mercy muft 
be forced, and while oja a. hot chafe in departing from God,. 
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Hof. H. 7, 9. 5. Have we not this choke difcovery of the 
Lord's way with his people, held forth in the Scripture, that 
whilft he works for them, he will work thefe in them alfo, 
Ifa. xxvi. 12; I fhall add, thus hath the freedom of grace, _ 
O marvellous grace! fhined forth in former ages, of the 
church, but they fadly miftake its meaning, who are thus 
made fecure, and not thereby led unto repentaoce. v*^ 

5. This looks like one of the figns of our time, that tliere 
is a great wearing out of the godly; yea, the choice thereof, 
even by a more than ufual difpatch; and is not this a fad 
Scripture -prefage of evil coming, when fuch are (as it were) 
haftened away, that they may be hid in the grave from a fur- 
ther ftorm? Yet thefe things feem clear alfo, i . Confider what 
a remarkable confumption did almofl wear out the church in 
the wildernefs, whilft even then there was a haftening of her 
after enlargement; and though a fore judgment, yea, the 
church's mercy in a greater up-making of that lofs was help- 
ed forward, yea, we find Mofes and Aarcn^ v/ith many of 
thefe who had been mod eminent inftruments in IfraePs 
coming forth out of Egypt^ tak^n away on a near approach 
of their entry into Canaan, 2. It is fure, fome of the great- 
eft promifes of the Scripture waits on the church, when 
brought to a very fmall remnant, Ezek. vi. 8, 9. Ifa. xxxvii. 
31. 3. Hath not the Lord faid in fuch a cSfe, The con-^ 
fumption determined Jhall overfioiv ivith righteottfnefs ? Ifa. x. 20. 
That the next tide can bring in as many with a marvellou$ 
increafe, as thefe former confuming ftrokes had taken away; 
yea, is it not feen witJi a wearing out of the godly, and a de- 
clining of religion in one part of the world, or of a country, 
where many have been called, that it doth break up remark- 
ably in another; and thus the gofpel recovers that intereft 
which it feemed to have loft. 

. 6. Does not the prefent appearance of the tim», threaten 
by very unufual figns and prefages> fome ftiarp ftx)rm to come 
now upon the world, which in many inftances we may dif- 
cern, that there is fome remarkable work of judgment to be 
brought forth, and a great break amongft the nations near, 
(though the earth feems this day in a ftrange meafure quiet; 
ye:j, fo extraordinary a calm now through the world, may it 
not be a prefage of fome great ftorm, which as too clear and 
hot a blink, foretels a break of the weather) fure it is, there 
is a found of great wrath and judgment in the ears of many, 
who know what it is to diiccrn the times. It is well the 
Scripture is near, a prognoftication that can anfwer all the 
ages of the church, and it is tliere we fliould enquire, what 
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fuch a (ign dofes portend, we may not wifli tlie evil day, but 
on fuch an appearance of tlie time, that awful impreffion, 
Hab. iii. i6. is called for, to be in a trembling frame, when 
Gdd tlireatens, and does thus utter his voices yet is it clear, 
that from thefe threatening figns, th^re is a comfortable found 
of much good to the church ; for, i . We find days of ven- 
geanc^on the world, held forth as neceflary for the accom- 
plifliing of the Scripture, Luke xxi. 22. and made fubfervient 
to the bringing forth fome fpecial truth thereof unto a per- 
formance. 2. We find in times of greateft judgment, the 
church's intereft then fet apart, and fecured, with a large 
. warrant to the godly not to fear, even whilft his garments 
are dyed with blood; Ifa. Ixiii. i. Ezek. ix. 4. Rev. iii. 10. 
3. May we not fee alfo the church's enlargement, and fome 
of her greateft mercies thus ufhered in, which is clear, Ifa. 
Ixiii. 4. Zeph. iii. 8. and, O what a ftrange connexion is 
there? that the putting the earth in a flame, and overturning 
the nations, when the Lord as a lion, does roufe himfelf up 
to the prey, fhould be the very rife to an accomplifhing of 
fome great prom ifes for the church's advantage; yea,, and as 
2i preludium to the fame: yet nothing more evident to fuch 
who underftand the Scripture, and by fuch a fign does the 
Lord fpeak comfortably to his people, we find a dreadful win- 
ter ftorm on the world, pointed out as a fpring time to the 
church, and the trees putting forth their bloflbm, as Luke 
xxi. 25. it is clear, her deliverance may be begun, and the 
ftorm then breaking, which may for a time put the church 
under greater difficulties than before; yea, caufe the godly 
miftake and tremble i^it the fight of their rhercy, becaufe of 
thefe things by which it is ufhered in, even when it is before 
tkeireyes. I (hall add no more tut this, it is our great con- 
cernment to fear him who guides all thefe things, to whom 
alone the determination of events doth belong; and this ^s 
the wifdom of his people, not to faint at the ftrange appear- 
ance of the time oT the figns thereof, but to know what is 
called for, and thence read perfonal duties, from the fad pre- 
fages of public judgment, and to purfue more nearnefs with 
God, and infure a retreat under his fliadow until the indig- 
nation pafs over, For behold the Lord com eth out of his place to 
vifit the inhabit a fits of the earthy and the earth fhall difclofe her 
bloody and no more cover her fain^ Ifa. xxvi. 2i. 

A Third particular which concerns the godly, with much 
circumfpeftion to notice and underftand, in their difcernin^ 
the time, is, the peculiar fnares and hazards thereof; this is 
the Scripture character of the wife man, to difcem time 
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and judgment, It being fo oft verified, Eccl. ix. 12. that 
in an evil time the children of men arejnjharedy when it falls fud- 
denly upon them: fure it is, there are fe?.rching times, wheft 
the Chriilian's way is more difficult and narrow, (though 
each day has its fnares, which in a fpecial way wait thereon) 
and then is it the ivifdom of the prudent <^ to iinderflarid his iva\y 
and know his ground y which the adverfary hy fibfile and jmdif 
cernihle approaches will fee to draw him off: then is a quick i\\* 
gacious difcerning in the fear of the Lord called for, to have 
their eyes in their head^ and be in a watching pojlure^ when the net 
is clofely fprcad under their feet. It is a fad remark, too clearly 
verified oft-times on a people profefling the truth, which ij$ 
Li'id of Ephraimy f rangers have devoured their flhngthy and 
they knew it not; yea, their not difcerning of the fame proves a 
fpecial caufe of their further ruin ; and is it not written for the 
ages to come, in what a fecure and fleeping pofture Samfcn 
had his hair cut, he firfl lofb the difcerning (^f fucli a fnare, 
ere he lofl: his eyes. We find David through many of the 
Pfahnsy in his wreftlings with God, more folicitous for pre- 
venting the fnates of wicked men, and a delivery thence, 
than from their rage and violence: there is a feeling the pulfe 
of times, by which the prefent diftemper and hazard of the 
church may be kno>^Ti, as well as of the body of man j and I 
mud fay, this day in a fpecial" manner calls us to this grave 
ftudy. I intend no further application, but a very fhort touch 
at fome things in general, which rightly purfued in the godly 
man's ferious ftudy, may help to difcern fometh'ing of the 
public fnares of the time, and how they get advantage in their 
approach, for thefe clofely wait their feafon, for in vain 7f 
the 7iet fpread in the fight of the bird. 

I. It is clear, each time hath its peculiar diftemper and e- 
vils, that have then a fpecial power and prevalency therewith, 
the obferving of which concerns the godly, for their more 
watchful adverting to the fnares of that time, for then the 
temptation of the time goes therewith, as the prefent diftem- 
per difcovers itfelf, whether in a hot boiling fever, or in a 
dead lethargy, and follows thefe evils, which are in that time 
moft contagious, where the current of the multitude runs, 
which is giving the godly the greateft affault, and feem to be 
warmed under the favourable afpeft and countenance of 
great men: yea, thefe evils which promife fome outward ad- 
vantage and fecurity from trouble, when the queftion is ftat- 
ed betwixt fin and buffering, it is there the prefent fnare doen 
haunt, and there lies a fpecial piece of the godly man's work, 
^6 hold cfF, and keep at a diftance from the le^ft accefiion 
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thereto; yea, I vn^j fay, next to the falvation of their foul, to 
be folicitous ail alongft their way, to have their garments 
kept from the fmalleft ftain and fpot thereof; a touch, a fmall 
defilement from a public prevailing evil, being found to draw 
more deep on the confcience, and with moVe dilBculty do 
men recover and efcape thence, than from many other perfon- 
ol infirmities. - 

2. It is alfo clear there is fome piece of the truth of God, 
in each time* of the church, that is more queflioned and 
brought in debate, by which with greater advantage and 
clearnefs we may know where a public fnare doth lie; for 
here is its aim dire<9:ed, to entangle and aflault the godly 
man, where in a fpecial way he is called to his port, to con- 
tend for fuch an intereil; and thus it may be faid, if one keep 
fight well of prefent duty, he will with more facility find out 
the fcenton which the fnare of the time, is, how it diredls its 
motion to darken or caftan obilrviclion in the way. of that 
duty. 

3. We may thus difcern a prevailing fnare, and its getting 
ground, by that tendency there is in a day of trial, to queili- 
on and make new enquiry anent duties, which were once 
clear and unqueftionable, when their judgment was not biaf- 
ed from any outward incitements, for this fpeaks men's find- 
ing a fad invention, to be rid of their confcience, by extenu- 
ating prefent controverfies; a defign which in the righteous 
iudgment of the Lord, is feldom fet on foot by any, but they 
too vifibly thrive therein to their further ruin, and get an an- 
fwer according to the idol of their heart; thus Balaa^n We 
have in divine record, as a dreadful inftance, who tried that 
way, and therein was fuccefsful; and, is it not a known re- 

- -mark, that a hcfitation and faint upon the heart, from M'^ant 
of reiblution to fuiFer for the truth, will not long virant a fcru- 
ple in the head to caufe a debate thereanent, and then is it 
eafy for a fnare to enter? O! with what fear and tendernefs 
fhcuild light be regarded, which as the apple of the eye may 
by the leaft thing be hurt; but is not eafily healed: thus i{i 
it, men do infenfibly wear out from under thefe former im- 
preiTions they had upon them of duty, and ere they are aware, 
have their judgment by a judicial ftroke, determined in that, 
which was before their defire; they know little the depths of 
a man's heart, who are not jealous over a cliange on their 
judgment in an hour of trial, when its tendency is to fpare 
themfelvcs. 

4. We may difcern a public fnare in its approach, by that 
a^lvaniage the adverfary gets thereby to divide the godly, and 
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thefe who appear for the truth amongft themfelves, for then 
It is eafy to enter by fuch a breach, and throw in the bait in 
fo muddy a water, it being too obvious what an advantage a 
fnare hath, where jealoufy with thefe bitter effe6is of private 
ilrife and quarrelling, turn men's eyes off the public hazard f 
aud blunt that edge of contending for the truth, in fmiting 
one upon another •, I do not mean but their may be a necef- 
(ity oft on the godly to withftand their friends to their face ; 
yea, the eminenteil in the church, were it a Petery Gal. il. 
II. when the truth i^ concerned; but this fhould be witli 
greateft caution and tendernefs, to obviate a breach, which h 
like the breaking in of waters, whilft the watching adverfary 
waits his advantage in fuch a day of their halting, and it is 
too fadly known, how fmall a w^edge that is driven with a 
tendency to that end, makes way for the entery of a further 
fnare; fee, i Cor. xi. i6. what a fad connection there is be- 
twixt a dividing time of the church, and a further depart-* 
ing from the truth*, but v/e muft always take heed that we 
fo purfue union amongft ourfelves, as that Chriil and his 
caufe be not left alone* 

5. A prefent fnare may be feen by the fudden change of 
known advcrfaries, and the friendly inunuations of thefe who 
were wont to threaten, that in fuch an appearance there lies 
an ambufh, and is but a change of weapons for a feen advan-* 
tage; fure this fliould be ground of fear, and a cations ad- 
vertence to be much alone with God, that men may laiovv 
the voice of the (hepherd, left they follow after a ftrangcr, it 
being rnore ufual to be ftoleu off their feet in a calm, than 
blow'n down by a dorm: *t is hard to ftand before the blan- 
difhments of men, where that more endearing and fweet rcl- 
ifh of peace with God, is not kept on the foul, which is a 
choice mean to make the ear deaf to the moft charming voice 

.of the enchanter: oft hath it been feen that adder*s pcifon ia 
under their lips, whilft wrath is broiling in their heart, Pfal^ 
Gxl. yea, that the cruel maVi can change his ccuntenace, when 
it is lit to lay a fnare, and with Joctb embrace them in their 
arms, whom they intend to fmite under the fifth rib. 

6. May not thus a fnare be feen in its approach, by that 
prevalence the fear of man hath over the time, and that un- 
lual command it fecms to have fometimes over the fpirits of 
men, over thefe whofe former zeal and refolution for the 
truth hath in other trials with much advantage appeared, 
here is indeed caufe to watch, for in the fear of man there 
is a fnare, Prov. xxix. 25. whicli then will take advantage ta 
purfae, when it finds men in- a flying pofture, and Hirunk io 
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far below their former appearance: we find the godly man 
hath his breaft-plate, but he, hath no piece of armour for his 
back, when he turns his face from refifting: it is fad when 
the adv^erfary is taught to follow by our fainting, and that 
fpiiit which is in the world feems to be upon the afcendent^ 
with a prevalence even over the fpirits of the godly, yea, 
thefe dcb^fed, and made contemptible in their eyes, in whom 
the appearance of God, and his authority upon them, at ano- 
ther time, would have made the hearts of their enemies to 
have trembled; this is too obvious in a humbling and judi- 
cial time of the church, until once that hour of her trial go 
over. 

7. A public fnare is then to be feared, and calls for 2t 
watching eye, by that fuccefs which waits on a fmful courfe^ 
efpecially when fuch a fliine is of any continuance, for then 
new queries will be ilarted, ftrange reports fpread, with much 
fubtle reflexion on the way of the Lord, to make the godly 
queftion the fame: David found it not eafy to (land before 
this, which put him to bring under debate his principles, and 
the advantage of his caufe, Pfal. Ixxiii. 13. and in fuch a 
ti'ial doth the adverfary by fome continued obfervatiqn, know 
how to afiault the followers of the truth, and attack them at 
their weakeft; then is it the fcandalof the crofs caufeth many 
offend; for it is fore for fuch to fuffer, who know not the 
fellowfhip of the crofs of Chrift, which is a piece of the 
greatefi: and moil near fellowfliip with him upon the earth j 
yea, then the church may run more hazard from fome of her 
friends, than the profelled adverfary; for thus oft is a pre- 
vailing fnare helped forward. It cannot but be a fearclyng 
and hazardous time, when many are turning afide, and fome 
of underilanding fuffered to fall, who are ready to prefs their 
fin as duty on others, for feldom do fuch fall off, but are 
found more ftirring and aftive in fuch a way to engage o- 
thers, than they were,, while holding their former integrity 
to purfue the truth's interefl: thus we have feen it, fo it is^ 
let us hear it, and know it for our good. 

8. Thus a fnare of the time may be difcerned,by the tenden- 
cy thereof to corruption in the church, and a producing flill 
the fame eiFe£l:s, whatever be pretended, when by the hands 
Xil Efau it difcovers itfelf, though it have the voice of Jacob: 
and doth not the ruin of many who have dafhed on fuch a 
rock, and have been thus taken, put a fad mark thereon ; for 
it may be faid, no fnare or fubtile contrivance of the adver- 
fary, waits the godly in the prefent tinie, but if men do not 
confent to (hut their eyes, they may from the Scripture, and 
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obfervation of the church, fee at others coft feme difcerriable 
beacon fet thereon, what a fad tendency fuch a thing hath ftUl 
had, to a making (hipwreck of faith and a good confcience, 
how hard it is to dance about the fire, and not be burned, Qr^ 
Hand in the way and counfels of ungodly men, and not b(?- 
enfnared. 

9. It feems to threaten a fnare, when enquiry about the 
duty of the time is purfued, without refpeft to the prefent cafe 
and circumftances thereof; for thus a fnare may wait in a 
thing at other times indifferent, the negleft whereof upoU: 
fomc fpecial circumftances, may be a quitting their duty, 
and the dohig alfoj or yielding to fomething in another cafe 
warrantable, at fometimes may fall under a moral prohibition; 
as this, when a thing in itfelf indifferent, Circa facra^ et cuU. 
turn Deii is preffed by the magittrate as neceffaryj by virtue 
of his fole command, and to the fubje6ting of the godly 'm 
things wherein they are not fubjeft, and to the prejudice of 
another jurifdiftion: can there be an enquiry arrent this in 
die general, without a particular application to the complex 
cafe, it may be faidj a fnare is then on the entry^ when that 
confideration of the prophet is not miich regarded in the 
prefent queftion. Is this, a time for fuch a thing: for the dif- 
ciples to refrefh themfelves with fleep, was a piece of inno- 
cent duty; but that they could not watch this one hour with 
their Mafter in his fufferings, muft needs vary the cafe, for 
it was in fo far a deferting him. 

10. I fhall further add, is not this a fad appearance of fome 
public fnare getting advantage^ which is witneffed by a pre- 
vious difpofitipn^ and that prevalence private engagements to 

' an outward intereft hath upon meq's fpirits, for a fnare enters 
not without a call, and finds within, its greateft ftrength and 
advantage; yea, a conformity to the world, \vith an infenfi- 
ble wearing out of foul-tendernefs, is too oft known, to have 
a tendency for conforming to an evilcourfe, for the motion is 
then down the hill, and there is caufe to fear the fnare will 
follow in there, and lie about that intereft^ which otherwife 
hath got the maftery over them. How many in embracing 
the world, have at the next ftep fallen off from the truth ? no 
weapon hath been more made ufe of againft the church, and 
hath ruined more, fo that it may be faid, v^^here other fnares 
have killed their thoufands, this its ten thoufands, I muft fay, 
fuch an appearance in a time of the church's trial, i$ like the 
breaking forth of her gray hairs, nor is it eafy for thefe to 
ftand, or refift, who are fo far gone backward, or keep their 
Vol. I. ^: : ,3L . X. 
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feet before a fnar^, where the thith ceafeth to get a com- 
mand over tJieir heart. 

A Fourth particular, which calls for a ferious enquiry from 
thefe who know time, and are wife to difcern the fame, is 
this, what can the righteous do^ when there is a growing dafk- 
nefson tlie church, and the very foundations like to be ftiak- 
cn? yea, the hearts of many fo far down, that they ate like 
to lofe their hand therewith^ in the matter of duty, and give 
over as men aftoniflied, feeing thi5 evil is from the Lord : it is 
no fmall thing, to manage well fuch a time of the church's 
trial, and in fo fliarp a ftorm, there is need of much bailaftj 
but we know the Scripture of God is near, which ftands good 
for his people's conduft, to let them know hoV to fte^r their 
courfe in the darkeft night, dnd from that blefTed record, 
there is one thing clearly held forth to anfwer fuch a time, 
which is a great duty 3 let the righteous hold on his way^ and he 
'who hath clean hatfds ijoa^ Jlronger and JlrongeVy Job xvii. 9. for 
it is fure they have caufe and folid ground for this, though the 
earth fhould in a more ftrange manner reel, and the pillars 
thereof feem to be difolved, {met it is certain atid true. 

1. That all is well, and nothing can fall wrong, whilft the 
foundation of God, which is hi^ eternal council held forth 
in the Scripture, abides fure, though other foundations be 
(haken, the godly man does then lie at a fafe anchor, \^hich 
will not drive in a ftormy day, his great intereft is beyond 
hazard, though more than an immortal foul were in that ad- 
venture, his heaven is fure, whereof he cannot be beguiled, 
whilft things oft the earth feem mod uncertain, and muft it 
not then be well with the church, were it even finking into 
the grave, fmce the Mediator will bring it up again*, men's 
evil eye cannot hurt, nor their curfeng blaft that intereft 
which God hath Wefled, for it is then fure, there is no en- 
chantment againft Jacobs or divination againft Ifrael. 

2. Is not the truth, and that' great intereft of godlinefs, 
that to a Chriftian, and in fuch a manner known to him, that 
it needs no teftimony from men, or incitement from example 
of others, for to thefe it commends itfetf, and does witnefs its 
reality, though by all the generation affiongft whom they live, 
it fhould be cried down: it^s fur^, to be a Chriftian indeed, 
requires this, to know the truth, and be founded on fuch a 
ground, that can fupport a^d quiet the foul in the greateft 
falling off of others, though none clfe were to walk in that 
way, that if it were fuppofed one ferious Chriftian in fnch 
an age, were in the whole world, and thus left alone, there 
is fo great a difcovery and certiinty of the tru^h, to ¥« 
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known upon the foul, as fliould oblige him to fuch a decla- 
ration with Jojbtta^ but as for me I*willferve the Lcrd. O to 
fee ^ generation of men of fuch metal, who with a refolute 
peremptorinefs v/ould forfake all men, and follow the Lord, 
and ferve him without company, if better might not be; we 
might by the hand of fuch expeft to be led through Jordan^ 
after our Mofeses TiXt dead, by whom we were led through the 
Red Sea; but alas! where are they? 

3. Have not thefe ground in the darkeft time to be con- 
firmed, who may fee caufe to improve the moftihaking things, 
which fall out in their day, for their further eftablrfliment, 
and ftrengthen their hand in the way of the Lord, by thefe 
difpenfations at which many ftumble: it is ftrange to cbferve 
what a challenge and upcaft fome have in their refle61:ing on 
the truth, on thefe grounds, which in their confcience they 
muft admit to be a convincing witnefs thereto: but having 
at fome length elfewhere touched this, I fhall but add thefe 
few things more, which as evident grounds of eftablifhment 
in the way of the Lord, and for our further ftrengthening 
therein fhould be improved, which yet are an ufual challenge 
by many againft the fame. 

1. That the number feems fo fmall who follow the truth, 
and are found ferious in the ftudy of godlinefs, can be no 
ground to queftion this, without: a ftrange miftake, fince men 
muft either quit the Scripture, or admit the w^ay to life is 
ftrait, and few enter therein ; yea, that the fmall convoy the 
truth hath in the world, is an exprefs verification of it: is 
there the leaft warrant to make the fuflrage of the multitude 
a teft of the way of the Lord; but it is fure we can ftiew 
th .w the contrary, that his followers are a feledl number, 
clu ^.i] out of the world, the great bulk whereof is outlaM^ed, 
and put out of the interceffion of the Mediator, elfe the Scrip- 
ture could not be fulfilled, and is not the falling of many 
from the truth, a great feal thereto, no lefs than the in-com- 
ing of others, and that excellent way of holinefs, the more 
difcernably known by fuch a charafter, that it isevery where 
fpoken againft. 

2. That fo great contempt and reproach does this day at-* 
tend the truth and prailice oi godlinefs, fhould prejudice 
none thereat, but be a further ground of ftrengthening, to 
help the Chriftian to hold on his way, fince it is nothitig elfe 
but what is foretold, and what the moft excellent of the earth 
in their time have met with, to be accounted the filth and 
ofF-fcouring of the world; in no age hath the trutli wanted 
fuch an aflaijlt, sMud in po age hath it wanted a triumph over 

3 L2 
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the fame; yea, hath not the greateft reproa<:her fometinies 
been forced to give in his retraftion, and make earned of 
that which before he fcofFed at? when God comes near by a 
ftroke of his judgment, then do the proud change their ftyle, 
and fpeak in another language, upon the awful appearance of 
death; but this alfo doth witnefs what a marvellous thing re- 
ligion is, which with thefe who know it, lofeth no weight, 
when under the greateft cloud of diftraftion and contempt; 
for then is Chrift ftill precious, and his way defirable, unto 
thefe who believe. 

3. That fentence is not fpeedily execute againft an evil 
courfe, we fee what improvement the world makes thereof, 
to be more defperately wicked; but is not this alfo a feal 
and confirmation of the truth, and a.ground for eftabliftiment 
in the way of the Lord, which verifies the Scripture? EccL 
viii. 1 1 . And it is there men may fee a fhort reprieval from 
punifhment is no pardon or acquittance, whilft fin runs on 
to an after account; that judgment deferred, when therewith 
a further hardening appears, doth threaten more than a quick 
and prefent difpatch, and (hows the ftroke will be the greater 
when it comes; furely, if this fell not out, whereof the world 
takes fuch advantage, it might in fo far put us to queftion 
the truth, of which one fy liable muft not fall to the ground. 
4. So great an abounding of profanity and ungodlinefs 
within the church, is it not an undeniable feal to the ve* 
rity of the Scripture; which thus takes place, and fliould 
help the godly man to hold on his way, it being unanfwcr- 
ably clear, there could be no darknefs, if there were not fuch 
a thing as light, or folly, if there were no wifdom; and is 
not excellent holinefs thus evidently made known in its op- 
pofite, to which there could be no contrariety, if itfelf were 
not moft real. 

5. That the truth feems fo much entangled in a confufion 
of contrary ddftrines, and we fee without ceafing, purfued 
by error, and the afiault of thefe adverfaries, who in every 
age are feeking to darken the fame, can be no ground of pre- 
judice and fiiakingj^ without a ftrange miftake, but fhould 
ftrengthen the c;odJy in their vray, and 4ielp them to wax 
ftronger, who have the Scripture thus fo exprefly fulfilled 
before their eyes; it is fure the Lord hath made his way 
plain, nor does that blefled record give any ground to 
turn afide unto crooked paths; for thefe are clouds of men's 
own creating, which have fuch a tendency to darken the 
fame; but we fee truth in all ages waited on by error, which 
witli any brighter difcovery thereof, breaks up like a thick - 
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fop; though thefe can never unite, no more tlian gold and 
clay can join together; and it is clear, the notion of error 
were inconceivable, if the truth hadnot a certainty and real 
being, nor doth it conflift with fi^ch an adverfary, but fof its 
further triumph; Oh! if the folid^perfuafion of the Scripture, 
were in earneft purfued; and men's fouls once brought un- 
der the power and authority of the truth, as that which is 
the word and teftimony of the living God, it would prove a 
more efieftual cure to fo dreadful a diftemper of the church, 
than all the difputes of the time, (which are of fptcial ufe 
alfo) may not Atheifm be found upon a ferious enquiry, the 
great rife of error, and of men's bold adventuring to make 
the Scripture of God a fport of their invention, to make it 
fubfervient to their intereft, and run after fuch a bias, and 
(hould it not be for a lamentation, that a humble ferious en* 
quiry after the truth, under an awful imprefTion of that God, 
whofe word it is, is this day fo rare a thing in the world, now 
this being fo (harp a trial of the church, and one of thefe 
things whereat many pretend to be moil fliaken, though I 
have in another part touched it a little, I would add further 
fome few remarks, how clear and exprefs a confirmation of 
the word even this is, which fhould more fix and eftablifh 
thefe who love the truth, i. It is manifcft, that no error 
or corrupt doftrine aflaults the church, but is in fuch a man- 
ner pointed forth ; yea, by fo exprefs an oppofition thereto 
in the Scripture, that we may fee a prophetical fore -warn- 
ing thereof, and o'f men's endeavour to corrupt and darken 
fuch a piece of the truth ; it is'fure the word is written, and 
in a fpecial way direfted to every time of the church, and to 
all her after trials, and affaults, is peculiarly fuited by him 
who kne^y and did forefee what oppofition his truth in after 
ages fhould meet with, and in this marvellous record, men 
may clearly fee (if there were fiich a: ferious enquiry) that 
there is no poifon or corruption in do61:rine, v/hich infefts 
the church, but hath its proper antidote there provided. I 
muft here as to one particular inftance fay, if I were not 
perfuaded of a determined fpecies of government for the 
chiirch under the New Teftament; (which is fo clear in the 
Scripture, holding forth its conftitutionto be ariftocratic, 
with a party amongft the officers of Jefus Chrift in the ad- 
miniftration oftheir power, and a fubordination of the lef- 
fer parts to the greater) I could not fhun fo clear a remark, 
of that exprefs prohibition, of any difparity and lordly Prelacy 
iahis houfc; yea, how manifeftly the all-feeing God, when 
he was about to found the Chriftiari church, doth point ih 
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fucli plain terms at this, that we may there read a very direfl: 
predidion of that ruin and prejudice it would on this ac- 
count fuftain in after times 5 I fpeak this on no particular in- 
tereft, or from bitternefs and prejudice at the perfons of any, 
but have confidence to fayj it is from the awe and perfua- 
fion of the truth: fure on politic grounds, and with refpefl: to 
an outward inteteft, it is eafy to judge, that way wants not a 
perfuading bait, if fomething greater were not to prepondCf 
rate, and a deftroying hook did not wait thereon, which 
{hould make the purchr.fe too dear, at the rate of denying 
Jefus Chrift, in a piece of his truth, when a confeffion there- 
of is called for before men. 2. Do we not fee even in thefe 
things, which in that marvellous depth of error and delufion 
of men's fouls feem mod ftrange, the Scripture thence moft 
exaftly confirmed, and in that power and energy which at- 
tends It, and is to many matter of ailonifhmcnt, may difcern 
how thefe clouds are carried about with a tempeft, 2 Pet. ii. 
77. and driven on by a judicial ftroke, and though it is amaz- 
ing to fee at what a rate many are this way turned mad, with 
a difcernable bcM^tching of their judgment, and a befotting 
into moft ftrange and abfurd extravagancies; yea, how tena- 
cious and violent in their way, when filenced with the clear- 
eft difcoveries of the truth, yet is not this alfo witneffed, 
there is a righteous God giving up to ftrong delufion, in 
which Satan is let loofe with a remarkable power to deceive. 
Z Their, ii. 1 2. O how dreadful is that ftroke which is in- 
flifted on the judgment and reafon, which in fome refped 
we may fay is greater than that which is on the- affeftions. 
3. Find we not the Scripture, by a clear prophetical difco- 
very, point at that influence human authority, and the patro- 
ciny of fuch, who have a name and repute in the church > 
fhould have on the corrupting the do£l:rine thereof; ^nd 
therefore does the Holy Ghoft fo particularly guard againft 
the fame, and oppofe the authority of the written word to 
the higheft pretences of any party, that here an apoftle muft 
not be admitted, or have credit to the truth's prejudice^ not 
an angel, yea, not a voice from heaven may oppofe itfelf to 
this more fure teftimony of God in his word. 4. Is it not here 
even in that great depth of error we fee this truth take place> 
deceiving, and being deceived, how flrangely thefe meet> 
and by a marvellous ftrcke men's judgment made captive to 
their will, and their deliberate afling to deceive others, have 
th( fame efFedi on themfelves. 5. Thu§ alfo is the Scripture 
pi a fie out, where we fee how hard it is for men to fix in fuch 
away, or find land when they are once carried off the truth. 
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and do bunch out in thdt horrid gulph of error j but (edu- 
cers wax worfe and worfe. 

Inference V* The truth of God revealed in the Scripture^ 
11 in its import not more mar\^ellou3 and great, than we may 
fay is clear and obvious in the evidence of its veriRcationi 
■which hath every where fuch a witnefs, that there can be no 
efcape from this difcoveryj but if men will not receive its 
teftimony, they muft have it forced on them as their tor- 
ment j for it is here invention doth fail, and politics are found 
too weak to ward off fome imprefllon of that, which with an 
awful appearance and authority,' doth juftify itfelf to the 
confcience without their confent; nor can this fecure them 
from the lafh of inward terror, which will make thefe trem* 
ble alone, when they feem to have confidence before others^ 
but this advantage hath the truth of her adverfariep, that e- 
ven Atheifm muft bear a witnefs thereto, and againfl: itfelf, 
which if men would but weigh in the balance of fober rea- 
fon, it fhould appear a fufficient antidote againft its own poi- 
fon, and a great feal to the Scripture, which would want a 
fpecial confirmation, if it wanted fuch an adverfary. 

Now, to clear it a little more, and thus fliut up what hath 
been on this fubjeft held forth, I mufl in behalf of the glori- 
ous truth of God, (which in all ages of the church did never 
want fome difcovery of its accompliftiment) atteft the re** 
proachers of this time, who are fo much at work to challenge 
his utifpotted way, and call in queftion his faithfulnefs, to 
the weakening of the aflent of many thereto, and do appeal 
them to that tribunal which the great God hath placed in the 
confcience, if they can without doing violence thereto, and 
putting forth the eye of reafon, withlland the clear evidence 
of divine truth, and the the certainty of its performance- 
Anent which thefe few I (hall add. 

1. If it be the great prerogative of God, and to him alone 
belongs to declare things from the beginning to the end, and 
hold forth the various and moft remarkable events, which 
(hould fall out within time, with their proper circumftances, 
yea, to difcover the great revolutions of the world through 
all the ages thereof, when fecond caufes in their remoteft 
tendency thereto could not be ' difcerned, is not this thert 
clear and undeniably true of the Scripture ? 

2*^ As to the fure and exa£l performance of the fame, I 
muft make that challenge and atteft^tion, which that great 
fervant of the Lord, Jojbua^ did in fuch a caufc, Jofli. xxiii. 
14. if any thing hath hitherto failed, of all which the Lord 
hath fpoken in the Scripture; or if men can inftance wbaC^ 
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fpecial predi£lion or promife, (which to this day ihoUld:ha?tf 
taken place jn the feafon thereof) hath mifcarried,. or turned 
abortive, what truth wants its feal and confirmation; yea, 
what flep of providence can you point at, which does not 
quadrate, and marvelloufly accord with the word : I chal- 
lenge an inftance; but this I am fur^ men muft fee, there are 
fucli things fall out in the event, that ^re particularly fore- 
told in the Scripture, fo Itrange and marvellous, that in an ; . 
ordinary way none could have believed^ which they now fee 
with their own eyes* 

3. Do you not fee the written word as a bright lantern at- 
tend the chuf ch, from the very porch and entry of time, in 
all her journey, and evidently point at the remarkable times 
and revolutions of her cafe, which have now in a great part 
gone over her head j yea, is it not demonftratively clear, that 
the fun doth not more truely fhine on this terreilrial globe, 
than the Scripture fhineth, and doth illuminate the whole 
frame and ftrutlure of providence, and in all thefe ftrange 
parts which are aflied in the world, moft certainly, takes 
place, that there is none can walk at random^ or by his own 
Qouniel, direO: and fteer his courfe; but though it is mar- 
vellous, it is fure alfo that the innumerable millions of men, 
who are this day upon the earth, in all their various motions, 
are at prefent fulfilling the determined counfel of God, and 
their a£l:ings (whatever they defign) therein, muft be concen- 
tric with his great end, nor out of that bounds can they pofi- 
bly move, 

4. I muft atteft the world, if they do not fee, this way of^ 
godlinefs, which feems to-day to be every where fpoken a- 
gainft, to be that good and old way, in which are the foot- 
fteps of the faints to be found fince the beginning, and that 
it is no new light now broke up in the world; but it is clear, 
through all ages paft, there, hath not wanted a continued 
fucceihon of thefe whp in this reproached way did ferve the 
God of their fathers, and have fealed the truth, which now 
from one time to another we find ft ill delivered off their 
hands to the prefent generation ; and I here challenge the 
greateft Atheifts, to which of the faints can they turn, or 
whom they can inftance of that blefled company, fince there 
was a 'church on the earth, who could ever contradiii this, 
pr bear another witaefs ? 

5. Muft you not confefs there is no fuch deep in the heart 
of man, or fo clofe and fubtile a convey of wickednefs there, 
which is not found out in the Scripture, and there pointed at? 
and that none can get themfelves hid, or get beyond the reach 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



APPENDIX. 45 1 

6f this, in thefe things which they are fure the obferving 
world could never know; but the moft fecret haunts of their 
foul are unvailed, which from their deareft friend they have 
concealed. 

6. Can this demonftration of the Sripture, and fo manifeft 
a witnefs thereto be denied, that whilft man is a free agent 
in his aftions, and doth thferein aft fpontaneoufly, he hath 
notwithftanding of this in his own breaft, both a judge and 
an accufer, which, though within him, doth without his 
confeht exetcife a power over him, and fuch an authority, 
which he would, yet cannot decline. 

7. I dare atteft the cOnfcience of men, who are themfelves 
ftrangers to the way of God, if they can fo far fhut their eyes, 
but they niuft fee ferious godlinefs is a marvellous thing, 
and that there is fomething here above nature, which by its 
efFedls on others, may fhew 2t divine Spirit and power, that 
wherever it comes, makes fo great a change, arid one to ex- 
ceed another moft difcernably, though of the fame parts, 'that 
fuits and does accommodate itfelf to the various conditions 
and employments of men; it puts a fpecial honour on the 
greateft prince, and does inftruft the wife and prudent; yet 
will it lodge with the pooreft artificer in his fhop, or labour- 
ing man in the field : and dx)th it not alfo appear, that here 
muft be a native motion, and unconftrained, from inward 
principles, when on outward grounds there is not the lea ft 
incitement, virhich fhews it is a living thing, that hath its dif- 
cernible languiftiing and wearing out, and its rh'ore vigorous 
aftings, as well as any living man. It is ftrange the report 
of this, is not a matter of allonifhment, to bring men once 
to queftion, if fuch an account as others give of this marvel- 
lous thing religion, can be true; how it is here the Chrifti- 
an's joy is fown by weeping, and his tears the feed from 
whence gladnefs of heart breaks up; how fs^eet that reft is, 
which is found in his work and labour, and with his lowing 
to the Spirit, the harveft then begins in a prefent reaping, 
and his laying forth himfelf, with a giving of the heart unto 
God, does enrich the giver by fuch a gift; yea, that here 
men ftiould differ fo much when alone with God, and 
brought near him, from what tjiey are at other times, and in 
thefe retirements of their foiil, have that difcovery and con- 
ception of this truth, which is not to be found in turning o- 
ver the volumnious tractates of the greateft of writers. 

8. Ir men have any ferious refled^ioriy and do not fliut up 
the Bible, can they fhun this remark thereof? how well it 
anfwers the various fucceffions of time, and fb marvellous aJ 
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variety of things, that are fo many ages diftant from otherj 
yea, that all alongft there is a gradual difcovery and breaking 
up of the gofpel in the feveral times of the church, where if 
is eafy to difcem the antiquity of this excellent record, and 
fo great a diftance of time betwixt the penmen thereof, yet 
in its compofure is one entire piece, fo conne£ted, and clofe- 
ly knit together, that men may fee the fame fpirit in the 
whole, and in each part thereof, moving and carrying for- 
iit^ard one great defign. 

9« I (hall but further add, if religion hath a being and re-* 
ality, which meil cannot lofe th^ fenfe of, and deny, with-' 
out falling fo far below reafon, into the condition of the 
beafts, muft there not be a rule alfo? for it is eafy to judge 
in what a ftrange and monftrous ftiape this would appear, 
were it left to the choice and atbitrement of men. Now, 
let the moft profefled Atheifts turn their eyes through the 
whole earth, and in a calm and fober compofure of fpirit but 
judge, if there be any thing .more abfurd, and to aftonifhment 
irrational, than the face and appearance religion hath among 
thefe where this excellent rule of the Scripture is not owned; 
yea, could thefe fubjed themfelves to fuch extravagancies, 
and therein turn fo mad, without a divine ftroke on their 
judgment and reafon, which the righteous God, in verifica- 
tion of his word, inflifts on fuch who do even (hut their 
cars from the report of the truth, the found whereof goes 
forth through the earth. And here I challenge men, though 
ftrangers themfelves to ferious feJrgion, if at a diftance it 
doth not appear, how great a difference there is betwixt 
thefe parts of the world, where the gofpel ftiines in its pow- 
er, and the reft of the nations* 
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time- . . . . . . . 444 
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